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Be Courteous - TURN OFF your cell phones and pagers while the meeting is in session. 
 

5:15 P.M. – SPECIAL MEETING - CLOSED SESSION AGENDA 
 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 The Mayor will open the meeting and take public testimony on closed session items only.  The 

Council will then recess into closed session. 
 

2. CLOSED SESSION 
 

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS, pursuant to Government Code  
Section 54956.8.  Property:   Sebastiani Theater, 476 First Street East, Sonoma.  Agency 
negotiators: City Attorney Walter and City Manager Giovanatto.  Negotiating parties: Sebastiani 
Building Investors, Inc.  Under Negotiation:  Price and terms of lease and/or purchase.  
 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION, pursuant to Cal. Gov't 
Code section 54956.9(d)(2).  One potential case. This matter involves the County of Sonoma's threat 
to initiate litigation against the City to recover the costs of remediating and monitoring the closure of 
the County's Central Landfill. 
  

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION, pursuant to Cal. Gov't Code 
sections 54956.9(d)(1) and 54956.96.  Name of Case:   Renewed Efforts of Neighbors Against 
Landfill Expansion vs. County of Sonoma, Sonoma Compost Company, Sonoma County Waste 
Management Agency, Case 3:14-cv-03804-THE.  The City's representative on the Sonoma County 
Waste Management Agency (SCWMA) (a joint powers agency) shall be discussing with the City 
Council and City Attorney confidential information concerning the financial and liability implications of 
this case to the City of Sonoma. 
  

6:00 P.M. – REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 
RECONVENE, CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL  (Agrimonti, Edwards, Gallian, Hundley, Cook) 
REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  It is recommended 
that you keep your comments to three minutes or less.  Under State Law, matters presented under this item 
cannot be discussed or acted upon by the City Council at this time.  For items appearing on the agenda, the 
public will be invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Council consideration.  Upon being 
acknowledged by the Mayor, please step to the podium and speak into the microphone.  Begin by stating and 
spelling your name. 

SPECIAL & REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 
& 

CONCURRENT REGULAR MEETING OF SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West, Sonoma CA 
 

Monday, February 2, 2015 
5:15 p.m. Closed Session (Special Meeting) 

6:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
**** 

REVISED AGENDA 

City Council 
David Cook, Mayor 

Laurie Gallian, Mayor Pro Tem 
Madolyn Agrimonti 

Gary Edwards 
Rachel Hundley 
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2. MEETING DEDICATIONS 

 

3. PRESENTATIONS – None Scheduled 

 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council, staff, or public request 
specific items to be removed for separate action.  At this time Council may decide to change the order of the 
agenda. 
 

Item 4A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of Ordinances 
by Title Only.  (Standard procedural action - no backup information provided) 

 

Item 4B: Approval of the Minutes of the November 13, 2014 and January 7, 2015 City 
Council meetings. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the minutes. 
 

Item 4C: Approval of the appointment of Councilmember Agrimonti as the City Council 
representative on the Sonoma County Health Action and Sonoma Valley 
Roundtable. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the revised list of Councilmember assignments. 
 

Item 4D: Approve the Notice of Completion for the 2014 Road Rehabilitation and Water 
Services Replacement Project No. 1401 Constructed by Argonaut Constructors 
and Direct the City Clerk to File the Document. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve. 
 

Item 4E: Resolution authorizing an application to the National Advisory Council on 
History Preservation for designation as a “Preserve America” community. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution.   
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council, staff, or public request 
specific items to be removed for separate action.  At this time Council may decide to change the order of the 
agenda. 
 

Item 5A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of November 13, 2014 and January 7, 
2015 City Council meetings pertaining to the Successor Agency. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the minutes. 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING – None Scheduled 
 

7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

(Matters requiring discussion and/or action by the City Council) 
 

Item 7A: Discussion, consideration and possible action to authorize Valley of the Moon 
Certified Farmers’ Market to continue management of the Tuesday Night 
Farmers’ Market in the Plaza for a term to be decided by the City Council.  (City 
Manager) 

  Staff Recommendation: Authorize Valley of the Moon Certified Farmers’ Market to 
continue management of the Tuesday Night Farmers’ Market in the Plaza for a term to 
be decided by the City Council. 
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7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL, Continued 

 
Item 7B: Discussion, consideration and possible action relating to establishment of a 

Tobacco Retailer’s Licensing program.  (City Manager) 
  Staff Recommendation:  Receive and consider input from the public and provide 

direction to staff regarding the proposed ordinance. 
 

Item 7C: Discussion and Consideration of the 2014-15 City Council GOALS Progress 
Report.  (City Manager) 

  Staff Recommendation:  Receive status report on Council GOALS. 
 

Item 7D: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Set a Work Session for 2015-
16 City Council Goal-Setting. (City Manager) 

  Staff Recommendation:  Determine date for Council Goal Setting for FY 2015-16. 
 

Item 7E: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action on the Potential County 
Movement to Seek Legislation to Increase the Sales Tax Cap by 2.5%.  (City 
Manager) 

  Staff Recommendation:  Council discretion. 
 

Item 7F: Discussion, consideration and possible action providing direction to the Mayor 
regarding the City’s vote on appointments by the City Selection Committee and 
the Sonoma County Mayors’ and Councilmembers’ Association at their February 
12, 2015 meetings.  (City Manager) 

  Staff Recommendation:  Discuss, consider, and provide direction to the Mayor 
regarding appointment recommendations. 

 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

(Matters requiring discussion and/or action by the Council as the Successor Agency) 
 

9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 

10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
I do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board on January 29, 2015. 
Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
 
Copies of all staff reports and documents subject to disclosure that relate to any item of business referred to on the 
agenda are normally available for public inspection the Wednesday before each regularly scheduled meeting at City 
Hall, located at No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA.  Any documents subject to disclosure that are provided to all, or a 
majority of all, of the members of the City Council regarding any item on this agenda after the agenda has been 
distributed will be made available for inspection at the City Clerk’s office, No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA during 
regular business hours. 
 
If you challenge the action of the City Council in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described on the agenda, or in written correspondence delivered to the 
City Clerk, at or prior to the public hearing. 
 
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
please contact the City Clerk (707) 933-2216. Notification 48-hours before the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4B 
 
02/02/2015 

 

Department 
Administration 

Staff Contact  
Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 
Approval of the Minutes of the November 13, 2014 and January 7, 2015 City Council meetings. 

Summary 
The minutes have been prepared for Council review and approval. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve the minutes. 

Alternative Actions 
Correct or amend the minutes prior to approval. 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: 
 Minutes 

 

Alignment with Council Goals:  N/A 

 

cc:  N/A 
 

 



DRAFT MINUTES 

November 13, 2014 

    
    
      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Rouse called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  No one was present to provide public 
testimony.  The Council recessed into closed session with all members present.  Also present 
were City Manager Carol Giovanatto and Labor Relations Consultant Chris Sliz. 
 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS, pursuant to Government Code § 54957.6.   
Agency designated representatives:  City Manager Carol Giovanatto & Agency Negotiator Chris 
Sliz.  Employee organizations:  City of Sonoma Employees' Association/SEIU 1021, Non-
Represented Confidential Personnel, and Executive, Management and Administrative 
Personnel. 
 
3. REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION ACTION 
 
At approximately 6:15 p.m. the Council reconvened in open session and Mayor Rouse 
announced that direction had been provided to staff and no reportable action had been taken. 
 
4.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:17 p.m. 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the ___ day of ________ 2015. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 

 
Conference Room, City Hall 

1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA 95476 
 

Thursday November 13, 2014 
5:00 p.m. 

 
**** 

MINUTES 

City Council 
Tom Rouse, Mayor 

David Cook, Mayor Pro Tem 
Steve Barbose 

Ken Brown 
Laurie Gallian 
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OPENING 
 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   Ron Wellander led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
CITY COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:  Edwards, Gallian, Hundley, Agrimonti and 
Mayor Cook 
ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
Johann, City Attorney Walter, Associate Planner Atkins 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Ron Wellander, landscape architect, stated that the current design review process 
requirements did not make sense from a project standpoint and he requested Council to 
consider making some adjustments to them. 
 
Deirdre Sheerin, CEO Sweetwater Spectrum, announced that as of the two-year 
anniversary of residency at the facility they were at capacity.  She expressed gratitude 
for the acceptance of the facility and its residents by the community. 
 
Rosemarie Pedranzini stated her disagreement with the current enforcement and 
regulation, by the City, requiring the removal of basketball hoops from streets. 
 
Lynn Clary, Overlook Trail Steward and volunteer Montini Trail Patrol, invited 
Councilmembers to tour the trail system and learn more about why the association felt 
dogs were not appropriate on the Montini Trail.  He reported a dog bite incident that 
recently occurred and stated that the trails were too narrow to accommodate dogs. 
 
Chris Ahsan stated his case for, and asked the Council to support, an increase to the 
minimum wage. 

CONCURRENT REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 

& 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE 

DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West, Sonoma CA 
 

Wednesday January 7, 2015 
6:00 p.m. 

**** 
AGENDA 

City Council 
David Cook, Mayor 

Laurie Gallian, Mayor Pro Tem 
Madolyn Agrimonti 

Gary Edwards 
Rachel Hundley 
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Jack Wagner agreed with Ahsan regarding the minimum wage and stated that he did 
not support dogs on the Montini Trail.  He announced that one of the earliest elected 
Councilmembers was also named David Cook. 
 
Responding to Ms. Pedranzini, Mayor Cook stated that the City had an ordinance that 
did not allow basketball hoops in the streets and he pointed out that the recent 
enforcement actions had been complaint driven. 
 

2. MEETING DEDICATIONS 
 
Clm. Agrimonti dedicated the meeting in the memory to Adele Harrison.  Clm. Edwards 
stated that he would donate his monthly Council stipend to the overnight shelter in 
Harrison’s memory. 
 
Clm. Gallian dedicated the meeting in the memory of Bill Kortum and David Reber. 
 

3. PRESENTATIONS 
 
Item 3A: Recognition of Mathew Tippell’s service on the Design Review and 

Planning Commission 
 
Mayor Cook thanked Mathew Tippell and presented him with a certificate recognizing 
his service on the Design Review Commission from 2009 to 2011 and his service on the 
Planning Commission from 2011 through December 2014.  Mr. Tippell stated it had 
been his honor to serve the community and that he gained more from the service than 
he had given. 
 
Item 3B: Proclamation Declaring January 2015 as Human Trafficking 

Awareness and Prevention Month 
 
Mayor Cook read aloud a proclamation recognizing January as Human Trafficking 
Awareness and Prevention Month.  He presented the proclamation to Amanda Silva of 
the Sonoma County Human Trafficking Task Force who described their efforts and 
asked for everyone to work together to abolish human trafficking through education and 
collaborative efforts. 
 
Item 3C: Proclamation in Recognition of the Valley of the Moon Natural 

History Association for Successful Operation of the Jack London 
State Historic Park 

 
Mayor Cook read aloud a proclamation recognizing the efforts of the Valley of the Moon 
Natural History Association in maintaining the Jack London State Historic Park.  He 
presented the proclamation to members of the association who expressed appreciation 
for the show of support. 
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4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 
 
Item 4A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.  
Item 4B: Approval of the Minutes of the December 1 and December 15, 2014 

City Council meetings. 
Item 4C: Approval and Ratification of the Reappointment of Robert Felder to 

the Planning Commission for an Additional Two-Year Term. 
Item 4D: Approval and ratification of the appointment of Alice Liddell to the 

Community Services and Environment Commission for a two-year 
term. 

Item 4E: Second reading and adoption of ordinance amending Title 18 of the 
Sonoma Municipal Code (Sign Regulations).  (Ord. No. 01-2015) 

 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Jeanette Fung, owner of Sox de Vine, 
stated that some Plaza merchants did not feel they had been provided an opportunity to 
weigh in on the revisions to the sign ordinance.  She stated that she had met with staff 
and the Design Review Chairperson who agreed that a discussion would be scheduled 
for their next meeting at which merchants could discuss their concerns. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Edwards, to approve the consent 
calendar as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 5A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of December 1 and 

December 15, 2014 City Council meetings pertaining to the 
Successor Agency. 

 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved 
by Clm. Agrimonti, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to approve the consent calendar as 
presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Item 6A: Review and Consideration of a Refuse Rate Adjustment with City 

Franchisee Sonoma Garbage Company, Inc. to be effective for the 
billing period beginning January 1, 2015.  

 
Mayor Cook opened the public hearing.  City Manager Giovanatto reported that the 
City’s franchise refuse hauler, Sonoma Garbage Company, Inc., submitted a proposed 
rate increase for 2015.  The proposal was based on the calculation of the Refuse Rate 
Index [RRI] to establish the increase in the base rate, which was a 4.68% adjustment.  
The proposed rate adjustment, if approved, would go into effect for the billing period 
beginning on January 1, 2015. 
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Clm. Hundley confirmed that the tipping fee portion of the rates was established by the 
County based on the landfill rate and was a pass-through fee.  Mayor Cook invited 
comments from the public.  Rosemarie Pedranzini stated that the Curotto family did a 
great job and she supported the rate increase.  Mayor Cook closed the public hearing.  
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Edwards, to adopt Resolution Number 
01-2015 entitled A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Sonoma Approving 
Refuse Rate Adjustments.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 
 
Item 7A: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to (1) Adopt a 

Resolutions Joining the Sonoma County PACE (Property Assessed 
Clean Energy) Financing Marketplace and (2) Making the Finding that 
Participation is not a “Project” under the California Environmental 
Quality Act.   

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that in 2009, the City entered into a cooperative 
agreement with the County of Sonoma allowing Sonoma property owners to participate 
in the Sonoma County Energy Independence Program (SCEIP).  The SCEIP program 
provided financing for the acquisition and construction or installation of energy efficiency 
improvements.  The Energy and Sustainability Division of the County of Sonoma 
General Services Department had also developed the Sonoma PACE Financing 
Marketplace to promote the effectiveness and sustainability of PACE financing in the 
region by further expanding the options available to property owners.  The Financing 
Marketplace integrates additional financing options from CaliforniaFIRST and California 
HERO into the region for water and energy efficiency upgrades and the installation of 
renewable energy to complement the financing option of the SCEIP program.   
 
City Manager Giovanatto explained that to enable City participation in the Sonoma 
County PACE Program, several actions were necessary including making the finding 
that participation in the PACE Financing Marketplace, including the adoption of the 
implementing resolutions and approval of the amendment, was not a project under the 
California Environmental Quality Act and adoption of resolutions authorizing 
participation in the programs. 
 
Mayor Cook confirmed that resident participation in the program would be voluntary.  
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.   
 
Clm. Hundley commented that the list of eligible projects was impressive.  City Manager 
Giovanatto referred those interested to the website, which contained very helpful 
information. 
 
Clm. Gallian praised the work of City and County staff in bringing this program forward. 
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It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Edwards, to find that participation in 
the PACE Financing Marketplace was not a project under California Environmental 
Quality Act, to approve the Amended and Restated Agreement of the California 
Statewide Communities Development Authority Joint Powers Authority; to adopt 
Resolution Number 02-2015 entitled Resolution of the City Council of the City of 
Sonoma California Consenting to the Inclusion of Properties Within the City’s 
Jurisdiction in the California Hero Program to Finance Distributed Generation 
Renewable Energy Sources, Energy and Water Efficiency Improvements and Electric 
Vehicle Charging Infrastructure and Approving the Amendment to a Certain Joint 
Powers Agreement Related Thereto; and to adopt Resolution Number 03-2015 entitled 
Resolution of the City Council of the City of Sonoma Authorizing the City of Sonoma to 
Join the California First Program; Authorizing the California Statewide Communities 
Development Authority to Accept Applications From Property Owners, Conduct 
Contractual Assessment Proceedings and Levy Contractual Assessments Within the 
Incorporated Territory of the City; and Authorizing Related Actions.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Item 7B: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Sub-

Lease of the Field of Dreams for the BR Cohn Fall Music Charity 
Fundraiser.  

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the BR Cohn Fall Music Charity, a 501 C3 
nonprofit organization, was planning to move the fall music festival to the Field of 
Dreams (FOD) to be held the first weekend of October 2015.  She stated that the City’s 
lease with the FOD required City Council approval of any subleases of the property.  
The FOD Board had approved the sublease and the BR Cohn Fall Music Charity was 
requesting Council approval of it as well. 
 
Clm. Agrimonti stated that she had a few concerns but after discussing this item with the 
City Manager realized that this approval was just the beginning step in the process and 
her concerns and questions regarding the event would be addressed later on.  Clm. 
Hundley confirmed that a variance to the noise ordinance would be granted by the 
Community Services and Environment Commission. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Fred Allebach suggested a review of the 
issues and concerns that had been raised as a result of the former Jazz Festival to 
make sure they were not repeated with this event.  Rosemarie Pedranzini spoke in favor 
of the event.  Jack Wagner agreed with Mr. Allebach about the issues related to the 
Jazz Festival and pointed out that complaints he had heard regarding the Jazz Festival 
had been that it was too expensive and the music was too loud. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Agrimonti, seconded by Clm. Hundley, to approve a sublease of 
the Field Of Dreams for the BR Cohn Fall Music Festival.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
RECESS:  The meeting recessed from 7:10 to 7:20 p.m. 
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Item 7C: Discussion, consideration and possible action to adopt an updated 

Special Events Policy. 
 
