
 

                         City of Sonoma Disaster Council 
REGULAR MEETING 

Emergency Operations Center 
175 First Street West 

February 17, 2011 

Minutes 

 
Present:   Laurie Gallian, Mayor, City of Sonoma  
   Bret Sackett, Police Chief, Sonoma Police 
   Spencer Crum, Sergeant, Sonoma Police 
  Debra Rogers, City of Sonoma 
  Sondra Costello, Vintage House 
  Paul Gradolph, Valley of Moon Water District 
  Jennifer Hainstock, Supervisor Brown’s Office 
  Zach Hamill, Sonoma County Fire and Emergency Services 
  Ken McTaggart, Auxiliary Communication Service 
  Wendy Petersen, Sonoma Valley Visitors Bureau 
  Charlene Rundstrum, Creekside Community HOA 
  Cindy Scarborough, Vintage House  
  Rhonda Stallings, Arroyo Veterinary Hospital 
  Hans Steuck, Chanterelle Community HOA 
  Kathy Swett, Sonoma Community Center 
         

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gallian at 3:35 pm. Introductions were held. 
 

2. Comments from the Public 

There were no comments from the public. 
 

3. Review and Approval of Minutes 

Ken McTaggart moved to approve the minutes of November 4, 2010, as submitted. Kathy Swett               
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 

4. Ideas for Public Workshop April 30, 2011 – Volunteer Disaster Center 

Kathy Swett, Sonoma Community Center and Volunteer Disaster Center said she was requesting 
ideas from the Disaster Council on how to structure the next public workshop scheduled for April 
30, 2011. The Sonoma Community Center acts as the local clearing house for volunteers in case 
of a disaster; the Community Center staff would act as administrators assessing volunteer skills 
and determining where to send people based on need. They would like to include in the workshop 
“what to do during a disaster and how to be prepared” and any issues that are not being 
addressed through the SCOPE program that might serve the public, and, who might be 
presenters at the workshop. This workshop would go beyond “how people are processed” during 
a disaster (as was done at the first workshop in 2010).  
 
Cindy Scarborough said the City does the SCOPE trainings at the Vintage House; the goal is to 
have as many residents as possible take the training for self reliance in the event of a disaster, 
with less impact on City emergency services.  
 
Jennifer Hainstock said if the Community Center staff would benefit from another exercise to 
include the public in processing volunteers, a modified SCOPE training could follow; during last 
years exercise people who attending were eager for how to be prepare for a disaster.  She also 
suggested a workshop with Rhonda Stallings to present emergency preparedness for pets - 
include a variety of topics people are interested in.  
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Hainstock concluded by saying the best approach is to spread the SCOPE training throughout the 
community, not just reaching the senior center group; everyone needs to be prepared, families 
included. Regarding the SCOPE curriculum, she would like to see a representative from the water 
VOM Water District how to access and or treat water at home if tap water is broken.  
 
Rhonda Stallings said the regular SCOPE training was three hours; there will be people at the 
workshop who only want handouts and more informational vs. a workshop (handouts could 
include the SCOPE manual, Emergency Preparedness pocket guide, pet emergency 
preparedness handouts, etc.).  
 
Chief Sackett suggested the format be a safety disaster fair; small workshops on introducing the 
SCOPE program (how it works and allowing people to sign up for a full SCOPE training); 
presentation on how to handle animals during an emergency; what to expect from City and 
County services during an emergency; what does the State Response Plan look like; and 
strategies on how to communicate with loved ones. 
 
Mayor Gallian said at last weeks Springs Alliance meeting concerns were voiced from La Luz and 
Burbank Housing group the need to have Joe Morrison develop a program for those 
neighborhoods, with La Luz providing the venue meeting space. 
 
Cindy Scarborough said she would forward contact information for Denise Wilbanks who is 
handling volunteer matching for Volunteer Now Sonoma Valley – affiliated program of the 
Volunteer Center of Sonoma County who  might have a data base already. She tracks volunteer 
opportunities with specific skills and might be willing to add our needs for a disaster. 
 
Mayor Gallian suggested adding the CPR/CERT card information of people who have completed 
those certifications to the data base.  
 
Another mini-workshop to include at the fair would be training on how to “text” with your phone. 
 
Zach Hamill, Sonoma County Fire and Emergency Services suggested pre-registering volunteers 
vs. waiting until a disaster; this could be done at the fair, enter their name and special skill set.  
 

5.   SCOPE Trainings at Vintage House  

 
Cindy Scarborough, Executive Director, reported the Vintage House has scheduled two SCOPE 
trainings with Joe Morrison (Captain SVFRA) in 2011, and wanted to confirm these dates with 
other Disaster Council activities: 
 
 Earthquake Preparedness month:   Friday, April 29 from 1 – 4 p.m. 
 Big Rumble, California Shakeout week:  Friday, October 21 from 1 – 4 p.m. 
 
