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Be Courteous - TURN OFF your cell phones and pagers while the meeting is in session. 
 
OPENING 
 
CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL (Edwards, Gallian, Hundley, Agrimonti, Cook) 
 
1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  It is recommended 
that you keep your comments to three minutes or less.  Under State Law, matters presented under this item 
cannot be discussed or acted upon by the City Council at this time.  For items appearing on the agenda, the 
public will be invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Council consideration.  Upon being 
acknowledged by the Mayor, please step to the podium and speak into the microphone.  Begin by stating and 
spelling your name. 
 
2. MEETING DEDICATIONS 
 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS  
 
Item 3A: Proclamation entitled “Sonoma Courage: A Proclamation to End Bullying in 

Honor of Adam Kizer” 
 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 
All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council, staff, or public request 
specific items to be removed for separate action.  At this time Council may decide to change the order of the 
agenda. 
 
Item 4A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of Ordinances 

by Title Only.  (Standard procedural action - no backup information provided) 
 
Item 4B: Approval of the Minutes of the June 15 and June 22, 2015 City Council Meetings. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the minutes. 
 
 
 

CONCURRENT REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 

& 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE 

DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West, Sonoma CA 
 

Monday, July 20, 2015 
6:00 p.m. 

**** 
AGENDA 

City Council 
David Cook, Mayor 

Laurie Gallian, Mayor Pro Tem 
Madolyn Agrimonti 

Gary Edwards 
Rachel Hundley 
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4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL, Continued 
 
Item 4C: Approval of the appointment of Mayor Pro Tem Laurie Gallian as the City’s 

representative on the Marin/Sonoma Mosquito and Vector Control District Board 
for a four-year term. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the appointment. 
 
Item 4D: Approval and ratification of the appointment of Bill Essert as the alternate 

commissioner on the Design Review & Historic Preservation Commission for an 
initial two-year term. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the appointment. 
 
Item 4E: Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Chip Roberson to the Planning 

Commission for an additional two-year term.  
  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the reappointment. 
 
Item 4F: Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Bill Willers to the Planning 

Commission for an additional four-year term.  
  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the reappointment. 
 
Item 4G: Approval of a waiver of commission attendance rules for Community Services 

and Environment Commissioner Mary Piasta Valluzzo.  
  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the waiver of commission attendance rules. 
 
Item 4H: Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Chris Rateaver to the 

Community Services and Environment Commission for an additional four-year 
term. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the reappointment. 
 
Item 4I: Approval and ratification of the appointment of Ken Brown to the Community 

Services and Environment Commission for a two-year term. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the appointment. 
 
Item 4J: Approval and ratification of the appointment of Christina Cook to the Community 

Services and Environment Commission for a two-year term. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the appointment. 
 
Item 4K: Approval and ratification of the appointment of Denise Wilbanks as the alternate 

commissioner for the Community Services and Environment Commission for a 
two-year term. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the appointment. 
 
Item 4L: Consideration and Possible Action to Accept the Final Report on the 2014-15 

City Council Goals. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Receive status report. 
 
Item 4M: Approval of an amendment to the Special Events Policy Requiring Responsible 

Beverage Training. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution approving the amended policy. 
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5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council, staff, or public request 
specific items to be removed for separate action.  At this time Council may decide to change the order of the 
agenda. 
 
Item 5A: Approval of the Portions of the Minutes of June 15 and June 22, 2015 City 

Council Meetings Pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Approve. 
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING - None 
 
7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
(Matters requiring discussion and/or action by the Council as the Successor Agency) 
 
Item 7A: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution of the City 

Council as Successor Agency to the Former Sonoma Community Development 
Agency approving the issuance of refunding bonds and other related actions.   
(Finance Director) 

  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution. 
 
8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 
(Matters requiring discussion and/or action by the City Council) 
 
Item 8A: Discussion, consideration, and possible action to Increase regulations on the 

use of leaf blowers.   (City Manager & Planning Director) 
  Staff Recommendation:  Council discretion. 
 
9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 
10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 
 
11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
I do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board on July 16, 2015.   Gay 
Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
 
Copies of all staff reports and documents subject to disclosure that relate to any item of business referred to on the 
agenda are normally available for public inspection the Wednesday before each regularly scheduled meeting at City 
Hall, located at No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA.  Any documents subject to disclosure that are provided to all, or a 
majority of all, of the members of the City Council regarding any item on this agenda after the agenda has been 
distributed will be made available for inspection at the City Clerk’s office, No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA during 
regular business hours. 
 
If you challenge the action of the City Council in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described on the agenda, or in written correspondence delivered to the 
City Clerk, at or prior to the public hearing. 
 
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
please contact the City Clerk (707) 933-2216. Notification 48-hours before the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
3A 
 
07/20/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Proclamation entitled “Sonoma Courage: A Proclamation to End Bullying in Honor of Adam Kizer” 
Summary 

 
Local residents Sheana Davis and Ben Sessions requested a proclamation relating to the need to 
put a stop to bullying and in recognition of the untimely death of Sonoma Valley High School student 
Adam Kizer. 
 
In keeping with City practice, the proclamation recipients have been asked to keep the total length of 
their follow-up comments and/or announcements to no more than 10 minutes. 
 

Recommended Council Action 
Mayor Cook to present the proclamations. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Proclamation 
cc: 

Sheana Davis (via email) 
 

 





 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4B 
 
07/20/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval of the Minutes of the June 15 and June 22, 2015 City Council Meetings. 
Summary 

The minutes have been prepared for Council review and approval. 
Recommended Council Action 

Approve the minutes. 
Alternative Actions 

Correct or amend the minutes prior to approval. 
Financial Impact 

N/A 
Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

 Minutes 
 
Alignment with Council Goals:  N/A 

 
cc:  N/A 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
CITY COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:  Edwards, Gallian, Hundley, Agrimonti and Mayor Cook 
ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann, 
Planning Director Goodison, Public Works Director/City Engineer Takasugi, Police Chief 
Sackett, Finance Director Hilbrants, Fire Chief Freeman. 
 
2. REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED FY 2015/16 OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET 

FOR THE CITY OF SONOMA AND SONOMA SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
 
Mayor Cook invited the Tier 1 Nonprofits to make their presentations to the Council. 
 
Rachel Cusick, Boys and Girls Clubs Sonoma Valley, presented a request for funding in the 
amount of $86,250 for the Summer Recreation ($31,250) and After School Recreation ($55,000) 
programs.  Their prior year grant was $69,000.  She described the programs, accomplishments 
and future expansion plans of the Club. 
 
Toni Castrone, Sonoma Community Center, presented a request for funding in the amount of 
$43,000 as an offset to costs incurred by producing the Fourth of July Parade and the City 
Party.  Their prior year grant was $32,000.  She explained that the annual Fourth of July Parade 
had its origins with the Community Center and eventually was moved to the downtown Plaza.  It 
grew through the years into the huge event that it is today, even being listed in 2014 by Travel + 
Leisure Magazine as one of the best places to celebrate the Fourth of July.  She stated that the 
Center’s primary focus was the arts and art education and that promotion of these events took 
them away from that focus.  While they were committed to continuing to produce the events; 
without an increase of 25% plus $3,000 (over last year’s funding amount) they would have to 
consider if it was prudent to continue to do so in the coming year.  
 

CONCURRENT SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 

& 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE 

DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma CA 95476 
 

Monday, June 15, 2015 
1:00 p.m. 

**** 
CITY COUNCIL BUDGET WORKSHOP 

MINUTES 

City Council 
David Cook, Mayor 

Laurie Gallian, Mayor Pro Tem 
Madolyn Agrimonti 

Gary Edwards 
Rachel Hundley 
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Richard Dale, Sonoma Ecology Center, presented a request for funding in the amount of 
$32,500 for the Sonoma Garden Park and related programs.  Their prior year grant was 
$27,000.  He described the educational programs they provided at the park which included K-12 
Watershed, EnviroLeader Internship, various community workshops and Summer Science 
Camp. 
 
Cynthia Scarborough, Vintage House Senior Center, presented a request for funding in the 
amount of $45,000 stating that amount represented only 6.1% of their total annual budget.  
Their prior year grant was $36,000.  She described the programs the Center offered and stated 
the requested 25% increase would continue their recovery from previous funding cuts. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported staff was presenting a balanced operating and capital budget 
in the amount of $31,612,145 for the City and the Successor Agency.  She commended all City 
staff for their efforts in preparing the budget and for their diligence in keeping expenditures at 
their lowest possible levels while achieving the City Council’s goals.  The budget represented a 
total increase of all funds of approximately 7.5% from the prior year, mainly contributable to 
capital projects within the Water and Street Departments and one-time expenditures.  The 
General Fund budget of $16,826,752 represented a 4.76% increase.  77% of the General Fund 
revenue came from taxes (property, transient occupancy, sales, Measure J, business license 
and franchise).   
 
City Manager Giovanatto provided an overview of the proposed expenditures and explained that 
pursuant to Council’s adopted goal, staff had set up a Community Fund in the amount of 
$187,964 equal to 1.5% of General Fund Tax Revenue sources and planned to provide a 
detailed policy recommendation to meet the Council’s discussion of a grant-based application 
process later in the year.  Funding for the Tier 1 nonprofits was included at the same level as 
last year and any changes to those amounts would be at Council’s direction. 
 
Each Department Director then presented their draft budgets and provided details of the 
proposed expenditure plans. 
 
Councilmembers discussed funding for the Tier 1 nonprofits.  It was moved by Clm. Hundley, 
seconded by Clm. Gallian, to approve a 2.5% increase in funding over last year for the Boys 
and Girls Club, Ecology Center and Vintage House and to allocate $43,000 for the Community 
Center.  The motion carried three to two, Councilmembers Edwards and Agrimonti dissented. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Richard Dale commented about the success of 
the County in reclaiming prior redevelopment funding.  Toni Castrone thanked the Council for 
their continued support of the Community Center. 
 
3. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:24 p.m. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the          day of             2015. 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
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CLOSED SESSION 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m.  There was no public testimony regarding the 
closed session items.  The Council recessed into closed session with all members present except 
Clm. Edwards.  City Manager Giovanatto and City Attorney Walter were also present. 
 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
  
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL -- EXISTING LITIGATION,  Pursuant to Cal. Gov't Code 
sec. 54956.9(d)(1).  Name of case:  DMV, LLC v. City of Sonoma. 
 
OPEN SESSION 
 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Jack Wagner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:  Gallian, Hundley, Agrimonti and Mayor Cook.  ABSENT:  Edwards 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann, City 
Attorney Walter, Planning Director Goodison, Public Works Director Takasugi, Finance Director 
Hilbrants 
 
City Manager Giovanatto requested that Council add a proclamation to the agenda as Item 3D.  It was 
moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Agrimonti, to add a proclamation in observation of the 180th 
anniversary of the founding of the Pueblo of Sonoma.  The motion carried unanimously, Clm. 
Edwards absent. 
 
1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
An unnamed female gave thanks for The Haven (the City’s Emergency Overnight Shelter). 
 
Sheana Davis thanked the Council for dedicating the meeting to Adam Kizer and noted that his 
parents were present. 
 
Jack Wagner spoke in support of more activities for youth and mentioned the passing of Richard 
Brocco.  He also stated that public transit should be a Council priority. 
 

SPECIAL CONCURRENT MEETINGS OF THE 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 

& 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE 

DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West, Sonoma CA 
 

Monday, June 22, 2015 
5:45 p.m. 

**** 
AGENDA 

City Council 
David Cook, Mayor 

Laurie Gallian, Mayor Pro Tem 
Madolyn Agrimonti 

Gary Edwards 
Rachel Hundley 
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Lin Marie deVincent, Manufactured Homeowners Alliance, stated her hope that the next study session 
regarding the Mobilehome Rent Control ordinance would achieve a triple win for land owner, 
homeowner and City rights. 
 
Gary Hermes, Tre Park Committee, explained that due to the annual CPI increases and because the 
City’s ordinance allowed a 10% rent increase upon the sale of a mobilehome, the rent for a space he 
used to rent had increased from $687 in 2003 to $978 currently. 
 
Wendy Peterson announced there would be a shuttle service available for next weekend’s NASCAR 
event at Sonoma Raceway. 
 
Deirdre Sheerin of Sweetwater Spectrum introduced Farm Manager Luke Carneal and invited all to 
visit their farm market currently open each Saturday. 
 
2. MEETING DEDICATIONS 
 
Clm. Hundley explained that her grandfather, father and she were all born in Charleston, South 
Carolina and that she had many friends and family that still lived there.  She recounted the June 17, 
2015 shooting massacre at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston and 
dedicated the meeting in the memory of those lost. 
 
Clm. Agrimonti dedicated the meeting in the memory of Mr. Richard Brocco. 
 
Mayor Cook dedicated the meeting in the memory of Adam Kizer. 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS  
 
Item 3A: Maribel Campos Day Proclamation 
 
Mayor Cook read aloud the proclamation recognizing Sonoma Valley High School student Ms. Maribel 
Campos who was named the 2015 California Boys and Girls Clubs Youth of the Year.  Ms. Campos 
thanked the Council for the recognition. 
 
Item 3B: Recognition of Mr. Charles Bouey for thirty years of service on the 

Marin/Sonoma Mosquito and Vector Control District Board. 
 
Mayor Cook presented a certificate of appreciation to Mr. Charles Bouey for representing the City of 
Sonoma on the Marin/Sonoma Mosquito and Vector Control District board for thirty years.  Mr. Bouey 
stated the district had great staff and were wonderful to work with. 
 
Item 3C: Presentation regarding the history and operations of the Marin/Sonoma 

Mosquito and Vector Control District. 
 
Phil Smith, Manager of the Mosquito District, made a presentation informing the Council of the 
district’s programs. 
 
Item 3D: Proclamation in observation of the 180th anniversary of the founding of the 

Pueblo of Sonoma 
 
Mayor Cook read aloud the proclamation and presented it to Clm. Gallian. 
 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 
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Item 4A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of Ordinances 

by Title Only. 
Item 4B: Approval of the Minutes of the April 29 and June 1, 2015 City Council Meetings. 
Item 4C: Adoption of a resolution approving the use of City streets for the City of Sonoma 

Police Department on July 13, 2015 to conduct the Law Enforcement Special 
Olympics Flame of Hope Ceremonial Run.  (Res. No. 19-2015) 

Item 4D: Discussion, consideration and possible action authorizing the acceptance and 
use of a grant from the California Department of Alcohol Beverage Control 
(ABC).  (Res. No. 20-2015) 

Item 4E: Approval of the allocation of City funded rentals at the Sonoma Veteran’s 
Memorial Building as requested by the Native Sons of the Golden West (Surf & 
Turf Dinner), Valley of the Moon Lions Club (Crab Feed), Sonoma Valley High 
School Boosters Club (Crab Feed), Sonoma International Film Festival, American 
Legion Jack London Post #489 (Sonoma Bar Battle), Sonoma Community Center 
(4th of July), and Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club (Hamfest).   Approved 
subject to Board of Supervisor’s approval of the 2015/16 agreement. 

Item 4F: Adoption of an Ordinance of The City Council of the City of Sonoma amending 
Titles 13, 14, and 19 of the Sonoma Municipal Code by Amending the Stormwater 
and Development Regulations as they Pertain to the City’s Legal Authority and 
Ability to Comply with NPDES Permit No. 2013-0001-DWQ.  (Ord. NO. 04-2015) 

Item 4G: Adopt the Plans and Specifications, Award a Contract to Argonaut Constructors, 
lowest responsible bidder, for the East Napa Road Rehabilitation Project No. 
1310; Federal Project No. STPL-5114 (017), and Authorize the City Manager to 
execute a contract with Argonaut Constructors in the amount of $568,996.05. 

Item 4H: Adoption of Plans and Specifications, Award a Contract to Sierra Nevada 
Construction, Inc., lowest responsible bidder, for the 2015 Citywide Slurry Seal 
Project No. 1501, and Authorize the City Manager to execute a construction 
contract in the amount of $157,107.00. 

 
The public comment period opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. Agrimonti, 
seconded by Clm. Gallian, to approve the consent calendar as presented.  The motion carried 
unanimously, Clm. Edwards absent. 
 
5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
 
Item 5A: Approval of the Portions of the Minutes of June 1, 2015 City Council Meeting 

Pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
The public comment period opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. Gallian, 
seconded by Clm. Agrimonti, to approve the consent calendar as presented.  The motion carried 
unanimously, Clm. Edwards absent. 
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Item 6A: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding the Adoption of the 

FY 2015-16 Operating and Capital Budget for the City of Sonoma and the 
Sonoma Successor Agency. 

 
Mayor Cook opened the Public Hearing.  City Manager Giovanatto reported that the Council had 
conducted a four and a half hour budget workshop on June 15, 2015 discussing and considering the 
proposed budget.  She then provided an overview of the capital improvement plan, various funds, 
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revenues, and expenditure plans.  City Manager Giovanatto commended all City staff for their 
participation in the budget process. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Cynthia Scarborough, Vintage House, thanked the 
Council for their ongoing support and expressed her disappointment that the council did not approve 
the 25% increase in funding they had requested. 
 
Toni Castrone, Sonoma Community Center, thanked the Council for their support. 
 
Mayor Cook and Councilmembers Hundley, Gallian, and Agrimonti expressed their pleasure with the 
budget format and thanked staff for their diligence in bringing forward a balanced budget. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Hundley, to adopt the resolution entitled A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SONOMA AND THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY OF THE FORMER 
SONOMA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY ADOPTING THE OPERATING AND CAPITAL 
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015-2016.  (Res. No. 21-2015)  The motion carried unanimously, Clm. 
Edwards absent. 
 
7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL (no items) 
 
8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY (no items) 
 
9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 
Clm. Agrimonti reported attendance at the Springs Housing Forum, Hanna Boys Center Forum, 
Bluewing Homeowner meeting, and Health Roundtable meetings. 
 
Clm. Hundley reported attendance at the Legislative Action Committee meeting. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported attendance at the Mayors and Councilmembers meeting, Springs Housing 
Forum, Local Energy Action Forum, and Native Sons of Golden West Chicken BBQ. 
 
Mayor Cook reported attendance at the Flag Day Celebration and Hula Mai. 
 
10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 
 
City Manager Giovanatto announced the various openings on City commissions. 
 
11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC - None 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. in the memory of the victims of the massacre at Emanuel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, SC, Richard Brocco and Adam Kizer.   
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular meeting 
of the Sonoma City Council on the          day of             2015. 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4C 
 
07/20/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Carol Giovanatto, City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval of the appointment of Mayor Pro Tem Laurie Gallian as the City’s representative on the 
Marin/Sonoma Mosquito and Vector Control District Board for a four-year term. 

Summary 
The City of Sonoma was annexed into the Marin Mosquito Abatement District in 1982.  In 1995 the 
name of the district was changed to Marin/Sonoma Mosquito and Vector Control District {District}.  
The District currently serves approximately 736,000 residents in Sonoma and Marin Counties.  It is 
governed by a Board of Trustees with representatives from each city and county.  The Board of 
Trustees is responsible for setting policy, oversight and approval of expenditures, and setting the 
budget.  The mission of the District is to protect the health and welfare of the communities from 
mosquitoes and vector-borne disease.  Services they provide include Mosquito control; Delivery of 
mosquitofish; a Lab and surveillance program; Yellowjacket control; Rodent advice and inspections; 
and School presentations for grades K-8. 
 
The District is a California Independent Special District funded by a service charge assessed on all 
non-exempt land parcels in the service area and collected along with property taxes.  Marin and 
Sonoma County homeowners are typically assessed between $10 and $20 per year for mosquito 
and vector control services. 
 