Associate Planner Atkins reported that the City’s Special Events Policy, last updated in 
2007, provided rules and processes utilized by staff and the Community Services and 
Environment Commission (CSEC) in relation to Special Events.  The stated purpose of 
the policy was to “seek an appropriate balance between the benefits of organized 
events and their associated impacts on the community”.  At the request of the City 
Council, and over the past several months, the CSEC conducted a thorough review of 
the policy and drafted proposed revisions.  On August 18, 2014, the City Council and 
CSEC discussed the policy at a joint study session and at their September 10, 2014, 
meeting the CSEC received input from the public and event organizers.  On October 20, 
2014, the City Council considered the updates to the Policy; ultimately, the motion to 
approve the updates to the Policy failed by a vote of 2-3 and was sent back to the 
CSEC for further revisions.  The CSEC has continued to work with staff to modify the 
Policy.  On December 10, 2014, the CSEC considered the modifications and voted 
unanimously to recommend that the City Council adopt the Policy as amended.  Atkins 
summarized the revisions being proposed. 
 
Clm. Agrimonti complimented staff for their diligence in seeing this policy update 
through the lengthy process.  Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Event 
Manager Mary Catherine Cutliff stated her support for the proposed revisions. 
 
Clm. Hundley stated her appreciation for the process and how everyone worked 
together.  She especially appreciated that the policy revisions included a simplification 
of the application process for successful long-term recurring events.  Clm. Edwards 
stated that the one thing he wanted kept in the forefront in dealing with events was 
security and public safety.  It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Hundley, to 
adopt the Resolution Number 04-2015 entitled A Resolution of the City Council of the 
City of Sonoma Adopting a Special Events Policy.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
 

9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 
Clm. Gallian and Mayor Cook reported attendance at the annual Blessing of the Olives. 
 
Clm. Hundley stated that she appreciated hearing from constituents. 
 
Mayor Cook announced that the January 21, 2015 Council meeting had been canceled 
and the next meeting would be February 2, 2015. 
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10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 
City Manager Giovanatto stated that she looked forward to an active and positive year.  
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
Fred Allebach stated that the signage at the Mountain Cemetery needed to be 
upgraded. 
 
Harry Blum, CSEC member, thanked the Council for the opportunity to work on the 
event policy. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. in the memory of Adele Harrison, Bill Kortum 
and David Reber. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a 
regular meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the          day of             2015. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4C 
 
02/02/2015 

 

Department 
Administration 

Staff Contact  
Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 
Approval of the appointment of Councilmember Agrimonti as the City Council representative on the 
Sonoma County Health Action and Sonoma Valley Roundtable. 

Summary 
This action will revise the 2015 City Council Assignments to Boards and Commissions adopted on 
December 15, 2014 by appointing Madolyn Agrimonti as the representative to the Sonoma County 
Health Action and Sonoma Valley Roundtable.  Another related revision to the list is the removal of 
the Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition.  Because it is a subcommittee of the Sonoma Valley 
Roundtable, it was not an appointment by the City Council and did not need to be on the list. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve the revised list of Councilmember assignments. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: 
Revised (Redlined) list of the 2015 City Council Assignments to Boards and Commissions 
 

Alignment with Council Goals:  N/A 
 

cc:     

 



 

CITY OF SONOMA 
2015 CITY COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS 

TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

Board/Committee/Commission 2015 Representative 
Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), General 
Assembly Annual April meeting in S F 

Laurie Gallian 
Gary Edwards, Alternate 

Cittaslow Sonoma Valley Advisory Council Gary Edwards 
Laurie Gallian, Alternate 

City Audit Committee 
Meets as needed 

Laurie Gallian 
David Cook 

City Facilities Committee 
Meets on an as needed basis 

David Cook 
Gary Edwards 

League of California Cities N.B. Division Liaison 
Quarterly evening meetings, various locations 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian, Alternate 

North Bay Watershed Assn. Board of Directors 
Monthly morning meetings, first Friday of Month, in Novato 

Madolyn Agrimonti 
Public Works Director, Alt. 

Oversight Board to the Dissolved Sonoma Community 
Development Agency (CDA) 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian, Alternate 

Sonoma Clean Power Authority 
 

David Cook 
Rachel Hundley, Alternate 

Sonoma County Health Action & SV Health Roundtable 
Quarterly Monthly meetings, First Friday in Santa Rosa 

Madolyn Agrimonti Rachel Hundley 

Sonoma County Mayor and Councilmembers Association Board 
of Directors (Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem) 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian 

Sonoma County Mayor and Councilmembers Association 
Legislative Committee – First Friday in Santa Rosa, 9:30 a.m. 

Rachel Hundley 
Laurie Gallian, Alternate 

Sonoma County Transportation Authority & Regional Climate 
Protection Authority – Monthly Monday meetings in Santa Rosa 

Laurie Gallian 
Madolyn Agrimonti, Alternate 

Sonoma County Waste Management Agency 
Monthly morning meetings, third Wednesday, Santa Rosa 

Madolyn Agrimonti 
City Manager, Alternate 
Public Works Dir., 2

nd
 Alt. 

Sonoma Disaster Council  (Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem per Muni 
Code) 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian, Alternate 

Sonoma Housing Corporation (Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem)  Meets 
as needed 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian 

Sonoma Tourism Improvement District Board City Manager Giovanatto 
Asst. CM Johann 

Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission 
Monthly evening meetings, fourth Wed., in Sonoma 

Rachel Hundley 
David Cook, Alternate 

Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District Board of Directors 
(Mayor & Mayor Pro Tem) Meets as needed, Tuesday mornings 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian 

S.V. Economic Development Steering Committee Monthly morning 
meetings, first or second Monday 

David Cook 
Rachel Hundley, Alternate 

Sonoma Valley Fire & Rescue Authority Oversight Committee  
(Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem) 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian 

Sonoma Valley Library Advisory Committee, Meets second 
Thursday, 4 p.m. 

David Cook 
Rachel Hundley, Alternate 

Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition (a subcommittee of the 
SV Health Roundtable) Meets as needed 

Rachel Hundley 

Valley of the Moon Water District / City of Sonoma Ad Hoc 
Committee Meets as needed 

Laurie Gallian 
Madolyn Agrimonti, Alt. 

Water Advisory Committee 
Quarterly morning meetings, first Monday, in Santa Rosa 

Laurie Gallian 
Madolyn Agrimonti, Alt. 

 

Adopted 12/15/14, Rev. 2/2/15 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4D 
 
02/02/2015 

 

Department 
Public Works 

Staff Contact  
Dan Takasugi, P.E. Public Works Director/City Engineer 

Agenda Item Title 
Approve the Notice of Completion for the 2014 Road Rehabilitation and Water Services 
Replacement Project No. 1401 Constructed by Argonaut Constructors and Direct the City Clerk to 
File the Document 

Summary 
The City Council accepted the plans for the 2014 Road Rehabilitation and Water Services Project 
No. 1401 at their meeting of August 18, 2014 and the City Manager awarded the contract to 
Argonaut Constructors.  The work generally consisted of street rehabilitation and removal / 
replacement of 1-inch and 2-inch water services infrastructure.  Final punch-list items have been 
completed and signed off by the Construction Inspector.  At this time, all work has been completed 
in accordance with the contract and it is recommended that the Notice of Completion (NOC) be 
approved and the City Clerk directed to file the NOC at the County Recorder’s Office.  There was 
one deductive contract change order for this project.  A summary of the final contract amount, 
including the approved contract change order are shown on the table below. 

 General Description Amount 
 Approved Original Contract and Contract Pay Items $736,823.50 

CCO #1 Additional Striping, Replace Monument Boxes and Balancing Quantities ($42,236.33) 

 Final Contract Amount $694,587.17 
 

 

Recommended Council Action 
It is recommended that Council approve the Notice of Completion for the 2014 Road Rehabilitation 
and Water Services Replacement Project No. 1401 Constructed by Argonaut Constructors and 
Direct the City Clerk to File the Document. 

Alternative Actions 
None recommended. 

Financial Impact 
The Council approved funding for the 2014 Road Rehabilitation and Water Services Replacement 
Project in the FY14/15 CIP Budget.  The project was funded 75% from Streets CIP and 25% from 
Water CIP.  $147,187 of the project will be funded from Measure M County-wide sales tax revenues. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: 
      Notice of Completion-2014 Road Rehabilitation and Water Services Replacement Project No. 1401 
Alignment with Council Goals:   
Supports the Council Water & Infrastructure Goals to maintain streets and water infrastructure. 
Replaced water services support the Council water conservation goal by preventing system leakage. 

 

 



 

When recorded, return to: 

 

City Clerk 

City of Sonoma 

No. 1 The Plaza 

Sonoma, CA 95476 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS:  Exempt from Recording Fees Pursuant to California Government code §6103. 

 

NOTICE OF COMPLETION 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT: 

1. On the __2nd___ day of __February_, 2015, the public project known as: 2014 Road 
Rehabilitation and Water Services Replacement Project No. 1401 was completed. 

 
2. The name and address of the party filing this Notice is: 

City of Sonoma, No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
3. The name and address of the Contractor responsible for the construction of said public 

project is:   Argonaut Constructors, P.O. Box 639, Santa Rosa, CA 95402.  
 
4. The name and address of said Contractor’s insurance carrier is: 

 

Edgewood Partners Insurance Center (EPIC) 
(Petaluma Branch) 
5350 Old Redwood Highway 
Suite 600 
Petaluma, CA 94954 
 

5. The work generally consisted of 1-inch and 2-inch diameter water service replacements 
and street rehabilitation for various streets throughout the City, including segments of 
Patten Street, Malet Street, Studley Street, Oregon Street, Sixth Street West and 
Seventh Street West. 

 
6. The original contract amount was: $_736,823.50_________ 
 

Recording of this document is requested for CITY OF SONOMA and on behalf of the City of 
Sonoma, a Municipal Corporation, under Section 6103 of the Government Code. 
 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is 
true and correct.  
 

___________________________   Dated:  _____________________, 2014 
Carol Giovanatto, City Manager 
 
ATTEST: __________________________ 

City Clerk 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4E 
 
02/02/15 

 

Department 
Planning 

Staff Contact  
David Goodison, Planning Director 

Agenda Item Title 
Resolution authorizing an application to the National Advisory Council on History Preservation for 
designation as a “Preserve America” community. 

Summary 
The Sonoma Valley Historical Society and Mayor Cook have requested that the City make 
application to the National Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for the designation of Sonoma 
as a "Preserve America Community." This designation would recognize the City's commitment to 
protecting the Sonoma's historic assets. "Preserve America" is a national initiative established in 
2003 that encourages and supports community efforts to preserve and enjoy the nation's cultural 
and natural heritage. The goals of the program include a greater shared knowledge about the 
nation's past, strengthened regional identities and local pride, increased local participation in 
preserving the country's cultural and natural heritage assets, and support for economic vitality based 
on the preservation and appreciation of historic resources. Under the Preserve America program, 
communities may apply for designation as a Preserve America Community, which recognizes 
communities that protect and celebrate their heritage, use their historic assets for economic 
development and community revitalization, and encourage people to experience and appreciate 
local historic resources through education and heritage tourism programs. Apart from providing 
greater recognition of Sonoma’s commitment of historic preservation, the primary benefit of the 
designation is eligibility for Preserve America grants. As part of the application, a resolution of the 
City Council is required (attached), which expresses the Council's support for the application and for 
continued protection of historic resources. 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt the resolution. 

Alternative Actions 
N.A. 

Financial Impact 
The City already implements programs and policies related to historic preservation. The “Preserve 
America” designation would not require or result in any changes to these existing policies and 
programs. Obtaining a “Preserve America” designation would enable the City to apply for grant 
funding to help support some of the implementation programs, but staff has no estimate of what this 
might amount to and obtaining grant funding cannot be relied upon. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified (through draft ordinance) 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Alignment with Council Goals:  

N.A. 

Attachments: 
1. Resolution 
2. Application for “Preserve America” designation 
3. Letter of support from the Sonoma Valley Women’s Club 

 



 

 

 

cc: Sonoma Valley Historical Society 
 Sonoma League for Historic Preservation 



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  XX - 2015  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA 
AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR THE DESIGNATION OF SONOMA AS A 

“PRESERVE AMERICA” COMMUNITY 
 

 
WHEREAS, Preserve America is a White House initiative developed in cooperation with 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the U.S. Department of the Interior, and 
the U.S. Department of Commerce; and  
 
WHEREAS, the goals of this initiative include a greater shared knowledge about our 
Nation’s past, strengthened regional identities and local pride, increased local 
participation in preserving the country’s irreplaceable cultural and natural heritage 
assets, and support for the economic vitality of communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, this initiative is compatible with the City of Sonoma’s interests and goals 
related to historic preservation; and 
 
WHEREAS, designation as a Preserve America Community will improve Sonoma’s 
ability to protect and promote its historical resources;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Sonoma will apply for the 
designation of Sonoma as a Preserve America Community;  
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Sonoma will protect and celebrate 
our heritage, use our historic assets for economic development and community 
revitalization, and encourage people to experience and appreciate local historic 
resources through education and heritage tourism programs.  
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED, by the City Council of the City of Sonoma, County of 
Sonoma, State of California on February 2, 2015 by the following vote: 
 
 AYES:   
 NOES:   
 ABSENT:  
 
            
      David Cook, Mayor 
 
 
      ATTEST 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Gay Johann, Asst. City Manager/City Clerk 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
Preserve America is a national program developed in cooperation with the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation (ACHP) and the U.S. Departments of the Interior, Agriculture, and other 
agencies. It highlights the efforts of the President and First Lady to preserve our national heritage. It has 
several components, one of which is the designation of Preserve America Communities. 
 
Preserve America Community designation will be granted to eligible communities that meet three 
general criteria: 
 

1) The community has recently supported a historic or cultural preservation project that has 
promoted and/or is currently promoting heritage tourism or otherwise fostering economic vitality, 
and also involved a public-private partnership between government entities and at least one civic 
association, non-profit, and/or business enterprise. 
2) The governing body of the community has adopted a resolution indicating its commitment to the 
preservation of its heritage assets. 
3) The community meets at least five criteria specified in three broad categories: discovering 
heritage through historic places, protecting historic resources, and promoting historic assets. 

 
ELIGIBLE COMMUNITIES 
Communities eligible to apply for designation as a Preserve America Community may be located in any 
U.S. state or territory, including the District of Columbia, and include: 
 

• Municipalities of any size with a mayor, city council or board chair, or equivalent chief 
elected governing official; 

• Counties with a county executive, board or commission chair, or equivalent chief elected 
             governing official; and 

• Clearly defined, populated, unincorporated communities that lack an elected governing 
official and that are located within a county or territory, provided the application for 
designation is submitted by the appropriate county or territorial government. 

 
All of the above may use this application form, which is available in .pdf or Word formats at 
www.preserveamerica.gov/communities-form.pdf or www.preserveamerica.gov/communities-
form.doc. 
 
[Note: There are two other kinds of Preserve America Community application forms. One is for use by 
federally recognized Indian tribes or Alaska Native Village corporations with a tribal chairman, and 
for subdivisions of such tribes that are represented by elected officials within the greater tribal 

COMMUNITIES PROGRAM: 
2014 COMMUNITY APPLICATION 

 
PRESERVE AMERICA COMMUNITIES PROGRAM: 2014 COMMUNITY APPLICATION                                               Page 1 of 9 
 



 
government – districts, villages, chapters, and other equivalent communities. For details, see 
www.preserveamerica.gov/tribal-communities-form.pdf or www.preserveamerica.gov/tribal-
communities-form.doc. The other is for clearly defined neighborhoods within large cities or 
consolidated city-counties (cities with a population of 200,000 or higher). For details, see 
www.preserveamerica.gov/neighborhoods-form.pdf or www.preserveamerica.gov/neighborhoods-
form.doc.] 
 
THE APPLICATION PROCESS 
Copies of the application forms, sample resolution language, a list of deadlines, and links to 
information on previously designated communities can be found at 
www.PreserveAmerica.gov/communities.html. Requests for information or forms can also be made by 
calling Judy Rodenstein at the ACHP at (202) 606-8584, or by e-mailing her at jrodenstein@achp.gov. 
 
Applications are received and reviewed by ACHP staff for completeness. Complete applications are 
shared with the National Park Service (NPS), and sometimes other agencies, for their independent 
review. Communities with incomplete or unclear applications will be contacted by ACHP staff for 
additional information or clarification. 
 
When an application is judged complete by the ACHP and the NPS, the name of the community is 
added to a list pending the next announcement of designated communities. Announcement of 
designated Preserve America Communities will take place several times a year and may be made by 
official letter or at a public event. 
 
Attached to your application, please provide the name and title of the head of your local convention and 
visitors bureau and of your state tourism office, as well as both mailing addresses. If your community is 
designated as a Preserve America Community, the ACHP will notify them of your designation. 
 
