
 

Page 1 of 4 

    

    
      

 
 

Be Courteous - TURN OFF your cell phones and pagers while the meeting is in session. 
 

5:30 P.M. – CLOSED SESSION AGENDA 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 The Mayor will open the meeting and take public testimony on closed session items only.  The 

Council will then recess into closed session. 
 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
Item 2A: CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS, pursuant to Government 

Code §54956.8.  Property: Sebastiani Theater, 476 First Street East, Sonoma.  Agency 
Negotiators:  Councilmember Barbose, City Attorney Walter & City Manager Kelly.  
Negotiating Parties: Sebastiani Building Investors, Inc.  Under Negotiation:  Price and 
terms of lease, sublease and assignment of sublease.   

 

6:00 P.M. – REGULAR SESSION AGENDA 
 
RECONVENE, CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL  (Brown, Gallian, Barbose, Rouse, Sanders) 
REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  It is recommended 
that you keep your comments to three minutes or less.  Under State Law, matters presented under this item 
cannot be discussed or acted upon by the City Council at this time.  For items appearing on the agenda, the 
public will be invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Council consideration.  Upon being 
acknowledged by the Mayor, please step to the podium and speak into the microphone.  Begin by stating and 
spelling your name. 
 

2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 

3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
4. PRESENTATIONS  
 
Item 4A: Proclamation Declaring January 21, 2012 as Howie Ehret Day  
 
Item 4B: Proclamation Declaring January 2012 as Human Trafficking Awareness Month 
 
Item 4C: Presentation of the Tuesday Night Valley of the Moon Certified Farmers Market 

for 2011. 

Concurrent Meetings Of 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 

(regular) 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

(special)  
Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West 

January 18, 2012 
5:30 p.m. Closed Session 
6:00 p.m. Regular Session 

**** 
AGENDA 

City Council 
Joanne Sanders, Mayor 
Ken Brown, Mayor Pro Tem 
Steve Barbose 
Laurie Gallian 
Tom Rouse  
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5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER 
All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council, staff, or public request 
specific items to be removed for separate action.  At this time Council may decide to change the order of the 
agenda. 

 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of Ordinances 

by Title Only.  (Standard procedural action - no backup information provided) 
 
Item 5B: Approve Transitional Memorandum of Understanding with SEIU Employees 

Georgette Darcy and Ann Marie Crudo for Outsourcing of All Associated Work 
Functions Encompassing All Negotiable Wages, Hours, Term and Conditions of 
Employment in conjunction with the City of Sonoma transition to Contracting all 
Fire Services with the Valley of the Moon Fire District. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the Transitional Memorandum of Understanding with 
SEIU members 

 
Item 5C: Resolution Amending the City Manager Agreement to Comply With Changes in 

State Law. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the proposed resolution authorizing an amendment to 

the City Manager agreement. 
 
Item 5D: Approval of the Execution of a Purchase Agreement for a New 2012 Chevrolet 

4x4 Command/utility vehicle for the Fire Department. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Accept the bid for the 2012 Chevrolet 4x4 pickup submitted by 

Sonoma Chevrolet utilizing the bid assistance program. This makes the final 
destination purchase place within the city limits of Sonoma thereby accruing sales tax 
to the City. 

 
Item 5E: Resolution adopting a new Engineering and Traffic Surveys to allow enforcement 

of speed limits on certain segments of roads. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution establishing speed limits on the 

aforementioned street segments as recommended by our traffic engineer. 
 
Item 5F: Approval of the Minutes of the December 19, 2011 City Council / CDA Meeting. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the minutes. 
 
Item 5G: Resolution upholding the decision of the Planning Commission to approve a 

Temporary Use Permit allowing a seasonal outdoor food truck event within the 
main parking lot of the Sebastian Winery (implementing the City Council action 
of December 19, 2011). 

  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution upholding the decision of the Planning 
Commission to approve a Temporary Use Permit allowing a seasonal outdoor food 
truck event within the main parking lot of the Sebastiani Winery, subject to the 
conditions of project approval. 

