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SPECIAL MEETING - CLOSED SESSION 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.  No one from the public was present to 
provide public testimony on the closed session items.  The Council recessed into closed session 
with all members present.  City Manager Giovanatto and City Attorney Walter were also 
present. 
 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS, pursuant to Government Code  
Section 54956.8.  Property:   Sebastiani Theater, 476 First Street East, Sonoma.  Agency 
negotiators: City Attorney Walter and City Manager Giovanatto.  Negotiating parties: Sebastiani 
Building Investors, Inc.  Under Negotiation:  Price and terms of lease and/or purchase.  

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION, pursuant to Cal. 
Gov't Code section 54956.9(d)(2).  One potential case. This matter involves the County of 
Sonoma's threat to initiate litigation against the City to recover the costs of remediating and 
monitoring the closure of the County's Central Landfill. 
  
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION, pursuant to Cal. Gov't 
Code sections 54956.9(d)(1) and 54956.96.  Name of Case:   Renewed Efforts of Neighbors 
Against Landfill Expansion vs. County of Sonoma, Sonoma Compost Company, Sonoma 
County Waste Management Agency, Case 3:14-cv-03804-THE.  The City's representative on 
the Sonoma County Waste Management Agency (SCWMA) (a joint powers agency) shall be 
discussing with the City Council and City Attorney confidential information concerning the 
financial and liability implications of this case to the City of Sonoma. 
 

REGULAR MEETING 

 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Paul Watts led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITY COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:  Edwards, Gallian, Hundley, Agrimonti and Mayor Cook 
ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann, City 
Attorney Walter, Associate City Attorney Pistole, Planning Director Goodison 
 

REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 

 
Mayor Cook reported that no action had been taken on the first two closed session matters 
listed above and Council had provided direction to its representative on the Sonoma County 
Waste Management Agency Board regarding the third matter listed. 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Yvonne Bowers, Sonoma Valley Woman’s Club, announced that the Woman’s Club House had 
just been placed on the National Register of Historic Places and she thanked the Council for 
their support in achieving that milestone.  Jean Miller reported that the Sonoma Valley Woman's 
Club was formed in 1901 by concerned women fighting for beautification and community  
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1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC, Continued 

 
enrichment in the town of Sonoma.  They constructed the Club House, located at 574 First 
Street East, in 1916. 
 
Jack Wagner stated that Sonoma Clean Power should follow in the footsteps of Marin which 
incorporated Napa County into their system by incorporating Lake and Mendocino Counties. 
 
Lin Marie DeVincent stated that the Mobilehome Park Tri Park Committee had been working on 
revisions to the rent stabilization ordinance for five years and were anxious to see the Council 
consider take the matter into consideration.  She inquired if the minutes to City Council Closed 
Session meetings were available to the public. 
 
Phoenix Featherstone reported numerous issues with the management of the dog park on First 
Street West and suggested the City Council cancel the lease with Sonoma Dog Park 
Association. 
 
Responding to Ms. DeVincent, City Attorney Walters stated that the City did not prepare 
minutes of Council Closed Session meetings and even if it did; they would remain confidential.  
He then explained the exceptions to the Brown Act, which allow Council to conduct Closed 
Session meetings. 
 

2. MEETING DEDICATIONS - None 

 

3. PRESENTATIONS – None Scheduled 

 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 4A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.  
Item 4B: Approval of the Minutes of the November 13, 2014 and January 7, 2015 City 

Council meetings. 
Item 4C: Approval of the appointment of Councilmember Agrimonti as the City 

Council representative on the Sonoma County Health Action and Sonoma 
Valley Roundtable. 

Item 4D: Approve the Notice of Completion for the 2014 Road Rehabilitation and 
Water Services Replacement Project No. 1401 Constructed by Argonaut 
Constructors and Direct the City Clerk to File the Document. 

Item 4E: Resolution authorizing an application to the National Advisory Council on 
History Preservation for designation as a “Preserve America” community. 

