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OPENING 
 

Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Ron Wellander led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

CITY COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:  Edwards, Gallian, Hundley, Agrimonti and Mayor Cook 
ABSENT:  None 
 

OTHERS PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann, City 
Attorney Walter, Associate Planner Atkins 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Ron Wellander, landscape architect, stated that the current design review process requirements 
did not make sense from a project standpoint and he requested Council to consider making 
some adjustments to them. 
 
Deirdre Sheerin, CEO Sweetwater Spectrum, announced that as of the two-year anniversary of 
residency at the facility they were at capacity.  She expressed gratitude for the acceptance of 
the facility and its residents by the community. 
 
Rosemarie Pedranzini stated her disagreement with the current enforcement and regulation, by 
the City, requiring the removal of basketball hoops from streets. 
 
Lynn Clary, Overlook Trail Steward and volunteer Montini Trail Patrol, invited Councilmembers 
to tour the trail system and learn more about why the association felt dogs were not appropriate 
on the Montini Trail.  He reported a dog bite incident that recently occurred and stated that the 
trails were too narrow to accommodate dogs. 
 
Chris Ahsan stated his case for, and asked the Council to support, an increase to the minimum 
wage. 
Jack Wagner agreed with Ahsan regarding the minimum wage and stated that he did not 
support dogs on the Montini Trail.  He announced that one of the earliest elected 
Councilmembers was also named David Cook. 
 
Responding to Ms. Pedranzini, Mayor Cook stated that the City had an ordinance that did not 
allow basketball hoops in the streets and he pointed out that the recent enforcement actions had 
been complaint driven. 
 

2. MEETING DEDICATIONS 

 
Clm. Agrimonti dedicated the meeting in the memory to Adele Harrison.  Clm. Edwards stated 
that he would donate his monthly Council stipend to the overnight shelter in Harrison’s memory. 
 
Clm. Gallian dedicated the meeting in the memory of Bill Kortum and David Reber. 
 

3. PRESENTATIONS 

 
Item 3A: Recognition of Mathew Tippell’s service on the Design Review and 

Planning Commission 
 
Mayor Cook thanked Mathew Tippell and presented him with a certificate recognizing his 
service on the Design Review Commission from 2009 to 2011 and his service on the Planning 
Commission from 2011 through December 2014.  Mr. Tippell stated it had been his honor to 
serve the community and that he gained more from the service than he had given. 
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3. PRESENTATIONS, Continued 

 
Item 3B: Proclamation Declaring January 2015 as Human Trafficking Awareness and 

Prevention Month 
 
Mayor Cook read aloud a proclamation recognizing January as Human Trafficking Awareness 
and Prevention Month.  He presented the proclamation to Amanda Silva of the Sonoma County 
Human Trafficking Task Force who described their efforts and asked for everyone to work 
together to abolish human trafficking through education and collaborative efforts. 
 
Item 3C: Proclamation in Recognition of the Valley of the Moon Natural History 

Association for Successful Operation of the Jack London State Historic 
Park 

 
Mayor Cook read aloud a proclamation recognizing the efforts of the Valley of the Moon Natural 
History Association in maintaining the Jack London State Historic Park.  He presented the 
proclamation to members of the association who expressed appreciation for the show of 
support. 
 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 4A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.  
Item 4B: Approval of the Minutes of the December 1 and December 15, 2014 City 

Council meetings. 
Item 4C: Approval and Ratification of the Reappointment of Robert Felder to the 

Planning Commission for an Additional Two-Year Term. 
Item 4D: Approval and ratification of the appointment of Alice Liddell to the 

Community Services and Environment Commission for a two-year term. 
Item 4E: Second reading and adoption of ordinance amending Title 18 of the 

Sonoma Municipal Code (Sign Regulations).  (Ord. No. 01-2015) 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Jeanette Fung, owner of Sox de Vine, stated 
that some Plaza merchants did not feel they had been provided an opportunity to weigh in on 
the revisions to the sign ordinance.  She stated that she had met with staff and the Design 
Review Chairperson who agreed that a discussion would be scheduled for their next meeting at 
which merchants could discuss their concerns. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Edwards, to approve the consent calendar as 
presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 5A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of December 1 and December 15, 

2014 City Council meetings pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Agrimonti, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to approve the consent calendar as presented.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Item 6A: Review and Consideration of a Refuse Rate Adjustment with City 

Franchisee Sonoma Garbage Company, Inc. to be effective for the billing 
period beginning January 1, 2015.  