Charles Bouey recently resigned after serving as the City’s representative on the District Board for 
thirty years.  Per Health and Safety Code §2024(a) trustees are appointed for either a two or four 
year term at the discretion of the appointing body.  At the end of the advertised recruitment period, 
no one other than Mayor Pro Tem Gallian had expressed an interest in filling the position.  Staff is 
recommending that she be appointed for a four-year term and that this appointment be added to the 
2015 list of Council appointments. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve the appointment. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

2015 Council Assignments List 
Alignment with Council Goals:  N/A 

 



 

CITY OF SONOMA 
2015 CITY COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS 

TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

Board/Committee/Commission 2015 Representative 
Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), General 
Assembly Annual April meeting in S F 

Laurie Gallian 
Gary Edwards, Alternate 

Cittaslow Sonoma Valley Advisory Council Gary Edwards 
Laurie Gallian, Alternate 

City Audit Committee 
Meets as needed 

Laurie Gallian 
David Cook 

City Facilities Committee 
Meets on an as needed basis 

David Cook 
Gary Edwards 

League of California Cities N.B. Division Liaison 
Quarterly evening meetings, various locations 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian, Alternate 

Marin/Sonoma Mosquito & Vector Control District 
Meets second Wednesday, 7 p.m. in Cotati 

Laurie Gallian 

North Bay Watershed Assn. Board of Directors 
Monthly morning meetings, first Friday of Month, in Novato 

Madolyn Agrimonti 
Public Works Director, Alt. 

Oversight Board to the Dissolved Sonoma Community 
Development Agency (CDA) 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian, Alternate 

Sonoma Clean Power Authority 
 

David Cook 
Rachel Hundley, Alternate 

Sonoma County Health Action & SV Health Roundtable 
Monthly meetings, First Friday in Santa Rosa 

Madolyn Agrimonti 

Sonoma County Mayor and Councilmembers Association Board 
of Directors (Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem) 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian 

Sonoma County Mayor and Councilmembers Association 
Legislative Committee – First Friday in Santa Rosa, 9:30 a.m. 

Rachel Hundley 
Laurie Gallian, Alternate 

Sonoma County Transportation Authority & Regional Climate 
Protection Authority – Monthly Monday meetings in Santa Rosa 

Laurie Gallian 
Madolyn Agrimonti, Alternate 

Sonoma County Waste Management Agency 
Monthly morning meetings, third Wednesday, Santa Rosa 

Madolyn Agrimonti 
City Manager, Alternate 
Public Works Dir., 2nd Alt. 

Sonoma Disaster Council  (Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem per Muni 
Code) 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian, Alternate 

Sonoma Housing Corporation (Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem)  Meets 
as needed 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian 

Sonoma Tourism Improvement District Board City Manager Giovanatto 
Asst. CM Johann 

Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission 
Monthly evening meetings, fourth Wed., in Sonoma 

Rachel Hundley 
David Cook, Alternate 

Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District Board of Directors 
(Mayor & Mayor Pro Tem) Meets as needed, Tuesday mornings 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian 

S.V. Economic Development Steering Committee Monthly morning 
meetings, first or second Monday 

David Cook 
Rachel Hundley, Alternate 

Sonoma Valley Fire & Rescue Authority Oversight Committee  
(Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem) 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian 

Sonoma Valley Library Advisory Committee, Meets second 
Thursday, 4 p.m. 

David Cook 
Rachel Hundley, Alternate 

Valley of the Moon Water District / City of Sonoma Ad Hoc 
Committee Meets as needed 

Laurie Gallian 
Madolyn Agrimonti, Alt. 

Water Advisory Committee 
Quarterly morning meetings, first Monday, in Santa Rosa 

Laurie Gallian 
Madolyn Agrimonti, Alt. 

 
Adopted 12/15/14, revised 2/2/15, revised 7/20/15 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
 City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4D 
 
07/20/2015 
 

                                                                                            
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact 

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval and ratification of the appointment of Bill Essert as the alternate commissioner on the 
Design Review & Historic Preservation Commission for an initial two-year term. 

Summary 
The Design Review Commission consists of 5 members and one alternate who serve at the 
pleasure of the City Council.  At least four of the members and the alternate must be City residents.  
Appointments are made when a nomination made by the Mayor is ratified by the City Council. 
 
Mayor Cook and Councilmember Hundley interviewed four applicants on July 8, 2015 and the Mayor 
has nominated Bill Essert for appointment to the Design Review & Historic Preservation Commission 
to serve as the Alternate for an initial two-year term ending July 20, 2017. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve and ratify the nomination. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
n/a 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

 
Attachments: 
    Mr. Essert’s Commission Application 

 
Copy to:   B. Essert via email 







 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4E 
 
07/20/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Chip Roberson to the Planning Commission for an 
additional two-year term. 

Summary 
The Planning Commission consists of 7 members and one alternate who serve at the pleasure of 
the City Council.  Commissioners may serve for a total of eight years (Two-year term, Four-year 
term, Two-year term).  Seven members and the alternate must reside within the City limits. 
  
Chip Roberson was originally appointed to the Planning Commission on August 19, 2009.  Mayor 
Cook has nominated him for reappointment for an additional two-year term. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve and ratify the reappointment. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
N/A. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

None. 
cc: 

Chip Roberson via email 
 

 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4F 
 
07/20/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Bill Willers to the Planning Commission for an 
additional four-year term. 

Summary 
The Planning Commission consists of 7 members and one alternate who serve at the pleasure of 
the City Council.  Commissioners may serve for a total of eight years (Two-year term, Four-year 
term, Two-year term).  Seven members and the alternate must reside within the City limits. 
  
Bill Willers was originally appointed to the Planning Commission on August 19, 2013.  Mayor Cook 
has nominated him for reappointment for an additional four-year term. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve and ratify the reappointment. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
N/A. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

None. 
cc: 

Bill Willers via email 
 

 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4G 
 
07/20/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval of a waiver of commission attendance rules for Community Services and Environment 
Commissioner Mary Piasta Valluzzo. 

Summary 
Pursuant to Sonoma Municipal Code section 2.40.010 if a member of one of the City’s commissions 
misses three consecutive meetings or one-third of any calendar year’s meetings they have vacated 
their position.  The same municipal code section {shown below} allows commissioners to request a 
waiver of the attendance rule by the City Council due to special circumstances. 
 
Community Services and Environment Commissioner Mary Piasta Valluzzo has requested such a 
waiver.  She has missed three past meetings due to attendance at a class in Santa Rosa and will 
miss the July meeting due to an out-of-state vacation. 
 
Sonoma Municipal Code 2.40.010  Attendance. 
Attendance by members at the regular and special meetings of all boards, commissions, and 
advisory or assisting groups of the city appointed by the city council now in existence, or hereafter 
established, shall be subject to the following rule: 
 
If a member of any board or commission of the city fails to attend the regular or special meetings of 
such a board or commission for three consecutive meetings or one-third of any calendar year’s 
meetings, the office becomes vacant automatically, without any declaration to that effect, and shall 
thereafter be filled as any other vacancy. Upon request by a commissioner, the council may waive 
the attendance rules due to special circumstances.” 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve a waiver of the commission attendance rules for Mary Piasta Valluzzo. 

Alternative Actions 
Council Discretion. 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Email from Ms. Valluzzo 
Alignment with Council Goals:   

N/A 
cc:    Mary Valluzzo via email 

 





 
 

 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
 City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4H 
 
07/20/2015 

                                                                                            
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact 

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Chris Rateaver to the Community Services and 
Environment Commission for an additional four-year. 

Summary 
The Community Services and Environment Commission consists of 9 members and 1 alternate who 
serve at the pleasure of the City Council.  Appointments are made when a nomination by the Mayor 
is ratified by the City Council.  Chris Rateaver has served on the Commission since August 19, 2013 
and is eligible for reappointment to an additional four-year term ending August 19, 2019. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve and ratify the reappointment. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
n/a 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

 
Attachments: 

None 
CC:         CC:  Chris Rateaver via email 

 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4I 
 
07/20/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval and ratification of the appointment of Ken Brown to the Community Services and 
Environment Commission for a two-year term. 

Summary 
The Community Services and Environment Commission (CSEC) consists of nine members and one 
alternate who serve at the pleasure of the City Council.  Of the nine members, one is designated as 
a representative of the youth in the community.  The alternate and at least five of the members must 
be City residents.  Commissioners may serve for a total of eight years (Two-year term, Four-year 
term, Two-year term).  
 
Mayor Cook and Councilmember Gallian interviewed several applicants July 9, 2015 and Mayor 
Cook has nominated Ken Brown for appointment to the CSEC for a two-year term ending July 20, 
2017. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve and ratify the appointment. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
N/A. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

1. Ken Brown’s application 
 
cc:  Ken Brown, via email 
 

 
 







 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4J 
 
07/20/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval and ratification of the appointment of Christina Cook to the Community Services and 
Environment Commission for a two-year term. 

Summary 
The Community Services and Environment Commission (CSEC) consists of nine members and one 
alternate who serve at the pleasure of the City Council.  Of the nine members, one is designated as 
a representative of the youth in the community.  The alternate and at least five of the members must 
be City residents.  Commissioners may serve for a total of eight years (Two-year term, Four-year 
term, Two-year term).  
 
Mayor Cook and Councilmember Gallian interviewed several applicants July 9, 2015 and Mayor 
Cook has nominated Christina Cook for appointment to the CSEC for a two-year term ending July 
20, 2017. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve and ratify the appointment. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
N/A. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

1. Christina Cook’s application 
 
cc:  Christina Cook, via email 
 

 
 







 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4K 
 
07/20/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval and ratification of the appointment of Denise Wilbanks as the alternate commissioner for 
the Community Services and Environment Commission for a two-year term. 

Summary 
The Community Services and Environment Commission (CSEC) consists of nine members and one 
alternate who serve at the pleasure of the City Council.  Of the nine members, one is designated as 
a representative of the youth in the community.  Five of the members and the alternate must be City 
residents.  Commissioners may serve for a total of eight years (Two-year term, Four-year term, Two-
year term).  
 
Mayor Cook and Councilmember Gallian interviewed several applicants July 9, 2015 and Mayor 
Cook has nominated Denise Wilbanks for appointment as the alternated on the CSEC for a two-year 
term ending July 20, 2017. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve and ratify the appointment. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

1. Denise Wilbank’s application 
 
cc:  Denise Wilbanks, via email 
 

 
 







 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4L 
 
07/20/2015 

 
Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact  
Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 

Agenda Item Title 
Consideration and Possible Action to Accept the Final Report on the 2014-15 City Council Goals  

Summary 
On May 5, 2014 the Council held a goal-setting session which resulted in the adoption of Goals for 
2014-2015.  The seven GOALS include 31 key elements which define the work areas. These Goals 
were used as guiding principles for Department Managers in preparing the 2015 City Budget and are 
used by all staff as a road map of priorities for this fiscal year.  Throughout the year, staff prepared  
“Progress Reports” to provide Council and the public written validation that the direction provided by 
Council was being implemented. This Progress Report demonstrates that the City remains focused on 
accomplishing the Goals as set forth by the City Council.  This is the final report for the yearend June 
30, 2015.   

The FY 2014-15 seven major categories include: 
 Balancing City Character 
 Fiscal Management 
 Infrastructure 
 Policy & Leadership 
 Public Service 
 Recreation & Community Resources 
 Water 

KEY ELEMENTS COMPLETED ROLL-FORWARD 
TO FY 2015-16 

GOALS 

GOAL REMOVED 
BY COUNCIL 

31 26 4 1* 

*One Goal was removed for no further action. 
Recommended Council Action 

Receive status report on Council GOALS 
Alternative Actions 

N/A 
Financial Impact 

N/A 
Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

2014-15 Council Goals “Progress Report” 
cc: 

 



CITY OF SONOMA   -   COUNCIL GOALS   2014-2015 
PROGRESS REPORT - final 

 
 “TO PROVIDE SOUND MUNCIPAL LEADERSHIP IN A MANNER THAT ENSURES SONOMA REMAINS  

A SAFE, HEALTHY & VIBRANT COMMUNITY” 
 

BALANCING CITY CHARACTER 
COUNCIL GOAL:  To promote effective communication between City Council, residents, and businesses so that decisions reflect the 
community's desires and expectations; provide open dialog which is responsive to residents, and is characterized by ethical behavior, 
stability, public trust, transparency, confidence in the future, and cooperative interaction among civic leaders, residents, business 
representatives, and staff, while recognizing and respecting legitimate differences of opinion on critical issues facing the City; 
recognize the City’s economic attributes and build a cohesive relationship which allows the City to continue to thrive. 
Strategies for Balancing City Character June 2015 Final 

1. Increase community dialog through series of Town Hall forums.  
(Example: Schedule quarterly with established topics; create survey 
tool through website to poll topics) 

COMPLETED. City Council held workshops on specific issues 
including Water, housing element, circulation element, wine-
tasting.  Due to the additions of these meetings and change in 
majority of Councilmembers, the Town Hall forums were not 
specifically calendared.  City website redesign is in process with 
anticipated completion scheduled for August.  Use of website 
survey tool will be available for use on the new site.  This will be 
continued into FY 2015-16. 

2. Promote effective discussion on the City’s tourism-based economy.   
(i.e. How can we balance tourism with Sonoma “Hometown feel”?) 

COMPLETED. Continued meetings with Sonoma Valley Visitors 
Bureau; renewal of Sonoma Tourism Improvement District; 
revitalization of the Sonoma Chamber and Economic Vitality 
Steering Committee. 

3.  Set policy for community events not to impact our City in negative   
ways (Example:  Have City staff or event coordinator on-site during 
events to insure compliance) 
 
 
 

COMPLETED.  CSEC, City staff and City Council worked diligently to 
update the Special Events Policy (SEP) to include provisions to 
streamline the application process and event management 
including opportunity for event coordinator to administratively 
approve events that display compliance with SEP provisions in the 
prior year.  Council adopted updated SEP in January 2015. 



4. Implement and practice Smart Growth Strategies.  (Example:  Review 
design standards that encourages social, civic and physical activity) 

COMPLETED. The overall framework for the City’s smart growth 
strategies is the General Plan. The Housing Element update was 
completed and the Circulation Element update is approximately 
50% complete (completion in FY 15-16). This work includes 
reviewing and updating policies and implementation measures 
related to smart growth within the areas encompassed by those 
Elements.  Additional Smart Growth Strategies are included in 
Council Goals for FY 2015-16. 
 
 

 

FISCAL MANAGEMENT 
COUNCIL GOAL:  Maintain fiscal responsibility that ensures short and long-term prosperity through effective fiscal planning and 
efficient management of the taxpayers' assets; apply sound budget strategy to assure financial sustainability in the General and 
Enterprise Funds through the continued application of sound financial policies; maintain stable reserve levels. 
 
Strategies for Balancing City Character June 2015 Final 

1. Maintain a Balanced City Budget & Capital Improvement Plan; no 
reduction in services 

COMPLETED.  City Operating & Capital Budget adopted on June 30, 
2014; Capital Improvement Plan adopted including an estimated 
$4.5 million in Capital and Infrastructure projects in 2015.  Budget 
remained balanced throughout the year with no anticipated 
shortfalls at yearend. 

2. Develop a strategy to  address long-term pension liabilities; 
establishment of a Pension Stabilization/Reserve Fund 

COMPLETED.  City maintains CalPERS lowest employee pension 
level; Employees pay full employees share of pension costs; City 
negotiated future percentage payment by employees towards 
Employer share during Union Labor Negotiations.   
ROLL-FORWARD 2015-16.  Discussion of possible Pension 
Stabilization Reserve Fund following completion of City audit.  City 
has no outstanding OPEB liability other than retirement costs. 

3. Identify long-term strategy to address or restructure the Cemetery 
Fund deficit 

ROLL-FORWARD 2015-16.  In FY 13-14 Operating Budget the City 
began funding any cost over-runs through GF transfer to assure no 
further deficit increase. Recommend Council consideration of 
establishing payoff of deficit over 5-year period through an 



internal funding agreement following completion of City audit.  

4. Continue to seek opportunities for new revenue sources or grant 
revenue to augment existing revenues 

COMPLETED. (Public Works)   Increased Highway Bridge Program 
Grant funding for Chase St. Bridge from $1,464,065 to $2,045,348, 
an additional grant funded amount of $581,283.  Approved for a 
$900K Clean Water EPA Grant with SEC and County, which will 
save the City approximately $150K in Stormwater Program Costs 
over the next 4 years.  Approved for a $15K PTAP grant from MTC 
to help fund the next Pavement Management System update. 
(EMS) Completed GEMT certification of costs for EMS which 
recovered approximated $45,000 in prior year ambulance 
revenues; pursuing EMT/IGT agreement for cost recovery of 
unreimbursed medical for indigent care transports. 

5. Initiate long-term plan to address the potential phase-out of Measure 
J Sales Tax; review options for future ballot measure 

ROLL-FORWARD 2015-16:  Funding derived from Measure J sales 
tax has allowed for significant Streets Capital Improvements and 
one-time purchases est. $1.2M annually; Measure J will sunset in 
June 2017 and during Council Goals work session for FY 2015-15 
staff received direction to begin preparation for a ballot measure 
which would occur during the municipal election in November 
2016.  This is a roll-forward Council Goal for FY 2015-16.  

 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
COUNCIL GOAL:  To provide reliable, safe and effective infrastructure (streets & roads, sidewalks, transportation, parking and 
pedestrian safety) throughout the City; work with Sonoma County and Caltrans to increase maintenance on connector streets and/or 
State Hwy 12 through downtown Sonoma. 
 
Strategies for Balancing City Character June 2015 Final 

1. Maintain Streets Capital repair program including sidewalk repairs; 
focus on sustaining PCI rating of 70% or above.  Work with property 
owners regarding shared responsibilities. 

COMPLETED. $162K Slurry Seal Project of 33 street segments in 
August 2014.  Completed the $384K Street/Utility Rehab Project of 
Church and Curtin Streets in July 2014.  Completed the $695K 
Street Utility Project on Studley, 6th West, Oregon, 7th West, 
Patten, and Mallet Streets in January 2015.  Completed Phase 2 of 
the Sidewalk Trip Hazard Repair Program, repairing 904 trip 
hazards at City cost, and reducing City liability risk.  Bid a $700K 



project to Rehab East Napa Road in February 2015 9Awarded in 
July 2015). 

2. Encourage County and State agencies to enhance streets that interact 
with City streets 

COMPLETED.  Meeting monthly with County Public Works 
management staff to discuss road/street issues.  County Public 
Works completed $392K East Napa Road overlay project in 
November 2014.  County attempted a sales tax election (Measure 
A) which would potentially added an additional $300K for City 
street projects but was unsuccessful at the ballot box. 

3. Pedestrian traffic-review signalization and pedestrian signage COMPLETED.  As part of the Circulation Element, concept designs 
to resolve pedestrian traffic issues on West Napa St./First St. West 
and at Fifth St. West/Studley St. are being developed.  Where 
warranted, City crosswalk markings are being converted to 
“Continental” style for better visibility.  City standards have been 
updated and will be presented to Council for adoption in the Fall 
2015.  This was also included in Council Goals 2015-16. 

4. Increase promotion of bicycle riding and walking COMPLETED.  Encourage at all public events to promote bicycle or 
walking.  Discounts are provided at special events such as 
Stompers Baseball and Fall Music Festival. 

5. Transportation:  Review options for increasing public transit within 
Sonoma, taxi cabs, shuttles 

ROLL-FORWARD.  No options were pursued in FY 2014-15 due to 
funding constraints.  This goal was brought forward in Council 
Goals 2015-16 to review options for possible Public-Private 
partnership. 

6. Parking:  Continue outreach to business owners to avoid employee 
parking around the Plaza; review options for creating publicly-owned 
parking lots 

COMPLETED.  Discussions regarding parking with Chamber ED.  
April Chamber “Table Talk” focused on Parking in the downtown ; 
Staff has outreached to State Parks regarding potential leasing of 
Casa Grande Parking Lot.  Discussion pending as of June 30th.  State 
has not responded to various requests for a meeting. 

7. Pursue available grant opportunities and cost-saving or green 
efficiencies.  Pursue LED street lighting replacement program for 
energy efficiency (zero% financing availability to reduce costs). 

COMPLETED.  Developed LED Street Light replacement program for 
Council approval in April 2015.  Estimated $1.2 million program will 
include PG&E rebates, and with a 6-year payback, should result in 
$190K annual energy savings thereafter.   

8. Initiate Street signage replacement program to meet retro reflectivity 
standards for headlight visibility.  Consider unique Sonoma “historic 
design” street signage. 