Sondra Costello, Outreach and Volunteer Coordinator, said a press release would feature the 
significance of the trainings locally for disaster preparedness and events being held statewide. For 
the greatest impact, she will coordinate a press release with Debra Rogers with input from the 
Vintage House and the Community Center.  
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6.   Action Items & Reports on 2011 Goals 

 
Outreach to grocery stores: Management Analyst Rogers reported that Comms. Steuck and Hill 
were scheduling a meeting date and would report at the next regular meeting. 
 
Disaster planning for tourists in Sonoma: Wendy Petersen, Visitors Bureau Executive Director, 
suggested types of things the Bureau can facilitate by: having emergency contact information 
available; include emergency contact information in all printed material through the Bureau and 
on-line immediately; encourage all members who have potential visitors (lodging, restaurants, or 
tasting rooms) distribute standard emergency preparedness information for tourists - look should 
be cohesive for visitors in town to find information easily. 
 
Jennifer Hainstock suggested the Visitors Bureau invite their members to the fair since most 
people are not aware that the City has a Volunteer Disaster Center. Wendy Petersen said the 
Visitors Bureau could take lead on the “branding” for all of their visitor publications (to make sure 
businesses are aware of what resources are available through the City); use E-news to all our 
membership for a constant presence for Emergency Preparedness. Petersen agreed to use the 
Bureau’s city wide membership network for public outreach (such as to announce the Oct 20th 
Shakeout to increase participation). 
 
Create a Yahoo website for Sonoma’s Disaster Council: Ken McTaggart reported that the 
Yahoo site for the Disaster Council which has a calendar for meeting dates and can send 
reminders for upcoming meetings. Posters, photos and other information can be put in files for 
members to access; announcements or links can be imbedded on the calendar. Members have to 
actively subscribe to receive announcements. Debra Rogers and he are moderators for the site.  
 
Youth organizations to help during disasters: Ken McTaggart said the fair would be a good 
place to pre-register young volunteers such as Scouts who are a good resource; possibility of 
using them as bicycle messengers during a disaster. Zach Hamill suggested registering the Scout 
leaders as the resource and has them confirm the number of youth.  
 
Mayor Gallian said she would contact the Scout leaders she knows through the schools and have 
them contact Kathy Swett. 
 
Public outreach on safety at special events: Mayor Gallian said outreach is ongoing, offered at 
information booths at special events (Farmers Market), breakout sessions at the Community 
Center fair, and specific publicity campaigns with outreach.  
 
Rhonda Stallings suggested inviting Special Event Coordinators who hold events in the City, to 
attend the fair and/or to SCOPE training; a large event such as the 4th of July or Film Festival 
would be hammered during a disaster with large numbers of the public and tourists located in one 
place. Wendy Petersen added that event coordinators might benefit by having a check list of City 
resources.  
 
Mayor Gallian suggested emergency information inserted in one of the water bills and annually 
when business license renewals go out. People taking out new business licenses could receive 
the emergency information - the efforts are ongoing.  
 
Outreach to wineries and businesses: Mayor Gallian said this outreach would be same as the 
process already discussed for tourism. The goal is to encourage businesses to have a disaster 
plan and to review their plan with employees on a regular basis.  
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It was suggested that Mayor Gallian contact the Chamber of Commerce directly to encourage 
their participation at the Disaster Council meetings.  
 
Jennifer Hainstock asked if there was a list of County staff that lives in the Valley that can 
volunteer during a disaster (staff are mandated report to work during a disaster; but if not called to 
their “place of work” might be available to help locally). Zach Hamill said all government 
employees are “Disaster Service Workers”, not just County workers.  Hainstock will talk to the 
County CAO to discuss if staff that live in Sonoma can’t get to Santa Rosa to report for work, if 
County workers can report to the Volunteer Disaster Center in Sonoma.   
 
Rhonda Stallings said hospitals, doctors and nurses also have a similar mandate to respond 
during a disaster. Mayor Gallian said that schools require staff to report during a disaster to where 
the need is identified. However, if people are landlocked and unable to report to their regular work 
place, they might be able to report to the Community Center to volunteer. 
  

7.  Agenda Items for next meeting 

 
 Mayor Gallian summarized future agenda items from the discussions: 
  

 Publicity: how to market now through October; 
o Special events: Farmers’ Market nights (i.e. 2nd Tuesday of month; sign-ups for 

who would manage the booth). 

 Public Outreach and how commissioners can contribute. 

 Report out on activity follow-up (April events).  
 

8. Consideration of Future Meeting Dates 

  
Quarterly Disaster Council meetings scheduled include May 12, August 11, and November 10, 
2011.   
 
Mayor Gallian said there was a possible conflict in August when the Mayor and Councilmember’s 
Association of Sonoma County meeting would be held in Healdsburg. A change will be considered 
at the next regular Disaster Council meeting.  
 
May 12, 2011 is set for the next regular Disaster Council meeting, at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Gallian adjourned the meeting at 4:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
____________________________ 
Debra N. Rogers 
 
 
  
 