 
Item 5H: Adoption of a Resolution of the City Council determining that the City of Sonoma 

shall not retain the housing assets and functions of the dissolved Sonoma 
Community Development Agency resulting in transfer of the housing assets and 
functions of the dissolved Sonoma Community Development Agency to the 
Housing Authority of the County of Sonoma, pursuant to Health and Safety Code 
Section 34176. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt resolution. 
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6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Item 6A: Review and Consideration of: (1) a Refuse Rate Adjustment and Certain Program 

Modifications for 2011-2012 with City Franchisee Sonoma Garbage Company, 
Inc. (“SGC”); (2) Fourth Amendment to Contract (Franchise Agreement with 
SGC); and (3) Indemnification Agreements with Keller Canyon and Redwood 
Landfills.  (Assistant City Manager) 
Staff Recommendation:  Approval of all program components and rate increase 
comprised of the following elements: 
1. Residential Rate increase of 4.54% effective January 1, 2012, and Commercial       

Rate increase of 7.55% 
2. Complete final year of outhaul to Napa Transfer Station 
3. Implement Commercial Food Waste Composting Service 
4. Amendment to Franchise Agreement 
5. Approve the indemnification agreements with Keller Canyon and Redwood 

Landfills 
 
7. REGULAR CALENDAR 
(Matters requiring discussion and/or action by the Council) 
 
Item 7A: Discussion, consideration and possible action on an urgency ordinance placing 

a temporary moratorium on Formula Businesses.  (Planning Director & City 
Attorney) 

  Staff Recommendation: Council discretion. 
 
Item 7B: Discussion, consideration, and possible introduction of an ordinance to regulate 

the placement, appearance, number, size and servicing of newsracks on the 
public rights-of-way.  (Economic Development Manager & City Manager) 

  Staff Recommendation:  Introduce and hold first reading of ordinance to regulate the 
placement, appearance, number, size and servicing of newsracks on the public rights-
of-way. 

 
Item 7C: Discussion, consideration and possible approval of a new event at Plaza Park for 

the 2012 Gran Fondo Bike Ride.  (Public Works Director) 
  Staff Recommendation:   

1. Discuss and consider this new large-scale event.  
2. If desired, approve the 2012 Gran Fondo Bike Ride, and if approved, 
3. Approve or deny use of two blow-up arches at entrance/exit of City Hall 
4. Approve City Street Use Permit 
5. Refer event to Community Services and Environment Commission (CSEC) with 

direction to formulate conditions and event details with City staff and event 
organizers. 

6. Support CSEC recommendation to deny fee waiver request 
 
Item 7D: Adoption of amended Enforceable Obligation Payment Schedule for former 

Sonoma Community Development Agency, pursuant to AB1X 26.  (City Manager) 
  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the Enforceable Obligation Payment Schedule. 
 
8. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
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9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 
 
Item 9A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities. 
 
Item 9B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
I do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board on 
January 13, 2012.    
 
GAY JOHANN, CITY CLERK 
 
Copies of all staff reports and documents subject to disclosure that relate to any item of 
business referred to on the agenda are available for public inspection the Monday before each 
regularly scheduled meeting at City Hall, located at No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA.  Any 
documents subject to disclosure that are provided to all, or a majority of all, of the members of 
the City Council regarding any item on this agenda after the agenda has been distributed will 
be made available for inspection at the City Clerk’s office, No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA during 
regular business hours. 
 
If you challenge the action of the City Council in court, you may be limited to raising only 
those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described on the agenda, or in 
written correspondence delivered to the City Clerk, at or prior to the public hearing. 
 
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk (707) 933-2216. Notification 48-hours 
before the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 
accessibility to this meeting.  



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
 City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4A 
 
01/18/2012 

                                                                                            
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact 

Gay Johann, City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 
Proclamation Declaring January 21, 2012 as Howie Ehret Day  
 
Summary 

A proclamation to recognize and honor the life and contributions of Howie Ehret. 
 

