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Be Courteous - TURN OFF your cell phones and pagers while the meeting is in session. 
 

5:00 P.M. – SPECIAL MEETING - CLOSED SESSION 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 The Mayor will open the meeting and take public testimony on closed session items only. The 

Council will then recess into closed session. 
 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS, Pursuant to Cal Gov’t Code section 
54956.9(d)(1). 
Property: Sebastiani Theater 
Agency negotiators: Carol Giovanatto, City Manager, Jeff Walter, City Attorney, David Goodison, 
Planning Director 
Negotiating parties: Ryan Snow, Michael Woods, Darryl Bellach 
Under negotiations: Lease, payment, terms of payment  
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-ANTICIPATED LITIGATION, Pursuant to Cal Gov’t Code 
section 54956.9(d)(2)-significant exposure to litigation: 
Number of potential cases: one 
 
Pursuant to Cal Gov’t Code section 54956.9(d)(4)-initiation of litigation: 
Number of potential cases: one  
 
PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT. Title: City Manager. Pursuant to Cal Gov’t Code 54957. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS, Pursuant to Cal Gov’t Code 54957.6. 
Agency designated representative: Mayor David Cook 
Unrepresented employee: City Manager 

 
6:00 P.M. – REGULAR MEETING 
 
RECONVENE, CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL (Edwards, Gallian, Hundley, Agrimonti, Cook)  
REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 
 
1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

SPECIAL & REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 
& 

CONCURRENT REGULAR MEETING OF SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West, Sonoma CA 
 

Monday,  
5:00 p.m. Closed Session (Special Meeting) 

6:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
**** 

AGENDA 

City Council 
David Cook, Mayor 

Laurie Gallian, Mayor Pro Tem 
Madolyn Agrimonti 

Gary Edwards 
Rachel Hundley 
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At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  It is recommended 
that you keep your comments to three minutes or less.  Under State Law, matters presented under this item 
cannot be discussed or acted upon by the City Council at this time.  For items appearing on the agenda, the 
public will be invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Council consideration.  Upon being 
acknowledged by the Mayor, please step to the podium and speak into the microphone.  Begin by stating and 
spelling your name. 
 
2. MEETING DEDICATIONS 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS  
 

  Item 3A:      Presentation of the Cultural and Fine Arts Commission’s 2015 Student Creative                            
Arts Award to Jeffrey Peterson (City Clerk)  
 
Item 3B:      Buena Vista Historic Wine Tool Museum Proclamation (City Clerk)  

 
Item 3C:      Proclamation of the Council of the City of Sonoma Endorsing the Community   
                    Resilience Challenge (City Clerk)                                                    
 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 
All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council, staff, or public request 
specific items to be removed for separate action.  At this time Council may decide to change the order of the 
agenda. 
 
Item 4A:       Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of Ordinances 
                     by Title Only.  (Standard procedural action - no backup information provided) 
 
Item 4B:       Approval of the Minutes of May 4, 2015 City Council Meeting.(City Clerk) 
                     Staff Recommendation:  Approve 
 
Item 4C:       Chamber of Commerce Agreement Ratification (City Manager) 
 
Item 4D::      Adoption of an amendment to the Development Code identifying  vacation as a 
                     conditionally- allowed use in the “Park” zone (Planning Director)     
                     Staff recommendation:  Adopt the ordinance establishing “vacation rental” as a  
                     Conditionally-allowed use in the “Park: zone. 
                        
  
5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council, staff, or public request 
specific items to be removed for separate action.  At this time Council may decide to change the order of the 
agenda. 
 
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Item 6A:     Tobacco Retailers License Ordinance (Introduction) (City Manager) 
                   Staff recommendation: Conduct first reading of ordinance establishing Tobacco  
                   Retailers Licensing Program  
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7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 
(Matters requiring discussion and/or action by the City Council) 
 
Item 7A:         Discussion, consideration, and possible action to approve a new Street 

Name Signage Replacement program (Dan Takasugi, Public Works Director / 
City Engineer)  

                        Staff Recommendation: Discuss and Approve a Street Name Sign Design,     
considering whether to add the Dual Name design for the streets immediately 
surrounding the Plaza. 

