
                            City of Sonoma Disaster Council 
REGULAR MEETING 

Emergency Operations Center 
175 First Street West 
September 11, 2008 

Minutes 
Present:    
  Mayor Joanne Sanders 
  Linda Kelly, City Manager, City of Sonoma 
  Milenka Bates, Public Works Director, City of Sonoma 
  Alan Jones, Fire Captain, City of Sonoma 
   Deborah Rogers, Management Analyst, City of Sonoma 
  Bret Sackett, Police Chief, City of Sonoma 
  Susan Albrecht, Sonoma Development Center 
  Stephan Buffy, Sonoma Valley Library 
  Sondra Costello, Vintage House 
  Richard Dale, Sonoma Ecology Center 
  Herb Golenpaul, Pueblo Serena Mobile Home Park 
  Jim Hill, Auxiliary Communications Services 
  Joanne Hurley, Sonoma Disaster Food Distribution 
  Barbara Johnson, Pets Lifeline 
  Diana Lawrence, Student Welfare Specialist, Sonoma Valley Unified School District 
  Nanci B. Mathison, Director of Student Services, Sonoma Valley Unified School 
  Neal Ross, Sonoma Valley Sun 
  Charlene Rundstrum, Creekside Emergency Committee 
  Cindy Scarborough, Vintage House 
  Bob Smylie, County Emergency Department, OES 
  Rhonda Stallings, Arroyo Veterinary Hospital 
  Joan Tillman, Sonoma Valley Dog Owners & Guardians (SVDOG) 
   
1. Call to Order 
Mayor Sanders called the meeting to order at 3:35 PM, recognizing the date of the seventh anniversary of 
the September 11 attack on our country in which thousands of lives were lost, as well as lives saved 
thanks to public safety employees, namely firefighters who put their lives on the line to save others. The 
awareness of what can happen, has given us the impetus in putting together the Disaster Council and how 
we can be more prepared.   She dedicated the meeting to those lives that were lost, and those that served 
to save lives.  
 
2. Comments from the Public 
Charlene Rundstrum, representing the Creekside Community Emergency Preparedness Program, said the 
community was scheduled on October 4th to have their first drill.  She expressed the hope that their 
community can work with the Disaster Council in sharing ideas and resources; she has been trying for 
two years to have CERT training available.  As a community of 55 years and older, there is a 
vulnerability which will also impact hospitals during a disaster, so it is vital to be more prepared.  
 
Alan Jones, Fire Captain, responded that some neighborhood CERT (Community Emergency Response 
Training) programs have been offered in the past and his goal is to have them again. He summarized the 
program by saying that it helps prepare people in the event they become isolated, from such events as an 
earthquake. Training includes fire safety, recommendations for emergency supplies, with the goal of 
being more self sufficient. City Manager Kelly said Marin County had CERT programs in place; at the 
last Disaster Council meeting, Ed Buonaccorsi, City of Santa Rosa, provided an overview of COPE 
(Citizens Organized to Prepare for Emergencies) which is a similar program to CERT, indicating that the 
Disaster Council is looking into such a program within Sonoma’s Fire Department. 
 



Sonoma Disaster Council: Minutes                                                                                                                          September 11, 2008 

2 

Chief Sackett asked Bob Smylie, County Emergency Services Department, whether the CERT training 
available at the County level, would be available to people in Sonoma. Mr. Smylie responded that a 
CERT programs are based on response and need; both the County and City of Santa Rosa have 
jurisdiction over the CERT programs; if there is a requirement for specific programs that could be worked 
out.  
 
Charlene Rundstrum said she has been trying to enroll in CERT training but so far has not been 
successful due to classes being cancelled or not offered for various reasons; all cities in Sonoma County, 
with exception of the City of Sonoma, seem to have CERT programs.  City Manager Kelly acknowledged 
that the City does not have CERT training but said that the City Council has made it a high priority for the 
disaster preparedness program. She announced that Deborah Rogers was recently promoted to 
Management Analyst and part of her duties will be to focus on disaster preparedness. Chief Sackett 
thanked Ms. Rundstrum for her interest, and mentioned the COPE program as being more manageable in 
steps towards establishing training, perhaps then moving into more advanced training such as CERT.   
 
