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SPECIAL MEETING - CLOSED SESSION 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  There was no public testimony regarding 
the closed session items.  The Council recessed into closed session with all members present.  
City Manager Giovanatto and City Attorney Walter were also present.  Planning Director 
Goodison was present for the Real Property Negotiation item. 
 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS, Pursuant to Cal Gov’t Code section 
54956.9(d)(1).  Property: Sebastiani Theater. Agency negotiators: Carol Giovanatto, City 
Manager, Jeff Walter, City Attorney, David Goodison, Planning Director.  Negotiating parties: 
Ryan Snow, Michael Woods, Darryl Bellach.  Under negotiations: Lease, payment, terms of 
payment  
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-ANTICIPATED LITIGATION, Pursuant to Cal Gov’t 
Code section 54956.9(d)(2)-significant exposure to litigation: Number of potential cases: one. 
Pursuant to Cal Gov’t Code section 54956.9(d)(4)-initiation of litigation: Number of potential 
cases: one.  
 
PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT. Title: City Manager. Pursuant to Cal Gov’t Code 54957. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS, Pursuant to Cal Gov’t Code 54957.6.  Agency 
designated representative: Mayor David Cook.  Unrepresented employee: City Manager. 
 

REGULAR MEETING OPENING 

 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Jack Wagner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:  Edwards, Gallian, Hundley, Agrimonti and Mayor Cook.  
ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann, City 
Attorney Walter, Planning Director Goodison, and Public Works Director/City Engineer 
Takasugi. 
 
REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 
 
Mayor Cook announced that while in closed session the City Council had provided direction to 
staff. 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Barbara Holly, Ann Colichidas, Gary Hermes and John Kyle spoke regarding the importance of 
maintaining affordable housing and the City’s mobilehome park rent control ordinance. 
 
Robert Demler requested a proclamation in observation of the June 24 180th anniversary of the 
founding of the Pueblo “City” of Sonoma. 
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2. MEETING DEDICATIONS 

 
Mayor Cook dedicated the meeting in the memory of Clm. Gallian’s mother, Mrs. Helen Kaiser.  
 

3. PRESENTATIONS  

 
 Item 3A:     Presentation of the Cultural and Fine Arts Commission’s 2015 Student 

Creative Arts Award to Jeffrey Peterson  
 
Kate Schertz, Cultural and Fine Arts Commissioner, presented a framed certificate and award 
check to Jeffrey Peterson, recipient of the 2015 Student Creative Arts Award. 
 
Item 3B:      Buena Vista Historic Wine Tool Museum Proclamation  
 
Mayor Cook read aloud the proclamation recognizing the grand opening of the Buena Vista 
Historic Wine Tool Museum and presented it to Mr. Tom Blackwood. 
 
Item 3C:      Proclamation of the Council of the City of Sonoma Endorsing the Community   
                    Resilience Challenge                                                  
 
Mayor Cook announced that because the Daily Acts’ representative could not be present at the 
meeting, the proclamation would be mailed. 
 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 4A:       Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinance by Title Only. 
Item 4B:      Approval of the Minutes of May 4, 2015 City Council Meeting. (removed from 

consent, see below) 
Item 4C:      Consideration and possible action to Rescind Resolution 13-2015 and 

accompanying agreement with the Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce for 
Business and Economic Vitality Partnership Services and Reissue 
Agreement. (Res. No. 17-2015) 

Item 4D:      Adoption of an amendment to the Development Code identifying vacation 
rentals as a conditionally- allowed use in the “Park” zone.  (Ord. No. 03-2015) 

  
Clm. Hundley removed Consent Item 4B.  The public comment period was opened and closed 
with none received.  It was moved by Clm. Agrimonti, seconded by Clm. Hundley, to approve 
the items remaining on the consent calendar.  The motion carried unanimously.                      
 
Item 4B:      Approval of the Minutes of May 4, 2015 City Council Meeting. 
 
Clm. Hundley requested a minor revision to the minutes. The public comment period was 
opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. Hundley, seconded by Clm. 
Gallian, to approve the minutes as revised.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 5A:       Approval of the Portion of the Minutes of May 4, 2015 City Council Meeting 

pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Gallian, seconded by Clm. Edwards, to approve the minutes as revised.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Item 6A:  Discussion, consideration and possible action to conduct the first reading 

of an Ordinance of the City of Sonoma Requiring the Licensure of Tobacco 
Retailers and Amending Chapter 7.25 of the Municipal Code. 