COMPLETED.  Preparing design options for unique Sonoma street 
name signs, to enhance the historic character of the City, while 
upgrading signage to meet retro-reflectivity standards.  Design 



approved by Council on March 16th.  Received DRHPC approval in 
May.  First phase of signage ordered June 2015. 

 

POLICY & LEADERSHIP 
COUNCIL GOAL:  Provide continuing leadership as elected officials and residents of the community; review Mission and Vision 
Statement to assure that it reflects the current economic, environmental and social climate and creates a visual image for the 
community; take steps to assure a safe and vibrant community; respond to County, State and Federal legislative issues with a focus 
on retaining local control. 
 
Strategies for Balancing City Character June 2015 Final 

1. Review Mission and Vision Statement for the City of Sonoma.   REMOVED.  This is a roll-forward goal from FY 2013-14.  Council 
chose not to pursue a change to the Mission and Vision Statement 
at this time. 

2. Provide commissions more training to assure there is a real 
understanding of expectations.  Provide increased training budget to 
cover costs 

COMPLETED.  Planning Budget was increased $3,000 to provide for 
increased Commission and staff training. 

3. Develop and implement standards for the Design Review & Historical 
Preservation Commission to use in its decision-making. 

COMPLETED.  In the FYI 2014/15 Budget, the City Council allocated 
funds for the preparation of downtown design guidelines. Staff is 
developed a request for proposals for this work which was 
presented to the City Council in April; RFP distributed in June with 
3 responses received in July.  Project will continue into FY 2015-16. 

4. Review options for increasing availability of affordable rental housing 
to low income residents working in the city (Example: Support 
California Homes and Jobs Act - SB 391) 

ROLL-FORWARD.  Discussion of establishing an Affordable Housing 
in-lieu fee; meeting with Sonoma County Housing Authority to 
support development of Broadway property; they anticipate a 
design RFP in FY 15-16.  Met with Community Development 
Commission Representatives regarding Housing and Consolidated 
5-year plan for homeless and transitional housing. 

5. Continue implementation of Climate 2020 Plan principles COMPLETED.  Support of extension of Sonoma Garbage Company 
Contract for construction of local composting site; reduction of 
transportation of greenwaste thereby reducing carbon emissions.  
Support of PACE/HERO program financing initiatives.  
Implementing green building and energy best practices. 

 



PUBLIC SERVICE 
COUNCIL GOAL:  Expand efficiencies with a focus on providing excellent customer service; openly share information about City 
actions, events and decisions; increase the awareness of City programs and promote community participation; improve public access 
to City information. 
 
Strategies for Balancing City Character June 2015 Final 

1. Continued outreach to the public to assure that City procedures and 
processes are transparent and understandable 

COMPLETED.  The Building Department updated forms, 
informational handouts and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 
and posted on the City and Chamber web site  for use by the 
general public to help make the building permit process easier to 
understand.  In November, 2014, the City made significant changes 
to Water bills to provide additional information to customers.   

2. Continue efforts to streamline internal processes to allow for greater 
ease of public use of Sonoma’s Building and Planning process 

COMPLETED.  Minor plan reviews for building permit applications 
have been given a higher plan review priority, which results in 
more permit applications being approved in a shorter period of 
time. This has reduced the number of complaints regarding the 
length of time it takes to review and process permits. In addition, 
the Building Department has expanded its Fast Start plan checking 
process to now include residential alteration projects which allows 
certain residential projects to go ahead of other projects in the 
plan check cue.   

3. Revise/adopt changes to the Appeal process; evaluate transparent and 
expedient processing, needs, staff hours and involvement 

COMPLETED.   These topics are discussed in the meetings of the 
Streamlining Committee (the City Manager, the Economic Vitality 
Coordinator, the Building Official, the Planning Director and the 
Public Works Director.) Specific recommendations are then 
forward to the City Council for consideration and possible 
adoption. Example, changes to the Growth Management 
Ordinance adopted by the City Council in September came out of 
discussions of the Permit Streamlining Committee.  Fee Schedule 
update (February 18th) included full cost recovery due to staff time 
necessary to respond to appeal requests. 

 



RECREATION & COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
COUNCIL GOAL:  Promote coordination of efforts of local and regional non-profits, community youth groups, School District and 
Sonoma Valley organizations; work with County to address lack of County resources available and potential long-range opportunities 
to share resources with the City 
 
Strategies for Balancing City Character June 2015 Final 

1. Encourage the creation of a Community-wide website for all youth 
activities, adult activities and major local events 

COMPLETED:  Mayor Cook and City Manager met with several 
County agencies to discuss the potential to create a central site for 
City/County activities; no County agency was available to engage in 
the process.  Potential to create satellite calendar on Chamber of 
Commerce website to be explored in FY 2015-16. 

2. Review Recreation Funding Policy COMPLETED.  This is a rollover goal from FY 13-14; previous 
discussion included potential modifications to the Tier 1 structure 
to assure that the funding policy was meeting the needs of the 
community.  This Goal was reviewed/discussed during 2015-16 
Council Goals work session with direction to create a Community 
Fund in lieu of the Recreation Funding Policy.  Fy 2015-16 would be 
the phase out year for the Tier 1 funding structure. 

3. Outreach to County of Sonoma to open discussions for a long-term 
solution to provide a structured recreation program Valley-wide 
(Examples:  Seek grants or other monies available; review programs in 
place in other cities/counties; research options for Park/Recreation 
District) 

COMPLETED.  Mayor Cook & City Manager Giovanatto outreached 
to County Recreation to solicit interest in working with the City.  
No programs are active through County Departments.  Potential 
for additional discussions once Maxwell Park Masterplan is 
completed but will be explored in a future fiscal year. 

 

WATER 
COUNCIL GOAL:  Develop long-term strategies to address current and future infrastructure needs, promote water conservation while 
maintaining a stabilized rate structure; strengthen Capital infrastructure needs with a focus on enhancing the City’s local water 
supply; promote and support the value of water conservation to protect local resources. 
Strategies for Balancing City Character June 2015 Final 

1. Enhance Sonoma’s water reduction goals by providing the public the 
tools they need to increase conservation (Examples:  Town Hall 
meetings, press releases, collaboration with VOM Water District with 

COMPLETED.  Directly participated in local water workshops to 
promote water conservation.  Together with the Sonoma-Marin 
Saving Water Partnership, provided widespread marketing of “The 



water wise solutions; review per capita water consumption; modified 
to reflect industry consumption; increase promotion of existing 
conservation programs; engage hotels and commercial businesses in 
water conservation strategy) 

Drought is On, Turn the Water Off” media campaign.  City 
promoted water conservation rebates on Before-the-Movie 
marketing at Sonoma Cinema 9.  Staff publicly releases monthly 
per capita water consumption data to the State Water Resources 
Control Board.  This is an on-going conservation strategy/goal.  
Sonoma has been successful in May & June in reducing 
consumption over 30% compared to 2013. 

2. Review options to increase capacity through new sources/more 
storage (current capacity 15.5 million gallons) 

COMPLETED.  Bidding project in February 2015 to convert the Field 
of Dreams irrigation well into a Municipal Well 8.  Continuing to 
work with SCWA on the Groundwater Banking Pilot project on 
City’s Well 6.  Working with SCWA on the project to bring Recycled 
Water to the School District properties and to the City’s Engler 
Park, which will reduce potable water demand by nearly 55 acre-
feet annually. 

3. Pre-planning for Disaster Preparedness  COMPLETED.  City Water staff participated in the Earthquake 
Preparedness Exercise in October 2014.  Public Works gained 
lessons learned from Napa Water managers following the Napa 
Earthquake event. 

 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4M 
 
07/20/15 

 
Department 

Planning 
Staff Contact  

Associate Planner/Special Event Coordinator Atkins 

Agenda Item Title 
Approval of an amendment to the Special Events Policy Requiring Responsible Beverage Training 

Summary 
Background 
The City’s Special Events Policy, last updated in April 2015, provides rules and processes utilized by 
staff and the Community Services and Environment Commission (CSEC) in relation to Special Events.  
Since the last update the CSEC requested revisions to the Special Events Policy to require that at least 
one event staff person successfully complete the Sonoma County Department of Health Services 
Responsible Beverage Service Training for Special Event Server course for any event that requires the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control to issue an ABC license and anticipates at least 200 
attendees. In addition, the event narrative shall also reflect how other event staff members will be 
trained. 
 
Insert into section F. RESTRICTIONS, REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES: 

Limitations on the number and frequency of events and on event activities 
14. Sales and Serving of Alcoholic Beverages 
      Any event that requires the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control to issue an ABC license 

and anticipates at least 200 attendees shall be required to have at least one staff member 
properly trained to serve alcohol in a safe and responsible manner. For the purposes of this 
requirement, the staff member must successfully complete the Sonoma County Department of 
Health Services' Responsible Beverage Service Training for Special Event Server or any other 
training class approved by the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. The 
applicant shall provide a current certificate of completion by the person responsible for taking 
the Responsible Beverage Service Training for Special Event Server course along with the 
alcohol permit application. In addition, the event organizer shall indicate in the event narrative 
how other event staff members will be trained. 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt the resolution adopting the updated Special Events Policy. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments:  

Resolution; Special Events Policy 
Alignment with Council Goals:  Balancing City character by setting policy for community events to 
not impact our City in negative ways. 
cc:  CSEC Members 
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CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. xx  - 2015 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA 
ADOPTING A SPECIAL EVENTS POLICY 

 
 
 IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Sonoma as follows: 
 
 
1. The revised Special Events Policy that is attached hereto and by this reference made a 
part hereof is hereby adopted. 
 
2. Resolution No. 12-2015 is hereby rescinded in its entirety. 
 
 The foregoing Resolution was duly adopted this day 20th day of July 2015, by the 
following vote: 
 

Ayes:    
Noes:   
Absent:  
 

 
 ______________________________  

       David Cook, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

______________________________             
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
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CITY OF SONOMA 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS POLICY 
 

 
A. RIGHTS OF APPEAL 
 
Any decision of the CSEC or the Special Event Coordinator regarding a Special Event 
application may be appealed to the City Council.  Appeals must be filed with the City Clerk 
within fifteen (15) calendar days following the CSEC or Special Event Coordinator decision, 
unless the fifteenth day falls on a weekend or a holiday, in which case the appeal period ends at 
the close of the next working day at City Hall. Appeals must be made in writing and must clearly 
state the reason for the appeal. Appeals will be set for hearing before the City Council on the 
earliest available agenda. A fee is charged for appeals.  
 
B. PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this policy is to set rules and processes that will guide the Community Services 
and Environment Commission (CSEC) and City staff in seeking an appropriate balance between 
the benefits of organized events and their associated impacts on the community.  
 
C. COMMUNITY BENEFITS OF SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Special Events can create a sense of community for the City of Sonoma and Sonoma Valley by, 
among other things: 
  

 Providing a gathering place for residents 
 Establishing and maintaining local traditions 
 Providing exposure and celebration of diverse cultures 
 Showcasing the talents of local artists 
 Enhancing the local economy by promoting Sonoma as a destination for tourists and 

shoppers 
 Generating income for local community-serving non-profit organizations 
 Generating funds to support public programs and projects 
 Generating income for non-local causes 
 Educating the public and increasing public awareness about issues of local concern 

 
D. COMMUNITY COSTS OF SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Special Events can generate impacts to area residents and businesses and to the City of 
Sonoma by, among other things: 
 

 Adding to traffic congestion and exacerbating parking problems 
 Impinging on the use of public spaces for non-structured, passive enjoyment by area 

residents 
 Having a negative impact on the health and appearance of public landscaping and on 

the condition of public buildings 
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 Adding direct expenses to the City budget for maintenance of public facilities 
 Adding indirect expenses to City operations by diverting staff resources away from other 

high priority work programs and projects 
 
E. SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION AND PERMIT PROCESS 
 
Every special event held on property or in a facility owned, leased, or otherwise controlled by 
the City of Sonoma requires a Special Event Permit. 
 
This provision is not intended to regulate recurring program activities on public property, 
conducted by the City or by a lessee of City property, where the activity is specifically authorized 
by use permit and/or by the terms of the property lease. 
 
1. Application Content and Deadlines 
 

a. A complete application must be submitted prior to a proposed event being considered for 
approval.  An incomplete application will not be processed or scheduled for review until 
all information is submitted in accordance with this policy. 

 
1) For small scale events, complete applications must be submitted at least 21 days 

prior to the event. 
 

2) For all other events, complete applications must be submitted at least 120 days prior 
to the event. An exception to the 120 day submittal deadline may be granted 
provided 2/3 of the CSEC vote in the affirmative to grant the exception. 

 
Note: a special event shall not be advertised until the application has been approved 
by the Special Event Coordinator, CSEC, or City Council. 
 

b. A complete application must include the following: 
 

1) Special Event Application Form with required attachments. 
 

2) Payment of all required application fees, rental fees, costs and damage deposits. 
 

3) If the event includes an admission charge, sale of event promotional items such as, 
but not limited to clothing and souvenirs, charges to exhibitors or vendors for booth 
or display space, sponsorship involving cash donations to the sponsoring 
organization, on-site solicitation of donations or any other cash income, an event 
budget shall be submitted showing estimated income by source, estimated direct 
event production expenditures (including, but not limited to, the costs of goods to be 
sold) and a letter identifying the planned beneficiary(ies) of any excess of income 
over expenditures.  

 
4) Site plan: 

 
 Indicate the number and location of all proposed food vendors (including food 

trucks) barbeques, and generators (if proposed). The number of food venders 
allowed shall be at the discretion of the CSEC or the Special Event Coordinator. 
Indicate type, layout, and method of support for all proposed fencing (Note: 
staking or fencing to delineate activity areas is discouraged). 
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 Indicate type and layout of all proposed furniture (i.e. tables and chairs). 
 

c. Costs associated with efforts required of City forces to provide traffic control, parking 
restrictions, special barricading, emergency medical services, on-site monitoring of 
events or other special event needs shall be the responsibility of the applicant and shall 
include all costs incurred by the City, including actual time, material and equipment 
costs. A cost estimate will be provided subsequent to staff review of the application.  A 
deposit for estimated costs shall be provided prior to the application being considered by 
the CSEC.  Payments and deposits for police services must be arranged through the 
Police Department with the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department. 

 
d. Special Events proposing encroachments on the state highway or the closure of City 

streets must obtain the appropriate permits as set forth in Chapter 12.20 of the Sonoma 
Municipal Code. 

 
e. New events that are unique in nature will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis and may 

be subject to City Council approval. All costs associated with efforts required of City 
forces to review the Special Event Permit application and provide comments related to 
event needs and City impact shall be the responsibility of the applicant. A cost estimate 
will be provided with initial application review; a deposit for estimated costs shall be 
provided at the time the application is submitted and is required to complete the 
application process. 

 
f. Special events sponsored by, and, held on the property owned by other governmental 

agencies including, but not limited to the Sonoma Valley Unified School District, Sonoma 
County, and the State of California Department of Parks and Recreation, are not 
required to obtain Special Events Permits from the City.  Such agencies are encouraged 
to consult with the Special Events Coordinator during the planning stages of such events 
to address community impacts such as traffic, parking, noise, security, etc. 

 
2. Staff Review 
 

a. Small-scale events may be reviewed and approved by the Special Event Coordinator, 
with or without interdepartmental review by the Special Event Committee (SEC). 

 
b. Large-scale events, or events which in the judgment of the Special Event Coordinator 

raise unusual issues, will be subject to an interdepartmental review (prior to a decision 
by the Special Event Coordinator or by the CSEC).  Interdepartmental review will be 
scheduled on an as-needed basis by the Special Event Coordinator.  Interdepartmental 
review may result in recommended conditions of approval to be considered by the 
Special Event Coordinator or by the CSEC.  

 
c. The CSEC may allow the review of large-scale reoccurring events by the Special Event 

Coordinator, with or without interdepartmental review by the SEC, provided zero 
violations of the Special Event Policy were indicated during the previous Post-Event 
Review. 
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3. CSEC Review  
 
Applications for events requiring CSEC approval will be placed on the next available CSEC 
agenda after staff review is completed.  Applications will not be scheduled for CSEC review and 
approval until all required information has been provided and all staff reviews have been 
completed. CSEC meetings are scheduled in conformance with Brown Act noticing 
requirements.  
 
4. Findings 
 
In making determinations about approval or conditions of a special event permit, the CSEC or 
the Special Event Coordinator shall consider and make findings regarding the following factors: 
 

a. Does the application conform to all general and site-specific restrictions, requirements 
and guidelines as set forth in this Policy and in the Appendices hereto? 

 
b. In the case of a recurring event, to what level did prior events adhere to all general and 

site-specific restrictions, requirements and guidelines and to specific conditions of 
approval, as indicated in post-event reports prepared by staff and in the post-event 
reviews conducted by the CSEC? 

 
c. What are the nature and magnitude of the community benefits that are anticipated for 

this event, and, for recurring events, what was the magnitude of community benefits, 
including the value of donations to non-profit beneficiaries, realized by prior events? 

 
d. What are the nature and magnitude of the community costs and impacts that are 

anticipated for this event and, for recurring events, what was the magnitude of 
community costs and impacts that were experienced in prior events? 

 
5. Post-Event Review 
 
Sponsoring organizations of large-scale events must attend a post event review at the next 
meeting of the CSEC that is held not more than ninety days after the event. The requirement for 
CSEC post-event review may be waived by the CSEC (if waved by the CSEC the review is 
required by the Special Events Coordinator). The event representative shall provide the event's 
complete and full financial statements (actual gross income and expenditures) to the Special 
Event Coordinator within seventy days after the event.  The financial statement shall be 
prepared in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles, including a simple 
budget to actual analysis and detail of any overhead expense line that exceeds 10% of gross 
receipts. City staff shall provide completed post event evaluation for review and discussion at 
the post event review). Payment of all post event invoices, charges, fees or penalties must be 
received within thirty days of the post event review Proof of receipt of funds from the 
beneficiary(ies) of the event is required to be submitted. 
 
Conditions of approval of subsequent years’ events may be affected by the 
organization’s failure to attend the mandatory post event review and/or to provide 
required information, which failure may also constitute grounds for denial of future 
years’ event permits.  
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6. Modification of Approved Permit 
 
Once an application is approved, no event shall be modified without prior approval of the CSEC 
or of the Special Event Coordinator, whichever approved the event.  The Special Event 
Coordinator is authorized to approve minor modifications to events.  Modifications that require 
CSEC approval include, but are not limited to, changes in the dates, duration, and location of 
the event. 
 
7. Prohibitions 
 

a) Inflatable Jumpers are not allowed in City Parks. 
 

b) Stakes are not allowed to be inserted into the lawn area unless approved by the CSEC 
or Special Event Coordinator. 

 
F. RESTRICTIONS, REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES 
 
1. Public Access to City Facilities During Events 
 

Special Events shall not exclude the public from the general use of any park or public 
property or charge an entry fee to any City Park or public property during the course of 
the event. Fees may be charged for event participation. 

 
2. Date and Location Preference  
 

a. Date and location preference for City facility use is given to longstanding recurring 
events and to locally based City or Sonoma Valley organizations benefiting the 
community on a non-profit basis. 

 
b. In order to qualify for a preference in conducting a regularly scheduled event, sponsors 

of recurring events shall submit a letter to the Special Events Coordinator by January 1 
of the year in which the event is to take place indicating the date or dates and the 
location on which the event is expected to take place, being sure to include set-up and 
take-down dates This letter will be used for scheduling purposes only and will not 
constitute an application as required above.   

 
c. A “master calendar” shall be prepared by City staff to assist with schedule coordination. 

 
d. Upon receiving their approvals, all other events shall be placed on the master calendar 

on a first-come, first-served basis subject to location availability and adherence to 
policies limiting the number and frequency and the location of events.  
Applicants are encouraged to submit an alternate venue location as a backup, along with 
the application for the desired venue. 

 
e. Except for small scale events as defined herein, in no case shall two or more special 

events be scheduled on the same weekend at any given venue. 
 
f. Series of Events – A Multiple Day Event permit may be issued at the discretion of the 

CSEC or the Special Event Coordinator for events meeting the following criteria:  1) 
Each event is one in a series of events; 2) The application for the permit is for all of the 
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events (dates); 3) The nature, purpose, location and target audience of each of the 
events (dates) are the same; and 4) The event is not for profit. 
 