Recommended Council Action 
Mayor Sanders to present the proclamation. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion 

Financial Impact 
n/a 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

 
Attachments: 

1.  Proclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
 City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4B 
 
01/18/2012 

                                                                                            
Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact 
Gay Johann, City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 
Proclamation Declaring January 2012 as Human Trafficking Awareness Month. 
 
Summary 

Kathy Hargitt of the Sonoma County Commission on the Status of Women requested a proclamation 
declaring January 2012 as Human Trafficking Awareness Month in the City of Sonoma.   
In keeping with City practice, Ms. Hargitt has been asked to limit the total length her follow up 
comments and announcements to not more than 10 minutes. 

Recommended Council Action 
Mayor Sanders to present the proclamation. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion 

Financial Impact 
n/a 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

 
Attachments: 

1.  Proclamation 
 
cc:  Kathy Hargitt via email 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4C 
 
01/18/2012 

 
Department 

Public Works 
Staff Contact  

Milenka Bates, Public Works 
Agenda Item Title 

Presentation of the Tuesday Night Valley of the Moon Certified Farmers Market for 2011  
Summary 

At the CSEC December 14, 2011 meeting, the Commissioners conducted a post event review of 
the Tuesday Night Valley of the Moon Certified Farmers Market (VOMCFM). Attached for 
informational purpose is a report from the CSEC Farmers Market Sub-committee in regards to the 
VOMCFM 2011 Season. It is the consensus of the Commissioners, that in general the VOMCFM 
respected the direction of City Council, responded to issues, developed policies and acted in a 
transparent manner. The City and Commission received only one complaint in regards to free 
speech. The complaint process was followed and the issue was resolved to both parties 
satisfaction. The Commissioners and staff do have concerns with the size of the Farmers Market 
especially during the summer months of June, July and August and during the City Party and Jazz 
Night. Currently the Plaza Use Policy restricts Large Scale Events on the Plaza to 25 per year 
excluding the Farmers Markets. The Commission is advising that twelve of the Farmer Markets 
(June – August) be included in that total. (2011 had 10 Large Scale events).  Staff will add to the 
February 22, 2012 Council agenda a review and revision of the Special Event Policy. Market 
President Bill Dardon is scheduled to provide a presentation to the City Council on the 2011 
Market and has been requested to limit his presentation to 10 minutes. 

Recommended Council Action 
Receive Presentation 

Alternative Actions 
Postpone or decline presentation 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

CSEC Farmers Market Sub-Committee  
 
cc: Bill Dardon, VOMCFM Board President, Andrea Davis, VOMCFM Manager via email  

 
 



Farmers Market Review - 2011 Season 
 
Community Service and the Environment Commission  
Farmers Market Subcommittee 
 
November 30, 2011 

 

 
 
Issues under Review: 

 Growth of Market & Its Impact on the Plaza:   
The primary concerns are in regards to the party atmosphere that has been created.  The 
management of the party atmosphere as opposed to a farmer’s market atmosphere has 
been well managed.  The crowds coupled with the weather we experienced in the 2011 
season had a significant impact on the Plaza Turf.   Additionally a review of the waste 
management plan needs to occur prior to the 2012 season.  
 

 Music & External Events Interactions: 
The number of larger music acts brought to the Plaza has been of concern based on the 
impact on the turf under the Palm Trees.  On two occasions the music was moved to the 
amphitheater to offset effects to the turf.  Produce vendors are concerned, as shoppers tend 
to stay home on evenings when there are significant music or other events.  This is an issue 
of significance which needs to be address and reviewed for the coming 2012 season.   We 
are looking forward to seeing the proposal from VOMFM in regards to their music policy.  
Additionally we are interested to hear the outcomes of their discussions regarding policy 
changes in regards to events such as the City Party, Jazz Night and Film Festival.   
 