 
Item 7B:        2015-2016 City Council Goals (City Manager) 
                       Staff recommendation:  Receive report and approve the 2015-16 Council goals   
 
8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
(Matters requiring discussion and/or action by the Council as the Successor Agency) 
 
9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 
 
10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 
 
11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
I do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board on                                           
May 14, 2015. Cristina Morris, Administrative Assistant 
 
Copies of all staff reports and documents subject to disclosure that relate to any item of 
business referred to on the agenda are normally available for public inspection the Wednesday 
before each regularly scheduled meeting at City Hall, located at No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA.  
Any documents subject to disclosure that are provided to all, or a majority of all, of the 
members of the City Council regarding any item on this agenda after the agenda has been 
distributed will be made available for inspection at the City Clerk’s office, No. 1 The Plaza, 
Sonoma CA during regular business hours. 
 
If you challenge the action of the City Council in court, you may be limited to raising only 
those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described on the agenda, or in 
written correspondence delivered to the City Clerk, at or prior to the public hearing. 
 
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk (707) 933-2216. Notification 48-hours 
before the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 
accessibility to this meeting.  



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
3A 
 
04/20/2015 

 

Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 

Arbor Day Proclamation 

Summary 

The 7th annual Arbor Day Celebration presented by the Sonoma Valley Visitors Bureau and Sonoma 
Birding will be held at the Grinstead Amphitheater on Friday, April 24 at 11 a.m. This year’s theme is 
focused on the human relationship to trees in the 21st Century, with Corey Barnes, education 
coordinator and nursery manager at Quarryhill Botanical Garden, as the guest speaker. 
 
Sonoma Musicians Mark Willson and Mario Ramirez, poet Michael Sheffield, students from Crescent 
Montessori School and members of the Sonoma Valley Woman’s Club will also participate.  
 
The public is encouraged to join in the festivities. Highlights include the presentation of Rotary Club 
of Sonoma Valley’s Conservation Award to Maggie Haywood, honored for distinguished volunteer 
conservation efforts with The Sonoma Land Trust, Sonoma Overlook Trail and the Sonoma Ecology 
Center.  Prior recipients include the late Bob Cannard Sr., Tom Whitworth, John Donnelly, Pat Eliot 
and Mickey Cook, Tom Rusert and, last year, Karen Collins. 
 
In keeping with City practice, the proclamation recipients have been asked to keep the total length of 
their follow-up comments and/or announcements to no more than 10 minutes. 
 

Recommended Council Action 

Mayor Cook to present the proclamation. 

Alternative Actions 

N/A 

Financial Impact 

N/A 

Environmental Review Status 

   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: 

Proclamation 

cc: 

Tom Rusert (via email) 

Wendy Peterson (via email) 

 





 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
3B 
 
05/18/2015 

 

Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 

Buena Vista Historic Wine Tool Museum Proclamation 

Summary 

Buena Vista winery will be conducting the Grand Opening of their Historic Wine Tool Museum on 
May 30, 2015.  A proclamation has been prepared in recognition of this important event.  The Count 
of Buena Vista Winery {aka George Weber} will be on hand to receive the proclamation. 
 
In keeping with City practice, Mr. Weber has been asked to keep the total length of his follow-up 
comments and/or announcements to no more than 10 minutes. 
 

Recommended Council Action 

Mayor Cook to present the proclamation. 