A Series of Events will be subject to one event application fee.  Depending on the intensity of 
the proposed use CSEC or the Special Event Coordinator will determine whether the application 
fee is that of a small scale event or a large scale event.  All other fees will be applicable for each 
day of use.  (For instance a music series of five separate events will be required to pay one 
application fee and five daily use fees (rent, maintenance, security deposit, etc.). 
 
3. Minimum Contributions (not applicable to locally based tax-exempt non-profit 

organization) 
 

 Events that are sponsored by a for-profit organization (as defined in this policy) shall 
donate a minimum of 10% of gross revenue or 40% of the net profits (whichever is 
greater) to one or more locally based non-profit organizations. The amount of 
donation to each specified non-profit beneficiary shall be submitted at the post event 
review meeting. 

 
Conditions of approval of subsequent years’ events may be affected by the 
organization’s failure to provide the required information regarding the required donation 
to non-profit beneficiaries, which failure may also constitute grounds for denial of future 
years’ event permits.  A copy of non-profit IRS form 990 or equivalent shall be required 
with subsequent year’s Special Event Application submittal. 

 
4.  Limitations on the Sale of Wholesale Purchased Arts and Crafts 
 

Arts and crafts sold at special events shall not be purchased wholesale and then sold 
retail at the event. 
 

5.  Proof of Insurance 
 
a. Proof of insurance shall be provided at least one week prior to the 
commencement of any event. 
 
b. No event shall commence set up or delivery of event supplies, materials, or 
equipment without required insurance documents submitted and verified by the Special 
Events Coordinator to meet all City requirements. 

 
 

6. Plaza Park Events 
 
For restrictions, requirements and guidelines applicable to events at Plaza Park, see Appendix 
A. 
 
7. Depot Park Events 
 
For restrictions, requirements and guidelines applicable to events at Depot Park, see Appendix 
B. 
8. Events at All Other Venues 
 



 

 - 7 -

For restrictions, requirements and guidelines applicable to events at any venue other than Plaza 
Park and Depot Park, see Appendix C. 
 
9. Unique Events and/or Locations 
 
As determined by the City Manager, event locations or new events that are unique in nature 
may be referred to the City Council for review and approval. 
 
10. Safety and Security  
 

a. Crowd managers shall be provided by the event organizer for events where more than 
1,000 persons congregate. The minimum number of crowd managers shall be 
established at a ratio of one crowd manager to every 250 persons, unless a lesser 
amount is established by the Fire Code Official. The event organizer shall contact the 
police department concerning security related issues and this information shall be 
provided in the required Public Safety Plan. The City may require professional security 
or contracted police department services for events where alcoholic beverages will be 
sold or consumed (with an estimated attendance in excess of 750 persons), or for any 
event for which the Special Events Coordinator or Police Chief determines identified 
public safety concerns warrant security. 
 

b. The City reserves the right of full access to all activities at any time to insure all rules and 
laws are being observed. The City reserves the right to suspend any individual or group 
from using City facilities and property if their behavior is determined to be abusive, 
destructive or in violation of any City rule without refund. The City reserves the right to 
cancel any scheduled event.  
 

c. All special events closing streets, or estimating 250 or more people must submit a Public 
Safety Plan with their application. Safety Plan must contain who is monitoring the event 
for safety and what is the action plan in the event of a minor or major injury or incident.  
 

d. The Fire Department requires that all decorations be fire-retardant per Chapter 8 of the 
California Fire Code and no open flame or pyrotechnics are allowed without written 
approval from the Sonoma Valley Fire and Rescue Department (707) 996-2102.  

 
e. Temporary tents and membrane structures having an area in excess of 400 square feet 

and individual tens (open on all sides) having a maximum size of 700 square feet shall 
not be erected, operated, or maintained for any purpose without first obtaining a permit, 
inspection, and approval from the fire code official. 
 

11 Restrooms 
 
 Events with attendance of 100 persons must provide portable restrooms as defined in 

the attached Restroom/Sink Estimator for Special Events unless a lesser amount is 
established by the Parks Supervisor, 10% of which must meet ADA specifications. At 
least one hand washing station shall also be provided. 

 
12. Solid Waste and Recycling 
 

All event applicants are required to submit a recycling and solid waste plan. Helpful hints 
for event planners will be provided as part of the special event application packet. 
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13. Sales and Distribution of Food, Beverages, or Merchandise  
 

1. Any person or organization, including a non-profit organization, who is selling food or 
merchandise at a special event, must obtain a City of Sonoma business license, as 
provided in Title 5 of the Sonoma Municipal Code. Please call the City of Sonoma 
Finance Department at (707) 938-3681 for more information.  
 
1. Sponsoring organizations are required to cooperate with the City in assuring 

compliance with the City’s business license requirements, for example, by providing 
lists of vendors and exhibitors upon request by the City. 

2. Sponsoring organizations shall cooperate with the City in programs to assure that all 
taxable retail sales occurring at events are reported as taking place within the City. 

2. Events that are sponsored by a for-profit organization must comply with the City of 
Sonoma policy regulating Food and Beverage Ticket Sales. 
 

3. Each participating food vendor shall obtain a City of Sonoma Business License. Each 
vendor shall post their business license in a readily visible location at or upon the 
vending station. 
 

4. Each participating food vendor shall obtain a Sonoma County Health Department Permit 
to Operate. Each vendor shall post an SB180-“public right to know” sign in a readily 
visible location at or upon the vending station. 
 

5. Food vendors shall comply with the County of Sonoma, Department of Health Services, 
Environmental Health & Safety Section temporary food facilities requirements and 
procedures. 
 

14. Sales and Serving of Alcoholic Beverages 
Any event that requires the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control to issue an ABC 
license and anticipates at least 200 attendees shall be required to have at least one staff 
member properly trained to serve alcohol in a safe and responsible manner.  For the 
purposes of this requirement, the staff member must successfully complete the Sonoma 
County Dept of Health Services' Responsible Beverage Service Training for special 
events or any other training class approved by the California Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control. The applicant shall provide a current certificate of completion by the 
person responsible for taking the Responsible Training Service Training course along 
with the alcohol permit application. 
In addition, the event organizer shall indicate in the event narrative how other event staff 
members will be trained. 

 
G. FEES AND COSTS 
 

1. The City Council shall from time to time by resolution as it deems necessary and 
appropriate provide for and set all rates, charges and fees for special event permit 
applications, use of, or impact to, City facilities and other costs related to special events. 
 

2. The annual Fourth of July Parade and Plaza Event and the annual City party are 
sponsored by the City and the organizer of these events shall not be charged 
application, rental fee maintenance fees, or a damage deposit; however, said events 
shall be subject to the standard application, review, and approval process. 
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3. The Community Services and Environment Commission shall annually establish an 

appropriate rental fee for the Farmers’ Market, as part of its annual review of the 
Farmers’ Market Plaza Use Application. 

 
4. The following events shall be exempt from paying the application fee, rental fee, and 

maintenance fee provided the Small-scale event may be reviewed by the Special Event 
Coordinator: 

 
a. Easter Egg Hunt 
b. Santa on the Plaza 

 
 
H. DEFINITIONS 
 
For the purpose of this Policy, the following definitions shall apply: 
 
Application Processing Fee – Charges for staff time and expenses for processing special event 
permit applications. Application fees are established by the City Council by resolution. 
 
City Property – Any City street, sidewalk, parking lot, park, plaza, or any other property owned 
or controlled by the City. 
 
Crowd Manager – One or more people who are assigned the responsibility of maintaining safety 
of attendees during an event, duties include but are not limited to the following:  
 

 Provide a safe environment. 
 Be aware of and maintain event safety requirements required by the Special Events 

Coordinator. 
 Conduct pre-event inspections to verify that the event safety requirements are in place. 
 Use a portable fire extinguisher. 
 Guide the crowd in an emergency. 
 Identify problem attendees and what to do once they are identified. 
 Coordinate with emergency responders. 

 
Event – Includes special event. 
 
Event Organizer – Any person or organization that conducts, manages, promotes, organizes, 
aids or solicits attendance at a commercial or non-commercial special event. 
 
For-profit Organization -- A business or other organization whose goal is to return a profit to the 
owners. 
 
Goods – Includes goods, wares, personal property, merchandise or any other similar item which 
is generally sold. 
 
Gross Revenue – The sum of all cash received by an event organizer for a special event, 
including, but not limited to, admission charges, sale of event promotional items, charges to 
exhibitors or vendors for booth or display space, licensing, sponsorships, television, advertising, 
sale of goods, donations at the event and similar revenues and concessions. 
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Large-scale Events -- An event that, in the judgment of the Special Event Coordinator, meets 
one or more of the following three requirements: 1) requires more than two hours of total staff 
time for pre-event preparation and/or post-event rehabilitation of the event venue; 2) makes use 
of more than one sector of the Plaza only; and, 3) exceeds eight hours in duration (including 
time required for set-up and take down). 
 
Locally Based Tax-exempt Non-profit Organization—An organization that qualifies as a tax-
exempt non-profit organization and provides community benefit within Sonoma City, Sonoma 
Valley, or Sonoma County.  Proof of tax exempt status must be submitted with application. 
 
Longstanding Recurring Event – An event that has utilized the same City venue for 20 
consecutive years.  
 
Net Profit – The sum of all cash remaining after assets have been sold and related expenses 
have been paid. 
 
Public Facility – Any property located within the Sonoma City limits and owned by the City of 
Sonoma or by any other governmental agency, such as the Sonoma Valley Unified School 
District, California State Parks or Sonoma County. 
 
Public Safety Plan – A plan that address such items as emergency vehicle ingress and egress, 
fire protection, emergency egress or escape routes, emergency medical services, public 
assembly areas and the directing of both attendees and vehicles (including the parking of 
vehicles), vendor and food concession distribution, and the need for the presence of law 
enforcement, and fire and emergency medical services personnel at the event. 
 
Rental Fee - A fixed amount for the rental of all or a portion of a venue, based on the length of 
the event; where applicable a maintenance fee for facility rehabilitation/maintenance is included 
with the rental fee.  Rental fees are established by the City Council by resolution.  
 
Series of Events – A non-consecutive multiple day event such as concert series or farmer/art 
markets that have identical event set‐up and dismantle times, site plans, and service providers. 
 
Sidewalk – That portion of a highway or street, other than the roadway, set apart by curbs, 
barriers, markings or other delineation for pedestrian travel. 
 
Small Scale Event – An event that, in the judgment of the Special Event Coordinator, meets all 
three following requirements: 1) requires less than two hours of total staff time for pre-event 
preparation and/or post-event rehabilitation of the event venue; 2)  makes use of no more than 
one sector of the Plaza only; and, 3) does not exceed eight hours in duration (including time 
required for set-up and take down). 
 
Solid Waste Recycling Plan – A written plan that achieves the following: 1) minimizes the 
production of solid waste; 2) provides for convenient recycling containers for event attendees 
and for event participants/vendors/etc. 3) provides for a sufficient number of trash receptacles 
for non-recyclable waste; and, 4) assures that the venue is returned to a trash-free and sanitary 
condition for use by the general public. 
 
Special Event – An activity on public property open to the general public, with or without an 
admission charge.  Special events include: 
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1. Any organized formation, parade, procession or assembly of persons, which may or may 

not include animals, vehicles or any combination thereof which is to assemble or travel 
in unison on any street which does not comply with normal or usual traffic regulations or 
controls; or, 
 

2. Any organized assemblage of persons at any park or facility, owned by the City or by 
any other governmental agency, such as the Sonoma Valley Unified School District, 
California State Parks or Sonoma County which is to gather for a common purpose 
under the direction and control of a person; or,  

 
3. Any other organized activity conducted by a sponsoring organization or person for a 

common or collective use, purpose or benefit which involves the use of, or has an impact 
on, City property or facilities and the provisions of city services in response thereto. 

 
Examples of special events include, but are not limited to concerts, parades, special interest 
shows or expos, markets, fairs, festivals, block parties, community events or mass 
participation sports (such as, marathons and running events, bicycle races or tours, etc.). 
 
For the purpose of this policy, special events are distinguished from the following: 
 

 Private events which may be authorized on public property but which are not open to 
the general public; 

 
 Recurring program activities on public property, conducted by the City or by a lessee 

of City property, where the activity is specifically authorized by use permit and/or by 
the terms of the property lease; 

 
 Events on private property. 

  
Special Event Coordinator –- The person assigned by the city manager to carry out the duties 
and responsibilities set forth in this policy. 
 
Special Event Permit - A permit issued under this Resolution. 
 
Special Event Venue - That area for which a special event permit has been issued. 
 
Street – A way or place of whatever nature publicly maintained and open to use of the public for 
purposes of vehicular travel. Street includes Highway 12. 
 
Tax-exempt non-profit organization – An organization that is exempted from payment of income 
taxes by federal or state law and which has been in existence for a minimum of three months 
preceding the date of application for a special event permit.  Proof of tax exempt status must be 
submitted with application. 
 
Vendor – any person who sells or offers to sell any goods, food, beverages, or services within a 
special event venue. 
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CITY OF SONOMA 
SPECIAL EVENTS POLICY 

 
APPENDIX A 

 
PLAZA PARK 

RESTRICTIONS, REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES 
 

The following restriction, requirements and guidelines apply to all special events conducted at 
the Plaza Park. 
 
1.  Limitations on the number and frequency of events and on event activities 
 

a. Events exceeding eight hours in duration (including set-up and take-down time) shall 
not be scheduled in the Plaza Park on successive weekends between June 1 and 
October 1 of any given year.  
 
With the approval of the CSEC, exceptions may be granted to the following 
longstanding and cultural recurring special events: The Ox Roast, Hit the Road Jack, 
Flag Day Celebration, Fourth of July Celebration, the Valley of the Moon Vintage 
Festival and the Celebration of Mexican Independence Day. 

 
b. The Plaza Horseshoe Lawn shall not be available for active use, such as, but not 

limited to, tents, booths, umbrellas, tables, signs etc. during special events. This 
restriction is intended to allow an unobstructed view of City Hall a National Historic 
Landmark and to minimize damage to the lawn.  With the approval of the CSEC, an 
exception may be granted for limited active use of the Plaza Horseshoe Lawn. 

 
c. Finish line delineation demarcations in the Plaza Horseshoe area taller than ten feet 

in height shall be prohibited unless specifically approved by the CSEC. Finish line 
delineation demarcations shall comply with the California Fire Code and provide a 
minimum clearance of 14 feet. 

 
d. No tents (greater than 100 square feet in area and a maximum height of 10 feet) or 

structures (including inflatables) shall be placed in the horseshoe area unless 
specifically approved by the CSEC. 

 
e. In order to minimize compaction and damage to the Plaza landscape during the wet 

season, Special Events shall be restricted to paved areas of the Plaza from and 
including November through May. Small scale events, as defined in this policy, may 
be allowed to use lawn area during the wet season. 

 
f. The number of Special Events held in the Plaza Park is limited to twenty-five events 

per calendar year. The Jazz Society Summer Music Series held on Farmers’ Market 
nights and the Farmers’ Market events shall be counted as one event.  

  
2. Hours of Operation 

 
a. Special Events shall be limited to the following hours of operation, unless specifically 

approved by the CSEC: 
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 Monday through Thursday 5 p.m. to 7:30 a.m. 
 Friday through Sunday, events may begin set up at 5 p.m. on Friday. Event 

cleanup shall be completed by 7:30 a.m. Monday morning.  
 
3. Restroom Facilities 
 

All events utilizing public restrooms shall be required to provide restroom monitors to 
ensure that no vandalism occurs during the course of the event and that restrooms are 
vacated, locked, cleaned, and resupplied at the close of the event. Event Sponsors shall 
be responsible for cleaning and supplying restrooms. Restrooms shall be monitored and 
cleaned (if necessary) at least once per hour during the event. 

 
4. Noise 
 

Amplified music shall not begin prior to 7 a.m. and normally cease no later than 10:00 
p.m.; however, the CSEC shall have the authority to extend the time through the 
application review process if circumstances warrant an extension. 

 
5. Event Banner 
 

With approval of the CSEC or Special Event Coordinator, a banner may be displayed on 
the historic directory sign located on the southeast portion of the Plaza.   
 
Banner Design and Fabrication Guidelines 

 Banner schematic to be submitted and reviewed along with event application. 
 The banner is to be sized compatible with the Historic Directory Sign policy. 
 The banner is to be fabricated using marine acrylic, canvas, or other 

environmentally-friendly material. 
 The banner may be displayed beginning the Monday prior to the event and must 

be removed the last day of the event. Banner installation shall be completed by 
City staff. 

 
6. Food Vendors 
 

Barbeques shall not be located adjacent to the City Hall building in an attempt to prohibit 
smoke fumes from entering the building and grease from damaging the exterior stone of 
the building. 
 

7. Reserved Street Parking 
 

Event applicants may request reserved on-street parking in conjunction with a Plaza 
event with the submittal of a Permit Application for Reserved Street Parking and shall be 
consistent with the applicable fee schedule. The CSEC or Special Event Coordinator 
shall make a recommendation to the Streets Supervisor as to the maximum number of 
parking spaces to be reserved. 
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CITY OF SONOMA 
SPECIAL EVENTS POLICY 

 
APPENDIX B 

 
DEPOT PARK 

RESTRICTIONS, REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES 
 
The following restriction, requirements and guidelines apply to all special events conducted at 
Depot Park. 

 
1. Limitations on the number and frequency of events and on event activities 
 

a. Events exceeding eight hours in duration (including set-up and take-down time) shall 
not be scheduled in the Depot Park on successive weekends between June 1 and 
October 1 of any given year.  
 

b. In order to minimize compaction and damage to the Depot Park landscape during the 
wet season, Special Events shall be restricted to paved areas of the Depot Park from 
and including November through May. Small scale events, as defined in this policy, 
may be allowed to use lawn area during the wet season.  

 
c. The number of Special Events held in the Depot Park is limited to twenty-five events 

per year. The Farmers Market events shall be counted as one event. 
 
2. Signage 
 

A banner advertising the event will be allowed in the Depot Park only with the approval 
of the CSEC. Banners shall not exceed six square feet, nor shall they be displayed for 
longer than the duration of the event; allowable display time commencing with the first 
day of the event. Appearance and content of the banner are subject to CSEC review and 
approval. Methods of supporting the banner and location in the Depot Park are subject 
to review and approval by the Public Works Administrator or his or her designee. 

 
3. Restroom Facilities 
 

All events utilizing public restrooms shall be required to provide restroom monitors to 
ensure that no vandalism occurs during the course of the event and that restrooms are 
vacated, locked, cleaned, and resupplied at the close of the event. Event Sponsors shall 
be responsible for cleaning and supplying restrooms. Restrooms shall be monitored and 
cleaned (if necessary) at least once per hour during the event. 
 

4. Noise 
 

Amplified music shall not begin prior to 8 a.m. and cease no later than 10:00 p.m.; 
however, the CSEC shall have the authority to extend the time through the application 
review process if circumstances warrant an extension. 

 
   
 



 

 - 15 -

CITY OF SONOMA 
SPECIAL EVENTS POLICY 

 
APPENDIX C 

 
ALL VENUES OTHER THAN PLAZA PARK AND DEPOT PARK 

RESTRICTIONS, REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES 
 
The following restriction, requirements and guidelines apply to special events conducted at 
venues other than Plaza Park and Depot Park 
 
1. Restroom Facilities 
 

All events utilizing public restrooms shall be required to provide restroom monitors to 
ensure that no vandalism occurs during the course of the event and that restrooms are 
vacated, locked, cleaned, and resupplied at the close of the event. Event Sponsors shall 
be responsible for cleaning and supplying restrooms. Restrooms shall be monitored and 
cleaned (if necessary) at least once per hour during the event. 
 

2. Noise 
 

Amplified music shall comply with the Noise Ordinance consistent with the Residential 
Power Equipment restrictions; however, the CSEC shall have the authority to extend the 
time through the application review process if circumstances warrant an extension. 

 
3. Duration and Hours of Operation 

 
Hours of operation shall be established by the permitting authority based on the nature 
of the event and the nature of impacts on neighboring properties. 