HELPFUL HINTS FOR PREPARING SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS  
Communities should follow some simple guidelines in preparing their applications for Preserve 
America Community designation to ensure their applications are complete and can be processed in a 
timely manner (item numbers refer to sections of the application form): 
 
Item 1: Be sure to consult with your State Historic Preservation Officer while developing your 
application and mail him or her a copy of the completed application. 
 
Items 3 & 7: The application must be signed and submitted by the chief elected governing official of 
the jurisdiction. In most cases, this will mean a mayor, county executive, or chair of a Board of 
Supervisors. If someone else is designated to do this, there should be a clear authorization for this 
delegation included in the submission package. 
 
Item 4A: The project you select to feature needs to be one that has been supported by the community 
within the last three years and is complete and/or already having a positive economic impact. Make sure 
the project description includes information on the public and private partners involved and their roles, 
and clearly documents how the specific project is promoting heritage tourism or economic vitality in 
the community. Any data you can share on the economic or other impacts of the project is desirable. If 
the project is a program that has been ongoing for longer than three years, please specify what has been 
added or changed within that time frame. Please note that a history of the community, a list of projects 
supported over the years, or information about planned projects that are still prospective do not meet 
this criterion. However, such information is welcome as supplementary material. 
 
Item 4B: Resolutions of the local government should be recent and specific to the Preserve America 
initiative, or should be comprehensive and current enough (within the last five years) to show the 
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community’s present commitment to the preservation of its heritage assets and the goals of the 
program. Make sure the resolution is signed and dated, and that the governing body that has adopted it 
is clearly identified. Model resolution language is available at 
www.PreserveAmerica.gov/communities.html. 
 
Item 4C: Communities should carefully read through the additional criteria for designation and ensure 
that they adequately document how they meet at least five of the criteria, including at least one from 
each of the three categories (discovering heritage through historic places, protecting historic resources, 
and promoting historic assets). If there is any question about how well the community meets one of the 
five selected criteria, then the community should provide information on more than five. Communities 
should feel free to contact ACHP staff if they have a question about how they fulfill and document 
specific criteria. 
 
Item 4C(1): An “ongoing, publicly available inventory of historic properties” means the product of a 
survey that identifies, describes, and evaluates the condition of historic properties in the community. Be 
sure to include information on when this was done, any subsequent updates, as well as how and where 
the public can access the results of this research.  
 
Item 4C(5): The “local governmental body, such as a board or commission, charged with leading 
historic preservation activities within the community” should be specifically authorized or established 
by the local government to carry out its duties. Its members must be appointed by the local government 
and its duties spelled out in a governmental document. Non-profit or quasi-governmental organizations 
with ex-officio membership of a governmental representative do not meet this requirement unless they 
have a recognized role under a governmental charter or ordinance. 
 
Item 4C(10): “A historic preservation awards or recognition program” means a program through which 
the community seeking designation gives awards recognizing outstanding efforts in historic 
preservation. It does not mean that the community has received awards for its preservation efforts. 
 
Item 4D: Communities are asked to submit three to five color images that illustrate their community’s 
character and show people using and enjoying local historic resources. Digital images on a CD with a 
minimum resolution of 300 dots per inch (dpi) are preferred; 4” x 6” or larger photographs are 
acceptable. Photocopies and images printed on paper are not acceptable. Please provide captions and 
credits for these images and identify the community on the CD or on the back of the photos. Do not 
superimpose captions, credits, or dates on the images. The images may be used on the Preserve 
America Web site or for other publicity purposes, which will increase the visibility of the community. 
 
Item 5: Additional materials are strongly encouraged, since applications will certainly be enhanced 
with a showing of community interest and involvement through letters of endorsement and illustrative 
materials. However, they are not required. 
 
Items 6 &7: Make sure to read the release authorization and logo use agreement, and to have the chief 
elected official sign and date the application. Since applications are reviewed by at least two reviewers, 
remember to submit an original and one copy set.  
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Application Form 
1. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
Communities must consult with their State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) during the 
development of this application and send a copy of the completed application to the SHPO when it is 
submitted. SHPO names and addresses can be found at www.ncshpo.org or by calling (202) 624-5465. 
 
   Check this box to signify that you have completed the above instructions. 

 
Applications must be submitted in hard copy and will not be returned. Please provide an original and 
one copy set of all materials and three to five related images as described on page 5. Please do not 
use sheet protectors, binders, or tabbed dividers. Submission well in advance of one of the quarterly 
deadlines (March 1, June 1, September 1, December 1) will facilitate timely review. 
 
Submit applications to: 
Preserve America Communities 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 803 
Washington, DC 20004 

Sources of additional information: 
Office of Preservation Initiatives  
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation  
(202) 606-8584  
Web site: www.PreserveAmerica.gov 

 
2. COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
All incorporated or unincorporated communities are eligible to seek designation as Preserve America 
Communities. Eligible tribal communities and neighborhoods within very large cities should use 
specialized application forms available at www.PreserveAmerica.gov/communities.html. 
 
Name of community seeking designation ______SONOMA______________________Certified Local Government? YES 
 
X City   County   Other ________________________________________ Population_____________ 
 
This community is in __SONOMA______ County, ___CALIFORNIA_____State or Territory. 
  
Congressional District ____C-5__________Name of Representative___MIKE THOMPSON_____ 
  
3. APPLICANT INFORMATION 
The applicant for designation can only be one of the following: 

• A mayor or equivalent chief elected governing official of an incorporated community; or 
• A county executive or equivalent chief elected governing official of a county or of the 

appropriate jurisdiction of an unincorporated community 
 

Applicant’s Name: ______David Cook________Title: ________MAYOR_________ 
  
Mailing Address: __#1 Sonoma Plaza  
City: ____SONOMA______ State: ______CA____________ Zip: ___95476_____________  
 
Phone: ________________________ Fax: ________________________ E-mail: ____________________________________ 
 
Street/Delivery Address (No Post Office Boxes): ______________________________________________________________ 
 
City: __Sonoma_________ State: _California___Zip: __95476____ 
  
Attn: _______________________________ Phone: ______________________E-mail: _______________________________  
 
For more information, contact: ______________________________________Title: _________________________________ 
  
Phone: ________________________ Fax: ________________________ E-mail: ___________________________________ 
4. DESIGNATION CRITERIA AND REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION  
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A community will qualify for designation as a Preserve America Community if: 
 

A. The community has supported (within the last three years) a historic or cultural preservation 
project that has promoted and/or is promoting heritage tourism or otherwise fostering economic 
vitality. The project must have involved a public-private partnership between government 
entities and at least one civic association, non-profit organization, or business enterprise.  
 

In 2011, the Sonoma City Council granted a request from the Sonoma 
Community Center to provide funding of $100,000 a year for five years to 
support their plans to improve programming which attracts participation from 
both the Sonoma Community and Sonoma visitors.  This came on the heels of a 
$2 million grant to update the building’s performing arts venue, and implement 
water wise practices that are a model for both the community and surrounding 
municipalities. 
 
In 2014, the Community Center’s Fourth of July Parade and Carnival was voted 
one of the best in the United States by Travel and Leisure Magazine.  There June 
issue named the top Fourth of July celebrations in the United States with 
Sonoma being ranked as number eight. The short paragraph description reads, 
“This wine country town also made the top 10 for town squares, and its adobe-
lined plaza is where you’ll find Sonoma’s 4th of July parade with marching bands-
followed by a carnival and topped off with fireworks”. 
 
The Community Center has strived for years to replicate an old-fashioned, 
hometown parade and celebration that engage the entire community.  The City 
of Sonoma grows by an additional 10,000 visitors on Fourth of July. It has 
succeeded in this heritage tourism arena with both this event and with a mid-
summer free City party in the Plaza that attracts over 5000 people.  
The Sonoma Community Center building, designed by Adolph Charles Lutgens 
of San Francisco in 1915, opened its doors in May of 1916 as the Sonoma Grammar 
School. It is a freestanding classical revival two-story building situated on the 
front half of a two-acre parcel at 276 E Napa Street.  The front elevation is 177’ 
long and is divided into five different vertical elements.  In the center is portico 
flanked by four Ionic columns. It is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
 
The building closed as a school in 1949 because it did not meet stringent 
earthquake standards.  When Dr. and Mrs. Carroll Andrews purchased the 
building in 1952, with the help of many residents who pledged whatever they 
could afford, the Andrews’ turned it over to the Sonoma Community.  The 
building became the home of a community non-profit called The Sonoma 
Community, and it is still operating in this manner today. 
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The Center has been the place where non-profits get their start, where events 
celebrating births and marriages occur, where visual and musical arts flourish, 
and where the valley comes together to put on events that define and sustain 
Sonoma.  With the help of the city’s generosity and community members who 
donate through their membership and philanthropic donations, the Center 
meets all ADA standards, is seismically safe, and has been beautifully renovated 
and maintained.  
 
Local civic organizations have funded additional projects such as the Sonoma 
Rotary Club installing a new kitchen, waterwise landscaping was installed 
through a public/private partnership including the City of Sonoma, Sonoma 
Community Center, Sonoma County Master Gardeners and the Sonoma County 
Water Agency as a community educational tool. 
 
B. The governing body of the community has recently adopted a resolution indicating its commitment 
to the preservation of its heritage assets. (Please include a signed and dated copy of the resolution.) 
 
C. The community meets at least five of the criteria outlined below (with at least one from each 
specified category). (Please check the criteria below under which you are seeking Preserve America 
Community designation. For each criterion, please provide a written description of no more than 250 
words explaining how your community meets the criterion.) 
 

Category 1: Discovering Heritage Through Historic Places 
 An ongoing, publicly available inventory of historic properties 
X A community-supported museum, interpretive facility, archive, or local history records 
collection (private or public) 
X   Active citizen volunteer involvement, such as a docent or guide program for 
interpretation of local history and culture, or volunteer participation in improving the 
condition of heritage assets within the community 
 
X    Opportunities for children to learn about local heritage in the schools, through either 
established curriculum or special outreach activities 

 
The Sonoma Valley Historical Society operates the Depot Park Museum that 
houses extensive local History archives that are available to the public. The SV 
Historical Society has published numerous books on the history of Sonoma 
including the important reference ‘Sonoma Adobes’ by Beach Alexander. The 
museum’s permanent displays include agriculture, trains, the Bear Flag Revolt, 
Victorian life, Chinese residents and early schools. A library is available for 
research. 
 
Schoolchildren tour the Depot Park Museum and the Sonoma Historic Parks as 
part of an enrichment program that supports the California State School 
curriculum. 
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The Sonoma Valley Historical Society has a summer camps to teach campers 
about archeology and early technology. 
 
The Sonoma State Historic Parks Association provides year around docent 
programs for State owned historic buildings  
 
The city of Sonoma has a volunteer city Historian,  currently George McKale, a 
qualified Historic Resource Evaluator, who performs the historian’s job 
description of ‘assisting the city of Sonoma with coordinating the preservation of 
historical records and resources and maintaining a line between the City’s past, 
present, and future’ 
 
Numerous volunteer organizations provide interpretation of local history and 
culture. The Sonoma State Historic Park Association provides docent guides to 
the Vallejo Home, the Sonoma Barracks, the Toscano Hotel, and the Sonoma 
Mission. The General Joseph Hooker House staffed by volunteers has a timeline 
of local and national history in addition to the historic timeline of General Joseph 
Hooker. An active group of preservationists attend local commission meetings 
that review discretionary actions to historic resources. 

 
Category 2: Protecting Historic Resources 

This category has been met by Certified Local Government status 
 

 A local governmental body, such as a board or a commission, charged with leading 
historic preservation activities within the community 

 An adopted community-wide historic preservation plan that is being implemented 
 A historic preservation review ordinance and volunteer or professional staff to 

implement it 
 

Category 3: Promoting Historic Assets 
X   A local heritage tourism program or active participation in a regional program, with 
such promotional material as a walking/driving trail or tour itinerary, map of historic 
resources, etc. 
X    A regularly scheduled heritage observance or event 
 A historic preservation awards or recognition program 

Although the Sonoma Visitors Bureau does not participate in a regional program 
that promotes historic assets, their website and Visitors Guide provide a free 
map of historic resources in Sonoma.  In addition to the on-line version, both 
Visitor Bureau offices have printed copies of the free map as well as a map of the 
historic Sonoma Mountain Cemetery, a map of the Sonoma Plaza trees and a map 
of local historic resources that includes details of the various historic buildings 
with accompanying narrative. 
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Sonoma has celebrated the yearly grape harvest since 1897 with their annual 
Vintage Festival, California’s oldest festival. The annual event benefits many 
Sonoma Valley community projects and non-profits 
 
Re-enactment of the Bear Flag Revolt happens every year on June 14th 
organized by the Native Sons of the Golden West Sonoma Chapter Parlor 111, 
and put on by the Bear Flag Revolt Acting Troupe. 
 
D. Submit three to five images that show people using and enjoying your historic cultural and natural 
resources (CD with digital images scanned at a resolution of 300 dots per inch (dpi) or greater or 4” x 
6” color photographs) and provide caption and credit information for each. 
 
E. Provide approximately 100-200 words on the history of your community, including founding date, 
key events, evolution of the economy, and information on historic attractions not otherwise noted in the 
application. This information will be edited and incorporated into profiles of designated communities 
(for examples see www.preserveamerica.gov/PAcommunities.html). 
 
Sonoma (pop 10849) located in Sonoma Valley has good soils, temperate climate, 
and abundant food and water that attracted indigenous peoples for at least 
12,000 years before Spanish missionaries settled in the early 19th century. Local 
tribes included the Pomo-Kashaya, Wapo, and Patwin. 

In 1823, Mission San Francisco Solano de Sonoma was established, the only 
California mission established after Mexican independence from Spain. The 
Pueblo of Sonoma was established by Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo for Mexico.  
In1835 Vallejo laid out an the eight-acre central Plaza (still the largest in 
California and still the center of the community 

On June 14, 1846, Sonoma was declared the capital of the “Bear Flag Republic” in 
a revolt against Mexican control of California. The town’s status as the nominal 
capital of California lasted 25 days, ending with California’s annexation by the 
United States. Vallejo supported the Americans when Mexico ceded all of 
California to the United States in 1848. 

Various immigrant groups brought agriculture to Sonoma making it an 
agricultural center and its abundant hot springs and food brought tourists from 
surrounding areas. Those same qualities still bring visitors including Sonoma 
being the first Cittaslow town in the US. 

The establishment of Sonoma as a Certified Local Government is important to 
the entire town 
 
5. ADDITIONAL SUPPORTING MATERIAL 
Written endorsements by preservation organizations, civic organizations, members of Congress, and 
other elected officials are encouraged. These should be addressed to Mr. Ronald D. Anzalone, Director, 

 
PRESERVE AMERICA COMMUNITIES PROGRAM: 2014 COMMUNITY APPLICATION                                               Page 8 of 9 

http://www.preserveamerica.gov/PAcommunities.html


 
Office of Preservation Initiatives, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 1100 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW, Suite 803, Washington DC 20004. (Please provide copies of any letters of endorsement.) 
 
Documenting participation in other nationwide preservation programs is encouraged. (Please let us 
know if your community is a Certified Local Government, a Main Street Community, a recipient of 
funds under the Save America’s Treasures program, or a recipient of Transportation Enhancements 
funding for historic preservation, etc.) 
  
Brochures, additional photos, reports, publications, etc. may be appended if desired. 
  
6. RELEASE AUTHORIZATION/LOGO USE AGREEMENT 
The undersigned gives the ACHP and the Preserve America Communities program absolute right to 
use, in whole and in part, all material submitted in furtherance of this application. All submitted 
materials become the property of Preserve America. Materials may be used in program activities, 
including publications and Web sites. Preserve America is given permission to make any editorial 
changes and/or additions to the subject material. The undersigned guarantees to have on file all 
necessary individual agreements and signatures to ensure Preserve America unencumbered use of all 
associated material. 
 
I further acknowledge that, if designated a Preserve America Community, our community will be 
authorized to use the Preserve America logo or to refer to Preserve America solely for non-commercial 
purposes related to the promotion and public understanding of the Preserve America Community 
designation and the Preserve America initiative. I agree that the logo, or any reference to Preserve 
America, will not be used in for-profit commercial applications or ventures and acknowledge that the 
Preserve America logo is a registered trademark entitled to the legal protections attendant to such 
status. I further agree that any use of the Preserve America logo, or any reference to Preserve America, 
will be consistent with the stated purposes of the Preserve America Community designation and the 
Preserve America initiative. I further acknowledge that the authorizations described in this paragraph 
can be revoked at any time and for any reason by the ACHP.  
 
7. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT 
The chief elected governing official of the community must sign and date this form.  
Signature must be original and in ink. 
 
Signature: __________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________ 
  
Name (please print): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Title: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Organization (if applicable): _____________________________________________________________________________ 
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City of Sonoma 
City Council/Successor Agency 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
 City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5A 
 
02/02/2015 

                                                                                            

Department 
Administration 

Staff Contact 
Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 
Approval of the portions of the Minutes of November 13, 2014 and January 7, 2015 City Council 
meetings pertaining to the Successor Agency. 

