
                            City of Sonoma Disaster Council 
REGULAR MEETING 

Emergency Operations Center 
175 First Street West 

 
January 8, 2009 

Minutes 
 

Present:   Mayor Ken Brown, City of Sonoma 
  Milenka Bates, Public Works Director 
  Joe Morrison, Fire Department 
  Bret Sackett, Police Department 
  Debra Rogers, City of Sonoma 
  Mickey Breen, Convergent Mobile 
  Sondra Costello, Vintage House  
  Rodger Doncaster, American Red Cross, Sonoma and Mendocino Counties 
  Laurie Gallian, Sonoma City Council  
  Herb Golenpaul, Pueblo Serena Mobile Home Park  
  Darrel Jones, Auxiliary Communications Services 
  Kathleen Hill, Sonoma Valley Food 
  Tim Hunt, Sonoma Valley Hospital 
  Barbara Johnsen, Pets Lifeline 
  Nanci Mathison, Unified School District 
  Mike Medeives, Convergent Mobile   
  Ken McTaggart, Auxiliary Communications Service, ACS Unit Leader 
  Charlene Rundstrom, Creekside Community Disaster Preparedness Committee 
  Bill Rundstrom, Creekside Community Disaster Preparedness Committee  
  John Saguto, American Red Cross, Sonoma and Mendocino Counties 
  Cindy Scarborough, Director, Vintage House Senior Center 
  Bob Smylie, County Department of Emergency Services, OES  
  Mark Stephens, Sonoma Sheriff Search & Rescue  
  Hans Steuck, Chanterelle Community, Member-at-Large    
  Joe Shea, Member at Large 
  Rhonda Stallings, Arroyo Veterinary Hospital 
  Joan Tillman, Sonoma Valley Dog Owners & Guardians (SVDOG)  
  Sarah Tracy, Sonoma Valley Visitors Bureau 
  
1. Call to Order 
Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  
 
2. Comments from the Public 
None 
 
3. Minutes 
The minutes of November 13, 2008, were approved as corrected by consensus.  
 
4. Update on SCOPE – Sonoma Citizens Organized to Prepare for Emergencies  
Joe Morrison, Acting Administrative Captain, SVFRA, SCOPE Program Director, reported that he had 
received many calls as a result of the Index Tribune article about the Emergency Operations Plan.  He has 
added six interested parties who want to participate in the SCOPE community leader training, but needs 
30 people signed up to begin training the end of February, 2009.  
 
 
 
 



Sonoma Disaster Council: Minutes                                                                                                                       January 8, 2009 

2 

 
 5. Update on City Emergency Operations Plan 
 Chief Sackett gave an update on the Emergency Operations Plan (EOP), a project the police department is 
overseeing. He corrected the time table stated in the Index Tribune article, “that the Disaster Council was 
wrapping up the plan” by saying it was overstated.  The plan has not been updated since 2001 and the 
process of updating the document includes coming into compliance with all new regulations. City Staff has 
reviewed the updated draft and recommended changes that are now being incorporated.  He asked for two 
volunteers from the Disaster Council to review this draft document before it goes back to the City Manager, 
who will review the third draft before it goes to the City Council. Ken McTaggart and Mark Stephens 
volunteered. Chief Sackett then summarized the sections of the EOP to include: Management Organization 
and Responsibilities, Hazard Analysis, Emergency Operation Center, and Recovery Operations.  
 

6.  Report from Subcommittees 
Public Information Outreach Subcommittee Public Works Director Bates reported they are working on an 
insert to go with the utility bill regarding disaster preparedness and SCOPE trainings; the Sonoma Water 
Department would distribute it. She added that regular radio addresses on KSVY will be used to keep the 
public informed on current issues. Sondra Costello, Vintage House, reported they are putting together a 
proposal for education seminars, one to be held at the Vintage House and one at the Community Center. 
Depending on public response, the Veteran's Memorial building could be used for a larger group.     
 
Population Demographics Subcommittee: Herb Golenpaul, representing the Emergency Committee of 
Pueblo Serena, said they have made an extensive list of residents at risk in their community; he asked who 
would have access to that list which includes confidential information. Chief Sackett said the importance of 
a list is not the specific names, but the number of people and location of people that could need special 
assistance during a disaster; the information would be kept in the Operations Binder secured in the EOC.  
He said the number of people is sufficient as a bench mark rather than specific names.  
 
Charlene Rundstrom, representing Creekside Community Emergency Committee, said they keep a detailed 
list of the medical needs of 300 of residents in their community; this information is kept in the Community 
Club House. She said this model might work for other senior communities, that medical details are 
available but kept confidential. Joe Morrison expressed his support of the Creekside Community 
emergency plan and welcomed them to participate in the SCOPE trainings.  
 
Bob Smylie, Sonoma County Department of Emergency Services, said they are developing a Care and 
Shelter Program which tries to prepare people who are vulnerable before the disaster happens. They have 
issues of confidentiality also such as how much information people want to release. They are working 
with the Council on Aging and other organizations to ensure that lists that they maintain will be 
accessible to Emergency Services.   
 
John Saguto passed around a Census Bureau report called Thermatic GIS map which shows general cluster 
locations of citizens over 55. Other GIS maps show locations of other identified groups such as single 
parents. They are general but overlays can provide important patterns. Since it is Census Bureau data it is 
not confidential. 
 