 
Mayor Cook opened the public hearing.  City Manager Giovanatto reported that staff had 
incorporated the modifications requested by the Council at the March 16, 2015 meeting and had 
added an appeal process relating to denial of a license.  Associate City Attorney Pistole 
summarized the provisions of the ordinance as shown below.  
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Item 6A:    Discussion, consideration and possible action to conduct the first reading 

of an Ordinance of the City of Sonoma Requiring the Licensure of Tobacco 
Retailers and Amending Chapter 7.25 of the Municipal Code, continued 

 
Sec. 7.25.020. REQUIREMENTS AND PROHIBITIONS 
 
 (a)  TOBACCO RETAILER’S LICENSE REQUIRED. It shall be unlawful for any Person to 

act as a Tobacco Retailer in the City without first obtaining and maintaining a valid 
Tobacco Retailer’s license pursuant to this chapter for each location at which that activity 
is to occur. Tobacco Retailing without a valid Tobacco Retailer’s license is a nuisance as 
a matter of law.  

(b) LAWFUL BUSINESS OPERATION. In the course of Tobacco Retailing or in the 
operation of the business or maintenance of the location for which a license issued, it 
shall be a violation of this chapter for a licensee, or any of the licensee’s agents or 
employees, to violate any local, state, or federal law applicable to Tobacco Products,  or 
Tobacco Retailing. 

(c)  DISPLAY OF LICENSE. Each Tobacco Retailer license shall be prominently displayed in 
a publicly visible location at the licensed location. 

(d)  POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED. No Person engaged in Tobacco Retailing 
shall sell or transfer a Tobacco Product to another Person who appears to be under the 
age of twenty-seven (27) years without first examining the photo identification of the 
recipient to confirm that the recipient is at least the minimum age under state law to 
purchase and possess the Tobacco Product or Tobacco Paraphernalia. 

(e)  MINIMUM AGE FOR PERSONS SELLING TOBACCO. No Person who is younger than 
the minimum age established by state law for the purchase or possession of Tobacco 
Products shall engage in Tobacco Retailing. 

(f)   SELF-SERVICE DISPLAYS PROHIBITED. Tobacco Retailing by means of a Self-
Service Display is prohibited. 

(g)  FALSE AND MISLEADING ADVERTISING PROHIBITED. A Tobacco Retailer without a 
valid Tobacco Retailer license or a Proprietor without a valid Tobacco Retailer license, 
including, for example, a Person whose license has been suspended or revoked: 
(1) Shall keep all Tobacco Products out of public view. The public display of 

Tobacco Products in violation of this provision shall constitute Tobacco Retailing 
without a license under Section 7.025.120; and 

 (2) Shall not display any advertisement relating to Tobacco Products that promotes 
the sale or distribution of such products from the Tobacco Retailer’s location or 
that could lead a reasonable consumer to believe that such products can be 
obtained at that location. 

(h) Flavored Tobacco Products.  No Tobacco Retailer shall sell a Tobacco Product 
containing, as a constituent or additive, an artificial or natural flavor (other than tobacco 
or menthol) or an herb or spice, including strawberry, grape, orange, clove, cinnamon, 
pineapple, vanilla, coconut, licorice, cocoa, chocolate, cherry, or coffee, that is a 
characterizing flavor of the Tobacco Product or smoke produced by the Tobacco Product 
unless (1) the Tobacco Product consists of package of Cigars contains at least five 
Cigars or more, or (2) a single Cigar for which the retail price exceeds five dollars 
($5.00), or (3) the Tobacco Product consisting of pipe tobacco, or (4) the package of 
chewing tobacco or snuff contains at least five units or more. 

(i) MINIMUM PACK SIZE FOR CIGARS.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
chapter, it shall be a violation of this chapter for any licensee or any of the licensee's 
agents or employees to sell, offer for sale, or exchange for any form of consideration: 
(1) any single Cigar, whether or not packaged for individual sale; 
(2) any number of Cigars fewer than the number contained in the manufacturer's 

original consumer packaging designed for retail sale to a consumer;  
(3) any package of Cigars containing fewer than five Cigars. 
(4) this section does not apply to the sale or offer for sale of a single cigar for which 

the retail price exceeds five dollars ($5.00). 
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Item 6A:    Discussion, consideration and possible action to conduct the first reading 
of an Ordinance of the City of Sonoma Requiring the Licensure of Tobacco 
Retailers and Amending Chapter 7.25 of the Municipal Code, continued 

 
Sec. 7.25.030. LIMITS ON ELIGIBILITY FOR A TOBACCO RETAILER LICENSE.  
    
