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OPENING 

 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. Fire Chief Freeman led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
CITY COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:  Edwards, Gallian, Hundley, Agrimonti and Mayor Cook 
ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann, City 
Attorney Walter, Stormwater Compliance Specialist Pegg 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Lin Marie deVincent explained that park residents supported the proposed change to the 
Mobilehome Rent Control Ordinance that would eliminate the Rent Control Board and transfer 
decision making responsibility to the City Manager because it would protect the City from 
frivolous law suits. 
 
Bonnie Joy Kaslan stated that mobilehome park residents were essentially co-investors in the 
mobilehome parks because of their responsibilities for repairs and upkeep of their homes. 
 
Andrew Sawicki stated that the Montini Trail was no place for dogs. 
 
Karla Noyes urged people to reduce their water consumption, provided a couple of movie 
recommendations and reported her attendance at numerous meetings and workshops.  She 
stated that everyone needed to reduce their Green House Gas emissions. 
 

2. MEETING DEDICATIONS - None 

 

3. PRESENTATIONS  

 
Item 3A: World Elder Abuse Awareness Day Proclamation 
 
Mayor Cook read aloud the proclamation and presented it to Cynthia Scarborough, Executive 
Director of Vintage House Senior Center. 
 
Item 3B: Presentation of annual stormwater report and update on stormwater 

program activities 
 
Stormwater Compliance Specialist Pegg presented the annual stormwater report and update on 
stormwater program activities.   
 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 4A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.  
Item 4B: Approval of the Minutes of the May 18, 2015 City Council Meeting. 
Item 4C: Adoption of Ordinance No. 04-2015 entitled AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 

OF SONOMA REQUIRING THE LICENSURE OF TOBACCO RETAILERS AND 
AMENDING CHAPTER 7.25 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE. 

 

CONCURRENT SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 

& 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE 

DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
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4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL, Continued 

 
Item 4D: Approval of Successor Employment Agreement between the City of 

Sonoma and Carol Giovanatto as City Manager.  Approved agreement and 
authorized the Mayor to execute the agreement on behalf of the City. 

Item 4E: Approval of Participation in the Intergovernmental Transfer with 
Partnership HealthPlan of California (PHC) and Authorization for the City 
Manager to Sign Agreements.  (Res. No. 18-2015 entitled RESOLUTION OF 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT FOR INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
TRANSFER WITH PARTNERSHIP HEALTHPLAN OF CALIFORNIA) 

 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Gallian, seconded by Clm. Agrimonti, to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 5A: Approval of the Portions of the Minutes of May 18, 2015 City Council 

Meeting Pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Hundley, seconded by Clm. Edwards, to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Item 6A: Discussion, consideration, and possible action to conduct the first reading 

of an Ordinance of The City Council of the City of Sonoma amending Titles 
13, 14, and 19 of the Sonoma Municipal Code by Amending the Stormwater 
and Development Regulations as they Pertain to the City’s Legal Authority 
and Ability to Comply with NPDES Permit No. 2013-0001-DWQ. 

 
Mayor Cook opened the public hearing.  Stormwater Compliance Specialist Pegg reported that 
it was necessary for the City to amend sections of the Sonoma Municipal Code to remove gaps 
and impediments to full compliance with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Permit No. 2013-0001-DWQ.  He explained that NPDES Permit No. 2013-0001-DWQ 
authorized the City to discharge stormwater from its storm drain system without violating the 
1972 Clean Water Act.  Pegg provided a detailed description of the proposed revisions. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Gallian, seconded by Clm. Edwards, to introduce the ordinance.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 7A: Discussion, consideration and possible action to provide comments  and 

consensus agreement on issues related to the Sonoma County Waste 
Management Agency (SCWMA).   

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the Sonoma County Waste Management Agency 
(SCWMA) requested Council to weigh in on key aspects related to the continuation of the Joint 
Powers Authority agreement.  She led Council through a matrix of issues and Council reached 
consensus and provided direction on each one.  SCWMA Executive Director Mikus and 
Department Analyst Carter also responded to Council questions and provided additional 
information.  There were no comments from the public. 
 