 Communication: 
The VOMFM has worked hard to constantly improve their communication skills.  Complaint 
Policy and Procedure was tested and followed with success this season with the Democratic 
Club.   The CSEC would like to see continued improvement in this area and was pleased to 
see the process work in a primarily positive manner this season.  The addition of a phone 
for Andrea Davis, the Market Manager was a solid addition to help smooth operations and in 
the addressing of issues and concerns regarding the market.  Over all the VOMFM has been 
proactive in dealing with concerns from the various stakeholders including the CSEC, 
vendors, suppliers and the Sonoma Valley community.  

 
 Transparency: 

The issues regarding transparency have vastly improved.  The website has been very 
helpful in this.  While an improvement in the posting of Board meetings has occurred 
through out the season, they need to be more timely and clear.  The CSEC feels strongly that 
this is key to the continued success of the market and this will continue to be an issue of 
concern. 
 

 Produce Vendor Concerns:   
This is an ongoing issue that the Board is aware of and has been working on.  Due to the 
Market Atmosphere the farmers and produce vendors have had difficulty in selling their 
products.  The VOMFM created a number of programs, such as the produce bucks & reduced 
fees on rainy nights to try and assist the farmers.  There is the potential of at least one local 
farmer not returning in 2012 due to the lack of sales.  This is an on-going issue that will 
continue to be monitored.  



 
 Youth Concerns: 

The VOMFM has done a good job in providing entertainment and a safe outlet for the 
valley’s youth.  This has been a significant improvement over previous seasons and helped 
to offset issues seen in the past.   
 

 Sonoma Garbage:  Sonoma Garbage on November 12, 2011 noted that they had no 
concerns and a strong working relationship.   

 
Overall, the Tuesday Night Farmers Market has been a positive experience in the 2011 season.  
There are significant issues to address during the winter months, such as ways to mitigate damage 
to the turf and finding ways to balance the market between the social party atmosphere and the 
success of the produce vendors.    
 
We look forward to working with the VOMFM in the 2012 season and see the changes it will bring. 
 
Thank you, 
CSEC Farmers Market Committee:  Mayacamas Olds, Anna Whitmore & Liz Lease 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5B 
 
01/18/2012 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Carol E. Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 
Approve Transitional Memorandum of Understanding with SEIU Employees Georgette Darcy and Ann 
Marie Crudo for Outsourcing of All Associated Work Functions Encompassing All Negotiable Wages, 
Hours, Term and Conditions of Employment in conjunction with the City of Sonoma transition to 
Contracting all Fire Services with the Valley of the Moon Fire District. 
Summary 

Council is asked to approve the Transitional Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for two SEIU 
members to address employment issues related to the transfer of City employees as a result of 
Contracting for Fire Services to Valley of the Moon Fire District.  The members transferring are the 
Management Analyst and the Administrative Assistant for the Sonoma Fire Department. 
Provisions contained in the document will become effective on February 1, 2012.   
 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve the Transitional Memorandum of Understanding with SEIU members 

Alternative Actions 
Do not approve TMOU; return to Meet and Confer process. 

Financial Impact 
No additional fiscal impact outside those budgeted in the City Budget and SVFRA Budget. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
 
Attachments: 
Signed MOU.   

 
cc: 

Georgette Darcy [via e-mail] 
Ann Marie Crudo [via e-mail] 

 







 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5C 
 
01/18/2012 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Linda Kelly, City Manager 
Jeffrey A. Walter, City Attorney 

Agenda Item Title 
Resolution Amending the City Manager Agreement to Comply With Changes in State Law  
Summary 
During the last Legislative session, the Legislature enacted AB 1344 in response to the abuses in Bell, 
California.  Several of the AB 1344 provisions deal with contract requirements applicable to local 
agency executives including city managers.  These changes relate to such matters as the maximum 
amount a local agency may pay in severance upon termination and restrictions on the automatic 
renewal of executive contracts.  Most of these changes are prospective and apply only to executive 
contracts executed or renewed after January 1, 2012.  It should be noted that the existing agreement 
between the City and the City Manager already complies with these requirements. 
 