 
Councilmember Agrimonti noted that she was not present at the November 13, 2014 meeting 
and corrected the title of item 4C to read “Sonoma Valley Health Roundtable”.  Clm. Hundley 
stated she was not present at the November 2014 meeting either.  A brief discussion was held 
with Council reaching a consensus that it was okay for Councilmembers not present at the 
November meeting to vote on the minutes. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Pat Cullinan expressed her support for Item 4E 
and thanked the Council for assisting with the application. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Edwards, to approve the consent calendar as 
corrected.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 5A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of November 13, 2014 and January 

7, 2015 City Council meetings pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm.   
Gallian, seconded by Clm. Hundley, to approve the consent calendar as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Planning Director Goodison was excused from the meeting. 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING – None Scheduled 
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7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 7A: Discussion, consideration and possible action to authorize Valley of the 

Moon Certified Farmers’ Market to continue management of the Tuesday 
Night Farmers’ Market in the Plaza for a term to be decided by the City 
Council. 

 
Clm. Hundley stated that because she was a vendor at last year’s Farmers’ Market and had 
applied to be a vendor again this year, she had a financial conflict of interest and as such, would 
recuse from this item.  She stepped down from the dais and left the room. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the Tuesday Night Farmers’ Market on the Plaza had 
been managed by the Valley of the Moon Certified Farmers’ Market (VOMCFM), a nonprofit 
organization, since 2011.  They were first granted management authority by the City Council in 
December 2010 when they submitted a proposal in response to the City’s Request for 
Proposals for Market Management.  She stated that specific details of the market would be 
considered and decided upon by the Community Services and Environment Commission 
(CSEC) upon submittal of a Plaza Use Permit application.  When VOMCFM initially took over 
management of the market, the CSEC had established a subcommittee to monitor the activities 
of the new market and their compliance with the conditions of approval.  Because of the 
extraordinary cooperation and successful management of the market demonstrated by 
VOMCFM, CSEC recently disbanded the subcommittee because they felt that level of stringent 
monitoring of the event was no longer necessary.  Giovanatto stated that in their proposal 
VOMCFM had requested that Council grant them a six-year term of management continuing 
through the 2020 season and that while staff supported renewal of the management 
authorization, it felt the term should be at Council’s discretion. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  VOMCFM President Bill Dardon and Market 
Manager Chris Welch addressed the Council stating they would be more than happy to answer 
any questions Council may have.  Mr. Dardon stated they were looking forward to another 
successful market and explained their request for a six-year extension would make it easier for 
both the market and the vendors to plan ahead and coordinate all the various components of 
the market.  He stated they would continue to submit annual reports to the City which would 
include a report on the past year and plans for the following year. 
 
Clm. Edwards stated that one of his concerns was security and asked how VOMCFM would 
address that issue.  Mr. Dardon stated that they had already met with Chief Sackett and worked 
out an agreement for services for the upcoming year.  He said that he and market staff were 
equipped with walkie-talkies and also patrol the park.  In response to questions by Clm. 
Edwards, Mr. Dardon provided the following information:  The market had fifty-one vendors 
when they took over and now it fluctuates with the season but average between fifty-five and 
sixty.  About a third of the vendors were farmers, a third were ready-to-eat food vendors, and a 
third were artisans and service providers. 
 
Clm. Gallian stated she had seen an incredible transition from where the market was to where it 
was today.  She said she had total confidence in VOMCFM; adding that they had responded to 
complaints, developed an online presence and complied with all the details and conditions the 
City had placed on them.  She inquired what the market’s goals were.  Mr. Dardon responded 
that first and foremost they were a Farmers’ Market and they intended to keep the market pretty 
much the same but were always looking for ways to improve it.  He said they were a “start-up” 
market, providing a venue for entrepreneurs to start their businesses and noted that a few of the 
vendors had been picked up by the Whole Foods grocery store.  They did not plan to add any 
additional music but would keep the weekly music in the horseshoe and the busking area for the 
youth.  Mr. Welch added that Sonoma Valley Vintners and Growers Association had tested out 
a wine tasting booth towards the end of the last season and he thought they would be coming 
back again. 
 