3. Minutes 
The minutes of July 10, 2008, were approved by consensus. 
 
4. Public Access Defibrillator Program   
Alan Jones, Fire Captain, City of Sonoma, discussed the City’s new Defibrillator Program.  The bad news 
is that over 900 people a day die from sudden cardiac arrest; the good news is the Fire Department has 
been tasked with implementing public access to defibrillators.  He summarized the program:1) have to 
coordinate with local EMS agency to register the devices so when a call comes in, the paramedics will 
know the where to find the device on-site to the incident; 2) program is to be kept local; 3) local 
emergency doctors at the hospital will help with the program and will write prescriptions for the devices; 
4) the equipment chosen is a Life Pak 1000 and compatible with the monitors the EMS carry and will 
save time; software will analyze what happens with data generated from the incident. People will need to 
be trained on how to use the devices; 5) there will be precautionary training to minimize exposure to 
communicable diseases in case of blood contact; 6) devices will be mounted on the wall with an alarm; 7) 
training must be done every two years to be in compliance but he hopes to have trainings once a year. He 
concluded by saying the Fire Department is available all the time should people have questions. 
 
City Manager Kelly said this program was recently approved by the City Council with a budget of 
$25,000; locations for the defibrillators are: Fire Station, Community Meeting Room, City Hall, Carnegie 
Building, County Library, Community Center, and the Vintage House.  At least three people who work at 
each location will be trained. Captain Jones said he already has 30 people who want to take the training.  
 
Herb Golenpaul asked if there were plans to install defibrillators in the mobile home parks where there 
are older folks at risk.  Fire Captain Jones said he did not know of any plans to do so but there were other 
funding mechanisms to pursue.  
 
5. Update on City Emergency Operations Plan and Assistance of Disaster Council with Plan 
Bret Sackett, Police Chief, said the Police Department is in the process of updating the City’s Emergency 
Operations Plan to make it contemporary and comprehensive. It includes organizing our response modeled 
after other cities and the county to make it consistent. A working copy for staff’s review should be ready 
for the training on October 23, 2008. He is looking to the Disaster Council for help in identifying issues to 
work towards and knowing what  resources  are available such as: 1) identifying high risk populations and 
where they are located including convalescent homes and whether they have evacuation plans; 2) busing 
systems and how many are available - capacities in case of a mass evacuation; 3) Public Works and their 
resources such as barricades which would be supplemented by networking with construction companies to 
find inventory of signs and barricades, and flashers that could be used during a large scale disaster; 4) 
locate businesses that have generators; 5) locate above ground fuel tanks; 6) identify places to put animals 
in need of shelter. The Disaster Council is perhaps a perfect place to develop subcommittees to develop 
lists of resources on behalf of the City. 
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Dr. Rhonda Stallings, Arroyo Veterinary Hospital, said she was interested in knowing what shelters might 
be available for people, to find out if those locations would also accommodate people bringing pets. A lot 
of information can be gathered by subcommittees as long as they are connected to the overall disaster 
plan.  
 
Sondra Costello and Cindy Scarborough, Vintage House, volunteered to work on a subcommittee to 
identify individuals and resources. 
 
City Manager Kelly said that the City believes there are MOU’s with the Red Cross for them to use 
specific facilities, and said she would have Deborah Rogers work with the Red Cross to make sure they 
are up-to-date and whether we need new locations. She said Ms. Rogers would also discuss with the Red 
Cross the pet issues that have been brought up and be the central point for collecting data.   
 
Richard Dale, Sonoma Ecology Center, said it would be helpful to know what areas of help are needed in 
gathering information; he could lend mapping resources; in the event that bridges were to go down in a 
disaster, you may have buses on one side unable to reach people.  Mayor Sanders said that a master list to 
identify resources will help in the gathering of important data.  
 
Herb Golenpaul, Pueblo Serena Mobile Home Park, said it would be helpful to have evacuation locations 
identified for different types of emergencies, such as earthquake, floods, or fire.  
 
The question was asked if subcommittees could work towards implementing COPE programs.  City 
Manager Kelly said that discussions will follow with the Fire and Police Chiefs to determine what is 
doable, what kind of grant money is available, etc.  COPE in Santa Rosa is for a city of 150,000 
population with more resources devoted to that effort.  
 
Deborah Rogers will include emails on the roster of members for use in creating subcommittees and 
meeting dates.  
 
Mayor Sanders agreed that a list would be helpful of topic areas for subcommittees; she also said that 
Trinity Church has offered help; they have a large property and a lot of buildings and might be a good 
place for a pet-friendly evacuation location.  
 