One of the provisions of AB 1344, however, requires an amendment to existing executive contracts.  
That provision adds Section 53243.2 to the Government Code.  According to Section 53243.2: 
 
“On or after January 1, 2012, any contract of employment between an employee and a local agency 
employer shall include a provision which provides that, regardless of the term of the contract, if the 
contract is terminated, any cash settlement related to the termination that an employee may receive 
from the local agency shall be fully reimbursed to the local agency if the employee is convicted of a 
crime involving an abuse of his or her office or position.” 
 
The proposed resolution will amend the City Manager’s agreement to conform with Government Code 
Section 53243.2.    
 
Recommended Council Action 

Adopt the proposed resolution authorizing an amendment to the City Manager agreement. 
Alternative Actions 

Refuse to adopt the proposed resolution amending the City Manager agreement. 
Financial Impact 

None. 
Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments:  Resolution authorizing an amendment to the City Manager agreement. 

 
cc: 

 
 



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  xx - 2012         
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA AUTHORIZING A FIRST 
AMENDMENT TO THE CITY MANAGER EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA as follows: 

 
Section 1: In December of 2007, the City and Linda Kelly, City Manager, entered into an 
employment agreement through which Linda Kelly agreed to serve as City Manager through 
January 22, 2013 (the “Employment Agreement”). 
 
Section 2: In 2011, the California Legislature added Section 53243.2 to the Government Code 
requiring that all contracts between local agencies and local agency executives, including the 
city manager, contain a provision stating that if the contract is terminated, any cash settlement 
received by the employee relating to termination must be fully reimbursed to the local agency if 
the employee is convicted of a crime involving an abuse or his or her office or position. 
 
Section 3: To conform with Government Code Section 53243.2, a First Amendment to 
Employment Agreement has been prepared and is attached hereto. 
 
Section 4: This First Amendment to Employment Agreement is hereby approved and the Mayor 
is authorized to execute this First Amendment on behalf of the City. 
 

ADOPTED this ____ day of ____________, 2012 by the following vote: 
 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 

 
________________________________ 
Joanne Sanders, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 

 
________________________________ 
Gay Johann, City Clerk   
 



 1 

FIRST AMENDMENT TO EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 
 

 THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT is between the CITY OF 
SONOMA (“City”) and LINDA KELLY (“Employee”) and is dated for convenience this ___ day of 
January, 2012. 
 

RECITALS 
 

A.  In December of 2007, City and Employee entered into an employment agreement 
through which Employee agreed to serve as City Manager through January 22, 2013 (the 
“Employment Agreement”). 

 
B.  In 2011, the California Legislature enacted AB 1344, which was signed into law by 

the Governor, establishing certain requirements for contracts between local agencies and local 
agency executives, including the city manager. 

 
C.  As part of AB 1344, Section 53243.2 was added to the Government Code providing 

that on or after January 1, 2012, all contracts between local agencies and employees include a 
provision stating that if the contract is terminated, any cash settlement received by the 
employee relating to termination must be fully reimbursed to the local agency if the employee is 
convicted of a crime involving an abuse of his or her office or position. 

 
D.  The purpose of this amendment to the Employment Agreement is to incorporate the 

requirements of Government Code Section 53243.2 into the Employment Agreement. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, City and Employee agree as follows: 
 
1.  A new section 14 is added to the Employment Agreement to state as follows: 
 
14.  GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 53243.2 
 
 Pursuant to Government Code Section 53243.2, Employee agrees that if this 

Agreement is terminated, Employee shall reimburse the City the full amount of any cash 
settlement Employee received from the City relating to that termination if the Employee is 
convicted of a crime involving an abuse of her office or position. 

 
2.  Except as amended above, all other provisions of the Employment Agreement shall 

remain in full force and effect as stated therein. 
 
This Amendment to the Employment Agreement is executed on the dates stated below. 
 
CITY OF SONOMA     LINDA KELLY 
 
 
___________________________   ___________________________ 
Joanne Sanders, Mayor 
 
Date: ______________________   Date: ______________________ 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
___________________________   ___________________________ 
Gay Johann, City Clerk    Jeffrey A. Walter, City Attorney 
  



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5D 
 
01/18/2012 

 
Department 

Fire 
Staff Contact  

Fire Chief Garcia 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval of the Execution of a Purchase Agreement for a New 2012 Chevrolet 4x4 Command/utility 
vehicle for the Fire Department. 