In response to a question by Clm. Agrimonti, Mr. Dardon stated that they would be increasing 
booth rents for the first time in four years.  The increase would be minimal and the Board did not 
feel it would negatively affect the vendors.  Mr. Dardon explained the set-up and security for the 
wine tasting booth. 
 
Clm. Edwards inquired about attendance.  Mr. Dardon stated that the attendance at last year’s 
opening was approximately fifteen hundred and the average weekly attendance was between 
nine hundred and a thousand.  Clm. Edwards asked what they were doing to accommodate 
people with disabilities.  Mr. Welch responded that there was one handicap parking space at the 
entrance to the Plaza.  He added that he makes sure that all the pathways and sidewalks were 
clear with no obstructions.  Clm. Edwards inquired if they had surveyed or talked to restaurants 
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Item 7A: Discussion, consideration and possible action to authorize Valley of the 
Moon Certified Farmers’ Market to continue management of the Tuesday 
Night Farmers’ Market in the Plaza for a term to be decided by the City 
Council, Continued 

 
and businesses about the effect of the market on them.  Mr. Welch stated they had not 
performed any surveys however they had heard from a few businesses and they encouraged 
input from everyone.  Mr. Dardon stated that he had heard from the owners of The Swiss Hotel, 
and Murphy’s Irish Pub that they get really busy after the market closes.  Clm. Edwards inquired 
how many of the vendors were from Sonoma Valley.  Mr. Welch stated that the vendor selection 
process was heavily oriented toward local businesses; and about half of the ready-to-eat food 
vendors were local. 
 
Jack Wagner stated he was a huge supporter of the market and agreed with extension of their 
agreement. 
 
Clm. Edwards stated he would support a two-year extension of the management authority.  Clm. 
Agrimonti agreed.  Clm. Gallian stated they had proved themselves and she would like to see a 
three-year extension with the ability to renew for another three years.  She said the continuity 
would mean a lot to the vendors and it would boost vendor retention.  Mayor Cook stated he 
totally supported VOMCFM and could go with either two or three years. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Edwards, seconded by, Clm. Agrimonti, to authorize Valley of the Moon 
Certified Farmers’ Market to continue management of the Tuesday Night Farmers’ Market in the 
Plaza for an additional two year term.  The motion carried unanimously, Hundley absent. 
 
Clm. Hundley returned to the dais. 
 
Item 7B: Discussion, consideration and possible action relating to establishment of 

a Tobacco Retailer’s Licensing program. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that in mid-2014, the Council opened the discussion of 
establishing a Tobacco Retailers Licensing (TRL) program within the City limits of Sonoma as 
an outcome of a presentation by the American Lung Association on the potential options and 
impacts related to the regulation of smoking in Sonoma.  The regulation of tobacco retailers was 
the first step in an effort to reduce the sales of tobacco and smoking paraphernalia to minors.  
Working collaboratively with the City Attorney, members of the public health community, and 
with ChangeLab Solutions staff presented a draft of the TRL ordinance to Council for a brief 
introduction in October 2014.  Due to the proximity of the election and the potential major 
change in Councilmembers, the draft ordinance was tabled until the new Council was seated. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto stated that staff was seeking Council direction on certain specific 
sections of the draft ordinance prior to the formal introduction of the ordinance at a future 
meeting.  As drafted, the ordinance would implement a program requiring tobacco retailers to 
obtain a Tobacco Retailer License from the City in addition to any other license required under 
the Municipal Code and State law.  The license fees collected under the program will fund the 
compliance monitoring program, which will include a youth decoy sting operation coordinated by 
the Police Chief and Sheriff’s Department.    
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Jill Whitham, a cancer survivor, stated that 
cancer was the leading cause of death and she supported the ordinance and anything that 
would discourage children from smoking. 
 
Pam Granger, American Lung Association of California (ALAC), stated that the TRL ordinance 
would reduce youth uptake into smoking.  She stated that the ALAC released their annual report 
card last week and the City of Sonoma continued to have an F because it had not updated its 
policy since the mid-nineties. 
 