Summary 
The minutes have been prepared for Council review and approval. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve the minutes. 

Alternative Actions 
Correct or amend the minutes prior to approval. 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

 

Attachments: 
See Agenda Item 4B for the minutes 

Alignment with Council Goals:  N/A 

cc:  NA 

 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7A 
 
02/02/2015 

 

Department 
Administration 

Staff Contact  
Carol Giovanatto, City Manager 

Agenda Item Title 
Discussion, consideration and possible action to authorize Valley of the Moon Certified Farmers’ 
Market to continue management of the Tuesday Night Farmers’ Market in the Plaza for a term to be 
decided by the City Council. 

Summary 
The Tuesday Night Farmers’ Market on the Plaza has been managed by the Valley of the Moon 
Certified Farmers’ Market (VOMCFM), a nonprofit organization, since 2011.  They were first granted 
management authority by the City Council in December 2010 when they submitted a proposal in 
response to the City’s Request for Proposals for Market Management. 

The specific details of the market are considered and decided upon by the Community Services and 
Environment Commission (CSEC) upon submittal of a Plaza Use Permit application.  Initially the 
CSEC established a subcommittee to monitor the activities of the new market and their compliance 
with the conditions of approval.  Because of the extraordinary cooperation and successful 
management of the market demonstrated by VOMCFM, the CSEC recently disbanded the 
subcommittee because they felt that level of stringent monitoring of the event was no longer 
necessary. 

In their proposal, VOMCFM has requested that Council grant them a six-year term of management 
continuing through the 2020 season.  While staff supports renewal of the management authorization, 
it feels the term should be at Council’s discretion. 

Recommended Council Action 
Authorize Valley of the Moon Certified Farmers’ Market to continue management of the Tuesday 
Night Farmers’ Market in the Plaza for a term to be decided by the City Council. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
N/A.  The CSEC determines the amount of Plaza Use fees that are charged. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: 
    Proposal from VOMCFM 
 

Alignment with Council Goals:   
 

cc:    Bill Dardon via email 

 























 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7B 
 
02/02/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Carol Giovanatto, City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Discussion, consideration and possible action relating to establishment of a Tobacco Retailer’s 
Licensing program. 

Summary 
In mid-2014, the Council opened the discussion of establishing a Tobacco Retailers Licensing (TRL) 
program within the City limits of Sonoma.  This was an outcome of a presentation by the American 
Lung Association on the potential options and impacts related to the regulation of smoking in 
Sonoma.  The regulation of tobacco retailers is the first step in an effort to reduce the sales of 
tobacco and smoking paraphernalia to minors.  Working collaboratively with the City Attorney, 
members of the public health community, and with ChangeLab Solutions staff presented a draft of 
the TRL ordinance to the Council for a brief introduction in October 2014.  Due to the proximity of the 
election and the potential major change in Councilmembers, the draft ordinance was tabled until the 
new Council was seated. 
 
Presented in an expanded format for Council discussion is a draft ordinance entitled “An Ordinance 
of the City of Sonoma Requiring the Licensure of Tobacco Retailers and Amending Chapter 7.25 of 
the Municipal Code”.  Staff is seeking Council direction on certain specific sections (detailed in the 
matrix) prior to the formal introduction of the ordinance at a future meeting.  The draft ordinance will 
implement a program requiring tobacco retailers to obtain a Tobacco Retailer License from the City 
in addition to any other license required under the Municipal Code and State law.  The license fees 
collected under the program will fund the compliance monitoring program, which will include a youth 
decoy sting operation coordinated by the Police Chief and Sheriff’s Department.   Staff has created a 
matrix of sections contained in the ordinance to assist in the review of the proposed ordinance.  This 
matrix contains the optional provisions outside of the “boilerplate” language contained in the base 
ordinance.  These optional provisions, also referred to as “plug-ins” are for Council discussion and 
consideration and should be viewed individually and measured on their community merit and/or 
business impact.  These individual sections may be included, modified or deleted by the Council 
based on Council preference. 

Recommended Council Action 
Receive and consider input from the public and provide direction to staff regarding the proposed 
ordinance. 

Alternative Actions 
1. Direct staff to bring the ordinance back for introduction / first reading 
2. Make amendments to the draft ordinance and direct staff to bring back for introduction 

Financial Impact 
Income derived from the licensing program will be utilized to off-set the costs related to the 
administration and enforcement of the tobacco retailer’s compliance program. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  



Agenda Item 7B 

 
 

Attachments: 
1. Supplemental Report 
2. Matrix of Ordinance Provisions 
3. Draft Ordinance 
4. Summary and Notice 
5. Map 
6. List of Retailers 

 
Alignment with Council Goals:   

Supports the youth and enhances public safety priorities. 
cc via email:  Elizabeth Emerson 

 
 



Supplemental Report 
 

Discussion, consideration and possible action relating to establishment of a  
Tobacco Retailer’s Licensing program 

 
For the Council Meeting of February 2, 2015 

 
In mid-2014, the Council opened the discussion of establishing a Tobacco Retailers Licensing 
(TRL) program within the City limits of Sonoma.  This was an outcome of a presentation by the 
American Lung Association on the potential options and impacts related to the regulation of 
smoking in Sonoma.  The regulation of tobacco retailers is the first step in an effort to reduce the 
sales of tobacco and smoking paraphernalia to minors.  Working collaboratively with the City 
Attorney, members of the public health community, and with ChangeLab Solutions staff presented 
a draft of the TRL ordinance to the Council for a brief introduction in October 2014.  Due to the 
proximity of the election and the potential major change in Councilmembers, the draft ordinance 
was tabled until the new Council was seated. 
 
Presented in an expanded format for Council discussion is a draft ordinance entitled “An Ordinance 
of the City of Sonoma Requiring the Licensure of Tobacco Retailers and Amending Chapter 7.25 of 
the Municipal Code”.  Staff is seeking Council direction on certain specific sections (detailed in the 
matrix) prior to the formal introduction of the ordinance at a future meeting.  The draft ordinance 
will implement a program requiring tobacco retailers to obtain a Tobacco Retailer License from the 
City in addition to any other license required under the Municipal Code and State law.  The license 
fees collected under the program will fund the compliance monitoring program, which will include a 
youth decoy sting operation coordinated by the Police Chief and Sheriff’s Department.   Staff has 
created a matrix of sections contained in the ordinance to assist in the review of the proposed 
ordinance.  This matrix contains the optional provisions outside of the “boilerplate” language 
contained in the base ordinance.  These optional provisions, also referred to as “plug-ins” are for 
Council discussion and consideration and should be viewed individually and measured on their 
community merit and/or business impact.  These individual sections may be included, modified or 
deleted by the Council based on Council preference. 
 
According to the information obtained from the State Board of Equalization, there are currently 16 
businesses in the City licensed by the State to sell tobacco products.  Each business was sent a 
notice of this meeting and a summary of the major provisions contained in the ordinance.   
 
A copy of the notice and summary is attached.  Some provisions of this ordinance as drafted may 
have significant future impacts on existing businesses which are summarized below.  When 
drafting the ordinance, staff followed the model ordinance which contains the most restrictive 
provisions.  The major provisions of the draft ordinance as presented are as follows: 
 

1. All existing tobacco retailers would be grandfathered in; however, they would not be 
allowed to transfer the license from one person to another or from one location to another.  
This would result in eliminating the existing license once the business is sold or relocated 
thereby reducing the number of retail locations. 

2. The draft ordinance would prohibit the establishment of any new tobacco retailers within the 
City.  The draft ordinance restricts the number of licenses in the City to one for each 1,000 
inhabitants of the City placing a cap at 10.   

3. No new license may be issued to, and no existing license may be renewed, to authorize 
Tobacco Retailing within one thousand (1,000) feet of a Youth-Populated Area This results 
in eliminating any location within the City where a new tobacco retailer could exist.  (see the 
attached map)  

4. Penalties, fees and other administrative remedies include suspension and revocation of 
permit to sell tobacco products for a period of up to one year. 

5. Smoke shops would be prohibited. (retailing is prohibited where smoking is allowed) 



* Considerations in quotation marks “. . .” are those put forth by ChangeLab Solutions 
 

MATRIX OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE PROVISIONS 
TOBACCO RETAILERS LICENSING 

 
 
 
 

SECTION # SUBJECT OPTIONS CONSIDERATIONS 
 

7.25.025(h) Drug  
 
Paraphernalia 

Include Provision 
 
Exclude Provision 

State law already regulates the 
sale of drug paraphernalia 
 
Would make violation of State law 
a violation of tobacco license as 
well 
 
Duplicates Section 7.25.020(b) 
“catch all” 

7.25.025(i) Minimum pack 
 
Size for cigars 

- Require 
 
- Do not require 

“Single cigars appeal to youth 
because of price” 
 
Sale of individual cigars is not 
covered by Federal or State law 
 
Only cigarettes are required to be 
sold in packs of 20 

7.25.030(b) Tobacco sales at 
bars/restaurants 

Make bars eligible 
for a tobacco license 
 
Make restaurants 
eligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make both bars and 
restaurants eligible 
for tobacco license 
 
Prohibit sales at bars 
only 
 
Prohibit sales at 
restaurants only 
 
Prohibit sales at both 
bars and restaurants 

“Selling in restaurants conveys 
message to youth that tobacco 
use is acceptable” 
 
“Young adults who patronize bars 
have particularly high smoking 
rates” 

7.25.070 Transferees Make transferee of 
such business 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make transferee of 
such business 
eligible for tobacco 
license 
 

 



* Considerations in quotation marks “. . .” are those put forth by ChangeLab Solutions 
 

 
7.25.030(c) Tobacco sales at 

businesses that 
allow smoking 

Make businesses 
where smoking is 
permitted inside or 
an adjacent outdoor 
area eligible for 
tobacco license 
 
Make such 
businesses ineligible 
for tobacco license 
 

State law permits smoking in 
tobacco shops, private smokers’ 
lounges, bar patios and hookah 
bars 
 
“Prohibition would minimize 
impulsive tobacco use” 

7.25.070 Tobacco sales at 
businesses that 
allow smoking 

Make transferee of 
such business 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make transferee of 
such business 
eligible for tobacco 
license 

 

7.25.030(d) Tobacco sales at 
pharmacies 

Make businesses 
where prescriptions 
are offered for sale 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make businesses 
where prescriptions 
are sold eligible for 
tobacco license 
 
Make transferee of 
pharmacy ineligible 
for tobacco license 
 
Make transferee of 
pharmacy eligible for 
tobacco license 

“Convey mixed message to 
consumers” 
 
The legal challenge to San 
Francisco’s ban on tobacco sales 
at pharmacies has survived 
several lawsuits by Phillip-Morris 
(2009); Walgreen’s (2010); and 
Safeway (2011) 

7.25.030(e)(1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tobacco sales near 
schools 

Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
school property 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make businesses at 
different distance 
from school property 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
school property 
eligible for tobacco 
license 

“Research shows that children are 
more likely to experiment with 
tobacco when tobacco retailers 
are located near schools” 
 
Applies to public, private, 
kindergarten, elementary, middle 
jr. high and high school 



* Considerations in quotation marks “. . .” are those put forth by ChangeLab Solutions 
 

 
7.25.030(e)(1) 

 
Make businesses 
located w/in a 
different distance of 
school property 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 

7.25.030(e)(2) Libraries Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
public library 
property lines 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
public library 
property lines eligible 
for tobacco license 

 

7.25.030(e)(3) Playgrounds Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
public playgrounds’ 
property lines 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
public playground 
property lines eligible 
for tobacco license 

 

7.25.030(e)(4) Youth Centers Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
youth center property 
lines ineligible for 
tobacco license 
 
Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
youth center property 
lines eligible for 
tobacco license 

Youth Center is defined as a 
facility where children ages 6-17, 
inclusive, come together for 
programs and activities 
 

7.25.030(e)(5) Recreational 
Facilities 

Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
recreational facilities 
property line (i.e., 
playing field) 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
recreational facilities 
property lines eligible 
for tobacco license 
 

Recreational Facility is defined as 
an area, place, structure or other 
facility used either permanently or 
temporarily for community 
recreation, including gymnasiums, 
playing court or field, or swimming 
pool 



* Considerations in quotation marks “. . .” are those put forth by ChangeLab Solutions 
 

 
7.25.030(e)(6) Arcades Make businesses 

located w/in 1000’ of 
arcade open to 
public ineligible for 
tobacco license 
 
Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
arcade open to 
public eligible for 
tobacco license 

 

7.25.030(e)(7) Parks and common 
areas of private 
property 

Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
park open to public 
or common area of 
private community 
property lines 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
park open to public 
or common area of 
private community 
property lines eligible 
for tobacco license 

 

7.25.030(e)(8) Licensed childcare 
facility or preschool 

Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
childcare facility or 
preschool ineligible 
for tobacco license 
 
Make businesses 
located w/in 1000’ of 
childcare facility or 
preschool eligible for 
tobacco license 

Would not apply to small daycare 
or a large daycare facility 

7.25.030(e)(2) Eligibility for tobacco 
license renewal for 
any of above 
existing locations 
near schools and 
youth populated 
areas 

Renew license one 
time only 
 
Make license non-
renewable 
 
Make license 
renewable indefinite 
number of times for 
existing business 
owners 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



* Considerations in quotation marks “. . .” are those put forth by ChangeLab Solutions 
 

 
7.25.070 Transferees Make transferee at 

such youth 
populated areas 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make transferee at 
such youth 
populated areas 
eligible for tobacco 
license 

 

7.25.030(f) Reducing density of 
tobacco retailers by 
location 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make businesses 
located w/in 500’ of 
existing tobacco 
retailer property lines 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make new 
businesses located 
w/in 500’ of existing 
tobacco retailer 
property lines eligible 
for tobacco license 

 

 Renewal Make all existing 
businesses located 
w/in 500’ of existing 
tobacco retailer 
property lines eligible 
for renewal of 
tobacco license 

 

7.25.070 Transferees Make transferee at 
such location 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make transferee at 
such location eligible 
for tobacco license 

 

7.25.030(g) Reducing density of 
tobacco retailers by 
population 

Make businesses 
that result in over 
one tobacco retailer 
for each 1000 
inhabitants ineligible 
for tobacco license 
 
Make new 
businesses eligible 
for tobacco license 
despite having more 
than one tobacco 
retailer for each 1000 
inhabitants  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sonoma has 16 tobacco retailers 
Population: 10,600 



* Considerations in quotation marks “. . .” are those put forth by ChangeLab Solutions 
 

 
7.25.030(g) Renewal Make all existing 

businesses ineligible 
to renew tobacco 
license even if the 
number exceeds one 
for each 1000 
inhabitants 
 
Make all existing 
businesses eligible 
to renew tobacco 
license even if the 
number exceeds one 
for each 1000 
inhabitants  

 

7.25.070 Transferees Make transferee of 
existing businesses 
over one for each 
1000 inhabitants 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make transferee of 
existing businesses 
over one for each 
1000 inhabitants 
eligible for tobacco 
license 

 

7.25.030(h) License for retailers 
that primarily sell 
tobacco (i.e., head 
shops, discount 
cigarette stores and 
smoke shops) 

Make businesses 
that significant 
tobacco retailers 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make businesses 
that significant 
tobacco retailers 
eligible for tobacco 
license 

 

 Renewals Make all significant 
tobacco retailers 
ineligible to renew 
tobacco license  
 
Make all significant 
tobacco retailers 
eligible to renew 
tobacco license  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



* Considerations in quotation marks “. . .” are those put forth by ChangeLab Solutions 
 

 
7.25.070 Transferees Make transferee of 

existing significant 
tobacco retailer 
ineligible for tobacco 
license 
 
Make transferee of 
existing significant 
tobacco retailer 
eligible for tobacco 
license 

 

 
Additional Options Not in Draft Ordinance 

 
 Make businesses located w/in 1000’ of Sonoma Market and Marketplace 

Shopping Center ineligible for tobacco license 

 Prohibit flavored tobacco 

 Prohibit coupons and discounts 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

C:JAW/Sonoma/Sonoma Model (SMOKING) Ordinance (CLEAN) VP 9-23-14.doc 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SONOMA REQUIRING THE LICENSURE OF 
TOBACCO RETAILERS AND AMENDING CHAPTER 7.25 OF THE MUNICIPAL 
CODE 

 
The City Council of the City of Sonoma does ordain as follows: 

 
SECTION I.  FINDINGS.  The City of Sonoma hereby finds and declares as follows: 
 
WHEREAS, based in part on the information contained in this section, the City Council finds 
that the failure of tobacco retailers to comply with all tobacco control laws, particularly laws 
prohibiting the sale of tobacco products to minors, presents an imminent threat to the public 
health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the City of Sonoma; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that a local licensing system for tobacco retailers is 
appropriate to ensure that retailers comply with tobacco control laws and business standards of 
the City, to protect the health, safety, and welfare of our residents; and 
 
WHEREAS, approximately 480,000 people die in the United States from tobacco-related 
diseases every year, making tobacco use the nation’s leading cause of preventable death; and 
 
