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  CITY OF SONOMA 
DESIGN REVIEW AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
May 19, 2015 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West, Sonoma, CA 
MINUTES 

 
Chair Randolph called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Roll Call: 
 

Present: Chair Randolph, Comms. Anderson, McDonald, Johnson , Tippell 

Absent: Chair Barnett 

Others 
Present: 

Associate Planner Atkins, Planning Director Goodison, Administrative 
Assistant Morris  

 
Chair Randolph stated that no new items would be heard after 10:30 p.m. unless the Design Review and Historic 
Preservation Commission so decides. Any decisions made tonight can be appealed within 15 days to the City 
Council. He reminded everyone to turn off cell phones and pagers.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: No Public Comment. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

 
Item #1- Consideration of a residential off-site real estate sign at 432 East Napa Street 
 
Applicant: Richard and Kimberly Clark  
 
Associate Planner Atkins presented the staff report. 
 
Richard Clark, resident, felt more signage will help direct more potential homebuyers to the property for sale.  
 
Chair Randolph opened the item to public comment. 
 
No public comment.  
 
Chair Randolph closed the item to public comment.  
 
All the commissioners agreed that an off-site real estate sign will increase visibility.  
 
Comm. Johnson made a motion to approve the sign. Comm. Anderson seconded. The motion carried 
unanimously (5-0).  
 
Item #2 – Consideration of two wall signs for a commercial building (The Theater School) 19485 Sonoma 
Highway Suite F  
 
Applicant: Elizabeth Oberlin 
 
Associate Planner Atkins presented the staff report. 
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Elizabeth Oberlin, business owner, proposed two hanging signs to advertise her business. 
 
Chair Randolph opened the item to public comment. 
 
No public comment. 
 
Chair Randolph closed the item to public comment. 
 
Comms. Tippell and Johnson felt the proposal is consistent with the sign regulations. 
 
Comm. Anderson recommended the property owner consider a uniform sign program. 
 
Chair Randolph agreed with Comm. Anderson that a uniform sign program would be beneficial. 
 
Comm. Tippell made a motion to approve the application as submitted. Comm. Johnson seconded. The motion 
carried unanimously (5-0).  
 

 
Item #3  – Consideration of two wall signs and a projecting sign for a commercial building (Sonoma 
Grille) at 165 West Napa Street 
 
Applicant: Sonoma Grille/Sonoma Signs  
 
Associated Planner Atkins presented the staff report. 
 
Rose Jager, Sonoma Signs, selected a neutral type sign for the new restaurant that reflected the simplicity of the 
food menu.   
 
Comm. Tippell confirmed with the applicant that the building will be painted for maintenance reasons.  
 
Chair Randolph opened the item to public comment. 
 
No public comment. 
 
Chair Randolph closed the item to public comment. 
 
Comm. Tippell is pleased with the sign companies work with local restaurants and is satisfied that a third sign 
will anchor the building. She viewed as a great addition to the Plaza area. 
 
Comms. Anderson and Johnson concurred with Comm. Tippell’s comments.  
 
Chair Randolph agreed the new signage is a great addition to the Plaza. 
 
Comm. Anderson made a motion to approve the application as submitted. Comm. Johnson seconded. The 
motion carried unanimously (5-0) 
 

Item #4-  Design review of proposed alterations and an addition to a residence at 481 San Lorenzo Court 
 
Applicant: Valerie Ho  
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Associate Planner Atkins presented the staff report. 
 
Chair Randolph inquired if the proposed changes complied with the Historic Overlay District regulations.  
 
Valerie Ho, applicant/homeowner, felt since in her opinion the home size is obsolete the addition of a bedroom 
and bathroom is a vast improvement. The home is in a flood zone.   
 
Chair Randolph opened the item to public comment. 
 
No public comment. 
 
Chair Randolph closed the item to public comment 
 
Comm. Anderson agreed with the applicant that adding more space will make it more livable. 
 
Comm. Johnson is satisfied with the design.   
 
Comm. Tippell is pleased with the materials selected.  
 
Comm. Tippell made a motion to accept the project as submitted.  Comm. Anderson seconded. The motion 
carried unanimously (5-0).  
 
Item # 5 – Consideration of modifications to an approved sign and design review for a retail business 
(Corner 103) at 103 West Napa Street. 

 
Applicant: Llyod Davis   
 
Robert Sanders, Robert Sanders & Company, representing Lloyd Davis business owner, explained the design is 
intended to simplify the front elevation and  second story awnings (previously approved by the DRHPC) are 
removed from the application. A building and encroachment permit are required for the work. 
 
Chair Randolph opened the public comment. 
 
No public comment.  
 
Chair Randolph closed the public comment. 
 
Comms. Johnson and Tippell appreciated the changes and viewed as an improvement.  
 
Comm. Tippell and Chair Randolph are pleased with the white trim on the East side of the building. 
 
Comm. Anderson is satisfied with the sign modifications.  
 
Chair Randolph is pleased with the white trim selected.  
 
Comm. Johnson made a motion to approve as submitted subject to the conditions of approval.  
Comm. Tippell seconded. The motion carried unanimously (5-0).  
 
Item # 6- Consideration of a landscape plan for three residential units at 830 Broadway 
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Comm. Anderson recused due to proximity and left the room.  
 
Applicant: Diane Merlo  
 
Ron Wellander, Landscape Architect, selected the Zelkova serrata street tree because it was on the approved 
tree list and there is enough space in a 36 inch box to grow.  
 
Comm. Tippell confirmed with Ron Wellander that the Zelkova serrata is deciduous. 
 
Chair Randolph opened the item for public comment.  
 
No public comment. 
 
Chair Randolph closed the item for public comment.  
 
Comms. Johnson and Tippell approved the tree selection.   
 
Chair Randolph agreed with her fellow commissioners and was especially fond of the dogwood and monumental 
tree in  front. 
 
Comm. Tippell made a motion to approve the landscape plan as submitted. Comm. Johnson seconded. The 
motion carried unanimously (5-0).  

    
   Comm. Anderson returned to the dais. 
 
   Election of Officers:  
   
Comments from the Audience:  
 
Patricia Cullinan, resident, is disappointed with the report in Item #4 since it was not specific enough in regards 
to workmanship and materials.    
 

Chair Randolph appreciated Patricia Cullinan’s comments. 
 

Adjournment: Chair Tippell made a motion to adjourn at 7:42 p.m. to the next regular meeting scheduled for 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 16 , 2015. Comm. Anderson seconded. The motion carried unanimously (5-0).  
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular meeting of the 
Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission on the 17th day of May 2016.      
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Cristina Morris, Administrative Assistant 