 
4. Other Conditions 
 

a. Other restrictions, requirements and guidelines for events at City venues other than 
Plaza and Depot Parks may be developed on a case by case basis during the 
application review to address specific impact or issues at such venues.  

 
b. Recommended conditions are identified through the staff review process; conditions 

for approval are moved forward with applications that require CSEC approval. 
 

c. As determined by the City Manager, event locations or new events that are unique in 
nature may be subject to City Council approval. 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council/Successor Agency 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
 City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5A 
 
07/20/2015 

                                                                                            
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact 
Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 
Approval of the Portions of the Minutes of June 15 and June 22, 2015 City Council Meetings 
Pertaining to the Successor Agency. 

Summary 
The minutes have been prepared for Council review and approval. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve the minutes. 

Alternative Actions 
Correct or amend the minutes prior to approval. 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

 
Attachments: 

See Agenda Item 4B for the minutes 
Alignment with Council Goals:  N/A 
cc:  NA 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council as Successor 

Agency 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7A 
 
07/20/2015 

 

Department 
Administration 

Staff Contact  
DeAnna Hilbrants, Finance Director 

Agenda Item Title 
Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Adopt a Resolution of the City Council as 
Successor Agency to the Former Sonoma Community Development Agency approving the issuance 
of refunding bonds and other related actions. 

Summary 
Prior to its dissolution, the Community Development Agency of the City of Sonoma issued several 
bonds to finance redevelopment activities in the City.  In 2012, as a result of State legislative action, 
the Sonoma Community Development Agency was dissolved.  Ongoing debt service payments are 
made from RDA (Redevelopment Agency) Property Tax Trust Fund (RPTTF). 
 
Staff has identified that interest savings are available to the City by refunding some of the 
outstanding bonds.  This refunding is allowed under the Government Code provided that savings is 
achieved.  This process also requires approval from the Oversight Board to the Dissolved Sonoma 
Community Development Agency and then must be submitted to the State Department of Finance 
for approval.   
 
Additional background and information is attached. 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt resolution of the City Council as Successor Agency to the Former Sonoma Community 
Development Agency approving the issuance of refunding bonds and other related actions 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
While interest rates will fluctuate until the financing is completed, overall savings is anticipated to 
exceed $3 Million over 18 years.  This savings will be passed through the RPTTF and the City will 
realize approximately $25,000 per year in additional RPTTF funds with the remainder going to other 
taxing entities including Sonoma Valley Unified School District, Sonoma County Junior College, and 
the County.   

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified  
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Alignment with Council Goals:  

Fiscal Management:  Maintain high level fiscal accountability that ensures short and long-term 
sustainability of City’s financial position; provide for effective and efficient management of local 
taxpayers’ dollars; apply prudent internal policies and practices to assure the most cost-effective 
methods are utilized; be wise with our resources. 



 

 
 

Attachments: 
Supplemental Report  
Resolution 
Financial Advisor’s Analysis 

  



SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
 

Refunding of the Community Development Agency of the City of Sonoma  
Tax Allocation Bonds Series 2003 and 2011 

 
For the Meeting of July 20, 2015 

 
 

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Redevelopment has been an overwhelmingly positive tool in this City since the Community 
Development Agency’s inception in 1983. Especially in the post-Prop 13 era, cities such as 
Sonoma have had to increasingly rely on redevelopment as a funding mechanism for economic 
development and capital projects. While there have been other agencies throughout the State 
that have used CDA funds for “questionable” projects, this is not the case in Sonoma. Sonoma 
has been very diligent in making CDA dollars work for the community. The money has provided 
numerous business and façade improvement loans that have resulted in increases in tax 
revenues such as Transient Occupancy Tax and Sales Taxes and has contributed to the historic 
preservation of buildings around the Plaza. None of this would have been possible absent 
Redevelopment. 
 
The Redevelopment Plan for the Sonoma Redevelopment Project (the “Project Area”) was 
originally adopted on November 28, 1983, encompassing approximately 380 acres, including 
most of the central core of the City (the “Original Area”). On November 5, 1997 the City Council 
adopted Ordinance No. 1997-7 which added the territory to the Original Area (the “Amendment 
Area”). The Amendment Area contains 272 acres of land in the south end of the City. 
 
Total Current Indebtedness 
As shown in the table below, the total principal indebtedness for all of the Tax Allocation Bond 
issuances (Series 2003, 2010, 2011) is $38.96 million.  
 

 Outstanding Principal 2016 Debt Service 
Series 2003 15,290,000 1,201,740 
Series 2010 8,435,000 748,797 
Series 2011 15,235,000 1,199,069 

Total $38,960,000 $3,149,606 
 
 
Structure of Debt Repayment  
 
Repayment of the debt is secured by property taxes (Property Tax Increment (“TI”) collected in 
the project area in accordance with the Former Redevelopment Agency’s Loan Agreements. As 
of June 30, 2014, $3,462,059 is available from the RDA (Redevelopment Agency) Property Tax 
Trust Fund (RPTTF). 
 
ISSUE AND DISCUSSION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Council as Successor Agency adopt the resolution, approving a 
refunding of the outstanding 2003 and 2011 Bonds. The Successor Agency will execute 
supplements to certain existing agreements (described under “REFUNDING DOCUMENTS” 
below) to provide for the incurrence of refunding debt (the “2015 Refunding Bonds”). The 
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Redevelopment Dissolution Law provides that the issuance of the 2015 Refunding Bonds must 
meet the following conditions: 
 

(i) The total interest cost to maturity on the 2015 Refunding Bonds, plus the 
principal amount of the 2015 Refunding Bonds, must not exceed the total 
remaining interest cost to maturity on the 2003 and 2011 Bonds, plus the 
principal amount of the 2015 Refunding Bonds; and 

(ii) The principal amount of the 2015 Refunding Bonds must not exceed the amount 
necessary to pay off the 2003 and 2011 Bonds, plus the amounts for the 
establishment of customary debt service reserves and payment of costs of 
issuance. 

 
Attached is the analysis prepared by the Public Financial Management, the Successor Agency’s 
Financial Advisor (Attachment 3), which shows that the 2015 Refunding Bonds are expected to 
satisfy these conditions. 
 
Savings 
 
The purpose of refunding the callable bonds is to take advantage of lower interest rates in the 
current bond market to reduce debt service payments. As noted previously, with a reduction in 
property values, a lower debt service payment will benefit the taxpayers and the local taxing 
entities. When Property Tax Increment revenues exceed the amount needed for Enforceable 
Obligations, the excess is distributed to taxing entities. Given the low current level of interest 
rates, and the expectation of increasing rates, this appears to be the appropriate time to capture 
the benefit of this refunding. The 2003 Bonds are callable at any time and the 2011 Bond are 
callable December 1st, 2021 at a price of 100%. Estimated refunding savings are summarized 
below. 
 

Refunded Series 2003 2011 

Refunded Principal $14,755,000 $15,090,000 

Net Present Value Savings 461,043 425,914 

    As % of Refunded Bonds 3.12% 2.82% 

Gross Cash Flow Savings 643,390 2,887,714 

   City’s Portion (14.27%) 91,834 412,175 

Avg. Annual Gross Cash Flow Savings 35,744 137,510 

 
 
Process 
If the attached resolution is adopted by the Council as Successor Agency, the item will move 
forward to the Oversight Board. After the Oversight Board’s adoption of a resolution approving 
the issuance of the 2015 Refunding Bonds, the Oversight Board resolution will be forwarded to 
the State Department of Finance (the “DOF”). Once the Successor Agency receives the DOF’s 
approval of the Oversight Board resolution, Staff will return to the Council as Successor Agency 
for approval of additional documents, including a preliminary official statement (an offering 
disclosure document) and a bond purchase agreement to be executed with Stinson Securities, 
the bond underwriter. Subsequently, the bonds will receive a rating as well as bids for bond 
insurance based on that rating. 
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Financing Team 
The Successor Agency will be assisted by Stinson Securities (Lonnie Odom) as Underwriter; 
Public Financial Management (Robert Gamble), as the Financial Advisor; Jones Hall (David 
Fama) as Bond and Disclosure Counsel; HdL Coren & Cone (David Schey) as Fiscal 
Consultant. Each of these team members has been sourced due to their unique knowledge of 
post-redevelopment era financial and legal transaction requirements. 
 
 
 



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. ____ -2015 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE FORMER SONOMA 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF REFUNDING 
BONDS IN ORDER TO REFUND CERTAIN OUTSTANDING BONDS OF THE FORMER 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMNENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF SONOMA, APPROVING THE 
EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A SUPPLEMENT TO INDENTURE OF TRUST RELATING 
THERETO, APPROVING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN ESCROW AGREEMENT 
RELATING TO THE BONDS BEING REFUNDED, REQUESTING OVERSIGHT BOARD 
APPROVAL OF THE ISSSUANCE OF THE REFUNDING BONDS AND THE APPROVAL OF 
SUCH PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACTS, REQUESTING CERTAIN 
DETERMINATIONS BY THE OVERSIGHT BOARD, AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER 
MATTERS PROPERLY RELATING THERETO 

 
WHEREAS, the Community Development Agency of the City of Sonoma (the "Former 

Agency") was a public body, corporate and politic, duly established and authorized to transact 
business and exercise powers under and pursuant to the provisions of the Community 
Redevelopment Law of the State of California, constituting Part 1 of Division 24 of the Health 
and Safety Code of the State (the "Law"); 

 
WHEREAS, a redevelopment plan for the redevelopment project area designated the 

"Sonoma Redevelopment Project" in the City of Sonoma, California (the "Redevelopment 
Project") were adopted in compliance with all requirements of the Law; 

 
WHEREAS, for the purpose of financing redevelopment activities with respect to the 

Redevelopment Project the Former Agency issued its $20,635,000 aggregate principal amount 
of Sonoma Redevelopment Project 2003 Tax Allocation Bonds (the “2003 Bonds”) pursuant to 
First Supplement to Indenture of Trust, dated as of June 1, 2003, which supplements an 
Indenture of Trust, dated as of June 1, 2000 (the “2000 Bonds Indenture”), by and between the 
Agency and BNY Western Trust Company, as such predecessor to The Bank of New York 
Mellon Trust Company, N.A., as trustee (the "Trustee");  

 
WHEREAS, for the purpose of financing the refunding and repayment in full of bonds 

issued in 1997 and 2000, the Former Agency issued its $15,750,000 aggregate principal 
amount of Sonoma Redevelopment Project 2010 Refunding Tax Allocation Bonds (the “2010 
Bonds”) pursuant to a Second Supplement to Indenture of Trust, dated as of October 1, 2010, 
by and between the Agency and the Trustee; 

 
WHEREAS, for the purpose of financing additional redevelopment activities the Former 

Agency issued its $15,750,000 aggregate principal amount of Sonoma Redevelopment Project 
2011 Tax Allocation Bonds (the “2011 Bonds”) pursuant to a Third Supplement to Indenture of 
Trust, dated as of March 1, 2011, by and between the Agency and the Trustee; 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 34172(a) of the California Health and Safety Code 

(unless otherwise noted, Section references hereinafter being to such Code), the Former 
Agency has been dissolved and no longer exists as a public body, corporate and politic, and 
pursuant to Section 34173, and the City of Sonoma (the "City") has become the successor 
entity to the Former Agency, known as the Successor Agency to the Former Sonoma 
Community Development Agency (the "Successor Agency"); 



 
WHEREAS, the 2000 Bonds Indenture permits the issuance of Parity Debt (within the 

meaning of the 2000 Bonds Indenture) payable from Tax Revenues (as defined in the 2000 
Bonds Indenture) secured on parity with the 2010 Bonds, subject to certain conditions; and 

 
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill X1 26, effective June 29, 2011, together with AB 1484, 

effective June 27, 2012 ("AB 1484" and, collectively, as further amended, the “Dissolution Act”), 
resulted in the dissolution of the Former Agency as of February 1, 2012, and the vesting in the 
Successor Agency of all of the authority, rights, powers, duties and obligations of the Former 
Agency; 

 
WHEREAS, Section 34177.5 authorizes the Successor Agency to issue refunding bonds 

pursuant to Article 11 (commencing with Section 53580) of Chapter 3 of Part 1 of Division 2 of 
Title 5 of the Government Code (the “Refunding Law”) for the purpose of achieving debt service 
savings within the parameters set forth in Section 34177.5(a)(1) (the “Savings Parameters”); 

 
WHEREAS, the Successor Agency has determined that it is necessary and advisable to 

refund the 2003 Bonds and 2011 Bonds (together, the "Prior Bonds") for savings through the 
issuance pursuant to the Law, the Dissolution Act and the Refunding Law of its Sonoma 
Redevelopment Project 2015 Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds (the "Refunding Bonds") to 
provide funds to refund the outstanding Prior Bonds;  

 
WHEREAS, to determine compliance with the Savings Parameters for purposes of the 

issuance by the Successor Agency of the Refunding Bonds, the Successor Agency has caused 
its financial advisor, Public Financial Management, Inc. (the “Financial Advisor”), to prepare an 
analysis of the potential savings that will accrue to the Successor Agency and to applicable 
taxing entities as a result of the use of the proceeds of the Refunding Bonds to refund the Prior 
Bonds (the “Debt Service Savings Analysis”);  

 
WHEREAS, the Successor Agency desires at this time to approve the issuance of the 

Refunding Bonds and to approve the form of and authorize the execution and delivery of a 
Fourth Supplement to Indenture (the "Fourth Supplement"), which supplements the 2000 Bonds 
Indenture, as previously supplemented, providing for the issuance of the Refunding Bonds, and 
the Escrow Deposit and Trust Agreements to be delivered to The Bank of New York Mellon 
Trust Company, N.A., as trustee for the Prior Bonds, to be dated as of the date of the issuance 
and delivery of the Refunding Bonds (the “Escrow Agreements”);  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 34179, an oversight board (the “Oversight Board”) has 
been established for the Successor Agency; 

 
WHEREAS, the Successor Agency is now requesting that the Oversight Board direct the 

Successor Agency to undertake the refunding proceedings and to approve the issuance of the 
Refunding Bonds pursuant to this Resolution and the Fourth Supplement; 

 
WHEREAS, the Successor Agency further requests that the Oversight Board make 

certain determinations described below on which the Successor Agency will rely in undertaking 
the refunding proceedings and the issuance of the Refunding Bonds; 

 
WHEREAS, the Successor Agency has determined to sell the Refunding Bonds to 

Stinson Securities, LLC (the “Original Purchaser”) pursuant to the terms of a Bond Purchase 



Agreement (the “Purchase Agreement”) to be entered into by the Successor Agency and the 
Original Purchaser; 
 

WHEREAS, following approval by the Oversight Board of the issuance of the Refunding 
Bonds by the Successor Agency and upon submission of the Oversight Board Resolution to the 
California Department of Finance, the Successor Agency will, with the assistance of its 
Disclosure Counsel, the Financial Advisor and the Fiscal Consultant to the Successor Agency, 
cause to be prepared a form of Official Statement for the Refunding Bonds describing the 
Refunding Bonds and containing material information relating to the Successor Agency and the 
Refunding Bonds, the preliminary form of which will be submitted to the Successor Agency for 
approval for distribution by the Original Purchaser, as underwriter of the Refunding Bonds, to 
persons and institutions interested in purchasing the Refunding Bonds; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Successor Agency to the Former 

Sonoma Community Development Agency, as follows: 
 
1. Determination of Savings; Compliance with Section 34177.5(a)(1).  The 

Successor Agency has determined that there are significant potential savings available to the 
Successor Agency and to applicable taxing entities in compliance with the Savings Parameters 
by the issuance by the Successor Agency of the Refunding Bonds to provide funds to refund 
and defease the Prior Bonds, all as evidenced by the Debt Service Savings Analysis on file with 
the Successor Agency, which Debt Service Savings Analysis is hereby approved.  In addition, 
the Refunding Bonds shall only be issued if the Refunding Bonds comply with the provisions of 
Section 34177.5(a)(1), including limiting the amount of the Refunding Bonds to the amount 
required to refund the Prior Bonds, and to pay the costs of issuing the Refunding Bonds, 
including amounts required to purchase bond insurance and a reserve fund surety bond for the 
Refunding Bonds. 

 
2. Approval of Issuance of the Bonds.  The Successor Agency hereby authorizes 

and approves the issuance of the Refunding Bonds under the Law and the Refunding Law in 
the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $35,000,000, provided that the Refunding 
Bonds are in compliance with the Savings Parameters and all other requirements of Section 
34177.5 at the time of sale and delivery. 

 
3. Approval of Supplement to Indenture.  The Successor Agency hereby approves 

the Fourth Supplement prescribing the terms and provisions of the Refunding Bonds and the 
application of the proceeds of the Refunding Bonds.  Each of the Mayor, the City Manager or 
the Finance Director, on behalf of the Successor Agency (each, an “Authorized Officer”), is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver, and the City Clerk of the City, on behalf 
of the Successor Agency, is hereby authorized and directed to attest to, the Fourth Supplement 
for and in the name and on behalf of the Successor Agency, in substantially the form on file with 
the Successor Agency, with such changes therein, deletions therefrom and additions thereto  
(including the inclusion of provisions required for the utilization of capital appreciation bonds) as 
the Authorized Officer executing the same shall approve, such approval to be conclusively 
evidenced by the execution and delivery of the Fourth Supplement.  The Successor Agency 
hereby authorizes the delivery and performance of the Fourth Supplement. 
 

4. Approval of Escrow Agreements. The form of the Escrow Agreements on file with 
the Successor Agency are hereby approved and the Authorized Officers are, each acting alone, 
hereby authorized and directed, for and in the name and on behalf of the Successor Agency, to 



execute and deliver the Escrow Agreements.  The Successor Agency hereby authorizes the 
delivery and performance of its obligations under the Escrow Agreements. 

 
5. Oversight Board Approval of the Issuance of the Bonds.  The Successor Agency 

hereby requests the Oversight Board, as authorized by Section 34177.5(f), to direct the 
Successor Agency to undertake the refunding proceedings and as authorized by Section 
34177.5(f) and Section 34180 to approve the issuance of the Refunding Bonds pursuant to 
Section 34177.5(a)(1) and this Resolution and the Fourth Supplement. 

 
6. Determinations by the Oversight Board.  The Successor Agency requests that 

the Oversight Board make the following determinations upon which the Successor Agency will 
rely in undertaking the refunding proceedings and the issuance of the Refunding Bonds: 

 
(a) The Successor Agency is authorized, as provided in Section 34177.5(f), to 

recover its costs related to the issuance of the Refunding Bonds from the proceeds of the 
Refunding Bonds, including the cost of reimbursing its administrative staff for time spent with 
respect to the authorization, issuance, sale and delivery of the Refunding Bonds; 

 
(b) The application of proceeds of the Refunding Bonds by the Successor Agency to 

the refunding and defeasance of the Prior Bonds, as well as the payment by the Successor 
Agency of costs of issuance of the Refunding Bonds, as provided in Section 34177.5(a), shall 
be implemented by the Successor Agency promptly upon sale and delivery of the Refunding 
Bonds, notwithstanding Section 34177.3 or any other provision of law to the contrary, without 
the approval of the Oversight Board, the California Department of Finance, the Sonoma County 
Auditor-Controller or any other person or entity other than the Successor Agency; 

 
 (c) The Successor Agency shall be entitled to receive its full Administrative Cost 

Allowance under Section 34181(a)(3) without any deductions with respect to continuing costs 
related to the Refunding Bonds, such as trustee’s fees, auditing and fiscal consultant fees and 
continuing disclosure and rating agency costs (collectively, “Continuing Costs of Issuance”), and 
such Continuing Costs of Issuance shall be payable from property tax revenues pursuant to 
Section 34183.  In addition and as provided by Section 34177.5(f), if the Successor Agency is 
unable to complete the issuance of the Refunding Bonds for any reason, the Successor Agency 
shall, nevertheless, be entitled to recover its costs incurred with respect to the refunding 
proceedings of the Refunding Bonds from such property tax revenues pursuant to Section 
34183 without reduction in its Administrative Cost Allowance. 