WHEREAS, the World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that by 2030, tobacco will 
account for 8.3 million deaths per year and will be responsible for 10 percent of all deaths 
worldwide; and  
 
WHEREAS, 5.6 million of today’s Americans who are younger than 18 are projected to die 
prematurely from a smoking-related illness; and 
 
WHEREAS, the California Legislature has recognized the danger of tobacco use and has made 
reducing youth access to tobacco products a high priority, as evidenced by the fact that:  

 
 The Legislature has declared that smoking is the single most important source of 

preventable disease and premature death in California (Cal. Health & Safety Code 
§118950);  

 State law prohibits the sale or furnishing of cigarettes, tobacco products, and smoking 
paraphernalia to minors, as well as the purchase, receipt, or possession of tobacco 
products by minors (Cal. Pen. Code §308); 

 State law requires that tobacco retailers check the identification of tobacco purchasers who 
reasonably appear to be under 18 years of age (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code §22956) and 
provides procedures for using minors to conduct onsite compliance checks of tobacco 
retailers (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code §22952); 
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 State law prohibits the sale of tobacco products and paraphernalia through self-service 
displays with limited exceptions for tobacco stores (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code §§22960 and 
22962);  

 State law prohibits the sale or furnishing of electronic cigarettes to minors (Cal. Health & 
Safety Code §119405);   

 State law prohibits the manufacture, distribution, or sale of cigarettes in packages of less 
than 20 and prohibits the manufacture, distribution, or sale of "roll-your-own" tobacco in 
packages containing less than 0.60 ounces of tobacco (Cal. Pen. Code §308.3); and 

WHEREAS, state law requires all tobacco retailers to be licensed by the Board of Equalization 
primarily to curb the illegal sale and distribution of cigarettes due to tax evasion and 
counterfeiting (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code §§22970.1 and 22972); and 
 
WHEREAS, state law explicitly permits cities and counties to enact local tobacco retail licensing 
ordinances, and allows for the suspension or revocation of a local license for a violation of any 
state tobacco control law (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code §22971.3); and 
 
WHEREAS, California courts have affirmed the power of the City to regulate business activity 
to discourage violations of law. See, e.g., Cohen v. Board of Supervisors, 40 Cal. 3d 277 (1985); 
Bravo Vending v. City of Rancho Mirage, 16 Cal. App. 4th 383 (1993); Prime Gas, Inc. v. City of 

Sacramento, 184 Cal. App. 4th 697 (2010); and 
 
WHEREAS, despite the State’s and City's efforts to limit youth access to tobacco, minors are 
still able to access cigarettes, as evidenced by the fact that: 

  
 In California, 36.8 percent of high school students have smoked a whole cigarette by 14 

years of age;  

 In California, 64 percent of adult smokers started by the age of 18;  

 Among middle school students who were current cigarette users in 2004, 70.6 percent 
were not asked to show proof of age when they purchased or attempted to purchase 
cigarettes from a store, and 66.4 percent were not refused purchase because of their age; 

 In 2002, youth smoked approximately 540 million packs of cigarettes, generating nearly 
$1.2 billion in tobacco industry revenue;  

 In Sonoma County, 70 percent of 11th graders and 52 percent of 9th graders report that it 
is "fairly" or "very" easy to obtain cigarettes;  

WHEREAS, California retailers continue to sell tobacco to underage consumers, evidenced by 
the following: 

 
 7.6 percent of all tobacco retailers were witnessed unlawfully selling to minors in 2013; 
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 Among the 14.2 percent of minors nationwide who smoked cigarettes in 2011, 14.0 
percent had usually obtained their own cigarettes by buying them in a store or gas station; 

WHEREAS, research demonstrates that local tobacco retail ordinances dramatically reduce 
youth access to cigarettes. For example:  

 
 A review of 33 California communities with strong tobacco retailer licensing ordinances 

shows that the youth sales rate declined in 31 of these communities after the ordinances 
were enacted, with an average decrease of 26 percent in the youth sales rate; 

 Over 90 percent of enforcement agencies surveyed in 2000 rated license suspension or 
revocation after repeated violations as an effective strategy to reduce youth access to 
tobacco; and 

 A study found that odds of daily smoking were reduced by 2% for each 1% increase in 
merchant compliance with youth access laws; and 

 A study of the effect of licensing and enforcement methods used in the Philadelphia area 
revealed a decrease in sales to minors from 85 percent in 1994 to 43 percent in 1998;  

 A study of several Minnesota cities found that an increased licensing fee in conjunction 
with strict enforcement of youth access laws led to a decrease from 39.8 percent to 4.9 
percent in the number of youth able to purchase tobacco; and 
 

WHEREAS, over 100 cities and counties in California have passed tobacco retailer licensing 
ordinances in an effort to stop minors from using tobacco; and 
 
WHEREAS, a requirement for a tobacco retailer license will not unduly burden legitimate 
business activities of retailers who sell or distribute cigarettes or other tobacco products to adults. 
It will, however, allow the City to regulate the operation of lawful businesses to discourage 
violations of federal, state, and local tobacco-related laws; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has a substantial interest in promoting compliance with federal, state, and 
local laws intended to regulate tobacco sales and use; in discouraging the illegal purchase of 
tobacco products by minors; in promoting compliance with laws prohibiting sales of cigarettes 
and tobacco products to minors; and finally, and most importantly, in protecting children from 
being lured into illegal activity through the misconduct of adults; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, it is the intent of the City Council, in enacting this ordinance, to ensure 
compliance with the business standards and practices of the City and to encourage responsible 
tobacco retailing and to discourage violations of tobacco-related laws, especially those which 
prohibit or discourage the sale or distribution of tobacco and nicotine products to minors, but not 
to expand or reduce the degree to which the acts regulated by federal or state law are criminally 
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proscribed or to alter the penalties provided therein. 
 
 
SECTION II.  Chapter 7.25 of the Sonoma Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
Sec.  7.25.010. DEFINITIONS. The following words and phrases, whenever used in this 
chapter, shall have the meanings defined in this section unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise:  

 
(a)  "Arm’s Length Transaction" means a sale in good faith and for valuable consideration 

that reflects the fair market value in the open market between two informed and 
willing parties, neither of which is under any compulsion to participate in the 
transaction. A sale between relatives, related companies or partners, or a sale for 
which a significant purpose is avoiding the effect of the violations of this is not an 
Arm’s Length Transaction. 

 
(b) "Cigar" means (i) any roll of tobacco wrapped entirely or in part in tobacco or in any 

substance containing tobacco; or (ii) any paper or wrapper that contains tobacco and is 
designed for smoking or ingestion of tobacco products.  For the purposes of this 
subsection, "Cigar" includes, but is not limited to, Tobacco Products known or labeled 
as "cigar," "cigarillo," "tiparillo," "little cigar," "blunt wrap," or "cigar wrap." 

 
(c) "City" means the City of Sonoma, State of California. 
 
(d) "Department" means City Manager, and any agency or Person designated by the 

Department to enforce or administer the provisions of this chapter.  
 
(e) “Drug Paraphernalia” has the meaning set forth in California Health & Safety Code  

  § 11014.5, as that section may be amended from time to time. 
 

(f) “Electronic Smoking Device” means an electronic and/or battery-operated device,  
  the use of which may resemble smoking, which can be used to deliver an inhaled dose 
  of nicotine or other substances. “Electronic Smoking Device” includes any such   
  electronic smoking device, whether manufactured, distributed, marketed, or sold as  
  an electronic cigarette, an electronic cigar, an electronic cigarillo, an electronic 

  pipe, an electronic hookah, or any other product name or descriptor. “Electronic   
  Smoking Device" does not include any product specifically approved by the United  
  States Food and Drug Administration for use in the mitigation, treatment, or    
  prevention of disease. 

 
(g)  “Electronic Smoking Device Paraphernalia” means cartridges, cartomizers, e-liquid, 

smoke juice, tips, atomizers, Electronic Smoking Device batteries, Electronic Smoking 
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Device chargers, and any other item specifically designed for the preparation, 
charging, or use of Electronic Smoking Devices. 

 
(h) "Person" means any natural person, partnership, cooperative association, corporation, 

personal representative, receiver, trustee, assignee, or any other legal entity. 
 
(i) "Proprietor" means a Person with an ownership or managerial interest in a business. 

An ownership interest shall be deemed to exist when a Person has a ten percent (10%) 
or greater interest in the stock, assets, or income of a business other than the sole 
interest of security for debt. A managerial interest shall be deemed to exist when a 
Person can or does have or share ultimate control over the day-to-day operations of a 
business. 

 
(j)  "Self-Service Display" means the open display or storage of Tobacco Products or 

Smoking Paraphernalia in a manner that is physically accessible in any way to the 
general public without the assistance of the retailer or employee of the retailer and a 
direct person-to-person transfer between the purchaser and the retailer or employee of 
the retailer. A vending machine is a form of Self-Service Display. 

 
(k) "Significant Tobacco Retailer" means any Tobacco Retailer for which the principal or 

core business is selling Tobacco Products, Smoking Paraphernalia, or both as 
evidenced by any of the following: twenty percent (20%) or more of floor or display 
area is devoted to Tobacco Products, Smoking Paraphernalia, or both. 

 

(l)  "Smoking Paraphernalia" means Tobacco Paraphernalia, Electronic Smoking Devices, 
and Electronic Smoking Device Paraphernalia. 

 
 (m) "Tobacco Paraphernalia" means cigarette papers or wrappers, pipes, cigarette rolling 

machines, and any other item designed for the consumption or preparation of Tobacco 
Products. 

 
 (n) "Tobacco Product" means any product that contains tobacco, is derived from tobacco, 

or contains synthetically produced nicotine and is intended for human consumption. 
"Tobacco Product" does not include any cessation product specifically approved by 
the United States Food and Drug Administration for use in treating nicotine or tobacco 
dependence. 

 
 (o) "Tobacco Retailer" means any Person who sells, offers for sale, or does or offers to 

exchange for any form of consideration, tobacco, Tobacco Products or Smoking 
Paraphernalia. "Tobacco Retailing" shall mean the doing of any of these things. This 
definition is without regard to the quantity of tobacco, Tobacco Products, or Smoking 
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Paraphernalia sold, offered for sale, exchanged, or offered for exchange. 
 
Sec. 7.25.020. REQUIREMENTS AND PROHIBITIONS 

 (a)  TOBACCO RETAILER’S LICENSE REQUIRED. It shall be unlawful for any 
Person to act as a Tobacco Retailer in the City without first obtaining and maintaining 
a valid Tobacco Retailer’s license pursuant to this chapter for each location at which 
that activity is to occur. Tobacco Retailing without a valid Tobacco Retailer’s license 
is a nuisance as a matter of law.  

 
(b) LAWFUL BUSINESS OPERATION. In the course of Tobacco Retailing or in the 

operation of the business or maintenance of the location for which a license issued, it 
shall be a violation of this chapter for a licensee, or any of the licensee’s agents or 
employees, to violate any local, state, or federal law applicable to Tobacco Products, 
Smoking Paraphernalia, or Tobacco Retailing. 

 
(c)  DISPLAY OF LICENSE. Each Tobacco Retailer license shall be prominently 

displayed in a publicly visible location at the licensed location. 
 
(d)  POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED. No Person engaged in Tobacco 

Retailing shall sell or transfer a Tobacco Product or Smoking Paraphernalia to another 
Person who appears to be under the age of twenty-seven (27) years without first 
examining the identification of the recipient to confirm that the recipient is at least the 
minimum age under state law to purchase and possess the Tobacco Product or 
Smoking Paraphernalia. 

 
(e)  MINIMUM AGE FOR PERSONS SELLING TOBACCO. No Person who is younger 

than the minimum age established by state law for the purchase or possession of 
Tobacco Products shall engage in Tobacco Retailing. 

 
(f)  SELF-SERVICE DISPLAYS PROHIBITED. Tobacco Retailing by means of a Self-

Service Display is prohibited. 
 
(g)  FALSE AND MISLEADING ADVERTISING PROHIBITED. A Tobacco Retailer 

without a valid Tobacco Retailer license or a Proprietor without a valid Tobacco 
Retailer license, including, for example, a Person whose license has been suspended or 
revoked: 
 

(1) Shall keep all Tobacco Products and Smoking Paraphernalia out of public view. 
The public display of Tobacco Products or Smoking Paraphernalia in violation of 
this provision shall constitute Tobacco Retailing without a license under Section 
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7.025.120; and 
 

 (2) Shall not display any advertisement relating to Tobacco Products or Smoking 
Paraphernalia that promotes the sale or distribution of such products from the 
Tobacco Retailer’s location or that could lead a reasonable consumer to believe 
that such products can be obtained at that location. 

 
(h) DRUG PARAPHERNALIA.  It shall be a violation of this chapter for any licensee 

or any of the licensee's agents or employees to violate any local, state, or federal law 
regulating controlled substances or Drug Paraphernalia, such as, for example, 
California Health & Safety Code § 11364.7, except that conduct authorized pursuant 
to the state Medical Marijuana Program (California Health & Safety Code §§ 
11362.7 et seq.) shall not be a violation of this chapter. 

 
(i) MINIMUM PACK SIZE FOR CIGARS.  Notwithstanding any other provision of 

this chapter, it shall be a violation of this chapter for any licensee or any of the 
licensee's agents or employees to sell, offer for sale, or exchange for any form of 
consideration: 

 (1) any single Cigar, whether or not packaged for individual sale; 
 (2) any number of Cigars fewer than the number contained in the manufacturer's  

  original consumer packaging designed for retail sale to a consumer; 
 (3) any package of Cigars containing fewer than five Cigars. 
 (4) this section does not apply to the sale or offer for sale of a single cigar for   

  which the retail price exceeds three dollars ($3.00). 
 

Sec. 7.25.030. LIMITS ON ELIGIBILITY FOR A TOBACCO RETAILER 
LICENSE.  

 
 (a)  MOBILE VENDING. No license may be issued to authorize Tobacco Retailing at  
  other than a fixed location. For example, Tobacco Retailing by Persons on foot or  
  from vehicles is prohibited.  

 
(b) BARS AND RESTAURANTS.  No license may be issued to authorize Tobacco 

Retailing at any location that is (i) licensed under state law to serve alcoholic 
beverages for consumption on the premises (e.g., an "on-sale" license issued by the 
California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control); or (ii) offering food for sale 
for consumption on the premises.  For example, and without limitation, Tobacco 
Retailing is prohibited in bars and restaurants. 

 
(c) SMOKING ON PREMISES.  No license may be issued to authorize Tobacco 
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Retailing at any location where Smoking is permitted inside the premises or in any 
adjacent outdoor area owned, leased, or operated by the Person to be licensed.  In 
addition, no license may issue to authorize Tobacco Retailing at any location where 
Smoking is permitted within twenty-five (25) feet of any doorway, window, opening, 
or other vent into the license premises. 

 
(d) PHARMACIES.  No license may be issued to authorize Tobacco Retailing in a 

Pharmacy.  For the purposes of this subsection, "Pharmacy" means any retail 
establishment in which the profession of pharmacy is practiced by a pharmacist 
licensed by the State of California in accordance with the Business and Professions 
Code and where prescription pharmaceuticals are offered for sale, regardless of 
whether the retail establishment sells other retail goods in addition to prescription 
pharmaceuticals.  

 
(e) SCHOOLS AND YOUTH-POPULATED AREAS.  Tobacco Retailing is prohibited 

near schools and areas with youth populations as follows: 
 

 No new license may be issued to, and no existing license may be renewed, to authorize 
Tobacco Retailing within one thousand (1,000) feet of a Youth-Populated Area as 
measured by a straight line from the nearest point of the property line of the parcel on 
which the Youth-Populated Area is located to the nearest point of the property line of  the 
parcel on which the applicant's business is located.  For the purposes of this subsection, a 
"Youth-Populated Area" means a parcel in the City that is occupied by: 

 
  (1) a private or public kindergarten, elementary, middle, junior high, or high 
   school; 
  (2) a library open to the public; 
  (3) a playground open to the public; 
  (4) a youth center, defined as a facility where children, ages 6 to 17, inclusive,  

  come together for programs and activities; 
  (5) a recreation facility open to the public, defined as an area, place, structure, or  

  other facility that is used either permanently or temporarily for community  
  recreation, even though it may be used for other purposes.  "Recreation   
  Facility" includes, but is not limited to, a gymnasium, playing court, playing  
  field, and swimming pool; 

  (6)  an arcade open to the public; 
  (7)  a park open to the public or to all the residents of a private community; 
  (8)  a licensed child-care facility or preschool other than a small family daycare  

  facility or a large family daycare facility as defined in California Health &  
  Safety Code § 1596.78; 
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 (f)  PROXIMITY TO OTHER RETAILERS.  No license may be issued to   
  authorize Tobacco Retailing within five hundred (500) feet of a Tobacco   
  Retailer location already licensed pursuant to this chapter as measured by a  
  straight line from the nearest point of the property line of the parcel on which  
  the  applicant's business is located to the nearest point of the property line of  
  the  parcel on which an existing licensee's business is located. 

