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1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
CITY COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:  Edwards, Gallian, Hundley, Agrimonti and Mayor Cook 
ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann, 
Planning Director Goodison, Public Works Director/City Engineer Takasugi, Police Chief 
Sackett, Finance Director Hilbrants, Fire Chief Freeman. 
 

2. REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED FY 2015/16 OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET 
FOR THE CITY OF SONOMA AND SONOMA SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 
Mayor Cook invited the Tier 1 Nonprofits to make their presentations to the Council. 
 
Rachel Cusick, Boys and Girls Clubs Sonoma Valley, presented a request for funding in the 
amount of $86,250 for the Summer Recreation ($31,250) and After School Recreation ($55,000) 
programs.  Their prior year grant was $69,000.  She described the programs, accomplishments 
and future expansion plans of the Club. 
 
Toni Castrone, Sonoma Community Center, presented a request for funding in the amount of 
$43,000 as an offset to costs incurred by producing the Fourth of July Parade and the City 
Party.  Their prior year grant was $32,000.  She explained that the annual Fourth of July Parade 
had its origins with the Community Center and eventually was moved to the downtown Plaza.  It 
grew through the years into the huge event that it is today, even being listed in 2014 by Travel + 
Leisure Magazine as one of the best places to celebrate the Fourth of July.  She stated that the 
Center’s primary focus was the arts and art education and that promotion of these events took 
them away from that focus.  While they were committed to continuing to produce the events; 
without an increase of 25% plus $3,000 (over last year’s funding amount) they would have to 
consider if it was prudent to continue to do so in the coming year.  
 
Richard Dale, Sonoma Ecology Center, presented a request for funding in the amount of 
$32,500 for the Sonoma Garden Park and related programs.  Their prior year grant was 
$27,000.  He described the educational programs they provided at the park which included K-12 
Watershed, EnviroLeader Internship, various community workshops and Summer Science 
Camp. 
 
Cynthia Scarborough, Vintage House Senior Center, presented a request for funding in the 
amount of $45,000 stating that amount represented only 6.1% of their total annual budget.  
Their prior year grant was $36,000.  She described the programs the Center offered and stated 
the requested 25% increase would continue their recovery from previous funding cuts. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported staff was presenting a balanced operating and capital budget 
in the amount of $31,612,145 for the City and the Successor Agency.  She commended all City 
staff for their efforts in preparing the budget and for their diligence in keeping expenditures at 
their lowest possible levels while achieving the City Council’s goals.  The budget represented a 
total increase of all funds of approximately 7.5% from the prior year, mainly contributable to 
capital projects within the Water and Street Departments and one-time expenditures.  The  

CONCURRENT SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 

& 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE 

DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma CA 95476 
 

Monday, June 15, 2015 
1:00 p.m. 

**** 
CITY COUNCIL BUDGET WORKSHOP 

MINUTES 

City Council 
David Cook, Mayor 

Laurie Gallian, Mayor Pro Tem 
Madolyn Agrimonti 

Gary Edwards 
Rachel Hundley 

 

 



June 15, 2015, Page 2 of 2 

2. REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED FY 2015/16 OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET 
FOR THE CITY OF SONOMA AND SONOMA SUCCESSOR AGENCY - Continued 

 
General Fund budget of $16,826,752 represented a 4.76% increase.  77% of the General Fund 
revenue came from taxes (property, transient occupancy, sales, Measure J, business license 
and franchise).   
 
City Manager Giovanatto provided an overview of the proposed expenditures and explained that 
pursuant to Council’s adopted goal, staff had set up a Community Fund in the amount of 
$187,964 equal to 1.5% of General Fund Tax Revenue sources and planned to provide a 
detailed policy recommendation to meet the Council’s discussion of a grant-based application 
process later in the year.  Funding for the Tier 1 nonprofits was included at the same level as 
last year and any changes to those amounts would be at Council’s direction. 
 
Each Department Director then presented their draft budgets and provided details of the 
proposed expenditure plans. 
 
Councilmembers discussed funding for the Tier 1 nonprofits.  It was moved by Clm. Hundley, 
seconded by Clm. Gallian, to approve a 2.5% increase in funding over last year for the Boys 
and Girls Club, Ecology Center and Vintage House and to allocate $43,000 for the Community 
Center.  The motion carried three to two, Councilmembers Edwards and Agrimonti dissented. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Richard Dale commented about the success of 
the County in reclaiming prior redevelopment funding.  Toni Castrone thanked the Council for 
their continued support of the Community Center. 
 

3. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:24 p.m. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 20th day of  July 2015. 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 