 
7. Filing of Debt Service Savings Analysis and Resolution. The Successor Agency 

is hereby authorized and directed to file the Debt Service Savings Analysis, together with a 
certified copy of this Resolution, with the Oversight Board, and, as provided in Section 34180(j) 
with the Sonoma County Administrative Officer, the Sonoma County Auditor-Controller and the 
California Department of Finance. 

 
8.  Issuance of Refunding Bonds in Whole or in Part.  It is the intent of the 

Successor Agency to sell and deliver the Refunding Bonds in whole, provided that there is 
compliance with the Savings Parameters.  However, the Successor Agency will initially 
authorize the sale and delivery of the Refunding Bonds in whole or, if such Savings Parameters 
cannot be met with respect to the whole, then in part; provided that the Refunding Bonds so 
sold and delivered in part are in compliance with the Savings Parameters.  The sale and 
delivery of the Refunding Bonds in part will in each instance provide sufficient funds only for the 
refunding of that portion of the Refunding Bonds that meet the Savings Parameters.  In the 



event the Refunding Bonds are initially sold in part, the Successor Agency intends to sell and 
deliver additional parts of the Refunding Bonds without the prior approval of the Oversight Board 
provided that in each such instance the Refunding Bonds so sold and delivered in part are in 
compliance with the Savings Parameters.  

 
9. Sale of Refunding Bonds.  Following approval by the Oversight Board of the 

issuance of the Refunding Bonds by the Successor Agency and upon submission of the 
Oversight Board Resolution to the California Department of Finance, the Successor Agency will, 
with the assistance of its Bond Counsel, cause to be prepared and approved a Purchase 
Agreement to be entered into with Stinson Securities LLC for purchase of the Refunding Bonds 
the preliminary form of which will be submitted to the Successor Agency for approval for 
signature by the Original Purchaser for the purchase of the Refunding Bonds. 

 
10. Municipal Bond Insurance and Surety Bonds.  The Authorized Officers, each 

acting alone, are hereby authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to obtain a 
municipal bond insurance policy for the Refunding Bonds and reserve account surety bonds for 
the Refunding Bonds from a municipal bond insurance company if it is determined, upon 
consultation with the Financial Advisor and the Original Purchaser, that such municipal bond 
insurance policy and/or surety bonds will be economic to reduce the true interest costs with 
respect to the Refunding Bonds. 

 
11. Approval of Official Statement.  Following approval by the Oversight Board of the 

issuance of the Refunding Bonds by the Successor Agency and upon submission of the 
Oversight Board Resolution to the California Department of Finance, the Successor Agency will, 
with the assistance of its Disclosure Counsel, Fiscal Consultant and Financial Advisor, cause to 
be prepared a form of Official Statement for the Refunding Bonds describing the Refunding 
Bonds and containing material information relating to the Successor Agency and the Refunding 
Bonds, the preliminary form of which will be submitted to the Successor Agency for approval for 
distribution by the Original Purchaser to persons and institutions interested in purchasing the 
Refunding Bonds. 

 
12.   Official Actions.  The Authorized Officers and any and all other officers of the 

Successor Agency are hereby authorized and directed, for and in the name and on behalf of the 
Successor Agency, to do any and all things and take any and all actions, which they, or any of 
them, may deem necessary or advisable in obtaining the requested approvals by the Oversight 
Board and the California Department of Finance, in obtaining the subordination of any pass-
through or tax sharing agreements, and in the issuance, sale and delivery of the Refunding 
Bonds.  Whenever in this Resolution any officer of the Successor Agency is directed to execute 
or countersign any document or take any action, such execution, countersigning or action may 
be taken on behalf of such officer by any person designated by such officer to act on his or her 
behalf in the case such officer is absent or unavailable. 

 
13. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect from and after the date of 

approval and adoption thereof. 
 
PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED at a regular meeting of the Successor Agency 

to the Former Sonoma Community Development Agency duly held on the ______ day of July, 
2015, by the following vote: 

 
AYES:    
NOES:    



ABSENT:   
ABSTAIN:   

  
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was duly and regularly passed and 

adopted by the Successor Agency to the Former Sonoma Community Development Agency at a 
regular meeting thereof held on the ______ day of July, 2015, and that the foregoing is a full, 
true and correct copy of said Resolution. 

 
 

 
   

David Cook, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
______________________________________ 
Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
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Summary of 
Bonds Refunded 

 
Series Component Maturity Par Amount 
2003 Serial Bond 12/1/2016 560,000 
2003 Serial Bond 12/1/2017 580,000 
2003 Serial Bond 12/1/2018 600,000 
2003 Serial Bond 12/1/2019 630,000 
2003 2023 Term Bond 12/1/2020 655,000 
2003 2023 Term Bond 12/1/2021 685,000 
2003 2023 Term Bond 12/1/2022 710,000 
2003 2023 Term Bond 12/1/2023 745,000 
2003 2033 Term Bond 12/1/2024 780,000 
2003 2033 Term Bond 12/1/2025 815,000 
2003 2033 Term Bond 12/1/2026 850,000 
2003 2033 Term Bond 12/1/2027 890,000 
2003 2033 Term Bond 12/1/2028 930,000 
2003 2033 Term Bond 12/1/2029 970,000 
2003 2033 Term Bond 12/1/2030 1,020,000 
2003 2033 Term Bond 12/1/2031 1,065,000 
2003 2033 Term Bond 12/1/2032 1,110,000 
2003 2033 Term Bond 12/1/2033 1,160,000 
2011 2016 Term Bond 12/1/2016 145,000 
2011 Serial Bond 12/1/2017 155,000 
2011 Serial Bond 12/1/2018 165,000 
2011 Serial Bond 12/1/2019 170,000 
2011 Serial Bond 12/1/2020 180,000 
2011 Serial Bond 12/1/2021 185,000 
2011 Serial Bond 12/1/2022 200,000 
2011 2030 Term Bond 12/1/2023 210,000 
2011 2030 Term Bond 12/1/2024 220,000 
2011 2030 Term Bond 12/1/2025 235,000 
2011 2030 Term Bond 12/1/2026 255,000 
2011 2030 Term Bond 12/1/2027 270,000 
2011 2030 Term Bond 12/1/2028 290,000 
2011 2030 Term Bond 12/1/2029 310,000 
2011 2030 Term Bond 12/1/2030 325,000 
2011 2036 Term Bond 12/1/2031 1,095,000 
2011 2036 Term Bond 12/1/2032 1,175,000 
2011 2036 Term Bond 12/1/2033 1,260,000 
2011 2036 Term Bond 12/1/2034 2,560,000 
2011 2036 Term Bond 12/1/2035 2,745,000 
2011 2036 Term Bond 12/1/2036 2,940,000 
Total   $29,845,000 
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Estimated Annual Savings 
 

Bond Year Savings 
12/1/2016 $175,159 
12/1/2017 175,759 
12/1/2018 174,709 
12/1/2019 172,779 
12/1/2020 174,609 
12/1/2021 172,494 
12/1/2022 174,739 
12/1/2023 175,909 
12/1/2024 174,974 
12/1/2025 172,264 
12/1/2026 173,746 
12/1/2027 170,571 
12/1/2028 172,566 
12/1/2029 174,381 
12/1/2030 171,016 
12/1/2031 172,876 
12/1/2032 173,215 
12/1/2033 171,351 
12/1/2034 137,206 
12/1/2035 134,806 
12/1/2036 135,975 

Total $3,531,104 
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Estimated 
Sources and Uses of Funds 

  Sources:  
Principal Amount $ 30,950,000.00 
Premium 2,656,573.80 
Release of Prior Reserves 1,575,000.00 

 
  

Total Sources $35,181,573.80 
    
Uses: 

 Refunding Escrow Deposits 34,230,582.38 

  Delivery Date Expenses 
 Cost of Issuance 203,459.66  

Underwriter's Discount 309,500.00 
Surety Policy 52,766.88 
Bond Insurance 385,264.88 

 
950,991.42 

    
Total Uses $35,181,573.80 

 

 



 
 
                                                                                          

 

Attachment 

Preliminary Refunding Analysis 
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SOURCES AND USES OF FUNDS

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Refunding Refunding
Series 2003 Series 2011

Sources: Bonds Bonds Total

Bond Proceeds:
Par Amount 14,025,000.00 16,925,000.00 30,950,000.00
Premium 1,213,944.00 1,442,629.80 2,656,573.80

15,238,944.00 18,367,629.80 33,606,573.80

Other Sources of Funds:
Prior Reserve 1,575,000.00 1,575,000.00

15,238,944.00 19,942,629.80 35,181,573.80

Refunding Refunding
Series 2003 Series 2011

Uses: Bonds Bonds Total

Refunding Escrow Deposits:
Cash Deposit 0.33 0.05 0.38
SLGS Purchases 14,808,478.00 19,422,104.00 34,230,582.00

14,808,478.33 19,422,104.05 34,230,582.38

Delivery Date Expenses:
Cost of Issuance 90,630.05 109,369.95 200,000.00
Underwriter's Discount 140,250.00 169,250.00 309,500.00
Surety Policy (1.75%) 23,911.32 28,855.56 52,766.88
Insurance Premium (0.75%) 174,582.87 210,682.01 385,264.88

429,374.24 518,157.52 947,531.76

Other Uses of Funds:
Additional Proceeds 1,091.43 2,368.23 3,459.66

15,238,944.00 19,942,629.80 35,181,573.80
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SUMMARY OF REFUNDING RESULTS

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Refunding Series Refunding Series
2003 Bonds 2011 Bonds Total

Dated Date 12/01/2015 12/01/2015 12/01/2015
Delivery Date 12/01/2015 12/01/2015 12/01/2015
Arbitrage Yield 3.768870% 3.768870% 3.768870%
Escrow Yield 1.826192% 1.803347%
Value of Negative Arbitrage 46,004.96 1,775,665.24 1,821,670.20

Bond Par Amount 14,025,000.00 16,925,000.00 30,950,000.00
True Interest Cost 3.760123% 4.237856% 4.058021%
Net Interest Cost 3.990211% 4.457904% 4.292026%
Average Coupon 4.709194% 4.926550% 4.849460%
Average Life 10.648 16.054 13.604

Par amount of refunded bonds 14,755,000.00 15,090,000.00 29,845,000.00
Average coupon of refunded bonds 4.415259% 7.086657% 6.068730%
Average life of refunded bonds 10.662 16.934 13.833

PV of prior debt 15,547,727.26 21,171,822.00 36,719,549.26
Net PV Savings 461,042.83 425,913.72 886,956.55
Percentage savings of refunded bonds 3.124655% 2.822490% 2.971877%
Percentage savings of refunding bonds 3.287293% 2.516477% 2.865772%
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SAVINGS

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Present Value
Prior Refunding to 12/01/2015

Date Debt Service Debt Service Savings @  3.7688705%

12/01/2016 2,400,808.76 2,225,650.00 175,158.76 171,282.24
12/01/2017 2,401,158.76 2,225,400.00 175,758.76 165,479.45
12/01/2018 2,400,208.76 2,225,500.00 174,708.76 158,425.01
12/01/2019 2,402,628.76 2,229,850.00 172,778.76 150,900.33
12/01/2020 2,402,908.76 2,228,300.00 174,608.76 146,824.39
12/01/2021 2,399,393.76 2,226,900.00 172,493.76 139,736.91
12/01/2022 2,398,838.76 2,224,100.00 174,738.76 136,324.28
12/01/2023 2,400,808.76 2,224,900.00 175,908.76 132,169.17
12/01/2024 2,399,073.76 2,224,100.00 174,973.76 126,617.13
12/01/2025 2,398,963.76 2,226,700.00 172,263.76 120,061.09
12/01/2026 2,401,246.26 2,227,500.00 173,746.26 116,590.84
12/01/2027 2,400,571.26 2,230,000.00 170,571.26 110,300.42
12/01/2028 2,402,066.26 2,229,500.00 172,566.26 107,497.36
12/01/2029 2,400,381.26 2,226,000.00 174,381.26 104,643.88
12/01/2030 2,400,516.26 2,229,500.00 171,016.26 98,895.55
12/01/2031 3,147,376.26 2,974,500.00 172,876.26 96,304.16
12/01/2032 3,146,965.00 2,973,750.00 173,215.00 92,880.99
12/01/2033 3,148,851.26 2,977,500.00 171,351.26 88,444.10
12/01/2034 3,147,456.26 3,010,250.00 137,206.26 68,317.03
12/01/2035 3,150,056.26 3,015,250.00 134,806.26 64,441.91
12/01/2036 3,149,475.00 3,013,500.00 135,975.00 62,360.64

54,899,753.94 51,368,650.00 3,531,103.94 2,458,496.89

Savings Summary

PV of savings from cash flow 2,458,496.89
Less: Prior funds on hand -1,575,000.00
Plus: Refunding funds on hand 3,459.66

Net PV Savings 886,956.55
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SAVINGS

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Refunding Series 2003 Bonds

Present Value
Prior Refunding to 12/01/2015

Date Debt Service Debt Service Savings @  3.7688705%

12/01/2016 1,201,740.00 1,166,075.00 35,665.00 34,636.24
12/01/2017 1,199,340.00 1,162,200.00 37,140.00 34,661.16
12/01/2018 1,196,140.00 1,160,250.00 35,890.00 32,220.65
12/01/2019 1,202,140.00 1,167,850.00 34,290.00 29,608.20
12/01/2020 1,201,940.00 1,164,700.00 37,240.00 30,915.57
12/01/2021 1,203,775.00 1,169,900.00 33,875.00 27,067.57
12/01/2022 1,199,320.00 1,163,900.00 35,420.00 27,240.14
12/01/2023 1,203,790.00 1,167,100.00 36,690.00 27,157.79
12/01/2024 1,206,755.00 1,169,100.00 37,655.00 26,824.89
12/01/2025 1,207,045.00 1,169,900.00 37,145.00 25,454.94
12/01/2026 1,205,777.50 1,169,500.00 36,277.50 23,910.06
12/01/2027 1,207,952.50 1,175,000.00 32,952.50 20,919.61
12/01/2028 1,208,347.50 1,173,250.00 35,097.50 21,485.51
12/01/2029 1,206,962.50 1,169,500.00 37,462.50 22,113.49
12/01/2030 1,213,797.50 1,178,750.00 35,047.50 19,937.58
12/01/2031 1,213,407.50 1,180,250.00 33,157.50 18,183.06
12/01/2032 1,211,015.00 1,174,250.00 36,765.00 19,446.90
12/01/2033 1,211,620.00 1,176,000.00 35,620.00 18,168.04

21,700,865.00 21,057,475.00 643,390.00 459,951.40

Savings Summary

PV of savings from cash flow 459,951.40
Plus: Refunding funds on hand 1,091.43

Net PV Savings 461,042.83
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SAVINGS

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Refunding Series 2011 Bonds

Present Value
Prior Refunding to 12/01/2015

Date Debt Service Debt Service Savings @  3.7688705%

12/01/2016 1,199,068.76 1,059,575.00 139,493.76 136,646.00
12/01/2017 1,201,818.76 1,063,200.00 138,618.76 130,818.30
12/01/2018 1,204,068.76 1,065,250.00 138,818.76 126,204.36
12/01/2019 1,200,488.76 1,062,000.00 138,488.76 121,292.13
12/01/2020 1,200,968.76 1,063,600.00 137,368.76 115,908.81
12/01/2021 1,195,618.76 1,057,000.00 138,618.76 112,669.34
12/01/2022 1,199,518.76 1,060,200.00 139,318.76 109,084.14
12/01/2023 1,197,018.76 1,057,800.00 139,218.76 105,011.38
12/01/2024 1,192,318.76 1,055,000.00 137,318.76 99,792.25
12/01/2025 1,191,918.76 1,056,800.00 135,118.76 94,606.15
12/01/2026 1,195,468.76 1,058,000.00 137,468.76 92,680.78
12/01/2027 1,192,618.76 1,055,000.00 137,618.76 89,380.81
12/01/2028 1,193,718.76 1,056,250.00 137,468.76 86,011.85
12/01/2029 1,193,418.76 1,056,500.00 136,918.76 82,530.39
12/01/2030 1,186,718.76 1,050,750.00 135,968.76 78,957.97
12/01/2031 1,933,968.76 1,794,250.00 139,718.76 78,121.10
12/01/2032 1,935,950.00 1,799,500.00 136,450.00 73,434.09
12/01/2033 1,937,231.26 1,801,500.00 135,731.26 70,276.06
12/01/2034 3,147,456.26 3,010,250.00 137,206.26 68,317.03
12/01/2035 3,150,056.26 3,015,250.00 134,806.26 64,441.91
12/01/2036 3,149,475.00 3,013,500.00 135,975.00 62,360.64

33,198,888.94 30,311,175.00 2,887,713.94 1,998,545.49

Savings Summary

PV of savings from cash flow 1,998,545.49
Less: Prior funds on hand -1,575,000.00
Plus: Refunding funds on hand 2,368.23

Net PV Savings 425,913.72
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SUMMARY OF BONDS REFUNDED

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Refunding Series 2003 Bonds

Maturity Interest Par Call Call
Bond Date Rate Amount Date Price

Series 2003, 2003:
SERIAL 12/01/2016 4.000% 560,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000

12/01/2017 4.000% 580,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2018 4.000% 600,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2019 4.000% 630,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000

TERM23 12/01/2020 4.300% 655,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2021 4.300% 685,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2022 4.300% 710,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2023 4.300% 745,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000

TERM33 12/01/2024 4.450% 780,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2025 4.450% 815,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2026 4.450% 850,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2027 4.450% 890,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2028 4.450% 930,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2029 4.450% 970,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2030 4.450% 1,020,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2031 4.450% 1,065,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2032 4.450% 1,110,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000
12/01/2033 4.450% 1,160,000.00 12/31/2015 100.000

14,755,000.00
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SUMMARY OF BONDS REFUNDED

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Refunding Series 2011 Bonds

Maturity Interest Par Call Call
Bond Date Rate Amount Date Price

Series 2011, 2011:
TERM16 12/01/2016 5.000% 145,000.00
SERIAL 12/01/2017 5.000% 155,000.00

12/01/2018 5.200% 165,000.00
12/01/2019 5.600% 170,000.00
12/01/2020 5.750% 180,000.00
12/01/2021 6.000% 185,000.00
12/01/2022 6.250% 200,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000

TERM30 12/01/2023 7.000% 210,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2024 7.000% 220,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2025 7.000% 235,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2026 7.000% 255,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2027 7.000% 270,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2028 7.000% 290,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2029 7.000% 310,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2030 7.000% 325,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000

TERM36 12/01/2031 7.125% 1,095,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2032 7.125% 1,175,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2033 7.125% 1,260,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2034 7.125% 2,560,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2035 7.125% 2,745,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000
12/01/2036 7.125% 2,940,000.00 12/01/2021 100.000

15,090,000.00



Jul 2, 2015  11:52 am  Prepared by Public Financial Management, Inc. (Finance 7.012 City of Sonoma TAB 7-2:TAB_REF)   Page 8

BOND SUMMARY STATISTICS

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Dated Date 12/01/2015
Delivery Date 12/01/2015
Last Maturity 12/01/2036

Arbitrage Yield 3.768870%
True Interest Cost (TIC) 4.058021%
Net Interest Cost (NIC) 4.292026%
All-In TIC 4.256097%
Average Coupon 4.849460%

Average Life (years) 13.604
Duration of Issue (years) 10.008

Par Amount 30,950,000.00
Bond Proceeds 33,606,573.80
Total Interest 20,418,650.00
Net Interest 18,071,576.20
Total Debt Service 51,368,650.00
Maximum Annual Debt Service 3,015,250.00
Average Annual Debt Service 2,446,126.19

Underwriter's Fees (per $1000)
  Average Takedown
  Other Fee 10.000000

Total Underwriter's Discount 10.000000

Bid Price 107.583437

Par Average Average PV of 1 bp
Bond Component Value Price Coupon Life change

Serial Bond 9,400,000.00 106.527 3.835% 5.788 5,116.90
Term Bond 2030 6,360,000.00 111.048 5.000% 13.097 5,596.80
Term Bond 2033 3,205,000.00 109.644 5.000% 17.031 2,788.35
Term Bond 2036 11,985,000.00 108.605 5.000% 19.087 10,307.10

