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  CITY OF SONOMA 
DESIGN REVIEW AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
March  17, 2015 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West, Sonoma, CA 
MINUTES 

 
Chair Barnett called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Roll Call: 
 

Present: Chair Barnett,  Comms. Randolph,  Anderson, McDonald, Johnson , 
Tippell 

Absent:  
Others 
Present: 

Planning Director Goodison, Administrative Assistant Morris  

 
Chair Barnett stated that no new items would be heard after 10:30 p.m. unless the Design Review and Historic 
Preservation Commission so decides. Any decisions made tonight can be appealed within 15 days to the City 
Council. He reminded everyone to turn off cell phones and pagers.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mary Martinez, resident, requested that the Commission consider 
developing design guidelines for applicants to follow in the Historic District.  She noted Pasadena as a good 
example where there are historic design guidelines for every neighborhood. She suggested a “Certificate of 
appropriateness” standard in light of the recent webcam placed on a historic building across from the Plaza.  
 
Patricia Cullinan, resident, agreed with Mary Martinez and supported design guidelines for the Historic Districts 
in Sonoma.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Comm. Tippell made a motion to approve the Minutes of July 15, 2014 as 
submitted.  Comm. Randolph seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

CHANGES TO AGENDA ORDER: None 
CORRESPONDENCE: Late mail on Item #2 and #3. 
 
Item #1- Sign Review-Consideration of a new monument sign for a mixed-use building at 19230 Sonoma 
Highway.  
 
Applicant:  Audrey Lee 
 
Robert Sanders, Robert Sanders & Company, discussed that the new sign incorporated other adjoining 
businesses.  
 
Planning Director Goodison presented the staff report. 
 
Chair Barnett opened the public comment. 
 
No public comment. 
 
Chair Barnett closed the public comment.  
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All Commissioners supported the sign and said it is an improvement.  
 
Comm. Tippell made a motion to approve the sign as submitted. Comm. Johnson seconded. The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 
 
Item #2 – Consideration of a wall sign for a restaurant (B & V Whiskey Bar & Grille) at 400 First Street 
East.   
 
Applicant: Codi Binkley 
 
Planning Director Goodison presented the staff report. 
 
Chair Barnett opened the item to public comment. 
 
No public comment.  
 
Chair closed the item to public comment. 
 
Comm. Anderson liked the scale and the link fits the building and the space and is an improvement. 
 
Comm. Tippell is satisfied with the replacement sign and will help with the branding which was the original goal. 
 
Comm. Johnson concurred with Comms. Tippell and Anderson and supported the proposal.  
 
Chair Barnett appreciated the effort of the applicant.  
 
Comm. Johnson made a motion to approve the application as submitted. Comm. Anderson seconded. The 
motion was unanimously approved. 
 
 
 
Item #3  – Consideration of design review and outdoor lighting of commercial building (Pangloss Cellars) 
at 35 East Napa Street. 
 
Applicant: Enterra Associates 
 
Planning Director Goodison presented the staff report. 
 
Chair Barnett  opened the item to public comment. 
 
Patricia Cullinan, resident, supported the proposal and felt it is a successful addition to the Plaza District.   
 
Mary Martinez, resident, felt the applicant “listened to the concerns” and improved the plan.  
 
Alice Duffee, Historical Consultant, was present but did not address the Commission. 
 
Chair Barnett closed the item to public comment. 
 
Comm. Johnson thanked the applicant for working with Mary Martinez and Patricia Cullinan to insure that the 
Historic Buildings are preserved in Sonoma.  
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Comm. Tippell is comfortable with the overall design elements.  
 
Comm. Randolph appreciated the flexibility of the applicant and is pleased with the proposed upgrades to the 
building.  
 
Comm. Anderson commended the applicant for staying on course and described the process as an “architectural 
journey”.  
 
Chair Barnett said the course taken has gone well.  
 
Comm. Tippell made a motion to approve the revised submittal with the recommendation to use Smokey Taupe 
(983) and all the finishes as presented. Comm.  Randolph   seconded. The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Item #4- Discussion Item- Discussion and review of sign regulations related to portable freestanding 
signs.  
 
Planning Director Goodison presented the staff report. 
 
The update was received by the commission. 
 
Item #5- Discussion Item- Discussion and review of interior remodels and demolitions and potentially 
related to the Certified Local Government program. 
 
Planning Director Goodison presented the staff report. 
 
There is nothing in the Development Code that gives the DRHPC authority to review the interior of buildings but 
it is reviewed by the City’s Building Department.  
 
 
 
 
Planning Director Goodison  reported the following; 
 
1. Webcam on Maya restaurant building.  
 
Comm. Tippell questioned if the building owner gave authorization for the use. 
 
2. Draft RFP to hire consultant for Downtown Design Guidelines.  
 
3. Tree removal application from Sonoma Court Shops for Broadway trees.  
 

 Comments from the Audience: Patricia Cullinan thanked Planning Director Goodison for all the productive 
efforts for developing the downtown design guidelines.  
 
Chair Barnett made a motion to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.  
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. to the next regular meeting scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 21, 2015. 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular meeting of the 
Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission on the  16th day of February, 2016. 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Cristina Morris, Administrative Assistant 
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