Summary 
The Fire Department is in need of replacing the 2002 Ford F-150 4x4 command/utility. This vehicle was 
scheduled for replacement in 2010 but the purchase has been deferred to 2012 with the revision of the 
Fire Department Vehicle Replacement Schedule in an attempt to get more service life out of the current 
vehicles. The 2002 Ford currently has 132,000 miles and is experiencing increasing repair costs.  State 
government and bid assistance programs were utilized to obtain the current bids which are good for 60 
days. The total vehicle amount includes vehicle purchase, code three DOT lighting and sirens, fire 
radios, and striping and lettering. Copies of the bids are included.  The funding for the purchase of this 
vehicle was included in the adopted 2011-12 City Budget. 

 
Recommended Council Action 

Accept the bid for the 2012 Chevrolet 4x4 pickup submitted by Sonoma Chevrolet utilizing the bid 
assistance program. This makes the final destination purchase place within the city limits of Sonoma 
thereby accruing sales tax to the City. 

Alternative Actions 
Delay or reject purchase of the vehicle for the Fire Department. 

Financial Impact 
Funding for this purchase will be from the Vehicle Replacement Reserve Fund.  Sufficient funding is 
available for this purchase. Total cost to the City will be approximately $35,600 which is lower than 
the budgeted amount of $40,000. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 
Vehicle Bids 

 
cc: 

 
 





















 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5E 
 
01/18/2012 

 
Department 

Police 
Staff Contact  

Chief Bret Sackett 
Agenda Item Title 

Resolution adopting a new Engineering and Traffic Surveys to allow enforcement of speed limits on 
certain segments of roads 

Summary 
 
In late 2011, the City re-engineered portions of 5th Street West as part of the City’s Comprehensive 
Bike Lane and Signage Project, which included bike lanes and a center turn lane.  These changes 
prompted the need to conduct another Traffic Engineering and Speed Survey of these segments of 
roadway to establish enforceable speed limits.  The California Vehicle Code prohibits the use of radar 
to enforce speed limits unless such speed limit is justified by an Engineering and Traffic Survey. 
 
In December, Frank Penry, the City’s Traffic Engineer, conducted the necessary surveys and is 
recommending NO CHANGE in the posted speed limit.   
 
Engineering and Traffic Survey Prior Survey New Survey 
5th St West – West Napa St to Andrieux St.  25 25 
5th St  West – Andrieux St to south city limit 30 30 
West MacArthur – 5th West to Broadway 25 25 

 
In essence, Mr. Penry's report does not change the posted speed limits for these segments, but only 
provides the necessary documentation to allow the use of radar to enforce the speed limits. 
 
Recommended Council Action 

Adopt a resolution establishing speed limits on the aforementioned street segments as 
recommended by our traffic engineer. 

Alternative Actions 
Defer action.  If resolution not adopted, radar cannot be used to enforce the speed limits. 

Financial Impact 
None 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Certified Engineering and Traffic Surveys for segments identified above 
Resolution 

Cc:          
 

 









CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  xx - 2012 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA 
APPROVING THE SPEED LIMITS FOR CERTAIN SEGMENTS OF 

5TH STREET WEST AND WEST MACARTHUR STREET 
 
 

WHEREAS, the California Vehicle Code provides a mechanism for local 
authorities to “determine and declare” a prima facie speed limit on the basis of an 
engineering and traffic survey; and 
 

WHEREAS, Title 10, Chapter 10.69, of the City’s Municipal Code describes a 
procedure for the establishment of such regulations; and 
 

WHEREAS, engineering and traffic surveys for these segments of roadway were 
prepared and analyzed by the City’s Traffic Engineer. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
Sonoma does hereby approve and declare that the speed limits determined by the 
engineering and traffic survey and recommended by the Traffic Engineer are as follows: 