RECESS:  The meeting recessed from 8:30 to 8:35 p.m. 
 
Item 7B: Discussion, consideration and possible action of a resolution establishing 

procedures pertaining to appointments to City boards and commissions. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that recent Council discussions had led to a desire to discuss 
and consider whether amendments to the procedures pertaining to appointments to City boards 
would be appropriate. She described the current process outlined in Resolution Number 77-
2002. 
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Item 7B: Appointments to City boards and commissions, Continued 
 
Clm. Edwards stated he wanted to see a more transparent process but did not want to interview 
applicants at an open Council meeting.  He wanted to see a more serious vetting of the 
applicants and have an alternative to the current practice of allowing only the Mayor to make the 
nominations. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Robert Felder stated he felt the current system 
was working and he supported giving more weight to the Alternate when filling a vacancy. 
 
Clm. Hundley stated she wanted to have a conversation about why the current system existed 
and questioned the statement previously made by Mayor Cook that nominations were a perk of 
being the Mayor. She stated she was also concerned that there were no females on the 
Planning Commission.  Clm. Hundley stated that she felt there were ways to make the system 
more transparent and instill more public confidence in it.  She proposed to keep the two person 
subcommittee process but make each of them equal members.  Should they not agree on the 
nominee, they would bring their individual nominations to the Council, explain their reasoning for 
their selection and let the full Council make the decision of who was appointed.  Clm. Hundley 
pointed out that there were stated qualifications for members of other City commissions and 
stated that she would like to have the Planning Commissioners develop some qualifications of 
people they would prefer to work with. 
 
Clm. Edwards stated that Sonoma did not have an elected Mayor, that it was mainly a 
ceremonial position – serving as the point person for one year with no special power.  Clm. 
Agrimonti disagreed saying that the Mayor sets the agenda and establishes direction for the 
Council.  She added that she did not want to appoint females just because they were females. 
 
Clm. Gallian stated the current system had worked very well, she would love to see a female on 
the Planning Commission, and she supported an automatic appointment of the Alternates. 
 
Mayor Cook stated that the hardest part of being the Mayor was commission nominations.  He 
agreed Alternates should be appointed but only by nominations made by the Mayor.  He said 
this discussion would not have come about had there been a full Council present at the first 
meeting the Planning Commission nomination was presented.  He stated the current system 
worked and there was no need to fix something that was not broken. 
 
Clm. Edwards stated he did not feel the City did the best job it could have done in selecting the 
Planning Commissioner.  The Commission should be made up of a diverse group and be 
reflective of the community. 
 
Clm. Hundley stated that adding a check to one person’s decision would add more confidence 
in the system, adding a second opinion would make it a stronger choice.  She said that would 
be a small change that would not leave the Mayor out of the system. 
 
Mayor Cook stated the Mayor only makes the nomination; the decision was made by the 
Council.  Clm. Hundley responded that because no one else can make a nomination, the 
Council was limited to discussing only the nominee presented by the Mayor and not any other 
applicants. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Agrimonti, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to retain the current system and 
make appointment of the Alternate automatic if they were willing to accept the appointment. The 
motion carried three to two.  Clms. Edwards and Hundley dissented.  
 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 

9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 
Clm. Agrimonti reported attendance at the Buena Vista Wine Tool Museum grand opening and 
a meeting of the Health Action Committee. 
 
Clm. Edwards commended all those who made the Memorial Day activities a huge success. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported attendance at Memorial Day and a Climate Adaptation workshop. 
 
Mayor Cook reported attendance at the Luther Burbank Rose Parade, Memorial Day, Buena 
Vista Wine Tool Museum grand opening, and the Sonoma Raceway Parade. 
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10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF - None 

 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – None. 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 22nd day of June 2015. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 