Animal Sheltering Preparedness: Rhonda Stallings, Arroyo Veterinary Hospital, provided a written report 
from the Animal Shelter Subcommittee and summarized their progress. For planning purposes, they are 
assuming the scale of a disaster where Sonoma Valley is cut off from all northern county routes.  The 
subcommittee found helpful the work already done by Dr. Eugene Kravis, DVM who in 2001 began 
formulating a focus on animal rescue during a disaster, with a motto “Animal rescue is people rescue.”   
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Speaking for the subcommittee, Dr. Stallings said that their goal is to have a full animal shelter either in, 
or next to designated shelters for evacuees so owners can keep their pets with them - an important aspect 
of educating the public for a successfully evacuation when people know they can bring their pets.  The 
subcommittee would like to know in advance where those locations are to work out these logistics for 
possible shelters.  
 
Barbara Johnsen, Pets Lifeline, said they would like to see the pet shelters part of the MOU shelters.  
They also propose locating emergency supplies for animals in a designated location that will have 
containers of generic feed, water bowls, cat liter boxes, and other materials that will make co-habitation 
possible. 
 
Rodger Doncaster, ARC, praised ARC National and local partnerships in taking care of animals. He 
worked with Dr. Eugene Kravis when volunteering for the Red Cross.  ARC has cooperated with groups 
looking for grants for trailers to accommodate pet needs during an evacuation. In southern California, 
both he and John Saguto had experience of the Humane Society setting up animal shelters next to evacuee 
shelter which worked well. The issue is who has the equipment to set-up the animal shelter – and so far 
the ARC hasn’t had that resource or partnership in Sonoma County (other than a pet center or pet hotel 
where animals would be taken). He did support a plan to have them side-by-side. He referred to a video 
that shows an auditorium with plastic separating the people and pets and a partnership that can work. He 
said he would love to see that happen but it is often an issue of funding.  
 
Cindy Scarborough, Vintage House, said she would love to see a partnership with Redwood Empire 
Veterinary Association (REVMA) and the ARC to get funding for a trailer to be housed along side of the 
other trailer they set up at the Vintage House Senior Center.  
 
Sheltering Preparedness: Cindy Scarborough said there was nothing new to report on the Sheltering 
Subcommittee for evacuees, but she sees working parallel with the Animal Sheltering Subcommittee. She 
did say they are improving some areas of preparedness following their participation in the Silver Sentinel 
when they opened up the Vintage House for the disaster exercise. They are looking for more volunteers to 
help with their training efforts when called to action by the ARC to activate their center.  
 
John Saguto, ARC, circulated a Marin-Sonoma County MOU, listing potential shelters. He asked Council 
Members to update the list with current contacts.  He said in addition to legal paper work and on-site 
inspections by the ARC, the facility administrator signs-off on the document. MOU’s identify the legal 
part of the partnership between Sonoma County and the facility. In addition to this broad document there 
is a detailed form that needs to be updated; he is willing to assist in updating that information (i.e. contact 
lists, how compacted is the earth, to parking lot facilities, if space is available for helicopter landings, etc).  
 
Rodger Doncaster said that if the disaster is such that the ARC can’t get through for some time, there are 
at least 20 ARC volunteers in Sonoma that can act as the go-to-person in coordinating shelters and 
resources. Besides shelters with MOU’s with the ARC, there are assisted shelters (non Red Cross 
shelters), typically buildings of faith that have auditoriums available.  
 
John Saguto said that shelter sites that will work best for animals will be large spaces such as the 
Veteran’s building with open land around the building and is in close proximity to the EOC and 
community. 
 
Sheltering (& Food Preparedness): Rodger Doncaster, ARC, stated that food supplies in Sonoma County 
are listed under sheltering provisions.  
 
Kathleen Hill, Sonoma Valley FOOD, said she is in the process of contacting churches to see if they will 
maintain food supplies throughout the year; food stored would be rotated every six months.  
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Some have already agreed which is great news that during a major disaster, if people are unable to reach 
ARC shelters, churches would be able to provide food for evacuees. This enables the community to be 
ready when help is not available from the County or the ARC. She also reported that Cindy Scarborough, 
Vintage House, may offer a class on cell phone texting, which will be a more useful means of 
communication during a disaster. Ken McTaggart said that the cell phone still has to work, but you are 
changing the mode (texting) which is more energy efficient than voice.  
 
Mike Medeives, Convergent Mobile, said his company has the capability to send a text message to 
everyone in town, within 40 seconds, (30-40 thousand at one time); advantages include being able to 
inform the community what locations are not accessible or, when kids may be picked up at school.  
  

7.  Report on Emergency Radio Broadcasting   
Mayor Brown said that City Manager Kelly would update the Council at the next meeting regarding the 
MOU she is working on with KSVY. 
 

8.  Future Agenda Items and Projects 
Ken McTaggart suggested the Disaster Council look into purchasing 1-ggbit memory sticks which are 
inexpensive, are small enough to be kept on a key chain, can be taken where ever you go, and have the 
memory capacity to hold every document that is vital during a disaster, simply by plugging the devise 
into a computer. This would save paper, provide the information that the EOC and Disaster Council 
members will need, and perhaps solve some of the confidential issues being discussed earlier in the 
meeting.  
  
Daryl Jones passed around a handout regarding Sonoma airport safety. 
 
Rodger Doncaster, ARC, announced:1) The Care and Sheltering Committee for Sonoma was scheduled to 
meet on February 20 ;2) March 6 will be a table top drill for the elderly/disabled and is a subcommittee of 
Care and Sheltering; and 3) a live drill to watch the CERT program in action is scheduled for March 28.  
 
9.  Set Next Meeting Date 
Mayor Brown said he was able to meet every month if the membership would like, in addition to the 
Subcommittee meetings, which he will also attend.  
 
February 12, 2009 at 3:30 p.m. was set for the next Subcommittee - Community Preparedness meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________ 
Debra N. Rogers