 
   Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Tobacco Retailer operating lawfully on the  

  effective date of this ordinance that otherwise would be eligible for a Tobacco 
  Retailer license for the location for which a license is sought may receive or  
  renew a license for that location so long as: (i) the license is timely obtained  
  and is renewed without lapse or permanent revocation (as opposed to    
  temporary suspension); (ii) the Tobacco Retailer is not closed for business or  
  otherwise suspends Tobacco Retailing for more than sixty (60) consecutive  
  days; (iii) the Tobacco Retailer does not substantially change the business   
  premises or business operation; and (iv) the Tobacco Retailer retains the   
  right to operation under other applicable laws, including without limitation  
  the zoning ordinance and building codes.  

 
 (g) POPULATION AND DENSITY.  The issuing of Tobacco Retailer licenses is 

 limited as follows: 
 
  (1) The total number of Tobacco Retailer licenses within the City shall be   

  limited to one for each 1,000 or fraction thereof, inhabitants of the City. 
   
  (2) For the purposes of this subsection, the total population of the City shall  

  be determined by the most current published total available from the U.S.  
  Census Bureau or the California State Department of Finance, whichever  
  has been more recently updated, as of the date the license application is  
  filed. 

 
  (3) So long as the number of Tobacco Retailer licenses issued equals or   

  exceeds the total number authorized pursuant to subsection (1), no new  
  license may issue to authorize Tobacco Retailing. 

 
   Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Tobacco Retailer operating lawfully on  

  the effective date of this ordinance that would otherwise be eligible for a  
  Tobacco Retailer license for the location for which a license is sought may 
  receive renew a license for that location so long as: (i) the license is   
  timely obtained and is renewed without lapse or permanent revocation (as  
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  opposed to temporary suspension); (ii) the Tobacco Retailer is not closed  
  for business or otherwise suspends Tobacco Retailing for more than sixty  
  (60) consecutive days; (iii) the Tobacco Retailer does not substantially  
  change the business premises or business operation; and (iv) the Tobacco  
  Retailer retains the right to operate under other applicable laws,    
  including without limitation, the zoning ordinance, building codes, or   
  other applicable codes. 

 
 (h) SIGNIFICANT TOBACCO RETAILERS.  No license may be  issued to 

 authorize  Tobacco Retailing by a Significant Tobacco Retailer, provided that 
 a Significant Tobacco Retailer operating legally on the date the ordinance 
 enacting this chapter was first introduced which otherwise would be entitled 
 to receive a license may receive a license and may continue to operate so long 
 as (1) the license renewed without lapse or revocation; (2) the Significant 
 Tobacco Retailer is not closed for business and does not otherwise suspend 
 Tobacco Retailing for more than sixty (60) consecutive days; (3) the 
 Significant Tobacco Retailer does not substantially change the business 
 premises or business operation; and (4) the Significant Tobacco Retailer 
 retains the right to operate under other applicable laws, including without 
 limitation, the zoning ordinance, building codes, or other applicable codes.  
 If the Department determines that a Significant Tobacco Retailer no longer 
 qualifies to be licensed to continue Tobacco Retailing under the standards of 
 this section, it shall revoke the license for the Significant Tobacco Retailer in  

  the manner, and subject to the appeal rights, specified in Section 7.25.110(b) 
 of this chapter. 

 
 Sec. 7.25.040. APPLICATION PROCEDURE.  

 
(a)  Application for a Tobacco Retailer’s license shall be submitted in the name of each 

Proprietor proposing to conduct retail tobacco sales and shall be signed by each 
Proprietor or an authorized agent thereof.  

 
It is the responsibility of each Proprietor to be informed regarding all laws applicable 
to Tobacco Retailing, including those laws affecting the issuance of a Tobacco 
Retailer’s license. No Proprietor may rely on the issuance of a license as a 
determination by the City that the Proprietor has complied with all laws applicable to 
Tobacco Retailing. A license issued contrary to this chapter, contrary to any other law, 
or on the basis of false or misleading information supplied by a Proprietor shall be 
revoked pursuant to Section 7.025.110(c) ] of this chapter. Nothing in this chapter 
shall be construed to vest in any Person obtaining and maintaining a Tobacco 
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Retailer’s license any status or right to act as a Tobacco Retailer in contravention of 
any provision of law. 

 
All applications shall be submitted on a form supplied by the Department and shall 
contain the following information: 

 
(1) The name, address, and telephone number of each Proprietor of the business 

seeking a license. 
 

(2) The business name, address, and telephone number of the single fixed location for 
which a license is sought. 

 
(3) A single name and mailing address authorized by each Proprietor to receive all 

communications and notices (the "Authorized Person and Address") required by, 
authorized by, or convenient to the enforcement of this chapter. If an Authorized 
Person and Address is not supplied, each Proprietor shall be understood to consent 
to the provision of notice at the business address specified in subparagraph (2) 
above. 

 
(4) Proof that the location for which a Tobacco Retailer’s license is sought has been 

issued a valid state tobacco retailer’s license by the California Board of 
Equalization. 

 
(5) Such other information as the Department deems necessary for the administration 

or enforcement of this chapter as specified on the application form required by this 
section. 

 
(b) A licensed Tobacco Retailer shall inform the Department in writing of any change in 

the information submitted on an application for a Tobacco Retailer’s license within      
ten (10) business days of a change. 

 
(c)  All information specified in an application pursuant to this section shall be subject to 

disclosure under the California Public Records Act (California Government Code 
§6250 et seq.) or any other applicable law, subject to the laws’ exemptions. 

 
Sec. 7.25.050. ISSUANCE OF LICENSE. Upon the receipt of a complete application for a 
Tobacco Retailer’s license and the license fee required by this chapter, the Department shall 
issue a license unless substantial evidence demonstrates that one or more of the following bases 
for denial exists: 
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(a) The information presented in the application is inaccurate or false. Intentionally 
supplying inaccurate or false information shall be a violation of this chapter. 

 
(b) The application seeks authorization for Tobacco Retailing at a location for which this 

chapter prohibits issuance of Tobacco Retailer licenses. However, this subparagraph 
shall not constitute a basis for denial of a license if the applicant provides the City with 
documentation demonstrating by clear and convincing evidence that the applicant has 
acquired or is acquiring the location or business in an Arm’s Length Transaction. 

 
(c) The application seeks authorization for Tobacco Retailing for a Proprietor to whom 

this chapter prohibits a license to be issued. 
 
(d) The application seeks authorization for Tobacco Retailing that is prohibited pursuant 

to this chapter (e.g., mobile vending), that is unlawful pursuant to this Code, including 
without limitation, zoning ordinance and building code ordinance, or that is unlawful 
pursuant to any other law.  

 
Sec. 7.25.060. LICENSE RENEWAL AND EXPIRATION.  
 

(a) RENEWAL OF LICENSE. A Tobacco Retailer’s license is invalid if the appropriate 
license fee has not been timely paid in full or if the term of the license has expired. The 
term of a Tobacco Retailer license is one calendar year. Each Tobacco Retailer shall 
apply for the renewal of his or her Tobacco Retailer’s license and submit the license fee 
no later than November 30 of each year, commencing November 30, 2015, and annually 
thereafter. 

 
(b)  EXPIRATION OF LICENSE. A Tobacco Retailer’s license that is not timely renewed 

shall expire on December 31 of each year. To renew a license not timely renewed 
pursuant to subparagraph (a), the Proprietor must: 

 
(1) Submit the license fee and the renewal form; and 
 
(2) Submit a signed affidavit affirming that the Proprietor has not sold and will not sell 

any Tobacco Product or Smoking Paraphernalia after the license expiration date 
and before the license is renewed. 

 
Sec. 7.25.070. LICENSES NONTRANSFERABLE.  

 
(a)  A Tobacco Retailer’s license may not be transferred from one Person to another or 

from one location to another. A new Tobacco Retailer’s license is required whenever a 
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Tobacco Retailing location has a change in Proprietor(s). 
(b)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, prior violations at a location shall 

continue to be counted against a location and license ineligibility periods shall 
continue to apply to a location unless: 

 
(1)  the location has been transferred to new Proprietor(s) in an Arm’s Length 

Transaction; and 
 
(2)  the new Proprietor(s) provide the Department with clear and convincing evidence 

that the new Proprietor(s) have acquired or are acquiring the location in an Arm’s 
Length Transaction. 

 
Sec. 7.25.080. LICENSE CONVEYS A LIMITED, CONDITIONAL PRIVILEGE.  

 
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to grant any Person obtaining and maintaining a 
Tobacco Retailer’s license any status or right other than the limited conditional privilege to act as 
a Tobacco Retailer at the location in the City identified on the face of the license. For example, 
nothing in this chapter shall be construed to render inapplicable, supersede, or apply in lieu of, 
any other provision of applicable law, including but not limited to, any provision of this Code 
including without limitation, the zoning ordinance and building codes, or any condition or 
limitation on smoking in an enclosed place of employment pursuant to California Labor Code 
section 6404.5. For example, obtaining a Tobacco Retailer’s license does not make the retailer a 
"retail or wholesale tobacco shop" for the purposes of California Labor Code section 6404.5. 
 
Sec. 7.25.090. FEE FOR LICENSE. The fee to issue or to renew a Tobacco Retailer’s license 
shall be established from time to time by resolution of the City. The fee shall be calculated so as 
to recover the cost of administration and enforcement of this chapter, including, for example, 
issuing a license, administering the license program, retailer education, retailer inspection and 
compliance checks, documentation of violations, and prosecution of violators, but shall not 
exceed the cost of the regulatory program authorized by this chapter.  Fees are nonrefundable 
except as may be required by law.  
 
Sec. 7.25.100. COMPLIANCE MONITORING. 

 
(a)  Compliance with this chapter shall be monitored by the Department. In addition, any 

peace officer may enforce the penal provisions of this chapter. The Department may 
designate any number of additional Persons to monitor compliance with this chapter. 

 
(b)  The Department shall inspect each Tobacco Retailer at least one (1) time per twelve 

(12) month period. Nothing in this paragraph shall create a right of action in any 
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licensee or other Person against the City or its agents. 
 

(c)  The Department shall not enforce any law establishing a minimum age for Tobacco 
purchases or possession against a Person who otherwise might be in violation of such 
law because of the Person’s age (hereinafter "Youth Decoy") if the potential violation 
occurs when: 
 

(1)  the Youth Decoy is participating in an inspection supervised by a peace officer, 
code enforcement official, or the Person designated by the City to monitor 
compliance with this chapter;  

 
 (2) the Youth Decoy is acting as an agent of a Person designated by the City to 

monitor compliance with this chapter; or 
 
(3)  the Youth Decoy is participating in an inspection funded in part, either directly or 

indirectly through subcontracting, by the County of Sonoma Department of Health 
Services or the California Department of Health Services.  

 
Sec. 7.25.110. SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE. 

 
(a)  SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE FOR VIOLATION. In addition to 

any other penalty authorized by law, a Tobacco Retailer’s license shall be suspended 
or revoked if any court of competent jurisdiction determines, or the Department finds 
based on a preponderance of the evidence, after the licensee is afforded notice and an 
opportunity to be heard, that the licensee, or any of the licensee’s agents or employees, 
has violated any of the requirements, conditions, or prohibitions of this chapter or has 
pleaded guilty, "no contest" or its equivalent, or admitted to a violation of any law 
designated in Section 7.025.020 above. 

 
(1) Upon a finding by the Department of a first violation of this chapter at a location 

within any sixty (60)-month period, the license shall be suspended for thirty (30) 
days. 

 
(2) Upon a finding by the Department of a second violation of this chapter at a 

location within any sixty (60)-month period, the license shall be suspended for 
ninety (90) days. 

 
(3)  Upon a finding by the Department of a third violation of this chapter at a location 

within any sixty (60)-month period, the license shall be suspended for one (1) year. 
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(4) Upon a finding by the Department of four or more violations of this chapter at a 

location within any sixty (60)-month period, the license shall be revoked. 
 
(b)  APPEAL OF SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION. A decision of the Department to 

suspend or revoke a license is appealable to the City Council and any appeal must be 
filed in writing with the City Clerk within fifteen (15) days of mailing of the 
Department’s decision and the applicable appeal fee must be paid. If such an appeal is 
timely made, it shall stay enforcement of the appealed action. An appeal to the City 
Council is not available for a revocation made pursuant to subsection (c) below. 

 
(c)  REVOCATION OF LICENSE WRONGLY ISSUED. A Tobacco Retailer’s license 

shall be revoked if the City Council finds, after the licensee is afforded notice and an 
opportunity to be heard, that one or more of the bases for denial of a license under 
Section 7.025.050 existed at the time application was made or at any time before the 
license issued. The decision by the City Council shall be the final decision of the City. 
Such a revocation shall be without prejudice to the filing of a new license application. 

 
Sec. 7.25.120. TOBACCO RETAILING WITHOUT A VALID LICENSE.  

  
(a)  In addition to any other penalty authorized by law, if a court of competent jurisdiction 

determines, or the City Council finds based on a preponderance of evidence, after 
notice and an opportunity to be heard, that any Person has engaged in Tobacco 
Retailing at a location without a valid Tobacco Retailer’s license, either directly or 
through the Person’s agents or employees, the Person shall be ineligible to apply for, 
or to be issued, a Tobacco Retailer’s license as follows: 

 
(1)  After a first violation of this section at a location within any sixty (60)-month 

period, no new license may issue for the Person or the location (unless ownership 
of the business at the location has been transferred in an Arm’s Length 
Transaction), until thirty (30) days have passed from the date of the violation. 

 
(2)  After a second violation of this section at a location within any sixty (60)-month 

period, no new license may issue for the Person or the location (unless ownership 
of the business at the location has been transferred in an Arm’s Length 
Transaction), until ninety (90) days have passed from the date of the violation. 

 
(3)  After of a third or subsequent violation of this section at a location within any sixty 

(60)-month period, no new license may issue for the Person or the location (unless 
ownership of the business at the location has been transferred in an Arm’s Length 
Transaction), until sixty (60) months have passed from the date of the violation. 
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(b) Tobacco Products and Smoking Paraphernalia offered for sale or exchange in violation 

of this section are subject to seizure by the Department or any peace officer and shall 
be forfeited after the licensee and any other owner of the Tobacco Products and 
Smoking Paraphernalia seized is given reasonable notice and an opportunity to 
demonstrate that the Tobacco Products and Smoking Paraphernalia were not offered 
for sale or exchange in violation of this chapter. The decision by the Department may 
be appealed pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 7.025.110(b). Forfeited 
Tobacco Products and Smoking Paraphernalia shall be destroyed after all internal 
appeals have been exhausted and the time in which to seek judicial review pursuant to 
California Code of Civil Procedure section 1094.6 or other applicable law has expired 
without the filing of a lawsuit or, if such a suit is filed, after judgment in that suit 
becomes final. 

 
(c)  For the purposes of the civil remedies provided in this chapter, each of the following 

constitutes a separate violation of this chapter:  
 

(1)  each day on which a Tobacco Product or Smoking Paraphernalia is offered for sale 
in violation of this chapter; or  

 
(2)  each individual retail Tobacco Product and each individual retail item of Smoking 

Paraphernalia that is distributed, sold, or offered for sale in violation of this 
chapter;  

 
Sec. 7.25.130. ADDITIONAL REMEDIES.  

 
(a)  The remedies provided by this chapter are cumulative and in addition to any other 

remedies available at law or in equity. 
 
(b)  Whenever evidence of a violation of this chapter is obtained in any part through the 

participation of a Person under the age of eighteen (18) years old, such a Person shall not 
be required to appear or give testimony in any civil or administrative process brought to 
enforce this chapter and the alleged violation shall be adjudicated based upon the 
sufficiency and persuasiveness of the evidence presented. 

 
(c)  Violations of this chapter are subject to a civil action brought by the City Attorney, 

punishable by a civil fine not less than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) and not 
exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per violation. 

 
(d)  Violations of this chapter may, in the discretion of the City Attorney, may be 

prosecuted as infractions or misdemeanors when the interests of justice so require. 
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(e)  Causing, permitting, aiding, abetting, or concealing a violation of any provision of this 

chapter shall also constitute a violation of this chapter. 
 
 (f) Violations of this chapter are hereby declared to be public nuisances. 
 

(g) In addition to other remedies provided by this chapter or by other law, any violation of 
this chapter may be remedied by a civil action brought by the City Attorney, including, 
for example, administrative or judicial nuisance abatement proceedings, civil or 
criminal code enforcement proceedings, and suits for injunctive relief. 

 
SECTION III. SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, is for any 
reason held to be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect the 
validity or enforceability of the remaining sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, 
sentences, clauses or phrases of this Ordinance, or its application to any other person or 
circumstance. The City Council of the City of Sonoma hereby declares that it would have 
adopted each section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, subdivisions, 
paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases hereof be declared invalid or unenforceable.  
 
