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      CITY OF SONOMA 

DESIGN REVIEW AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING 

September 15, 2015  
Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West, Sonoma, CA 

 
MINUTES 

 
Chair Barnett called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.   
 
Roll Call: 
 

Present: Chair Barnett, Comms. Anderson, Johnson, Randolph, Tippell, Essert 
(Alternate) 

Absent:  

Others 
Present: 

Associate Planner Atkins, Administrative Assistant Morris  

 
Chair Barnett stated that no new items would be heard after 10:30 p.m. unless the Design 
Review and Historic Preservation Commission so decides. Any decisions made tonight can be 
appealed within 15 days to the City Council. He reminded everyone to turn off cell phones and 
pagers.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: None  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Comm. Randolph made a motion to approve the minutes of August 
18, 2015.  Comm. Tippell seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted.   

CHANGES TO AGENDA ORDER: None 

CORRESPONDENCE: None 
 
Item #1–Consideration of a new monument sign for a mixed use building at 430 West 
Napa Street.  
 
Applicant: Sonoma Signs/ Extraordinary Ventures California 
 
Associate Planner Atkins presented staff’s report.   
 
Comm. Johnson confirmed with staff that a six foot setback is required.  
 
Chair Barnett opened the item to public comment.  
 
Rose Jager, Sonoma Signs, described the proposed modifications to the sign and said the 
square footage of the sign will be less than the previous sign.  
 
Chair Barnett closed the item to public comment. 
 
Comms. Johnson and Tippell are satisfied with the placement of the new monument sign. 
 
Comm. Anderson viewed the shape and configuration of the new sign as an improvement.   
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Comm. Randolph and Chair Barnett agreed with Comms. Anderson, Tippell and Johnson’s 
comments.  
 
Comm. Tippell made a motion to approve the proposal as submitted subject to the conditions of 
approval. Comm. Randolph seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted (6-0).  
 
Item # 2- Consideration of a new monument sign for a mixed use building at 276 East 
Napa Street.  
 
Applicant: Sonoma Community Center 
 
Associate Planner Atkins presented staff’s report.   
 
Chair Barnett confirmed with staff that the project is in the Historic Overlay District.  
 
Chair Barnett opened the item to public comment.  
 
Bob Sanders, Robert Sanders & Company/Sonoma Community Center representative, said the 
sign will be illuminated from dusk to 10 p.m.  
 
Roger Heigel, resident, discussed the plan with neighbors concerned with alterations to the 
façade of the building. He felt the new marquis will help market the programs offered at the 
Sonoma Community Center.  
  
Comm. Randolph confirmed with Mr. Heigel that the illumination is internal not external. 
 
Chair Barnett asked how frequently the sign language will change.  
 
Comm. Randolph valued having a large  message board.  
 
Comm. Tippell wondered if the new sign is similar to the existing sign.  
 
Chair Barnett suggested reversing the colors on the reader board from black to white. 
 
Chair Barnett closed the item to public comment. 
 
Comm. Johnson welcomed the project team back and appreciated the positive outreach to the 
neighbors and the revisions made.  
 
Comms. Tippell and Anderson appreciated preserving the brick and supported the new sign.  
 
Comm. Randolph liked the new logo.   
 
Chair Barnett did not favor an internal illuminated sign, especially in historic residential areas, 
but agreed with his fellow commissioners that the modified sign is an improvement.  
 
Comms. McDonald and Chair Barnett were pleased with the colors selected.  
 
Comm. Johnson made a motion to approve the proposal as submitted. Comm. Anderson        
seconded. The motion carried 5-1. Chair Barnett opposed.  
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Item # 3- Consideration of two freestanding signs for a commercial building at 156 East 
Napa Street. 
 
Applicant: Sharna Haver  
 
Associate Planner Atkins presented staff’s report. 
 
Robert Sanders, Robert Sanders & Company, used the City’s building façade program to 
preserve the integrity of the historical building.  
 
Comm. Randolph confirmed with the applicant that there are two small lights under the sign.   
 
Chair Barnett opened the item to public comment.  
 
No public comment.  
 
Chair Barnett closed the item to public comment. 
 