(a) Eligible Locations:  The following locations are eligible to apply for a Tobacco Retailer 
license: 
 
No license may be issued to authorize Tobacco Retailing except at the following locations 
where Tobacco Products are sold, offered for sale, or exchanged: 
 
  (1) 482 1st Street East, Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (2) 19205 Sonoma Hwy., Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (3) 477 W. Napa St., Sonoma, CA  95476 
  (4) 465 1st Street West, Suite 100, Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (5) 540 W. Napa St., Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (6) 1325 Broadway, Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (7) 194 W. Napa St., Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (8) 19181 Sonoma Hwy., Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (9) 464 1st Street East, Suite H, Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (10) 19210 Sonoma Hwy., Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (11) 19249 Sonoma Hwy., Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (12) 616 Broadway, Sonoma, CA  95476 
  (13) 573 5th Street West, Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (14) 925 Broadway, Sonoma, CA 95476 
  (15) 865 W. Napa St., Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
(b) A Tobacco Retailer operating lawfully on the effective date of this ordinance that would 
otherwise be eligible for a Tobacco Retailer license for any of the above locations  for which a 
license is sought may receive or renew a license for that location so long as: (i) the license is 
timely obtained and is renewed without lapse or permanent revocation (as opposed to 
temporary suspension); (ii) the Tobacco Retailer is not closed for business or otherwise 
suspends Tobacco Retailing for more than sixty (60) consecutive days; (iii) the Tobacco Retailer 
does not substantially change the business premises or business operation; and (iv) the 
Tobacco Retailer retains the right to operate under other applicable laws, including without 
limitation, the zoning ordinance, building codes, or other applicable codes. 
 
Associate City Attorney Pistole explained that the ordinance also contained provisions relating 
to the license application, issuance and renewal process; transfer restrictions, compliance 
monitoring, suspension or revocation of license, and remedies for violation of the ordinance. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Brian Vaughn, Director of Sonoma County 
Health Policy and Evaluation, stated their support for the ordinance and stated that they would 
work with the City on implementation.  He said that they would be interested in working jointly 
when the County’s ordinance was ready to be moved along especially regarding the issues of 
pricing and minimum pack size. 
 
Joewad Homran, Discount Cigarettes owner, stated that he wanted to cooperate with the City 
and would be willing to provide industry feedback in order to make it a better ordinance. 
 
Ling Garcia, Vacaville, urged the Council not to ban e-cigarettes.  He stated the vapor industry 
did not target children and the e-cigarettes provided an alternative to regular cigarettes and help 
people quit. 
 
Stephen _____ stated that vapor products were a safer alternative to cigarettes and he urged 
the Council to work with those in the industry to come up with a better ordinance. 
 
The following persons spoke in support of the ordinance:  Peggy Batress, Janet Erickson, 
Tiffany Knaff, Mary Jo Williams, Michelle McGarry, Laurie Bremner, and Elizabeth Emerson. 
 
The following persons also stated their opposition to the ordinance particularly the ban on e-
cigarettes:  Ed Wolff, Carrie Hess, Jeff Hess, Erick Beall, Lawrence Wilbur, and Jonathon 
Mosblech.  
 
Greg Taylor, Taylor and Norton Wine Merchants, noted the ban on self-serve displays and 
stated concern about the ability of his customers to enter his walk-in humidor to view cigars. 
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Item 6A:    Discussion, consideration and possible action to conduct the first reading 
of an Ordinance of the City of Sonoma Requiring the Licensure of Tobacco 
Retailers and Amending Chapter 7.25 of the Municipal Code, continued 

 
Mike Scott, 7 Eleven Field Representative, stated his willingness to cooperate with the City. 
 
Mayor Cook closed the public hearing.  Clm. Hundley stated that e-cigarettes deliver nicotine, a 
highly addictive substance, in a way that was attractive to children.  She supported the 
ordinance and viewed it as a way to protect children but she also wanted to include a provision 
that would allow the businesses to unload their stock on hand.  She would also consider an 
amendment to the self-service display provision. 
 
