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City of Sonoma 

Building Department Informational Handout 
 

Wood-Burning Appliance Regulations Handout No: 21  

Updated: 5/18/16 

 

  

Chapter 14.28 of the Sonoma Municipal Code regulates the  

Installation and Replacement of Wood-Burning Appliances in Sonoma 

 
The installation of any new wood-burning appliance

1
 within the City of Sonoma is prohibited unless: 

a. It is a pellet-fueled wood heater; or 

b. It is an EPA-certified wood heater; or 

c. It is a wood-burning appliance approved for use 

by the Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution 

Control District; or 

d. It is a fireplace certified by the EPA should the 

EPA develop a fireplace certification program; 

or 

e. It is a wood-burning appliance specifically 

designed for cooking; or 

f. It is a wood-burning appliance for use outdoors 

(where the firebox opens directly to the outdoors); or 

g. It is a repair, replacement or reconstruction of a wood-burning appliances located within a 

qualified historic structure or property. 

The ordinance also prohibits using certain fuels, such as garbage, chemically-treated wood or paper, 

rubber, waste petroleum products and plastics, in a wood-burning appliance. 

 

The ordinance also applies to replacements or reconstruction of more than 25% of the firebox of an 

existing fireplace, insert or stove.  It would also apply to a conversion of an existing gas-burning fireplace 

to a wood-burning appliance. 

 

Smoke & Carbon Monoxide Alarms - Smoke and carbon monoxide alarms must be installed in 

accordance with Sections R314 and Section R315 of the 2013 California Residential Code.  

 

NOTE:  Unless otherwise exempted by BAAQMD regulations, it is illegal to burn wood, pellets, 

or manufactured fire logs when a Winter Spare the Air Alert is issued by the Bay Area Air 

Quality Management District. 

 

                                                 
1
 "Wood-burning appliance" means any fireplace, wood heater, or pellet-fired wood heater or any similar device burning any 

solid fuel used for aesthetic or space-heating purposes. 

 