Alternative Actions 

N/A 

Financial Impact 

N/A 

Environmental Review Status 

   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: 

Proclamation 

cc: 

George Weber (via email) 

 

 









 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4C 
 
05/18/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 
Consideration and possible action to Rescind Resolution 13-2015 and accompanying agreement with 
the Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce for Business and Economic Vitality Partnership Services 
and Reissue Agreement  
Summary 
On April 6, 20115 the Council approved an agreement between the City and the Sonoma Valley 
Chamber of Commerce for Business and Economic Vitality Partnership Services.  Subsequent to the 
signing of the agreement, it was determined that three Councilmembers maintained a membership in 
the Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce.  While the membership in the organization did not 
constitute a financial conflict under FPPC regulations, it did require that their memberships be 
publically stated.  Upon the advice of the City Attorney, the original agreement is being rescinded and 
reissued with Councilmembers Edwards, Hundley and Mayor Cook publically stating that they maintain 
memberships in the Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce.  The Sonoma Valley Chamber of 
Commerce has agreed that any funds received from the City between April 6 and May 18 will be 
returned to the City until the new agreement is signed.   

 
Recommended Council Action 
Staff recommends approval of the reissued Agreement with the Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce 
for Business and Economic Vitality Partnership Services and authorize the City Manager as signatory 
to the new agreement.  This agreement is another move forward in staff’s efforts to provide efficiencies 
in City services and collaboration with local service agencies. 
Alternative Actions 
Request additional information. 
 
Financial Impact 
The agreement is proposed to begin upon approval of the Council and run through June 30, 2017.  An 
initial payment for services of $25,000 was approved in the midyear budget amendments for FY 2014-
15.  For the remaining period of the contract (July 2015-June 2017), the City will pay the Chamber 
monthly installments of $10,417 (approximately $125,000 annually).  The funding portion of the 
agreement is delineated in two project areas:   
1. $50,000 for business services as detailed on Exhibit A of the agreement.  This will be funded 
from the General Fund and will be a new program in the FY 2015-16 Operating Budget. 
2. $75,000 for Economic Vitality Program Manager services as detailed on Exhibit B of the 
agreement.  The funding of this position has been budgeted in the General Fund since 2011 and will 
have no direct impact to the budget.  This level of the funding remains unchanged and is merely a 
restructuring of the pay source. 
 
Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  



 

 
 

Attachments: 
Resolution 
Agreement 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Alignment with Council Goals:   

PUBLIC SERVICE:  Expand efficiencies with a focus on providing excellent customer service; 
openly share information about City actions, events and decisions; increase the awareness of City 
programs and promote community participation; improve public access to City information. 

cc: 
Patricia Shults, Executive Director, SV Chamber of Commerce 
Laurie Decker, Economic Vitality Program Manager 

 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4D 
 
05/20/2015 

 

Department 
Planning 

Staff Contact  
David Goodison, Planning Director 

Agenda Item Title 
Adoption of an amendment to the Development Code identifying vacation rentals as a conditionally-
allowed use in the “Park” zone. 

Summary 
Since 2012, when the City Council declined to proceed with its demolition, the Council has been 
exploring alternative uses of the cottage on the Maysonnave cottage, located at 289 First Street 
East, as a means of facilitating its renovation and continued preservation. Because the renovations 
required to upgrade the building to a public use standard are cost-prohibitive (estimated at as much 
as $700,000), the focus has been on identifying approaches that would enable the cottage to be 
used in a manner that would justify the cost of upgrading it, while maintaining compatibility with 
neighboring uses. Ultimately, the City Council approved a proposal by Benchmark/Hoover, which 
calls for a twenty-year lease of the property, based on an allowance for the cottage to be used as a 
vacation rental in exchange for lease payments and the renovation of the cottage to a residential 
occupancy standard. At the conclusion of the lease, the City could then use the accumulated lease 
payments to improve the cottage to a public standard.  
At its meeting of April 6, 2015, the City Council approved a lease with Benchmark-Hoover LLC. Now 
that the lease has been executed, it is necessary to amend the Development Code to allow the 
vacation rental use within the "Park" Zoning District, as it is currently prohibited. To this end, staff 
prepared a draft amendment to Table 2.4 (Special Purpose Uses and Permit Requirements) of 
Chapter 19.10 (Zones and Allowable Uses). This amendment, very simply, adds “Vacation Rental” 
as a conditionally-permitted use in the “Park” zone. It was reviewed by the Planning Commission at 
its meeting of April 9, 2015, at which time the Commission voted unanimously to recommend to the 
City Council that it be adopted. The City Council, on a vote of 5-0, introduced the ordinance at its 
meeting of May 4, 2015. The ordinance is now before the City Council for adoption. 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt the ordinance establishing “vacation rental” as a conditionally-allowed use in the “Park” zone. 

