
 
                         City of Sonoma Disaster Council 

REGULAR MEETING 
Emergency Operations Center 

175 First Street West 
September 9, 2010 

Minutes 
Present:   Steve Barbose, Mayor, City of Sonoma  
   Linda Kelly, City Manager  
  Darin Dougherty, Sergeant, PD 
  Trent Hudson, City of Sonoma, Public Works 
  Debra Rogers, City of Sonoma, Administration 
  Sondra Costello, Vintage House 
  Kathleen Hill, Sonoma Valley Food 
  Darrel Jones, Skypark Airport 
  Diana Lawrence, Unified School Districts 
  Charlene Rundstrum, Creekside Community HOA 
  Cindy Scarborough, Vintage House  
  Rhonda Stallings, DVM, Arroyo Veterinary Hospital 
  Hans Steuck, Chantarelle Community HOA                              
           
1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Barbose. Introductions were held. 
 
2. Comments from the Public 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
3. Review and Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of July 8, 2010, were approved by consensus.  
 
4. October 21st 2010 EOC Preparedness Drill 
City Manager Linda Kelly invited Commissioners to participate in this year’s disaster drill 
scheduled for October 21, 2010. Following last years preparation, the EOC will be open from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon which is the same time as the California ShakeOut drill throughout 
California. Organizations are encouraged to participate locally by signing up, and having your 
own “in-place” drill, and calling into the EOC room to report. Drills can be review of emergency 
plans, or mock drills (including the recommended Drop, Cover and Hold On); some groups 
include the public who may be present during the drill. Staff will provide the telephone number 
for commissioners to call the EOC room. The Fire Department staff will be present several 
scenarios for City officials to practice communication and protocol during the drill.  
  
5. CPR/AED Training  
Management Analyst Rogers provided a sign-up sheet for the upcoming CPR/AED re-
certification classes being offered. Last year 19 people participated in training; this year four 
trainings are scheduled with potential enrollment of 48 participants. AED’s (Automatic External 
Defibrillators) were installed with Disaster Council funding for public access in seven public 
buildings.   
 
Due to budget constraints, the training will cost $60 this year. Comm. Scarborough, Executive 
Director of the Vintage House, discussed a recent incident at the Vintage House when the AED 
was used in a life threatening cardiac collapse.   
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6. Veterinarian Association Workshop, Disaster Preparedness 
Comm. Rhonda Stallings reported on the workshop she attended in San Francisco on disaster 
preparedness workshop for animals. Logistic planning discussions included: mobilization efforts 
during a disaster by networking with vets in town prior to a disaster; evacuation by helicopter for 
trapped horses available through Davis, California who will come that distance to Sonoma; the  
the last Bart train leaving a disaster will be used to transport pets.   
 
Comm. Rundstrom reported how valuable Comm. Stallings class was in disaster preparedness 
for pets and suggested offering the class at other venues. Kathleen Hill suggested getting it on 
video for the website and airing on SVTV (Sonoma and Napa).   
 
Mayor Barbose asked about outreaching to local kennels for disaster sheltering.  Comm. 
Stallings said they could be maxed out. She said other critical needs would be getting food to 
animals and staffing at shelters/local hospitals to work overtime during a disaster.  Comm. 
Scarborough said the Vintage House would have to pay staff to work overtime during a disaster, 
that it was not covered by other means to her knowledge.  
 
Darin Dougherty, Sergeant, said the police department has five cages (without roofs) and 10 
crates for animal containment.  
 
7. Disaster Council Accomplishments and Future Focus 
City Manager Kelly recapped accomplishments of the Disaster Council since it was reinstated by 
the City Council in May 2008.  Over the last two years she said the council has bought the City 
and Valley to a base level of disaster preparedness, suggesting holding meetings quarterly and 
still enable the DC to maintain communication and connection among participating agencies.   
 
Comm. Scarborough said it was a wise choice to hold meetings quarterly since there are down 
months without activity to report, but suggested commissioner “loosely” hold the 2nd Thursday of 
each month for additional meetings as needed, dictated by disasters. At the next meeting in 
November, provide everyone with the quarterly dates for 2011. 
 
Comm. Hill said that Comm. Steuck helped in outreach to grocery stores to learn where excess 
food goes. They found the majority of food is transported out of Sonoma to Santa Rosa – they 
would like stores to have a policy to have food remain in Sonoma during a disaster. Since 
managers have changed since that survey, contact needs to be made again.  She asked if 
Comm. Mark Heneveld who is absent, had reported on food outreach in the faith based 
community.    
 
Future Direction: Suggested projects (focus) for 2011:  

• Outreach to grocery stores regarding distribution of excess food during a disaster (Linda 
Kelly & Debra Rogers) 

• Outreach to wineries and businesses that do not have disaster plans; discuss availability 
of SCOPE trainings (Comm. Hill) 

• Disaster planning for tourists in Sonoma (can bring 4K people to town) (Comm. Hill) 
• Continue public outreach on safety at special events (City Party, 4th of July, Farmers’ 

Markets)  
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Comm. Darrell Jones invited commissioners to attend the Skypark Airport annual open house, 
Family Fun Day on October 9 at 10 a.m. Model cars and classic airplanes will be on display. 
Admission is free, as are the hamburgers and hot dogs.  This annual event brings the 
community to learn more about aviation in Sonoma Valley as well as emergency preparedness.   
 
Comm. Jones confirmed that Skypark will be participating in the October 21 earthquake drill.  
 
8. Updates from Commissioners 
Comm. Stallings announced the first “Annual Dog Count” event will take place on September 25 
with counting Stations near the Plaza and on the bike path, sponsored by Sonoma Valley Dog 
Owners and Guardians. This will be a fun-event for local dog-lovers.  She also encouraged 
people to register for the upcoming “Walk with The Dogs” event with proceeds to benefit the UC 
Davis Cancer Center for canine research.   
   
9. Next Meeting Date   
November 4, 2010 was set for the next regular Sonoma Disaster Council meeting, at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Barbose adjourned the meeting at 4:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________ 
Debra N. Rogers