Clm. Edwards agreed he would like to discuss the humidor issue raised by Mr. Taylor and 
stated his continued support for organic food products.  He stated that when asked, students at 
the high school reported that the thing they liked the least at the school was the number of 
students that were vaping. 
 
At the request of Mayor Cook Attorney Pistole read the section of the ordinance relating to self-
service displays. 
 
Clm. Agrimonti stated that the purpose of the ordinance was to protect the children. 
 
Clm. Gallian commented that e-cigarettes delivered nicotine and that was a cause for concern.  
She stated that adoption of the ordinance was 50% of the solution and the other 50% was in 
education.  She supported the ordinance and would agree to change its effective date to allow 
the merchants to sell the products they have on their shelves. 
 
Mayor Cook stated his full support of the ordinance and agreement with changing the effective 
date and making an accommodation for the humidor. 
 
At the request of Clm. Edwards, Mr. Taylor described the store setup and how entry was gained 
to the humidor.  A discussion ensued with Attorney Walter weighing in and a consensus was 
reached that the ban on self-service displays did not apply to the humidor at Mr. Taylor’s store. 
 
Council briefly discussed a change to the effective date of the ordinance and a recess was 
called to allow the City Attorney time to draft the language. 
 
RECESS: The meeting recessed from 7:38 to 7:45 p.m. 
 
Mayor Cook called the meeting back to order and Attorney Pistole stated that staff needed to 
know the date Council wished the ordinance to be effective.  Discussion ensued and Council 
reached consensus on an effective date of September 1, 2015.  Attorney Walter stated that the 
following would be inserted into the ordinance:  Sec. 7.25.140. ENFORCEMENT. This chapter 
shall not be enforced by the City until September 1, 2015. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Hundley, to introduce the ordinance as revised 
entitled AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SONOMA REQUIRING THE LICENSURE OF 
TOBACCO RETAILERS AND AMENDING CHAPTER 7.25 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE.  The 
motion carried unanimously.        
                      

7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 7A:         Discussion, consideration, and possible action to approve a new Street 

Name Signage Replacement program.  
 
Public Works Director / City Engineer Takasugi reported that pursuant to prior Council direction 
the Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission (DRHPC) considered the proposed 
designs for the street signage replacement program.  The design option they selected was the 
one which included a golden bear and stars at the top.  He added that the Sonoma League for 
Historic Preservation (SLHP) had recommended a dual name design that would include the 
historic original street name in Spanish. 
 
Clm. Edwards suggested a larger sign that could include the original street name and pointed 
out the dual name signs would only be installed at the five intersections surrounding the Plaza.  
A brief discussion ensued regarding the dual name proposal and if the explanatory words “circa” 
and “historic” should be added.  Mayor Cook suggested the original name be in italics. 
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Item 7A:         Discussion, consideration, and possible action to approve a new Street 
Name Signage Replacement program, continued  

 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Robert Demler, SLHP, spoke in support of 
adding the dual names to the signs.  He pointed out the dual names would be in a smaller font 
and were intended to be noticed by pedestrians not those in vehicles. 
 
Joe Costello spoke in support of adding the dual names. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Hundley, seconded by Clm. Edwards, to approve the new street signage 
replacement program with the addition of the historic names and the city founding date with the 
final design to be reviewed prior to production by the DRHPC.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item 7B:        Discussion, consideration and possible action to approve the 2015-2016 

City Council Goals. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto presented, in detail, a compilation of the City Council goals that were 
established at the March 25, 2015 goal setting workshop.  The public comment period was 
opened and closed with none received.  Councilmembers praised Ms. Giovanatto for a great job 
in compiling and presenting the goals. 
 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 

9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 
Clm. Agrimonti commented on the April 15 Table Talk sponsored by the Chamber regarding 
downtown parking and stated that although she did not attend it looked to be a very interesting 
discussion.  She also reported learning at the North Bay Watershed Association meeting that 
society’s investment in stormwater was minimal compared to other household expenses. 
 
Clm. Gallian thanked the Council for recognizing her mother that passed away at the age of 
ninety-two. 
 

10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported attendance at a housing summit sponsored by the North Bay 
Leadership Council and a meeting with Supervisor Gorin and County Administrator Ferguson 
regarding Measure A. 
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
Robert Demler congratulated the Council for accomplishing their goals and thanked them for 
including a historical aspect. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. in the memory of Mrs. Helen Kaiser.   
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 1st day of June 2015. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
 