Alternative Actions 
N.A. 

Financial Impact 
Although Benchmark/Hoover would be responsible for upgrading the cottage to a residential 
standard, the lease has short-term and long-term cost implications for the City. Short-term expenses 
to date amount to approximately $13,000 (demolition of barn, upgrade of electrical service). 
Construction the ADA sidewalk connection could cost another $10,000. The only source to fund 
these expenses is the City’s Special Projects Fund. In the long-term, at the termination of the 20-
year lease, the City will have collected $97,000, plus 1% of vacation rental income reserved for the 
upgrade the cottage to public use. While Benchmark/Hoover would have upgraded the cottage to a 
residential standard, substantial additional funding would be needed to implement the required 
improvements associated with bringing the building to a public use standard. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt     Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  



 

 

 

Alignment with Council Goals:  
The identification and implementation of a method of preserving and upgrading the Maysonnave 
Cottage responds to objectives identified in the City Council’s most recent goal-setting process, in 
which historic preservation and the protection of Sonoma’s historic character were emphasized.  

Attachments: 
1. Draft Ordinance 

 

cc: Benchmark/Hoover 
 League for Historic Preservation  
 Joe Costello  
  

 
 
 
 



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

ORDINANCE NO. X - 2015 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA 
AMENDING TITLE 19 OF THE SONOMA MUNICIPAL CODE BY IDENTIFYING 

VACATION RENTALS AS A CONDITIONALLY-ALLOWED USE  
IN THE “PARK” ZONE 

 
The City Council of the City of Sonoma hereby ordains as follows: 
 
Section 1. Table 2-4 (Special Purpose Uses and Permit Requirements) of Title 19, Section 
19.10.050 of the Sonoma Municipal Code, is hereby amended as follows: 
 
Allowed Uses and Permit 
Requirements for Special 
Purpose Zoning Districts 

Permit Required by District P Use permitted 
UP Use Permit required 
L License required 
— Use not allowed 

Land Use (1) A 
 

Pk 
 

P 
 

W 
 

Specific Use Regulations 

Residential Uses (2) 
Agricultural Employee 
Housing 

P — — —  

Caretaker and Employee 
Housing 

UP UP UP UP  

Emergency Shelters, 15 or 
fewer beds  

— — P — 19.50.033 

Emergency Shelters, 16 or 
more beds 

— — UP — 19.50.033 

Residential Accessory 
Structures and Uses  

P — — — 19.50.080 

Single-Family Dwellings, 
including Supportive and 
Transitional Housing 

P — — —  

Supportive Housing — — UP —  
Transitional Housing — — UP —  
Vacation Rental — UP — — 19.50.110 
Notes: 
1. See Section 19.10.050.C regarding uses not listed. See Division VIII for definitions of the 
listed land uses.  
2. New residential developments subject to the City’s Growth Management Ordinance (SMC 
19.94).  
3.   Supportive and Transitional Housing shall be subject to those restrictions that apply to other 
residential dwellings of the same type in the same zone. 
 
 
 



Section 2. Exemption from Environmental Review. 
 
The amendments to the Municipal Code effected by this ordinance are exempt from 
environmental review pursuant to Section (b)(3) of title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, 
as it can be determined with certainty that the Ordinance does not increase residential density 
or the intensity of allowed uses. 
 
Section 3. Effective Date. 
 
This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days from and after the date of its passage. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Sonoma this XX day 
of XX, 2015.  
 