30,950,000.00 13.604 23,809.15

All-In Arbitrage
TIC TIC Yield

Par Value 30,950,000.00 30,950,000.00 30,950,000.00
  + Accrued Interest
  + Premium (Discount) 2,656,573.80 2,656,573.80 2,656,573.80
  - Underwriter's Discount -309,500.00 -309,500.00
  - Cost of Issuance Expense -200,000.00
  - Other Amounts -438,031.76 -438,031.76

Target Value 33,297,073.80 32,659,042.04 33,168,542.04

Target Date 12/01/2015 12/01/2015 12/01/2015
Yield 4.058021% 4.256097% 3.768870%
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BOND SUMMARY STATISTICS

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Refunding Series 2003 Bonds

Dated Date 12/01/2015
Delivery Date 12/01/2015
Last Maturity 12/01/2033

Arbitrage Yield 3.768870%
True Interest Cost (TIC) 3.760123%
Net Interest Cost (NIC) 3.990211%
All-In TIC 3.994892%
Average Coupon 4.709194%

Average Life (years) 10.648
Duration of Issue (years) 8.426

Par Amount 14,025,000.00
Bond Proceeds 15,238,944.00
Total Interest 7,032,475.00
Net Interest 5,958,781.00
Total Debt Service 21,057,475.00
Maximum Annual Debt Service 1,180,250.00
Average Annual Debt Service 1,169,859.72

Underwriter's Fees (per $1000)
  Average Takedown
  Other Fee 10.000000

Total Underwriter's Discount 10.000000

Bid Price 107.655572

Par Average Average PV of 1 bp
Bond Component Value Price Coupon Life change

Serial Bond 6,435,000.00 106.533 3.836% 5.797 3,508.15
Term Bond 2030 4,385,000.00 111.048 5.000% 13.100 3,858.80
Term Bond 2033 3,205,000.00 109.644 5.000% 17.031 2,788.35

14,025,000.00 10.648 10,155.30

All-In Arbitrage
TIC TIC Yield

Par Value 14,025,000.00 14,025,000.00 14,025,000.00
  + Accrued Interest
  + Premium (Discount) 1,213,944.00 1,213,944.00 1,213,944.00
  - Underwriter's Discount -140,250.00 -140,250.00
  - Cost of Issuance Expense -90,630.05
  - Other Amounts -198,494.19 -198,494.19

Target Value 15,098,694.00 14,809,569.76 15,040,449.81

Target Date 12/01/2015 12/01/2015 12/01/2015
Yield 3.760123% 3.994892% 3.768870%
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BOND SUMMARY STATISTICS

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Refunding Series 2011 Bonds

Dated Date 12/01/2015
Delivery Date 12/01/2015
Last Maturity 12/01/2036

Arbitrage Yield 3.768870%
True Interest Cost (TIC) 4.237856%
Net Interest Cost (NIC) 4.457904%
All-In TIC 4.414286%
Average Coupon 4.926550%

Average Life (years) 16.054
Duration of Issue (years) 11.248

Par Amount 16,925,000.00
Bond Proceeds 18,367,629.80
Total Interest 13,386,175.00
Net Interest 12,112,795.20
Total Debt Service 30,311,175.00
Maximum Annual Debt Service 3,015,250.00
Average Annual Debt Service 1,443,389.29

Underwriter's Fees (per $1000)
  Average Takedown
  Other Fee 10.000000

Total Underwriter's Discount 10.000000

Bid Price 107.523662

Par Average Average PV of 1 bp
Bond Component Value Price Coupon Life change

Serial Bond 2,965,000.00 106.513 3.833% 5.767 1,608.75
Term Bond 2030 1,975,000.00 111.048 5.000% 13.091 1,738.00
Term Bond 2036 11,985,000.00 108.605 5.000% 19.087 10,307.10

16,925,000.00 16.054 13,653.85

All-In Arbitrage
TIC TIC Yield

Par Value 16,925,000.00 16,925,000.00 16,925,000.00
  + Accrued Interest
  + Premium (Discount) 1,442,629.80 1,442,629.80 1,442,629.80
  - Underwriter's Discount -169,250.00 -169,250.00
  - Cost of Issuance Expense -109,369.95
  - Other Amounts -239,537.57 -239,537.57

Target Value 18,198,379.80 17,849,472.28 18,128,092.23

Target Date 12/01/2015 12/01/2015 12/01/2015
Yield 4.237856% 4.414286% 3.768870%
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BOND PRICING

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Maturity Yield to Call Call Premium
Bond Component Date Amount Rate Yield Price Maturity Date Price (-Discount)

Serial Bond:
12/01/2016 810,000 2.500% 0.900% 101.589 12,870.90
12/01/2017 830,000 3.000% 1.360% 103.224 26,759.20
12/01/2018 855,000 3.000% 1.720% 103.727 31,865.85
12/01/2019 885,000 3.000% 1.930% 104.099 36,276.15
12/01/2020 910,000 4.000% 2.170% 108.626 78,496.60
12/01/2021 945,000 4.000% 2.420% 108.774 82,914.30
12/01/2022 980,000 4.000% 2.660% 108.507 83,368.60
12/01/2023 1,020,000 4.000% 2.820% 108.398 85,659.60
12/01/2024 1,060,000 4.000% 2.950% 108.246 87,407.60
12/01/2025 1,105,000 4.000% 3.070% 107.955 87,902.75

9,400,000 613,521.55

Term Bond 2030:
12/01/2026 1,150,000 5.000% 3.670% 111.048 C 4.013% 12/01/2025 100.000 127,052.00
12/01/2027 1,210,000 5.000% 3.670% 111.048 C 4.013% 12/01/2025 100.000 133,680.80
12/01/2028 1,270,000 5.000% 3.670% 111.048 C 4.013% 12/01/2025 100.000 140,309.60
12/01/2029 1,330,000 5.000% 3.670% 111.048 C 4.013% 12/01/2025 100.000 146,938.40
12/01/2030 1,400,000 5.000% 3.670% 111.048 C 4.013% 12/01/2025 100.000 154,672.00

6,360,000 702,652.80

Term Bond 2033:
12/01/2031 1,020,000 5.000% 3.830% 109.644 C 4.229% 12/01/2025 100.000 98,368.80
12/01/2032 1,065,000 5.000% 3.830% 109.644 C 4.229% 12/01/2025 100.000 102,708.60
12/01/2033 1,120,000 5.000% 3.830% 109.644 C 4.229% 12/01/2025 100.000 108,012.80

3,205,000 309,090.20

Term Bond 2036:
12/01/2031 1,195,000 5.000% 3.950% 108.605 C 4.370% 12/01/2025 100.000 102,829.75
12/01/2032 1,260,000 5.000% 3.950% 108.605 C 4.370% 12/01/2025 100.000 108,423.00
12/01/2033 1,325,000 5.000% 3.950% 108.605 C 4.370% 12/01/2025 100.000 114,016.25
12/01/2034 2,600,000 5.000% 3.950% 108.605 C 4.370% 12/01/2025 100.000 223,730.00
12/01/2035 2,735,000 5.000% 3.950% 108.605 C 4.370% 12/01/2025 100.000 235,346.75
12/01/2036 2,870,000 5.000% 3.950% 108.605 C 4.370% 12/01/2025 100.000 246,963.50

11,985,000 1,031,309.25

30,950,000 2,656,573.80
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BOND PRICING

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Dated Date 12/01/2015
Delivery Date 12/01/2015
First Coupon 06/01/2016

Par Amount 30,950,000.00
Premium 2,656,573.80

Production 33,606,573.80 108.583437%
Underwriter's Discount -309,500.00 -1.000000%

Purchase Price 33,297,073.80 107.583437%
Accrued Interest

Net Proceeds 33,297,073.80
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SPREAD TO MUNICIPAL GRADE YIELD

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Maturity Credit Additional
Component Date Rate Yield Scale Spread Spread

Serial Bond:
12/01/2016 2.500% 0.900% 0.300% 0.350% 0.250%
12/01/2017 3.000% 1.360% 0.660% 0.450% 0.250%
12/01/2018 3.000% 1.720% 0.970% 0.500% 0.250%
12/01/2019 3.000% 1.930% 1.180% 0.500% 0.250%
12/01/2020 4.000% 2.170% 1.420% 0.500% 0.250%
12/01/2021 4.000% 2.420% 1.670% 0.500% 0.250%
12/01/2022 4.000% 2.660% 1.910% 0.500% 0.250%
12/01/2023 4.000% 2.820% 2.070% 0.500% 0.250%
12/01/2024 4.000% 2.950% 2.200% 0.500% 0.250%
12/01/2025 4.000% 3.070% 2.320% 0.500% 0.250%

Term Bond 2030:
12/01/2026 5.000% 3.670% 2.820% 0.600% 0.250%
12/01/2027 5.000% 3.670% 2.820% 0.600% 0.250%
12/01/2028 5.000% 3.670% 2.820% 0.600% 0.250%
12/01/2029 5.000% 3.670% 2.820% 0.600% 0.250%
12/01/2030 5.000% 3.670% 2.820% 0.600% 0.250%

Term Bond 2033:
12/01/2031 5.000% 3.830% 2.980% 0.600% 0.250%
12/01/2032 5.000% 3.830% 2.980% 0.600% 0.250%
12/01/2033 5.000% 3.830% 2.980% 0.600% 0.250%

Term Bond 2036:
12/01/2031 5.000% 3.950% 3.100% 0.600% 0.250%
12/01/2032 5.000% 3.950% 3.100% 0.600% 0.250%
12/01/2033 5.000% 3.950% 3.100% 0.600% 0.250%
12/01/2034 5.000% 3.950% 3.100% 0.600% 0.250%
12/01/2035 5.000% 3.950% 3.100% 0.600% 0.250%
12/01/2036 5.000% 3.950% 3.100% 0.600% 0.250%
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BOND DEBT SERVICE

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Period Debt
Ending Principal Coupon Interest Service

12/01/2016 810,000 2.500% 1,415,650 2,225,650
12/01/2017 830,000 3.000% 1,395,400 2,225,400
12/01/2018 855,000 3.000% 1,370,500 2,225,500
12/01/2019 885,000 3.000% 1,344,850 2,229,850
12/01/2020 910,000 4.000% 1,318,300 2,228,300
12/01/2021 945,000 4.000% 1,281,900 2,226,900
12/01/2022 980,000 4.000% 1,244,100 2,224,100
12/01/2023 1,020,000 4.000% 1,204,900 2,224,900
12/01/2024 1,060,000 4.000% 1,164,100 2,224,100
12/01/2025 1,105,000 4.000% 1,121,700 2,226,700
12/01/2026 1,150,000 5.000% 1,077,500 2,227,500
12/01/2027 1,210,000 5.000% 1,020,000 2,230,000
12/01/2028 1,270,000 5.000% 959,500 2,229,500
12/01/2029 1,330,000 5.000% 896,000 2,226,000
12/01/2030 1,400,000 5.000% 829,500 2,229,500
12/01/2031 2,215,000 5.000% 759,500 2,974,500
12/01/2032 2,325,000 5.000% 648,750 2,973,750
12/01/2033 2,445,000 5.000% 532,500 2,977,500
12/01/2034 2,600,000 5.000% 410,250 3,010,250
12/01/2035 2,735,000 5.000% 280,250 3,015,250
12/01/2036 2,870,000 5.000% 143,500 3,013,500

30,950,000 20,418,650 51,368,650
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BOND DEBT SERVICE BREAKDOWN

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Refunding Refunding
Period Series 2003 Series 2011
Ending Bonds Bonds Total

12/01/2016 1,166,075 1,059,575 2,225,650
12/01/2017 1,162,200 1,063,200 2,225,400
12/01/2018 1,160,250 1,065,250 2,225,500
12/01/2019 1,167,850 1,062,000 2,229,850
12/01/2020 1,164,700 1,063,600 2,228,300
12/01/2021 1,169,900 1,057,000 2,226,900
12/01/2022 1,163,900 1,060,200 2,224,100
12/01/2023 1,167,100 1,057,800 2,224,900
12/01/2024 1,169,100 1,055,000 2,224,100
12/01/2025 1,169,900 1,056,800 2,226,700
12/01/2026 1,169,500 1,058,000 2,227,500
12/01/2027 1,175,000 1,055,000 2,230,000
12/01/2028 1,173,250 1,056,250 2,229,500
12/01/2029 1,169,500 1,056,500 2,226,000
12/01/2030 1,178,750 1,050,750 2,229,500
12/01/2031 1,180,250 1,794,250 2,974,500
12/01/2032 1,174,250 1,799,500 2,973,750
12/01/2033 1,176,000 1,801,500 2,977,500
12/01/2034 3,010,250 3,010,250
12/01/2035 3,015,250 3,015,250
12/01/2036 3,013,500 3,013,500

21,057,475 30,311,175 51,368,650
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PRIOR BOND DEBT SERVICE

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Period
Ending Principal Coupon Interest Debt Service

12/01/2016 705,000 **   % 1,695,808.76 2,400,808.76
12/01/2017 735,000 **   % 1,666,158.76 2,401,158.76
12/01/2018 765,000 **   % 1,635,208.76 2,400,208.76
12/01/2019 800,000 **   % 1,602,628.76 2,402,628.76
12/01/2020 835,000 **   % 1,567,908.76 2,402,908.76
12/01/2021 870,000 **   % 1,529,393.76 2,399,393.76
12/01/2022 910,000 **   % 1,488,838.76 2,398,838.76
12/01/2023 955,000 **   % 1,445,808.76 2,400,808.76
12/01/2024 1,000,000 **   % 1,399,073.76 2,399,073.76
12/01/2025 1,050,000 **   % 1,348,963.76 2,398,963.76
12/01/2026 1,105,000 **   % 1,296,246.26 2,401,246.26
12/01/2027 1,160,000 **   % 1,240,571.26 2,400,571.26
12/01/2028 1,220,000 **   % 1,182,066.26 2,402,066.26
12/01/2029 1,280,000 **   % 1,120,381.26 2,400,381.26
12/01/2030 1,345,000 **   % 1,055,516.26 2,400,516.26
12/01/2031 2,160,000 **   % 987,376.26 3,147,376.26
12/01/2032 2,285,000 **   % 861,965.00 3,146,965.00
12/01/2033 2,420,000 **   % 728,851.26 3,148,851.26
12/01/2034 2,560,000 7.125% 587,456.26 3,147,456.26
12/01/2035 2,745,000 7.125% 405,056.26 3,150,056.26
12/01/2036 2,940,000 7.125% 209,475.00 3,149,475.00

29,845,000 25,054,753.94 54,899,753.94
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PRIOR BOND DEBT SERVICE

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Refunding Series 2003 Bonds

Period
Ending Principal Coupon Interest Debt Service

12/01/2016 560,000 4.000% 641,740.00 1,201,740.00
12/01/2017 580,000 4.000% 619,340.00 1,199,340.00
12/01/2018 600,000 4.000% 596,140.00 1,196,140.00
12/01/2019 630,000 4.000% 572,140.00 1,202,140.00
12/01/2020 655,000 4.300% 546,940.00 1,201,940.00
12/01/2021 685,000 4.300% 518,775.00 1,203,775.00
12/01/2022 710,000 4.300% 489,320.00 1,199,320.00
12/01/2023 745,000 4.300% 458,790.00 1,203,790.00
12/01/2024 780,000 4.450% 426,755.00 1,206,755.00
12/01/2025 815,000 4.450% 392,045.00 1,207,045.00
12/01/2026 850,000 4.450% 355,777.50 1,205,777.50
12/01/2027 890,000 4.450% 317,952.50 1,207,952.50
12/01/2028 930,000 4.450% 278,347.50 1,208,347.50
12/01/2029 970,000 4.450% 236,962.50 1,206,962.50
12/01/2030 1,020,000 4.450% 193,797.50 1,213,797.50
12/01/2031 1,065,000 4.450% 148,407.50 1,213,407.50
12/01/2032 1,110,000 4.450% 101,015.00 1,211,015.00
12/01/2033 1,160,000 4.450% 51,620.00 1,211,620.00

14,755,000 6,945,865.00 21,700,865.00
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PRIOR BOND DEBT SERVICE

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Refunding Series 2011 Bonds

Period
Ending Principal Coupon Interest Debt Service

12/01/2016 145,000 5.000% 1,054,068.76 1,199,068.76
12/01/2017 155,000 5.000% 1,046,818.76 1,201,818.76
12/01/2018 165,000 5.200% 1,039,068.76 1,204,068.76
12/01/2019 170,000 5.600% 1,030,488.76 1,200,488.76
12/01/2020 180,000 5.750% 1,020,968.76 1,200,968.76
12/01/2021 185,000 6.000% 1,010,618.76 1,195,618.76
12/01/2022 200,000 6.250% 999,518.76 1,199,518.76
12/01/2023 210,000 7.000% 987,018.76 1,197,018.76
12/01/2024 220,000 7.000% 972,318.76 1,192,318.76
12/01/2025 235,000 7.000% 956,918.76 1,191,918.76
12/01/2026 255,000 7.000% 940,468.76 1,195,468.76
12/01/2027 270,000 7.000% 922,618.76 1,192,618.76
12/01/2028 290,000 7.000% 903,718.76 1,193,718.76
12/01/2029 310,000 7.000% 883,418.76 1,193,418.76
12/01/2030 325,000 7.000% 861,718.76 1,186,718.76
12/01/2031 1,095,000 7.125% 838,968.76 1,933,968.76
12/01/2032 1,175,000 7.125% 760,950.00 1,935,950.00
12/01/2033 1,260,000 7.125% 677,231.26 1,937,231.26
12/01/2034 2,560,000 7.125% 587,456.26 3,147,456.26
12/01/2035 2,745,000 7.125% 405,056.26 3,150,056.26
12/01/2036 2,940,000 7.125% 209,475.00 3,149,475.00

15,090,000 18,108,888.94 33,198,888.94
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AGGREGATE DEBT SERVICE

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Refunding Refunding
Period Series 2003 Series 2011 Aggregate
Ending Bonds Bonds 2010 Bonds Debt Service

12/01/2016 1,166,075 1,059,575 748,797.50 2,974,447.50
12/01/2017 1,162,200 1,063,200 749,137.50 2,974,537.50
12/01/2018 1,160,250 1,065,250 748,172.50 2,973,672.50
12/01/2019 1,167,850 1,062,000 745,852.50 2,975,702.50
12/01/2020 1,164,700 1,063,600 747,352.50 2,975,652.50
12/01/2021 1,169,900 1,057,000 746,775.00 2,973,675.00
12/01/2022 1,163,900 1,060,200 749,735.00 2,973,835.00
12/01/2023 1,167,100 1,057,800 746,235.00 2,971,135.00
12/01/2024 1,169,100 1,055,000 746,150.00 2,970,250.00
12/01/2025 1,169,900 1,056,800 749,750.00 2,976,450.00
12/01/2026 1,169,500 1,058,000 746,750.00 2,974,250.00
12/01/2027 1,175,000 1,055,000 747,500.00 2,977,500.00
12/01/2028 1,173,250 1,056,250 746,750.00 2,976,250.00
12/01/2029 1,169,500 1,056,500 749,500.00 2,975,500.00
12/01/2030 1,178,750 1,050,750 745,500.00 2,975,000.00
12/01/2031 1,180,250 1,794,250 2,974,500.00
12/01/2032 1,174,250 1,799,500 2,973,750.00
12/01/2033 1,176,000 1,801,500 2,977,500.00
12/01/2034 3,010,250 3,010,250.00
12/01/2035 3,015,250 3,015,250.00
12/01/2036 3,013,500 3,013,500.00

21,057,475 30,311,175 11,213,957.50 62,582,607.50
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ESCROW REQUIREMENTS

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Period Principal
Ending Principal Interest Redeemed Total

12/31/2015 53,478.33 14,755,000.00 14,808,478.33
06/01/2016 527,034.38 527,034.38
12/01/2016 145,000.00 527,034.38 672,034.38
06/01/2017 523,409.38 523,409.38
12/01/2017 155,000.00 523,409.38 678,409.38
06/01/2018 519,534.38 519,534.38
12/01/2018 165,000.00 519,534.38 684,534.38
06/01/2019 515,244.38 515,244.38
12/01/2019 170,000.00 515,244.38 685,244.38
06/01/2020 510,484.38 510,484.38
12/01/2020 180,000.00 510,484.38 690,484.38
06/01/2021 505,309.38 505,309.38
12/01/2021 185,000.00 505,309.38 14,090,000.00 14,780,309.38