Elizabeth Emerson, a public health worker, stated that over a hundred communities had 
enacted similar ordinances.  She reported that TRL ordinances resulted in a decrease from 46% 
to 5% in youth purchase rates and commended the City Council for moving forward with the 
ordinance. 
 
Mary Jo Williams, Tiffany Neff, Henry Mathis and Ted Sexauer spoke in favor of the ordinance. 
 
By a straw poll, Associate City Attorney Pistole determined that the Council was unanimously in 
favor of moving forward with the TRL ordinance.  She then led the Council through a list of 
optional elements of the ordinance and responded to their questions.  By unanimous  
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Item 7B: Discussion, consideration and possible action relating to establishment of 
a Tobacco Retailer’s Licensing program, Continued 

 
consensus, Council decided to: 1) Include e-cigarettes in the restrictions; 2) To grandfather in all 
existing businesses that sell tobacco and allow the license to be transferred upon the sale of the 
business provided it stays in the same location; and 3) To not allow any new tobacco retailers.  
The Council requested staff to further research the following issues and report back to them:  1) 
Raising the minimum purchasing age.  2)  Cigars - both flavored and unflavored and how they  
should be packaged. 3) Advertisement restrictions.  Attorney Pistole stated she had enough 
direction from Council to modify the ordinance and would bring it back for further review at a 
future meeting. 
 
Item 7C: Discussion and Consideration of the 2014-15 City Council GOALS Progress 

Report. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the City Council met on May 5, 2014 and established 
their 2014-15 goals.  The seven GOALS established included thirty-one key elements which 
defined the work areas.  She stated that the GOALS were used as guiding principles for 
Department Managers in preparing the 2015 City Budget and were used by all staff as a road 
map of priorities for the fiscal year.  She stated that staff had prepared a progress report to 
provide Council and the public written validation that the direction provided by Council was 
being implemented and that the progress report demonstrated that the City remained focused 
on accomplishing the GOALS as set forth by the City Council. 
 
Mayor Cook asked if the goals could be placed in priority order instead of alphabetical.  Clm. 
Gallian commended staff for tying all their projects to Council’s goals.  She stated it was easy to 
see a return on the investment.  Clm. Gallian added that she would like to see some public 
dialog.  Clm. Hundley thanked staff and said she was looking forward to the next goal setting 
session.  Clm. Edwards complimented the attitude and sincerity of staff.  He felt the goals had 
equal weight and felt the way they were laid out was fine.  He stated that the Community Center 
or one of the schools would be a better forum to conduct a town hall meeting. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Chris Ashan suggested Council consider an 
impact free on all new housing projects to help address the affordable housing problem. 
 
Item 7D: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Set a Work Session for 

2015-16 City Council Goal-Setting. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto described the process that had been successfully utilized the prior two 
years in the development of Council goals and requested that they consider setting aside a few 
hours for an afternoon session to formulate the 2015-16 Council goals.  By unanimous 
consensus Council decided to conduct the session on March 25, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Item 7E: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action on the Potential County 

Movement to Seek Legislation to Increase the Sales Tax Cap by 2.5%. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the SCTA/RCPA Board recently discussed a potential 
movement by the Board of Supervisors to seek legislative action to increase the County sales 
tax cap by 2.5% (from 9.5% to 12%).  Due to the upcoming County Roads Maintenance sales 
tax measure and the decreasing capacity remaining in some areas Countywide, the need for an 
increase may be necessary.  In discussions with Suzanne Smith, Executive Director of SCTA, 
she noted that the increase would not impact the proposed County Roads Tax measure but 
would affect other taxing entities if they go out for a future tax increase because there would not 
be capacity for additional taxes.  Giovanatto stated that some members of the SCTA 
commented that their Councils had not discussed any position on increasing the County sales 
tax cap since no information had come forth requesting such consideration.  It was suggested 
that the discussion of whether the City Council may support legislation to increase the 
Countywide Sales Tax Cap to a maximum of 12% be brought forward to give the City’s SCTA 
representative, Councilmember Gallian, direction for the next SCTA legislative agenda item. 
 