 





























































 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7A 
 
5/18/2015 

 

Department 

Public Works 

Staff Contact  

Dan Takasugi, Public Works Director / City Engineer 

Agenda Item Title 

Discussion, consideration, and possible action to approve a new Street Name Signage Replacement program  

Summary 

Recent regulations through the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) have mandated that all street signage 
meet certain retro-reflectivity standards.  This was established through the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD) Section 2A.08.  Because retro-reflective properties of signage deteriorate over time, street 
and traffic signage must be evaluated and replaced when deemed necessary.  This would include Street Name 
signs, although street name signs are at a lower priority than regulatory traffic signage.  Current street name 
signs do not meet that retro-reflectivity standard for headlight visibility. 
 
This FHWA regulation was viewed as an opportunity to consider a new design for the City’s street name signs 
that would distinguish the City of Sonoma and create a “sense of place”.  One of the Council’s 2014/15 
Infrastructure Goals was to “Initiate Street signage replacement program to meet retro-reflectivity standards for 
headlight visibility”.  The specific action to that objective was to “Consider unique Sonoma historic design street 
signage”.  Council budgeted $25,000 to start this program in FY2014/15. 
 
Staff engaged local sign designer, Bob Sanders, of Robert Sanders & Co. to prepare some street name sign 
study and concept design options.  Those options are shown in the attached study document.  One of the 
options, 1-B, is designed to complement the design of the new Plaza directional sign.  The sign options present 
variations in sign shape, font, and color.  On March 16, 2015, the Council referred the designs to the Design 
Review and Historic Preservation Commission (DRHPC).  The DRHPC met on April 21, 2015 and recommends 
design option 1-B (with the golden bear and stars).  The DRHPC also recommends that the Council consider a 
proposal to include Dual Name street signs in the immediate vicinity of the Plaza (5 street intersections). 
 
Staff projects that this would be a 2-4 year phased program to replace all Street Name signs within City limits.  
The first phase would start with the City’s main arterial and collector street name signs. 
 

Recommended Council Action 

Discuss and Approve a Street Name Sign Design, considering whether to add the Dual Name design for the 
streets immediately surrounding the Plaza. 

Alternative Actions 

    Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 

One a street name sign design option is chosen, staff will proceed to order the signs and brackets, and will 
install the first phase of signage out of the allocated FY2014/15 budget. 

 

Environmental Review Status 

   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration     No Action Required 
   Exempt     Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: 

    Street Name Sign Study and Concept Designs 
    Dual Name Street Sign Naming Proposal with Historical Street Names and Map 

Alignment with Council Goals:   

Supports the Council Infrastructure Goal to initiate a street signage program to meet retro-reflectivity standards 
for headlight visibility. 

 

















 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7B 
 
05/18/2015 

 

Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact  

Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 

Agenda Item Title 

Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the 2015-16 City Council Goals 

Summary 

On March 25th the City Council held a goal-setting work study session facilitated by the City Manager 
during which they each discussed what they envisioned for the upcoming year through their individual 
goals. In addition to the goals submitted by Council, they also reviewed a list of goals submitted by the 
public. Following presentation and discussion of all suggested goals, Council determined the 7 major 
focus areas for FY 2015-16 as follows: 

 City Character 

 Fiscal Management 

 Housing 

 Infrastructure 

 Policy & Leadership 

 Public Service & Community Resources 

 Water 

Council then deliberated on which goals were the highest priority resulting in 31 individual goals 
directed to be carried forward for 2015-16 as the strategic workplan for the City.   Once these final 
goals were determined, Council directed the City Manager to prepare a report incorporating the goals 
and to create a list of action items as key elements used to accomplish the Council goals.  There are 
27 key elements within the seven major focus areas.  Many of these key elements will be incorporated 
into the proposed 2015-16 Operating and Budget. 

Recommended Council Action 

Receive report and approve the 2015-16 Council goals 

Alternative Actions 

Direct changes to Council Goals 

Financial Impact 

Undetermined. 

Environmental Review Status 

   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: 

City Manager’s Report on 2015-16 Council Goals 

Individual list of Councilmember Goals (as submitted for March 25, 2015 Goal-Setting session) 



Agenda Item 7B 

 

 

 

cc: 
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