1,000,000.00 6,255,510.89 28,845,000.00 36,100,510.89
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ESCROW COST

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Type of Maturity Par Total
Security Date Amount Rate Cost

SLGS 12/31/2015 14,808,478 14,808,478.00
SLGS 06/01/2016 363,396 0.100% 363,396.00
SLGS 12/01/2016 507,259 0.260% 507,259.00
SLGS 06/01/2017 359,952 0.460% 359,952.00
SLGS 12/01/2017 515,781 0.650% 515,781.00
SLGS 06/01/2018 358,581 0.840% 358,581.00
SLGS 12/01/2018 525,088 1.020% 525,088.00
SLGS 06/01/2019 358,476 1.200% 358,476.00
SLGS 12/01/2019 530,626 1.360% 530,626.00
SLGS 06/01/2020 359,475 1.510% 359,475.00
SLGS 12/01/2020 542,189 1.660% 542,189.00
SLGS 06/01/2021 361,514 1.800% 361,514.00
SLGS 12/01/2021 14,639,767 1.920% 14,639,767.00

34,230,582 34,230,582.00

Purchase Cost of Cash Total
Date Securities Deposit Escrow Cost

12/01/2015 34,230,582 0.38 34,230,582.38

34,230,582 0.38 34,230,582.38
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ESCROW SUFFICIENCY

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Escrow Net Escrow Excess Excess
Date Requirement Receipts Receipts Balance

12/01/2015 0.38 0.38 0.38
12/31/2015 14,808,478.33 14,808,478.00 -0.33 0.05
06/01/2016 527,034.38 527,034.59 0.21 0.26
12/01/2016 672,034.38 672,034.76 0.38 0.64
06/01/2017 523,409.38 523,408.89 -0.49 0.15
12/01/2017 678,409.38 678,410.00 0.62 0.77
06/01/2018 519,534.38 519,533.71 -0.67 0.10
12/01/2018 684,534.38 684,534.67 0.29 0.39
06/01/2019 515,244.38 515,244.72 0.34 0.73
12/01/2019 685,244.38 685,243.86 -0.52 0.21
06/01/2020 510,484.38 510,484.60 0.22 0.43
12/01/2020 690,484.38 690,484.56 0.18 0.61
06/01/2021 505,309.38 505,309.39 0.01 0.62
12/01/2021 14,780,309.38 14,780,308.76 -0.62

36,100,510.89 36,100,510.89 0.00
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ESCROW STATISTICS

City of Sonoma Successor Agency
Tax Allocation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015

Modified Yield to Yield to Perfect Value of
Total Duration PV of 1 bp Receipt Disbursement Escrow Negative Cost of

Escrow Escrow Cost (years) change Date Date Cost Arbitrage Dead Time

Refunding Series 2003 Bonds, Global Proceeds Escrow:
14,808,478.33 0.083 123.40 14,762,473.37 46,004.96

Refunding Series 2011 Bonds, Global Proceeds Escrow:
19,422,104.05 4.986 9,680.84 1.826192% 1.826192% 17,646,438.73 1,775,665.24 0.08

34,230,582.38 9,804.24 32,408,912.10 1,821,670.20 0.08

Delivery date 12/01/2015
Arbitrage yield 3.768870%
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Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 
David Goodison, Planning Director 

Agenda Item Title 
Discussion, consideration, and possible action to Increase regulations on the use of leaf blowers. 

Summary 
At the Council meeting of March 2nd, a review of the City’s regulations concerning leaf-blowers was 
presented based on request by Mayor Pro-tem Gallian to revisit the issue. Following staff’s 
presentation, Council accepted public comment on reopening the options for additional regulations.  
On a vote of 3-2 (Cook-Edwards dissenting), Council directed staff to return the item on a future 
agenda with options and additional information, including a review of the rules within other Sonoma 
County jurisdictions. Staff has surveyed other agencies in and around Sonoma County and has 
prepared a matrix included as an attachment. From staff’s research, should the Council wish to 
modify current regulations, options open for Council consideration may include: 

1) Further limitation on hours/days of operation. 
2) Further lowering of decibel levels. (Note: significantly lower decibel limits may not be 

technically feasible except through a ban on gas power leaf-blowers.) 
3) Limiting leaf-blower use to Commercial and Mixed Use zones only. 
4) Prohibit leaf-blowers powered by an internal combustion engine or by a portable or mobile 

generator powered by an internal combustion engine (basis of 2013 Ordinance). 
5) Adopt regulations prohibiting leaf-blowers from being operated in a manner that directs dust 

and debris onto any neighboring parcel or public street. (Note: the City Council had 
previously agreed to this direction, but since it was included in the ordinance banning on gas-
powered leaf-blowers that failed in 2013, it was never implemented.) 

Since 2010, the regulation of leaf-blowers has been an on-going subject of discussion by the City 
Council. In 2013, the Council directed staff to prepare an ordinance banning the use of gas-powered 
leaf-blowers within city limits. This ordinance was subsequently introduced by the City Council, but 
on the second reading and motion for adoption, held at the meeting of October 21, 2013, the 
ordinance failed on a vote of 2-3. Included with this agenda report are the agenda staff reports from 
the Council meetings of Sept 4, 2013, October 7, 2013 and October 21, 2013 as background 
information on that failed ordinance.  

Recommended Council Action 
Council discretion. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
Undetermined at this time; based on Council direction. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
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Attachments: 
Background Information: 
Survey of Regulations from other Agencies 
Supplemental Report (from March 2, 2015) 
Ordinance from 2013 (Not Adopted) 
Agenda Reports from September 4, October 7 and October 21, 2013 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Alignment with Council Goals:   

POLICY & LEADERSHIP 
Provide continuing leadership as elected officials and residents of the community. 

cc: 
 

 



Survey of Leaf-blower Regulations in Sonoma County 7/13/15

Agency Name Regulations 

(Yes or No)

Hours of Operation of Power Equipment Notes

County of Sonoma No The County Code does not address leaf blowers or power 

equipment.The definition of Objectionable Activities" includes "loud 

noise between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m".

Sebastopol No Noise Ordinance does not regulate power 

equipment.

The Noise Ordinance has a definition for "Domestic Power 

Equipment", which includes leaf-blowers, but it does not set forth any  

special standards or restrictions. 

Santa Rosa No Noise Ordinance does not regulate power 

equipment.

Prohibition on loud and and unusual noise, but no specific decibel 

limits..

Windsor No Noise Ordinance does not regulate power 

equipment.

The Municipal Code has a "disturbing the peace" prohibition that 

includes loud noises, but it does not set forth time limits or decibel 

levels.

Petaluma Yes Performance Standards regulates time of leaf 

blowers: Mon-Fri 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Weekend 

and holidays 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.

60 DB is the normal maximum in residential zones, but allowance is 

made for higher levels for limited periods of time.

Rohnert Park Yes Allowed  8 a.m. to 8 p.m. M-F, 9 a.m. to 8 

p.m., Saturday and Sunday.

Not clear if decibel limit applies.

Cotati No No regulations that address leaf blowers or power equipment. Overal 

DB limit of 65 in residential areas, up to 70 DB allowed for "short-

duration events" between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m.

Cloverdale No Does not have a Noise Ordinance.

Healdsburg Yes Residential gardening activities conducted by 

the owner/occupants and outside 

contractors is permitted between the hours 

of 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., to include power 

mowers, pressure washers, and other power 

apparatus.

Municipal Code Section 9.32.070.B.  



Nearby Cities

Town of Tiberon Yes Nine a.m. and four p.m. Gas powered leaf blowers are prohibited In residential areas.  "It is 

unlawful for any property owner or employee, agent or contractor 

working for

a property owner to operate or authorize the operation of any 

electrically-powered leaf blower or any electrically-powered hedge 

trimmer within any residential area except between the hours of nine City of Mill Valley Yes Allowed only between the hours of 7:00 a.m. 

and 9:00 p.m. on weekdays and between the 

hours of 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. on 

Saturdays, and on Sundays and legal holidays

Gas Powered Blowers are prohibited. "Noise Arising From Residential 

Activities. Certain types of activities and noise sources associated 

with residential living, although not considered acceptable by most 

residential inhabitants, are, nevertheless, tolerated. It is the purpose 

of this section to allow these noise sources to persist, however, at 

controlled noise levels and at specified times. The general noise limits 

of Table A-2 and the specified adjustments of subsection B of Section 

7.16.060 apply to the noise sources listed in Table A-4 below, except 

during the time periods specified. The higher noise limits listed in 

Table A-4 are allowed only between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 

p.m. on weekdays and between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

on Saturdays, and on Sundays and legal holidays as designated in 

Table A-4."



SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 

(From Prior City Council meeting of March 2, 2015) 

 
Discussion, consideration, and possible action on the question of whether to revisit the 

regulation of leaf-blowers 
 

 
Background 

 
A review of the City’s regulations concerning leaf-blowers has been requested by Mayor Pro-
tem Gallian and to facilitate this discussion staff has prepared background information on the 
subject. Since 2010, the regulation of leaf-blowers has been an on-going subject of discussion by 
the City Council. In the most recent review, which occurred in 2013, the Council directed staff to 
prepare an ordinance banning the use of gas-powered leaf-blowers within city limits. This ordi-
nance was subsequently introduced by the City Council, but a motion for adoption, held at the 
meeting of October 21, 2013, failed on a vote of 2-3, and the matter was dropped.  
 
The City’s leaf-blower regulations were last amended in 2011, at which time more restrictive 
hours were established and the maximum allowed decibel level was reduced. The table below 
summarizes the existing regulations. 

 
Leaf Blower Regulations 

Limit Residential Commercial and Mixed Use Parks and Public 

Hours/
Days 

Monday – Saturday: 9 a.m. – 
4 p.m. Prohibited on Sundays 
and city-designated holidays. 

Monday – Friday: 7 a.m. – 11 
p.m. Prohibited on Saturdays, 
Sundays, and city-designated 
holidays. 

Monday – Friday: 7 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Prohibited on Saturdays, 
Sundays and city-designated 
holidays. 

Decibel 
Level 

70 dDA at 50 feet 70 dDA at 50 feet 70 dDA at 50 feet 

 
Note: With respect to noise limitations, the former standard of 90 decibels measured at the property line 
was lowered to 70 decibels, measured at 50 feet from the noise source, with the revised standard appli-
cable to all forms of residential power equipment (e.g., lawnmowers, chain saws, weed-eaters, etc.). 
 
In addition, the 2011 regulations imposed a requirement on landscape contractors to have the 
name and phone number of their business prominently displayed on maintenance vehicles. Alt-
hough the decibel limit on residential power equipment is standardized, the allowed hours for the 
use of leaf blowers are more restrictive. 
 
Defining the Problem 

 
If the City Council does wish to revisit the leaf blower regulations, discussion and direction on 
the issues to be addressed would be helpful in defining an appropriate outcome. In previous dis-
cussions, three main concerns have been raised with regard to leaf-blowers: 
 
1. Noise. Leaf blowers can be noisy, whether they are gas powered or electric. As discussed 

above, the decibel limits apply to all forms of residential power equipment, not just leaf-
blowers. However, it is possible that leaf-blowers are used more frequently than other forms 
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of powered landscaping equipment. It is also the case that electric leaf-blowers tend to be less 
noisy than gas-powered varieties. 

 
2. Emissions. Gas-powered leaf-blowers typically use the same type of two-stroke engine 

found in a lawn mower, which makes it difficult, at least in staff’s view, to single out leaf 
blowers as being uniquely polluting. (It should be noted that in the year 2000, emission 
standards were significantly upgraded for all forms of gas-powered residential power equip-
ment.) However, as discussed above, it may be that leaf blowers are used more frequently 
than other forms of residential power equipment. 

 
3. Dust Generation. Leaf blowers are not unique in that they stir up dust, but they are more 

problematic in that regard than most other types of landscaping equipment. Whether gas-
powered or electric, by design leaf-blowers cause particulate matter to be blown into the air. 
In a previous review of this issue, staff identified only one study that measured this effect in a 
quantified manner (Determination of Particulate Emission Rates for Leaf Blowers; Fitz, 
2006). According to this study, leaf-blowers produce particulate spikes immediately upon 
use, as would be expected. The report also found that particulate levels subsided to normal 
conditions relatively quickly, typically reaching 90% of normal within 30 minutes.  

 
Use of Leaf Blowers by City Forces 

 
The City’s Public Works Department uses gas-powered leaf-blowers for a variety of purposes, 
including cleaning sidewalks and trails within City cemeteries, cleaning debris from roofs and 
gutters, and cleaning street surfaces as part of the preparation for striping and other painting, 
crack sealing, and placing asphalt patches. From the perspective of the Public Works Depart-
ment, the use of leaf-blowers to quickly clear Plaza sidewalks after wind events is of great im-
portance in order to remove trip-and-fall hazards.  That said, the Public Works Director has 
determined that it would be feasible to switch to electric leaf-blowers, although there would be 
some cost involved in the purchase of new equipment. The cost issue is detailed in the Financial 
Impacts discussion. 
 

Landscape Contractors and Residents 

 
Staff would note that in the course of the previous reviews of leaf-blower regulations, many local 
landscape contractors expressed opposition to a ban on leaf-blowers or a targeted ban on gas-
powered leaf-blowers. If the Council is interested revisiting leaf-blower regulations and possibly 
considering a ban on certain types of leaf-blowers, outreach to local landscape contractors should 
be part of the process. An unknown number of residents within city limits own and use leaf-
blowers. If a ban on gas-powered leaf-blowers is contemplated, staff would suggest that consid-
eration be given to a transition period in order to provide an opportunity to educate affected par-
ties about the new rules as well as time to secure replacement equipment. 
 
Enforcement 

 
As discussed above, the City attempts to achieve compliance with the current regulations primar-
ily through education. Local landscape contractors were invited to participate in the 2011 review 
of leaf-blower regulations and, following their adoption, the City has conducted an annual mail-
ing to the contractors reminding them of the regulations. When noise complaints do occur, it is 
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the Police Department that responds. A review of noise complaints from January 2012 to July 
2013 found that out of 157 noise-related complaints, 16 were attributable to leaf blowers. In 
those cases where the operator was identified, they were advised of the regulations. To date, no 
citations have been issued for a violation of the leaf-blower regulations. According to the Police 
Chief, changing the current regulations to ban gas-powered leaf-blowers will have little or no 
effect on the enforcement process, neither simplifying it nor complicating it. 
 
Financial Impacts of a Ban on Gas-powered Leaf-blowers 

 
In 2013, the Public Works Director has researched the cost of switching to industrial-grade bat-
tery-powered leaf-blowers and estimates it to be approximately $10,000: 
 
    6 blower units at $300 each  $1,800 
 6 quad power packs at $500 each $3,000 
 12 additional power packs at $200 each $2,400 
 12 rapid chargers at $100 each  $1,200 
 6 harnesses and straps at $200 each  $1,200 
 Total: $9,600 

 
In addition, the City contracts out for the maintenance of eight of its sixteen parks and for its af-
fordable senior apartment project. In the event that a ban on gas-powered leaf-blowers is adopt-
ed, it is possible that contract maintenance costs could increase. If a ban on all types of leaf-
blowers were imposed, it is likely that maintenance contact costs would increase.  
 
Recommendation 

 
This item is before the City Council for discussion, in order to determine whether there is interest 
on the part of a Council majority in revising the current regulations on leaf-blowers.  Direction 
should be given to staff should any future action be necessary. 
 
 



 

 

CITY OF SONOMA 
ORDINANCE NO. XX - 2013 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SONOMA AMENDING CHAPTER 9.56 

OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE BY ESTABLISHING ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS ON THE USE 
AND OPERATION OF LEAFBLOWERS 

 
The City Council of the City of Sonoma hereby ordains as follows: 

 
Section 1.  Chapter 9.56 of the Sonoma Municipal Code is hereby revised as set forth below 
(underlining and strikeouts indicated amended text): 
 

9.56.080 Other limitations. 
 
A. Limitations on the Idling of Commercial Vehicles. When parked within 100 feet of a 
residential zoning district, a driver of a commercial vehicle shall not cause or allow an 
engine to idle for more than five consecutive minutes, except as necessary for the loading or 
unloading of cargo within a period not to exceed 30 minutes. 
 
B. Public Rights-of-Way. The direction of any amplified, transmitted or recorded sound 
toward a public right-of-way from a business adjacent to such right-of-way is prohibited. 
  
C. Limitations on types of leafblowers. The use of leafblowers powered by an internal 
combustion engine or by a portable or mobile generator powered by internal combustion 
shall be prohibited. 
 
D. Limitations on use of leafblowers. No leafblower shall be operated in a manner that 
directs dust and debris onto any neighboring parcel or a public street. 

 
Section 2. Exemption from Environmental Review. 
 
The amendments to the Municipal Code effected by this ordinance are exempt from 
environmental review pursuant to Section (b)(3) of title 14 of the California Code of 
Regulations, as it can be determined with certainty that there is no possibility that establishing 
more restrictive regulations on leaf blowers, as defined, may have a significant effect on 
the environment. 
 
Section 3.  Effective Date. 
 
This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days from and after the date of its passage. 
However, the enforcement of section 9.56.080.C shall not commence until January 1, 2014. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Sonoma this ___th 
day of October, 2013. 

 
       _______________________________ 
       Ken Brown, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Gay Johann, City Clerk 











































 

  
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact 
 Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 
Councilmembers’ Reports on Committee Activities. 

Summary 
Council members will report on activities, if any, of the various committees to which they are assigned. 

MAYOR COOK MPT  GALLIAN CLM. AGRIMONTI CLM. EDWARDS CLM.  HUNDLEY 

City Audit Committee ABAG Delegate North Bay Watershed 
Association 

ABAG Alternate Sonoma Clean Power Alt. 

City Facilities Committee Cittaslow Sonoma Valley 
Advisory Council, Alt. 

Sonoma County Health 
Action & SV Health 
Roundtable 

Cittaslow Sonoma Valley 
Advisory Council 

Sonoma County M & C 
Assoc. Legislative 
Committee 

LOCC North Bay Division 
Liaison 

City Audit Committee Sonoma County Trans. & 
Regional Climate Protection 
Authority, Alternate 

City Facilities Committee S. V. Citizens Advisory 
Commission 

Oversight Board to the 
Dissolved CDA 

LOCC North Bay Division 
Liaison, Alternate 

Sonoma County Waste 
Management Agency 

 S.V. Economic Dev. 
Steering Committee, Alt. 

Sonoma Clean Power 

 
Oversight Board to the 
Dissolved CDA, Alt. 

VOM Water District Ad Hoc 
Committee, Alternate 

 S. V. Library Advisory 
Committee, Alternate 

Sonoma County Mayors &  
Clm. Assoc. BOD 

Sonoma County Mayors &  
Clm. Assoc. BOD, Alt. 

Water Advisory Committee, 
Alternate 

  

Sonoma Disaster Council Sonoma County M & C 
Assoc. Legislative 
Committee, Alt. 

   

Sonoma Housing 
Corporation 

Sonoma County Trans. 
Authority & Regional 
Climate Protection Authority 

   

Sonoma Valley Citizens 
Advisory Comm. Alt. 

Sonoma Disaster Council, 
Alternate 

   

S.V.C. Sanitation District 
BOD 

Sonoma Housing 
Corporation 

   

S.V. Economic Dev. 
Steering Committee 

S.V.C. Sanitation District 
BOD, Alt. 

   

S.V. Fire & Rescue 
Authority Oversight 
Committee 

S.V. Fire & Rescue 
Authority Oversight 
Committee 

    

S. V. Library Advisory 
Committee 

LOCC North Bay Division, 
LOCC E-Board  (M & C 
Appointment) 

   

 Ag Preservation and Open 
Space (M & C Appointment) 

   

 VOM Water District Ad Hoc 
Committee 

   

 Water Advisory Committee    
 

Recommended Council Action – Receive Reports  

Attachments:  None 
 

Agenda Item:          9 
Meeting Date:         07/20/2015 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 
Agenda Item Summary 
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