 
Mayor Cook opened the public hearing.  City Manager Giovanatto reported that the City’s 
franchise refuse hauler, Sonoma Garbage Company, Inc., submitted a proposed rate increase 
for 2015.  The proposal was based on the calculation of the Refuse Rate Index [RRI] to 
establish the increase in the base rate, which was a 4.68% adjustment.  The proposed rate 
adjustment, if approved, would go into effect for the billing period beginning on January 1, 2015. 
 
Clm. Hundley confirmed that the tipping fee portion of the rates was established by the County 
based on the landfill rate and was a pass-through fee.  Mayor Cook invited comments from the 
public.  Rosemarie Pedranzini stated that the Curotto family did a great job and she supported 
the rate increase.  Mayor Cook closed the public hearing.  It was moved by Clm. Gallian,  
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Item 6A: Refuse Rate Adjustment, Continued 
 
seconded by Clm. Edwards, to adopt Resolution Number 01-2015 entitled A Resolution of the 
City Council of the City of Sonoma Approving Refuse Rate Adjustments.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 7A: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to (1) Adopt a Resolutions 

Joining the Sonoma County PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) 
Financing Marketplace and (2) Making the Finding that Participation is not a 
“Project” under the California Environmental Quality Act.   

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that in 2009, the City entered into a cooperative agreement 
with the County of Sonoma allowing Sonoma property owners to participate in the Sonoma 
County Energy Independence Program (SCEIP).  The SCEIP program provided financing for 
the acquisition and construction or installation of energy efficiency improvements.  The Energy 
and Sustainability Division of the County of Sonoma General Services Department had also 
developed the Sonoma PACE Financing Marketplace to promote the effectiveness and 
sustainability of PACE financing in the region by further expanding the options available to 
property owners.  The Financing Marketplace integrates additional financing options from 
CaliforniaFIRST and California HERO into the region for water and energy efficiency upgrades 
and the installation of renewable energy to complement the financing option of the SCEIP 
program.   
 
City Manager Giovanatto explained that to enable City participation in the Sonoma County 
PACE Program, several actions were necessary including making the finding that participation 
in the PACE Financing Marketplace, including the adoption of the implementing resolutions and 
approval of the amendment, was not a project under the California Environmental Quality Act 
and adoption of resolutions authorizing participation in the programs. 
 
Mayor Cook confirmed that resident participation in the program would be voluntary.  The public 
comment period was opened and closed with none received.   
 
Clm. Hundley commented that the list of eligible projects was impressive.  City Manager 
Giovanatto referred those interested to the website, which contained very helpful information. 
 
Clm. Gallian praised the work of City and County staff in bringing this program forward. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Edwards, to find that participation in the PACE 
Financing Marketplace was not a project under California Environmental Quality Act, to approve 
the Amended and Restated Agreement of the California Statewide Communities Development 
Authority Joint Powers Authority; to adopt Resolution Number 02-2015 entitled Resolution of the 
City Council of the City of Sonoma California Consenting to the Inclusion of Properties Within 
the City’s Jurisdiction in the California Hero Program to Finance Distributed Generation 
Renewable Energy Sources, Energy and Water Efficiency Improvements and Electric Vehicle 
Charging Infrastructure and Approving the Amendment to a Certain Joint Powers Agreement 
Related Thereto; and to adopt Resolution Number 03-2015 entitled Resolution of the City 
Council of the City of Sonoma Authorizing the City of Sonoma to Join the California First 
Program; Authorizing the California Statewide Communities Development Authority to Accept 
Applications From Property Owners, Conduct Contractual Assessment Proceedings and Levy 
Contractual Assessments Within the Incorporated Territory of the City; and Authorizing Related 
Actions.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item 7B: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Sub-Lease 

of the Field of Dreams for the BR Cohn Fall Music Charity Fundraiser.  
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the BR Cohn Fall Music Charity, a 501 C3 nonprofit 
organization, was planning to move the fall music festival to the Field of Dreams (FOD) to be 
held the first weekend of October 2015.  She stated that the City’s lease with the FOD required 
City Council approval of any subleases of the property.  The FOD Board had approved the 
sublease and the BR Cohn Fall Music Charity was requesting Council approval of it as well. 
 