Comms. Randolph and Anderson supported the sign program and envisioned some benefits for 
other tenants.  
 
Comm. Tippell and Chair Barnett valued the simplicity of the signage and respect for design 
guidelines in the historic district in the proposal.  
 
Chair Barnett closed the item to public comment. 
 
Comm. Randolph made a motion to approve two freestanding signs for a commercial building 
located at 156 East Napa Street as submitted with the allowances for one additional projecting 
sign located at the rear of the building. Comm. Tippell seconded. The motion was unanimously 
adopted (6-0).  
          
Item # 4- Consideration of a design review and new signs for a commercial building 
(Fletcher Rhodes) at 1177 Broadway. 
 
Applicant:  Emily Mughannam 
 
Associate Planner Atkins presented staff’s report. 
 
Chair Barnett opened the item to public comment.  
 
Emily Mughannam, applicant, envisioned the replacement signs drawing more attention to her 
commercial business.  
 
Chair Barnett closed the item to public comment. 
 
Comm. Johnson viewed the fresh paint as an enhancement. 
 
Comm. Tippell preferred the original design, blue color, and window detailing.  
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Comm. Anderson agreed with his fellow commissioners comments. 
 
Comm. Randolph agreed with Comm. Tippell and preferred the original colors that were 
selected.   
 
Comm. Tippell made a motion to approve the proposal as submitted for new signs with a 
recommendation for the first color choice for a mixed use building at 1177 Broadway. Comm. 
Randolph seconded. The motion was unanimously approved (6-0).  
 
Item #5- Consideration of a design review for an apartment building at 286 Perkins Street. 
 
Applicant:  Steve and Terri Holifield 
 
Associate Planner Atkins presented staff’s report.   
 
Chair Barnett opened the item to public comment.  
 
Terri and Steve Holifield, applicants, said the tenants in the building agreed with the changes.  
 
Comm. Randolph asked if the deck cover will be removed.  
 
Chair Barnett confirmed with the applicant that the existing landscaping will be replaced. 
 
Chair Barnett closed the item to public comment. 
 
Comm. Johnson is satisfied with the project.  
 
Comm. Tippell visited the site and agreed with Comm. Johnson about revamping the 
landscaping.  
 
Comms. Anderson and Randolph agreed with making changes to the windows.  
 
Comms. Randolph, McDonald, Anderson and Chair Barnett said the development is well 
integrated in the neighborhood and had an “inviting feel”. 
 
Comm. Tippell made a motion to approve the proposal as submitted with a suggestion to  
provide a different front door color and a lighter trim color. Comm. Randolph seconded. The 
motion was unanimously approved (6-0).  
 
Terri Holifield confirmed with staff that the motion included only “suggestions to the applicant” 
not requirements.    
 
# 6- Landscape Review Consideration of a landscape plan for an office and storage 
building (3 Badge Beverage Company) at 32 Patten Street      
   
Associate Planner Atkins presented staff’s report. 
 
August Sebastiani, business owner, described the new use for the space.  
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June King, landscape Architect/Principal, Landmark Landscape Company. said the stone work 
is similar to the Sebastiani Winery. She designed an interactive garden setting that will 
incorporate water features. 
 
Chair Barnett opened the item to public comment.  
 
No public comment.  
 
Chair Barnett closed the item to public comment. 
 
Comm. Randolph is pleased with the building renovations and felt the landscaped courtyard 
could be considered a quasi “public space”.  
 
Comms. Tippell, Johnson and Chair Barnett supported all the improvements made. 
 
Comm. Anderson made a motion to approve the landscape plan for an office and storage 
building at 32 Patten Street as submitted. Comm. Johnson seconded. The motion was 
unanimously approved (6-0).  
 
Associate Planner Atkins reported the following:  
 
The City Council will review revisions to the sign ordinance on November 2, 2015.  
 
Adjournment: Chair Barnett made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:09 p.m. The motion 
was unanimously carried. The next regular meeting scheduled is at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
January 20, 2015. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission on the 19th  day of July                 
2016. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
________________________________ 
Cristina Morris, Administrative Assistant   
 