SECTION IV.  EFFECTIVE DATE.   This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days 
from and after the date of its passage. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Sonoma this 
______ day of       , _______. 
               ________________________ 
               David Cook, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
________________________ 
Gay Johann, City Clerk 
State of California  ) 
County of Sonoma ) 
City of Sonoma  ) 
  I, Gay Johann, City Clerk of the City of Sonoma, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
ordinance was adopted on ____________________,   , by the following vote: 
AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
__________________ 
Gay Johann, City Clerk 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSED TOBACCO RETAILER’S LICENSE ORDINANCE 
 

{This will be the second time the draft ordinance will be presented to the City Council for 
consideration.  On October 20, 2014, the ordinance was presented to the City Council; 

however, they decided to table the issue until after the November election and to let the new 
City Councilmembers discuss and consider it.} 

 
The City of Sonoma is considering an ordinance which will set forth a local license process for 
tobacco retailers to ensure that retailers comply with new tobacco control laws and City business 
standards.  The goal of the proposed ordinance is to protect the public health, safety and welfare, 
and to encourage responsible tobacco retailing and to discourage violations of tobacco-related 
laws, especially those which prohibit or discourage the sale or distribution of tobacco products to 
minors. 
 
A draft of the ordinance, which is entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SONOMA 
REQUIRING THE LICENSURE OF TOBACCO RETAILERS AND AMENDING 
CHAPTER 7.25 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE” will be presented to the City Council at their 
February 2, 2015 meeting.  All interested parties are invited to attend the meeting and will be 
allowed an opportunity to comment on the proposed ordinance.  The meeting will begin at 6:00 
p.m. and will be held at the Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West, Sonoma.   
 
A full and complete copy of the entire ordinance will be available on the City’s website prior to 
the February 2, 2015 meeting.  Below is a summary of the major provisions contained in the 
ordinance.  (TRL = Tobacco Retailer’s License)   
 

 All tobacco retailers will be required to submit an application along with a fee (currently 
proposed at $246.00) to obtain a TRL 

 TRLs must be renewed annually (renewal fee applies) 
 TRL must be prominently displayed in a publicly visible location at the licensed location 
 Tobacco retailers will be required to obtain positive I.D. from anyone who appears under 

the age of 27 before selling a tobacco product or smoking paraphernalia 
 No person under the age of 18 can sell tobacco products 
 Self-service displays are prohibited 
 The ordinance prohibits the sale of the following: 
 (1) any single cigar, whether or not packaged for individual sale; 
 (2) any number of cigars fewer than the number contained in the manufacturer's original 

consumer packaging designed for retail sale to a consumer; 
 (3) any package of cigars containing fewer than five cigars. 
 (4) this section does not apply to the sale or offer for sale of a single cigar for    
 which the retail price exceeds three dollars ($3.00). 
 All tobacco retailers existing at the time the ordinance goes into effect will be 

grandfathered in 

CITY OF SONOMA 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 



 

2 
 

 Tobacco retailing will be prohibited: 
1. In bars and restaurants 
2. Where smoking is permitted inside the premises or any adjacent outdoor area 
3. In pharmacies 
4. Near schools and areas with youth populations, including  the public library, 

recreation facilities, and playgrounds 
5. Within five hundred feet of another tobacco retailer 

 The total number of tobacco retailer licenses within the City shall be limited to one 
for each 1,000 or fraction thereof, inhabitants of the City 

 TRLs are nontransferable from one person to another and from one location to 
another 

 The City will inspect the tobacco retailer place of business at least once per year 
 The City will utilize “Youth Decoy” sting operations as part of its monitoring and 

enforcement activities 
 Violators  of the ordinance will be subject to suspension or revocation of their TRL in 

addition to other fines and penalties 
 Tobacco products and smoking paraphernalia offered for sale or exchange in 

violation of the ordinance are subject to seizure by the City 
 
DATED:  January 14, 2015 
 
For additional information, contact: 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
1 The Plaza 
Sonoma CA 95476 
 
707-933-2216 
gjohann@sonomacity.org 
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Board of Equalization

Special Taxes and Fees Dept.

Cigarette and Tobacco Licensing Report

City of Sonoma - August 2014

Special Taxes and Fees

Program Policy and Admin Branch

1
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A B C D E F G H I
TOBACCO RETAILERS

License # Taxpayer DBA Licensed Location City State Zip +4 Area Code

91274355 PAPADA CORP THE TOWN SQUARE 482 1ST ST E SONOMA CA 95476 6702 49006

91206590 THRIFTY PAYLESS, INC. RITE AID #6032 19205 SONOMA HWY SONOMA CA 95476 5413 49006

91238683 SAFEWAY, INC. SAFEWAY STORE 911 477 W NAPA ST SONOMA CA 95476 6551 49006

91259131 SPADO'S INCORPORATED STEINER'S TAVERN 465 1ST ST W STE 100 SONOMA CA 95476 6600 49006

91260496 CHEVRON STATIONS INC CHEVRON #1755 540 W NAPA ST SONOMA CA 95476 6521 49006

91265052 DIAMOND ROCK SONOMA 

OWNER, LLC.

THE LODGE AT SONOMA 1325 BROADWAY SONOMA CA 95476 7505 49006

91287146 MOHAMMAD IOBAL LODHI 7-ELEVEN STORE 2232-16268 194 W NAPA ST SONOMA CA 95476 6625 49006

91287919 SAVE MART SUPERMARKETS LUCKYS #778 19181 SONOMA HWY SONOMA CA 95476 5449 49006

91292822 TERESE MARIE SPINGOLA THE BRIAR PATCH 464 1ST ST E STE H SONOMA CA 95476 6747 49006

91310882 LONGS DRUG STORES CVS/PHARMACY #09152 201 W NAPA ST STE 35 SONOMA CA 95476 6643 49006

91316987 TAYLOR & NORTON, INC. TAYLOR & NORTON WINE 

MERCHANTS

19210 SONOMA HWY SONOMA CA 95476 5414 49006

91320105 CACHITA, LLC JOLLY WASHER SERVICE 19249 SONOMA HWY SONOMA CA 95476 5413 49006

91321880 AU ENERGY LLC BROADWAY SHELL 616 BROADWAY SONOMA CA 95476 7002 49006

91352916 HOMRAN BROTHERS DISCOUNT CIGARETTES 573 5TH ST W SONOMA CA 95476 6831 49006

91360680 BARJINDER S KALOYA EASY STOP MARKET 925 BROADWAY SONOMA CA 95476 7403 49006

91347849 MEADOWBROOKE FOOD & 

BEVERAGE, LLC

THE ANNEX 865 W NAPA ST SONOMA CA 95476 6414 49006
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City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7C 
 
02/02/2015 

 

Department 
Administration 

Staff Contact  
Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 

Agenda Item Title 
Discussion and Consideration of the 2014-15 City Council GOALS Progress Report 

Summary 
 

On May 5, 2014 the Council held a goal-setting session which resulted in the adoption of seven 
GOALS for 2014-2015.  The seven GOALS include 31 key elements which define the work areas. 
These GOALS were used as guiding principles for Department Managers in preparing the 2015 City 
Budget and are used by all staff as a road map of priorities for this fiscal year.  To this end, staff has 
prepared a “Progress Report” to provide Council and the public written validation that the direction 
provided by Council is being implemented. This Progress Report demonstrates that the City remains 
focused on accomplishing the GOALS as set forth by the City Council. 

The 2014-15 seven major categories include: 

 Balancing City Character 

 Fiscal Management 

 Infrastructure 

 Policy & Leadership 

 Public Service 

 Recreation & Community Resources 

 Water 

Recommended Council Action 
Receive status report on Council GOALS 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: 
2014-15 Council GOALS “Progress Report” 

2014-15 Council GOALS list 

cc: 
 



CITY OF SONOMA   -   COUNCIL GOALS   2014-2015 
PROGRESS REPORT 

 
 “TO PROVIDE SOUND MUNCIPAL LEADERSHIP IN A MANNER THAT ENSURES SONOMA REMAINS  

A SAFE, HEALTHY & VIBRANT COMMUNITY” 
 

BALANCING CITY CHARACTER 
COUNCIL GOAL:  To promote effective communication between City Council, residents, and businesses so that decisions reflect the 
community's desires and expectations; provide open dialog which is responsive to residents, and is characterized by ethical behavior, 
stability, public trust, transparency, confidence in the future, and cooperative interaction among civic leaders, residents, business 
representatives, and staff, while recognizing and respecting legitimate differences of opinion on critical issues facing the City; 
recognize the City’s economic attributes and build a cohesive relationship which allows the City to continue to thrive. 
Strategies for Balancing City Character January 2015 Progress Update 

1. Increase community dialog through series of Town Hall forums.  
(Example: Schedule quarterly with established topics; create survey 
tool through website to poll topics) 

City Council held workshops on specific issues including Water, 
housing element, circulation element, wine-tasting.  Due to the 
additions of these meetings and change in majority of 
Councilmembers, the Town Hall forums were not calendared.  City 
website redesign is in process with anticipated completion 
scheduled for June.  Use of website survey tool will be available for 
use on the new site. 

2. Promote effective discussion on the City’s tourism-based economy.   
(i.e. How can we balance tourism with Sonoma “Hometown feel”?) 

Continued meetings with Sonoma Valley Visitors Bureau; renewal 
of Sonoma Tourism Improvement District; revitalization of the 
Sonoma Chamber and Economic Vitality Steering Committee. 

3.  Set policy for community events not to impact our City in negative   
ways (Example:  Have City staff or event coordinator on-site during 
events to insure compliance) 

COMPLETED.  CSEC, City staff and City Council worked diligently to 
update the Special Events Policy (SEP) to include provisions to 
streamline the application process and event management 
including opportunity for event coordinator to administratively 
approve events that display compliance with SEP provisions in the 
prior year.  Council adopted updated SEP in January 2015. 



4. Implement and practice Smart Growth Strategies.  (Example:  Review 
design standards that encourages social, civic and physical activity) 

Ongoing. The overall framework for the City’s smart growth 
strategies is the General Plan. Currently, the Housing and the 
Circulation Elements of the General Plan are being updated. This 
work includes reviewing and updating policies and implementation 
measures related to smart growth within the areas encompassed 
by those Elements. 
 
 
 

 

FISCAL MANAGEMENT 
COUNCIL GOAL:  Maintain fiscal responsibility that ensures short and long-term prosperity through effective fiscal planning and 
efficient management of the taxpayers' assets; apply sound budget strategy to assure financial sustainability in the General and 
Enterprise Funds through the continued application of sound financial policies; maintain stable reserve levels. 
 
Strategies for Balancing City Character January 2015 Progress Update 

1. Maintain a Balanced City Budget & Capital Improvement Plan; no 
reduction in services 

COMPLETED.  City Operating & Capital Budget adopted on June 30, 
2014; Capital Improvement Plan adopted including an estimated 
$4.5 million in Capital and Infrastructure projects in 2015. 

2. Develop a strategy to  address long-term pension liabilities; 
establishment of a Pension Stabilization/Reserve Fund 

City maintains CalPERS lowest employee pension level; Employees 
pay full employees share of pension costs; City negotiated future 
percentage payment by employees towards Employer share during 
Union Labor Negotiations.  Discussion of possible Pension 
Stabilization Reserve Fund following completion of City audit.  City 
has no outstanding OPEB liability other than retirement costs. 

3. Identify long-term strategy to address or restructure the Cemetery 
Fund deficit 

In FY 13-14 Operating Budget the City began funding any cost over-
runs through GF transfer to assure no further deficit increase. 
Recommend Council consideration of establishing payoff of deficit 
over 5-year period through an internal funding agreement.  

4. Continue to seek opportunities for new revenue sources or grant 
revenue to augment existing revenues 

ON-GOING. (Public Works)   Increased Highway Bridge Program 
Grant funding for Chase St. Bridge from $1,464,065 to $2,045,348, 
an additional grant funded amount of $581,283.  Approved for a 
$900K Clean Water EPA Grant with SEC and County, which will 



save the City approximately $150K in Stormwater Program Costs 
over the next 4 years.  Approved for a $15K PTAP grant from MTC 
to help fund the next Pavement Management System update. 
(EMS) Completed GEMT certification of costs for EMS which 
recovered approximated $45,000 in prior year ambulance 
revenues; pursuing EMT/IGT agreement for cost recovery of 
unreimbursed medical for indigent care transports. 

5. Initiate long-term plan to address the potential phase-out of Measure 
J Sales Tax; review options for future ballot measure 

Funding derived from Measure J sales tax has allowed for 
significant Streets Capital Improvements and one-time purchases 
$1.2M; staff will prepare a proposed (optional) ballot measure 
calendar to the Council prior to the end of FY 2015.  

 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
COUNCIL GOAL:  To provide reliable, safe and effective infrastructure (streets & roads, sidewalks, transportation, parking and 
pedestrian safety) throughout the City; work with Sonoma County and Caltrans to increase maintenance on connector streets and/or 
State Hwy 12 through downtown Sonoma. 
 
Strategies for Balancing City Character January 2015 Progress Update 

1. Maintain Streets Capital repair program including sidewalk repairs; 
focus on sustaining PCI rating of 70% or above.  Work with property 
owners regarding shared responsibilities. 

COMPLETED the $162K Slurry Seal Project of 33 street segments in 
August 2014.  Completed the $384K Street/Utility Rehab Project of 
Church and Curtin Streets in July 2014.  Completed the $695K 
Street Utility Project on Studley, 6th West, Oregon, 7th West, 
Patten, and Mallet Streets in January 2015.  Completed Phase 2 of 
the Sidewalk Trip Hazard Repair Program, repairing 904 trip 
hazards at City cost, and reducing City liability risk.  Preparing to 
bid a $700K project to Rehab East Napa Road in February 2015. 

2. Encourage County and State agencies to enhance streets that interact 
with City streets 

Meeting monthly with County Public Works management staff to 
discuss road/street issues.  County Public Works completed $392K 
East Napa Road overlay project in November 2014. 

3. Pedestrian traffic-review signalization and pedestrian signage As part of the Circulation Element, concept designs to resolve 
pedestrian traffic issues on West Napa St./First St. West and at 
Fifth St. West/Studley St. are being developed.  Where warranted, 
City crosswalk markings are being converted to the “Ladder” or 



“Continental” style for better visibility. 

4. Increase promotion of bicycle riding and walking Encourage at all public events to promote bicycle or walking. 

5. Transportation:  Review options for increasing public transit within 
Sonoma, taxi cabs, shuttles 

No options have been pursued at this time due to funding 
constraints. 

6. Parking:  Continue outreach to business owners to avoid employee 
parking around the Plaza; review options for creating publicly-owned 
parking lots 

Discussions regarding parking with Chamber ED; Staff has 
outreached to State Parks regarding potential leasing of Casa 
Grande Parking Lot.  Discussion pending. 

7. Pursue available grant opportunities and cost-saving or green 
efficiencies.  Pursue LED street lighting replacement program for 
energy efficiency (zero% financing availability to reduce costs). 

Developing LED Street Light replacement program for Council 
consideration in Spring 2015.  Estimated $1.2 million program will 
include PG&E rebates, and with a 6-year payback, should result in 
$190K annual energy savings thereafter. 

8. Initiate Street signage replacement program to meet retro reflectivity 
standards for headlight visibility.  Consider unique Sonoma “historic 
design” street signage. 

Preparing design options for unique Sonoma street name signs, to 
enhance the historic character of the City, while upgrading signage 
to meet retro-reflectivity standards. 

 

POLICY & LEADERSHIP 
COUNCIL GOAL:  Provide continuing leadership as elected officials and residents of the community; review Mission and Vision 
Statement to assure that it reflects the current economic, environmental and social climate and creates a visual image for the 
community; take steps to assure a safe and vibrant community; respond to County, State and Federal legislative issues with a focus 
on retaining local control. 
 
Strategies for Balancing City Character January 2015 Progress Update 

1. Review Mission and Vision Statement for the City of Sonoma.  
Determine method of involvement of public process/community 
engagement 

This is a roll-forward goal from FY 2013-14.  Council should discuss 
if it wishes to agendize for future agenda. 

2. Provide commissions more training to assure there is a real 
understanding of expectations.  Provide increased training budget to 
cover costs 

Planning Budget was increased $3,000 to provide for increased 
Commission and staff training. 

3. Develop and implement standards for the Design Review & Historical 
Preservation Commission to use in its decision-making (Examples: 
Certified Local Government standards; establish a series of relative 
topics to be discussed by the DRHPC) 

In progress. In the FYI 2014/15 Budget, the City Council has 
allocated funds for the preparation of downtown design 
guidelines. Staff is developing a request for proposals for this work 
that will be presented to the City Council for in March. 



4. Review options for increasing availability of affordable rental housing 
to low income residents working in the city (Example: Support 
California Homes and Jobs Act - SB 391) 

Discussion of establishing an Affordable Housing in-lieu fee; 
meeting with Sonoma County Housing Authority to support 
development of Broadway property.  Met with Community 
Development Commission Representatives regarding Housing and 
Consolidated 5-year plan for homeless and transitional housing. 

5. Continue implementation of Climate 2020 Plan principles Support of extension of Sonoma Garbage Company Contract for 
construction of local composting site; reduction of transportation 
of greenwaste thereby reducing carbon emissions.  Support of 
PACE/HERO program financing initiatives.  Implementing green 
building and energy best practices. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
COUNCIL GOAL:  Expand efficiencies with a focus on providing excellent customer service; openly share information about City 
actions, events and decisions; increase the awareness of City programs and promote community participation; improve public access 
to City information. 
 