Clm. Agrimonti stated that she had a few concerns but after discussing this item with the City 
Manager realized that this approval was just the beginning step in the process and her concerns 
and questions regarding the event would be addressed later on.  Clm. Hundley confirmed that a 
variance to the noise ordinance would be granted by the Community Services and Environment 
Commission. 
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Item 7B: Music Festival, Continued 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Fred Allebach suggested a review of the issues 
and concerns that had been raised as a result of the former Jazz Festival to make sure they 
were not repeated with this event.  Rosemarie Pedranzini spoke in favor of the event.  Jack 
Wagner agreed with Mr. Allebach about the issues related to the Jazz Festival and pointed out 
that complaints he had heard regarding the Jazz Festival had been that it was too expensive 
and the music was too loud. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Agrimonti, seconded by Clm. Hundley, to approve a sublease of the Field 
Of Dreams for the BR Cohn Fall Music Festival.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
RECESS:  The meeting recessed from 7:10 to 7:20 p.m. 
 
Item 7C: Discussion, consideration and possible action to adopt an updated Special 

Events Policy. 
 
Associate Planner Atkins reported that the City’s Special Events Policy, last updated in 2007, 
provided rules and processes utilized by staff and the Community Services and Environment 
Commission (CSEC) in relation to Special Events.  The stated purpose of the policy was to 
“seek an appropriate balance between the benefits of organized events and their associated 
impacts on the community”.  At the request of the City Council, and over the past several 
months, the CSEC conducted a thorough review of the policy and drafted proposed revisions.  
On August 18, 2014, the City Council and CSEC discussed the policy at a joint study session 
and at their September 10, 2014, meeting the CSEC received input from the public and event 
organizers.  On October 20, 2014, the City Council considered the updates to the Policy; 
ultimately, the motion to approve the updates to the Policy failed by a vote of 2-3 and was sent 
back to the CSEC for further revisions.  The CSEC has continued to work with staff to modify 
the Policy.  On December 10, 2014, the CSEC considered the modifications and voted 
unanimously to recommend that the City Council adopt the Policy as amended.  Atkins 
summarized the revisions being proposed. 
 
Clm. Agrimonti complimented staff for their diligence in seeing this policy update through the 
lengthy process.  Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Event Manager Mary 
Catherine Cutliff stated her support for the proposed revisions. 
 
Clm. Hundley stated her appreciation for the process and how everyone worked together.  She 
especially appreciated that the policy revisions included a simplification of the application 
process for successful long-term recurring events.  Clm. Edwards stated that the one thing he 
wanted kept in the forefront in dealing with events was security and public safety.  It was moved 
by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Hundley, to adopt the Resolution Number 04-2015 entitled A 
Resolution of the City Council of the City of Sonoma Adopting a Special Events Policy.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 

9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 
Clm. Gallian and Mayor Cook reported attendance at the annual Blessing of the Olives. 
 
Clm. Hundley stated that she appreciated hearing from constituents. 
 
Mayor Cook announced that the January 21, 2015 Council meeting had been canceled and the 
next meeting would be February 2, 2015. 
 

10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 
City Manager Giovanatto stated that she looked forward to an active and positive year.  
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
Fred Allebach stated that the signage at the Mountain Cemetery needed to be upgraded. 
 
Harry Blum, CSEC member, thanked the Council for the opportunity to work on the event policy. 
 



January 7, 2015, Page 5 of 5 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. in the memory of Adele Harrison, Bill Kortum and 
David Reber. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 2nd day of February 2015. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 