6.  Update on County of Sonoma “Silver Sentinel” Disaster Preparedness Exercise 
Chief Sackett discussed the planned, large scale disaster simulation exercise Silver Sentinel. Bob Smylie 
is the coordinator at the County level and the City has decided to participate with a limited opening of our 
EOC, mainly for training purposes to get technology up and running, as well as connecting with the 
hospitals.  Bob Smylie said this would be a ten Bay Area County simulation, so it will be large in scale. 
Mr. Smylie said they have enhanced the regional activity from an earthquake on the Hayward fault to 
include the Rogers Creek fault in our area – a 6.4 earthquake creating moderate damage throughout the 
County. Sonoma County will have landslides, cutting off transportation. Whatever needs to be assessed or 
tested can be built into the simulation. The goal is to have resumption of business, communication, and 
resumption of government. Emergency agencies such as the Red Cross and Salvation Army also want to 
test their readiness and response systems and 14 hospitals (bed capacity), which will be connected to the 
Department of Health Services. The date is October 23, 2008, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM followed by 
debriefing. Agencies participating have the option of how much they want to participate and test their 
readiness. Chief Sackett said this was also an opportunity to test the new EOC with the City Department 
Managers and who in their departments would a second chain of command be as needed. (skills/time and 
expertise).  With a small staff, responsibilities will be paired. Mayor Sanders said at some point she 
would like a community drill which will prompt families to be more prepared to help themselves.   
 
 
 



Sonoma Disaster Council: Minutes                                                                                                                          September 11, 2008 

4 

7. Report from Subcommittee on Public Information  
Public Works Director Bates reported on the Public Information Subcommittee, thanking committee 
member Sondra Costello who put together an information booth at the last minute for the City party. Pocket 
guides were procured, giving out approximately 1,800 (English and Spanish); a banner was designed 
saying “Sonoma Preparing for a Safe Tomorrow”; table with information was made available with John 
Saguto, American Red Cross, selling emergency kits and giving out information; City staff and families 
were also present to help.  Rhonda Stallings was the photographer, taking pictures of the event. For a first 
attempt, Ms. Bates was pleased with the outcome. If anyone is having an event, the banner and information 
can be provided for ongoing outreach.  
 
Mayor Sanders mentioned the September 24th event, business expo with Sheana Davis coordinating it 
“Women in Local Business”, to be held at the Sonoma Valley Inn, Best Western. Milenka said they would 
be doing a water information booth at the expo and should set-up next to a Public Information Disaster 
Preparedness booth. Dr. Rhonda Stallings said she should be ready with her Pet Ready brochure.  
  
8.    Report from John Saguto (if available) on American Red Cross Deployment  
John Saguto was not present since he was dispatched to the hurricane.  
 

9.  Future Agenda Items and Projects 
Mayor Sanders asked for suggestions on future agenda items. Richard Dale, Sonoma Ecology Center, 
suggested expanding to a community drill.  City Manager Kelly said that would be worked towards in 
2009 for budgeting purposes and allocating staff time.  Rhonda Stallings suggested identifying people in 
the community who would participate and possibly champion subcommittees. Herb Golenpaul, Pueblo 
Serena Mobile Home Park, asked about setting up a date and time for the subcommittee meetings. 
Deborah Rogers asked everyone to provide their emails to better assist in organizing subcommittee 
meetings as well as the regular meetings.   
 
Mayor Sanders mentioned at St. Francis School, volunteers are required to provide fingerprints and 
whether that would be appropriate. Chief Sackett said that often times the people that volunteer are 
already champions in other areas of the community and known to people; as far as fingerprinting he said 
it was expensive, partly because of background checks that goes with that process, plus it has to be done 
every year.  
 
Someone suggested getting champions from such organizations Rotary, which already offer disaster 
trainings and are a lifeline. Other resources mentioned were churches. Bob Smylie said that there is a 
national program designed to have on having churches organized for emergencies, called the Ready 
Church and the Ready Individual, in other words if a church is going to open up for a disaster, are they 
organized.  He said a Chapter is being opened in the County called CEN (Christen Emergency Network); 
he said he would provide a contact.  
 

10.  Set Next Meeting Date 
October 9 at 3:30 PM was set for a subcommittee meeting, Emergency Operations Center. At the 
suggestion of City Manager Kelly, it was decided that regular Disaster Council meetings from now on 
would be held every other month.  
 
The next regular meeting was scheduled for November 13, 2008 at 3:30 PM.  
 

11.  Adjournment – 4:35 PM 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________ 
Deborah N. Rogers