Strategies for Balancing City Character January 2015 Progress Update 

1. Continued outreach to the public to assure that City procedures and 
processes are transparent and understandable 

The Building Department continues to update forms, informational 
handouts and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) and post them 
on the City’s web site for use by the general public to help make 
the building permit process easier to understand;  
In November, 2014, the City made significant changes to Water 
bills to provide additional information to customers.  Additional 
changes will be made based on customer feedback.   

2. Continue efforts to streamline internal processes to allow for greater 
ease of public use of Sonoma’s Building and Planning process 

Minor plan reviews for building permit applications have been 
given a higher plan review priority, which results in more permit 
applications being approved in a shorter period of time. This has 
reduced the number of complaints regarding the length of time it 
takes to review and process permits. In addition, the Building 
Department has expanded its Fast Start plan checking process to 
now include residential alteration projects which allows certain 
residential projects to go ahead of other projects in the plan check 
cue.   



3. Revise/adopt changes to the Appeal process; evaluate transparent and 
expedient processing, needs, staff hours and involvement 

Ongoing. These topics are discussed in the meetings of the 
Streamlining Committee (the City Manager, the Economic 
Development Coordinator, the Building Official, the Planning 
Director and the Public Works Director.) Specific recommendations 
are then forward to the City Council for consideration and possible 
adoption. Example, changes to the Growth Management 
Ordinance adopted by the City Council in September came out of 
discussions of the Permit Streamlining Committee.  Fee Schedule 
update (February 18th) will include recommendations on full cost 
recovery due to staff time necessary to respond to appeal 
requests. 

 

RECREATION & COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
COUNCIL GOAL:  Promote coordination of efforts of local and regional non-profits, community youth groups, School District and 
Sonoma Valley organizations; work with County to address lack of County resources available and potential long-range opportunities 
to share resources with the City 
 
Strategies for Balancing City Character January 2015 Progress Update 

1. Encourage the creation of a Community-wide website for all youth 
activities, adult activities and major local events 

Mayor Cook and City Manager met with several County agencies to 
discuss the potential to create a central site for City/County 
activities; no County agency was available to engage in the 
process. 

2. Review Recreation Funding Policy This is a rollover goal from FY 13-14; previous discussion included 
potential modifications to the Tier 1 structure to assure that the 
funding policy was meeting the needs of the community.  Review 
of the Recreation Funding Policy is scheduled for the March 2nd 
agenda. 

3. Outreach to County of Sonoma to open discussions for a long-term 
solution to provide a structured recreation program Valley-wide 
(Examples:  Seek grants or other monies available; review programs in 
place in other cities/counties; research options for Park/Recreation 
District) 

Mayor Cook & City Manager Giovanatto outreached to County 
Recreation to solicit interest in working with the City.  No 
programs are active through County Departments. 

 



WATER 
COUNCIL GOAL:  Develop long-term strategies to address current and future infrastructure needs, promote water conservation while 
maintaining a stabilized rate structure; strengthen Capital infrastructure needs with a focus on enhancing the City’s local water 
supply; promote and support the value of water conservation to protect local resources. 
Strategies for Balancing City Character January 2015 Progress Update 

1. Enhance Sonoma’s water reduction goals by providing the public the 
tools they need to increase conservation (Examples:  Town Hall 
meetings, press releases, collaboration with VOM Water District with 
water wise solutions; review per capita water consumption; modified 
to reflect industry consumption; increase promotion of existing 
conservation programs; engage hotels and commercial businesses in 
water conservation strategy) 

Directly participated in local water workshops to promote water 
conservation.  Together with the Sonoma-Marin Saving Water 
Partnership, provided widespread marketing of “The Drought is 
On, Turn the Water Off” media campaign.  City promoted water 
conservation rebates on Before-the-Movie marketing at Sonoma 
Cinema 9.  Staff publicly releases monthly per capita water 
consumption data to the State Water Resources Control Board. 

2. Review options to increase capacity through new sources/more 
storage (current capacity 15.5 million gallons) 

Bidding project in February 2015 to convert the Field of Dreams 
irrigation well into a Municipal Well 8.  Continuing to work with 
SCWA on the Groundwater Banking Pilot project on City’s Well 6.  
Working with SCWA to bring Recycled Water to the School District 
properties and to the City’s Engler Park, which will reduce potable 
water demand by nearly 55 acre-feet annually. 

3. Pre-planning for Disaster Preparedness (automatic shutoff valves in 
aqueduct, pre-staged spare parts, pre-staged equipment, etc.) 

City Water staff participated in the Earthquake Preparedness 
Exercise in October 2014.  Public Works gained lessons learned 
from Napa Water managers following the Napa Earthquake event. 

 



 

 

CITY OF SONOMA 
COUNCIL GOALS   2014-2015 

 “TO PROVIDE SOUND MUNCIPAL LEADERSHIP IN A MANNER THAT 
ENSURES SONOMA REMAINS A SAFE, HEALTHY & VIBRANT COMMUNITY” 

 
BALANCING CITY CHARACTER 
To promote effective communication between City Council, residents, and businesses so that 
decisions reflect the community's desires and expectations; provide open dialog which is 
responsive to residents, and is characterized by ethical behavior, stability, public trust, 
transparency, confidence in the future, and cooperative interaction among civic leaders, 
residents, business representatives, and staff, while recognizing and respecting legitimate 
differences of opinion on critical issues facing the City; recognize the City’s economic attributes 
and build a cohesive relationship which allows the City to continue to thrive. 
 

 Increase community dialog through series of Town Hall forums  
 Scheduled quarterly with established topics 
 Create survey tool through website to poll topics 

 Promote effective discussion on the City’s tourism-based economy  
 How can we balance tourism with Sonoma “Hometown feel”? 
 Create tourism education in marketing pamphlets explaining Sonoma’s “way of 

life” 
 Set policy for community events not to impact our City in negative ways 

 Have City staff or event coordinator on-site during events to insure compliance 
 Implement and practice Smart Growth Strategies 

 Review design standards that encourages social, civic and physical activity 

FISCAL MANAGEMENT 
Maintain fiscal responsibility that ensures short and long-term prosperity through effective fiscal 
planning and efficient management of the taxpayers' assets; apply sound budget strategy to 
assure financial sustainability in the General and Enterprise Funds through the continued 
application of sound financial policies; maintain stable reserve levels. 
 

 Maintain a Balanced City Budget & Capital Improvement Plan; no reduction in services 
 Develop a strategy to  address long-term pension liabilities; establishment of a Pension 

Stabilization/Reserve Fund 
 Identify long-term strategy to address or restructure the Cemetery Fund deficit 
 Continue to seek opportunities for new revenue sources or grant revenue to augment 

existing revenues 
 Initiate long-term plan to address the potential phase-out of Measure J Sales Tax; 

review options for future ballot measure  
 
 



 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE   
To provide reliable, safe and effective infrastructure (streets & roads, sidewalks, transportation, 
parking and pedestrian safety) throughout the City; work with Sonoma County and Caltrans to 
increase maintenance on connector streets and/or State Hwy 12 through downtown Sonoma. 
 

 Maintain Streets Capital repair program including sidewalk repairs; focus on sustaining 
PCI rating of 70% or above 

 Work with property owners regarding shared responsibilities 
 Encourage County and State agencies to enhance streets that interact with City streets 
 Pedestrian traffic-review signalization and pedestrian signage 
 Increase promotion of bicycle riding and walking 
 Transportation:  Review options for increasing public transit within Sonoma, taxi cabs, 

shuttles 
 Parking:  Continue outreach to business owners to avoid employee parking around the 

Plaza; review options for creating publicly-owned parking lots 
 Pursue available grant opportunities and cost-saving or green efficiencies 

 Pursue LED street lighting replacement program for energy efficiency (zero% 
financing availability to reduce costs) 

 Initiate Street signage replacement program to meet retro reflectivity standards for 
headlight visibility 

 Consider unique Sonoma “historic design” street signage 
 

POLICY & LEADERSHIP 
Provide continuing leadership as elected officials and residents of the community; review 
Mission and Vision Statement to assure that it reflects the current economic, environmental and 
social climate and creates a visual image for the community; take steps to assure a safe and 
vibrant community; respond to County, State and Federal legislative issues with a focus on 
retaining local control. 
 

 Review Mission and Vision Statement for the City of Sonoma 
 Determine method of involvement of public process/community engagement 

 Provide commissions more training to assure there is a real understanding of 
expectations 
 Provide increased training budget to cover costs 

 Develop and implement standards for the Design Review & Historical Preservation 
Commission to use in its decision-making 
 Certified Local Government standards 
 Establish a series of relative topics to be discussed by the DRHPC 

 Review options for increasing availability of affordable rental housing to low income 
residents working in the city 
 Support State legislation related to funding for affordable housing 

 Continue implementation of Climate 2020 Plan principles 
 



 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
Expand efficiencies with a focus on providing excellent customer service; openly share 
information about City actions, events and decisions; increase the awareness of City programs 
and promote community participation; improve public access to City information. 
 

 Continued outreach to the public to assure that City procedures and processes are 
transparent and understandable 

 Continue efforts to streamline internal processes to allow for greater ease of public use 
of Sonoma’s Building and Planning process 

 Revise/adopt changes to the Appeal process; evaluate transparent and expedient 
processing, needs, staff hours and involvement 
 

RECREATION & COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
Promote coordination of efforts of local and regional non-profits, community youth groups, 
School District and Sonoma Valley organizations; work with County to address lack of County 
resources available and potential long-range opportunities to share resources with the City 
 

 Encourage the creation of a Community-wide website for all youth activities, adult 
activities and major local events 

 Review Recreation Funding Policy  
 Outreach to County of Sonoma to open discussions for a long-term solution to provide a 

structured recreation program Valley-wide 
 Seek grants or other monies available 
 Review programs in place in other cities/counties 
 Research options for Park/Recreation District 
 

WATER  
Develop long-term strategies to address current and future infrastructure needs, promote water 
conservation while maintaining a stabilized rate structure; strengthen Capital infrastructure 
needs with a focus on enhancing the City’s local water supply; promote and support the value of 
water conservation to protect local resources. 
 

 Enhance Sonoma’s water reduction goals by providing the public the tools they need to 
increase conservation 

 Town Hall meetings, press releases, collaboration with VOM Water District with 
water wise solutions 

 Review per capita water consumption; modified to reflect industry consumption 
 Increase promotion of existing conservation programs 
 Engage hotels and commercial businesses in water conservation strategy 

 Review options to increase capacity through new sources/more storage (current 
capacity 15.5 million gallons) 

 Pre-planning for Disaster Preparedness (automatic shutoff valves in aqueduct, pre-
staged spare parts, pre-staged equipment, etc.) 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7D 
 
02/02/2015 

 

Department 
Administration 

Staff Contact  
Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 

Agenda Item Title 
Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Set a Work Session for 2015-16 City Council 
Goal-Setting 

Summary 
 

In the prior two years, Council goal-setting session has been convened in a conference-style layout 
which allowed for direct dialog among all Councilmembers.  This “roll-up-your-sleeves” format is 
facilitated by your City Manager. The workshop format and agenda are designed to be both 
effective and efficient so that the time is used wisely and efficiently.  The work session is been held 
in a 2-3 hour afternoon session at the EOC, open to the public.   

Prior to the work session, the City Manager solicits individual thoughts/goals from each 
Councilmember, Department Manager and in addition, solicits suggestions from the public to 
identify any issues they see as a priority for Sonoma in the upcoming year.  This then forms the 
foundation for an initial discussion during the work session. City Council then prioritizes projects 
and activities and potential community partners to assist the City in accomplishing these goals.  By 
the conclusion of your goal setting session, it is envisioned that you will create a common basis for 
action by providing the City Manager and staff with direction to pursue solutions and opportunities 
for the issues most important to you.   

As an outcome of this work session, staff begins formulating the City’s 2015-16 draft Operating and 
Capital Budget with a focus on accomplishing the Council’s adopted goals.  Therefore, the optimal 
time for holding the goal-setting session would be an afternoon during the week of March 23rd 
which would allow for the goals to be formally presented at the Council meeting of April 6th for 
adoption.  Adoption of the Council goals would begin the official “kick-off” of the preparation of the 
2015-16 Budget.  

Recommended Council Action 
Determine date for Council Goal Setting for FY 2015-16 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: 
 

cc: 
 

 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7E 
 
02/02/2015 

 

Department 
Administration 

Staff Contact  
Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 

Agenda Item Title 
Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action on the Potential County Movement to Seek 
Legislation to Increase the Sales Tax Cap by 2.5%. 

Summary 
 

At a recent SCTA/RCPA the Board initiated limited discussion on the potential movement by the 
Board of Supervisors to seek legislative action to increase the County sales tax cap by 2.5% (from 
9.5% to 12%) overall.  Due to the upcoming County Roads Maintenance sales tax measure and the 
decreasing capacity remaining in some areas Countywide, the need for an increase may be 
necessary.  In discussions with Suzanne Smith, Executive Director of SCTA, she noted that the 
increase would not impact the proposed County Roads Tax measure but would affect other taxing 
entities if they go out for a future tax increase because there would not be capacity for additional 
taxes. 

Some members of the SCTA commented that their Councils had not discussed any position on 
increasing the County sales tax cap since no information had come forth requesting such 
consideration.  It was suggested that the discussion of whether the City Council may support 
legislation to increase the Countywide Sales Tax Cap to a maximum of 12% be brought forward to 
give the City’s SCTA representative (Councilmember Gallian) direction for the next SCTA 
legislative agenda item.  

Recommended Council Action 
Council discretion. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: 
Sales Tax Rate Comparison by Jurisdiction - 2015 

cc: 
 

 



Sales Tax Rate Comparison by Jurisdiction - 2015

Jurisdiction

Current Sales 

Tax Rate

Capacity 

Remaining

Cloverdale 8.25% 1.25%

Cotati 9.25% 0.25%

Healdsburg 8.75% 0.75%

Petaluma 8.25% 1.25%

Rohnert Park 8.75% 0.75%

Santa Rosa 8.75% 0.75%

Sebastopol 9.00% 0.50%

Sonoma 8.75% 0.75%

Windsor 8.25% 1.25%

County of Sonoma 8.25% 1.25%

State rate 7.50%

Local rate cap 2.00%

Total rate 9.50%



 

  

Department 
Administration 

Staff Contact 
 Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 
Councilmembers’ Reports on Committee Activities. 

Summary 
Council members will report on activities, if any, of the various committees to which they are assigned. 

MAYOR COOK MPT  GALLIAN CLM. AGRIMONTI CLM. EDWARDS CLM.  HUNDLEY 

City Audit Committee ABAG Delegate North Bay Watershed 
Association 

ABAG Alternate Sonoma Clean Power Alt. 

City Facilities Committee Cittaslow Sonoma Valley 
Advisory Council, Alt. 

Sonoma County Trans. & 
Regional Climate Protection 
Authority, Alternate 

Cittaslow Sonoma Valley 
Advisory Council 

Sonoma County Health 
Action & SV Roundtable 

LOCC North Bay Division 
Liaison 

City Audit Committee Sonoma County Waste 
Management Agency 

City Facilities Committee Sonoma County M & C 
Assoc. Legislative 
Committee 

Oversight Board to the 
Dissolved CDA 

LOCC North Bay Division 
Liaison, Alternate 

VOM Water District Ad Hoc 
Committee, Alternate 

 S. V. Citizens Advisory 
Commission 

Sonoma Clean Power 

 
Oversight Board to the 
Dissolved CDA, Alt. 

Water Advisory Committee, 
Alternate 

 S.V. Economic Dev. 
Steering Committee, Alt. 

Sonoma County Mayors &  
Clm. Assoc. BOD 

Sonoma County Mayors &  
Clm. Assoc. BOD, Alt. 

  S. V. Library Advisory 
Committee, Alternate 

Sonoma Disaster Council Sonoma County M & C 
Assoc. Legislative 
Committee, Alt. 

  Substance Abuse 
Prevention Coalition 

Sonoma Housing 
Corporation 

Sonoma County Trans. 
Authority & Regional 
Climate Protection Authority 

   

Sonoma Valley Citizens 
Advisory Comm. Alt. 

Sonoma Disaster Council, 
Alternate 

   

S.V.C. Sanitation District 
BOD 

Sonoma Housing 
Corporation 

   

S.V. Economic Dev. 
Steering Committee 

S.V.C. Sanitation District 
BOD, Alt. 

   

S.V. Fire & Rescue 
Authority Oversight 
Committee 

S.V. Fire & Rescue 
Authority Oversight 
Committee 

    

S. V. Library Advisory 
Committee 

LOCC North Bay Division, 
LOCC E-Board  (M & C 
Appointment) 

   

 Ag Preservation and Open 
Space (M & C Appointment) 

   

 VOM Water District Ad Hoc 
Committee 

   

 Water Advisory Committee    
 

Recommended Council Action – Receive Reports  

Attachments:  None 
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