Clm. Gallian stated that this was introduced at the last SCTA meeting and the boardmembers 
felt they should obtain direction from their prospective Council’s before weighing in.  Clm. 
Agrimonti commented that the size and number of the bound printed documents sent out by 
SCTA was deplorable. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Ted Sexaeur asked why they were targeting 
income tax.  He said that low-income people paid a higher percentage of their income than 
those with high-income. 
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Item 7E: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action on the Potential County 
Movement to Seek Legislation to Increase the Sales Tax Cap by 2.5%, 
Continued 

 
Clm. Edwards stated this was more like a lobbying effort than anything else and he felt it was a 
waste of Council’s time.  Clm. Hundley stated she would not want to make a decision without 
more information.  Mayor Cook and Clm. Edwards stated they would not support it.  It was 
moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Agrimonti, to not support the proposal.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Item 7F: Discussion, consideration and possible action providing direction to the 

Mayor regarding the City’s vote on appointments by the City Selection 
Committee and the Sonoma County Mayors’ and Councilmembers’ 
Association at their February 12, 2015 meetings.   

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the Sonoma County Mayors’ and Councilmembers’ 
Association would hold its first regular meeting of 2015 on February 12, 2015 in Petaluma.  The 
evening would include a meeting of the City Selection Committee, the Association Board of 
Directors and the General Membership.  She stated that Mayor Cook served as the City’s 
representative on the City Selection Committee and the Association Board of Directors and as 
such would be voting on various appointments of the boards along with representatives from the 
other Sonoma County cities.  She reviewed the list of appointments and names of applicants 
and stated that because there was not a letter of interest received for the opening on the 
Remote Access Network (RAN) Board by the deadline, the Council may wish to authorize 
Mayor Cook to vote using his own discretion if a nomination is made from the floor at the Board 
meeting. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  Councilmembers went 
through the list and agreed which applicants they would support.  In the instances where there 
was just one applicant, they supported the applicant.  In the following cases, where there were 
more applicants than positions, they supported:  Sam Salmon and Gabe Kearney for the Airport 
Land Use Commission; Chris Albertson for the North Bay LOCC Executive Board Alternate; and 
Carol Russell and Jake Mackenzie for the Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit Board.  It was 
moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Edwards, to ratify the appointments and to authorize 
the Mayor to vote using his own discretion if a nomination was made from the floor for the 
vacant position on the Remote Access Network Board.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 

9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 
Clm. Edwards reported that he attended the Cittaslow meeting and they would be regrouping.  
He also mentioned that it was nice to see all the Councilmembers at the Alcalde reception. 
 
Clm. Agrimonti reported that she toured the central landfill site and compost operation and that 
she was holding office hours every Tuesday between eleven and twelve. 
 
Clm. Hundley reported attendance at the SVCAC, SV Economic Development Steering 
Committee, and Library Advisory Board meetings. She stated she was available and invited 
people to call her. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported on the LOCC New Mayor and Councilmembers Conference, the LOCC 
North Bay and the SCTA meetings. Clm. Gallian requested that the issue of leafblowers be on a 
future agenda. 
 
Mayor Cook reported that the Facilities Committee met and discussed the Youth Center lease. 
 

10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported a public meeting would be held February 4 to obtain input 
from the public on alternative measures for reducing the flooding on First Street West and that 
the Police Department would be conducting a free public seminar regarding how to prevent 
identity theft on February 7. 
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11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
Patricia Cullinan, Sonoma League for Historic Preservation, reported receipt of a grant to install 
wayfinding signage along the bike path that would direct people to the museum, Vallejo’s home, 
etc.   
 
Jack Wagner stated that the Board of Supervisors had earmarked ten percent of their sales tax 
increase for public transportation and he would be asking the City to also set aside a portion of 
what it receives. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.  
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 18th day of February 2015. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 