 
Engineering and Traffic Survey Prior Survey New Survey 
5th St West – West Napa St to Andrieux St.  25 25 
5th St  West – Andrieux St to south city limit 30 30 
West MacArthur St – 5th West to Broadway 25 25 

 

APPROVED and ADOPTED this 18th day of January, 2012 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:   
ABSENT:  
 
         

        _____________________________ 
    Joanne Sanders, Mayor 

 
       ATTEST: 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Gay Johann, City Clerk 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council/CDA 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
 City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5F 
 
01/18/2012 

                                                                                            
Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact 
Gay Johann, City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 
Approval of the Minutes of the December 19, 2011 City Council / CDA Meeting. 

Summary 
The minutes have been prepared for Council review and approval. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve the minutes. 

Alternative Actions 
Correct or amend the minutes prior to approval. 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

 
Attachments: 

Minutes 
 



DRAFT MINUTES 

December 19, 2011, Page 1 of 9 

    
    
 
1. OPENING 
 
Mayor Sanders called the meeting to order and led the pledge of allegiance.  She announced 
that, pursuant to the Government Code, no comments by members of the public could be made 
except for comments on items on the agenda during the special meeting. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Sanders and Councilmembers Barbose, Brown, Gallian and Rouse 
ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager Kelly, Assistant City Manager Giovanatto, City Clerk Johann, 
City Attorney Walter, Fire Chief Garcia, and Planning Director Goodison. 
 
2. REGULAR CALENDAR 
 
Item 2A: Discussion, consideration and possible action selecting the 2012 City of 

Sonoma Alcalde.   
 
City Manager Kelly reported that the nominating committee had forwarded the names of David 
Donnelley, Whitney Evans and Steve Page to the Mayor for consideration. 
 
Mayor Sanders invited comments by the public.  2011 Alcaldesa Mary Evelyn Arnold thanked 
the City Council for the opportunity to serve and said it had been a great honor for her. 
 
Mayor Sanders stated that all three suggested candidates were deserving; however she was 
nominating Whitney Evans because he stood out for his passionate volunteerism in leadership 
positions in numerous community organizations. It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by 
Clm. Rouse, to ratify the nomination.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
RECESS:  The Mayor called a very brief recess so she could telephone Mr. Evans to inform 
him. 
 
Item 2B: Discussion, Consideration and possible action Annual Assignment of 

Councilmembers to various Boards and Committees.   
 
Councilmembers discussed their preferences for committee assignments.  There were no 
comments from the public.  It was moved by Clm. Rouse, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to ratify the 
appointments shown below.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Board/Committee/Commission 2012 Representative 
AB 939 Local Task Force (Sonoma County Waste 
Management Agency) 

Ken Brown 
City Manager, Alternate 

Concurrent Special Meetings Of 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 

& 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West 
December 19, 2011, 5:00 p.m. 

**** 
MINUTES 

City Council 
Joanne Sanders, Mayor 
Ken Brown, Mayor Pro Tem 
Steve Barbose 
Laurie Gallian 
Tom Rouse  
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Board/Committee/Commission 2012 Representative 
Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), General 
Assembly 

Laurie Gallian, Delegate 
Joanne Sanders, Alternate 

Cemetery Subcommittee Laurie Gallian 
Ken Brown 

Cittaslow Sonoma Valley Advisory Council Laurie Gallian 
Ken Brown, Alternate 

City Audit Committee 
 

Laurie Gallian 
Tom Rouse 

City Facilities Committee 
 

Steve Barbose 
Ken Brown 

CDA Loan Subcommittee 
 

Tom Rouse 
Joanne Sanders 
Steve Barbose, Alternate 

Community Choice Aggregation Focus Group Steve Barbose 
League of California Cities N.B. Division Liaison 
 

Tom Rouse 
Joanne Sanders, Alternate 

North Bay Watershed Assn. Board of Directors 
 

Steve Barbose 
Public Works Director, Alt. 

Sonoma Community Center Subcommittee (Ad Hoc) 
 

Steve Barbose 
Ken Brown 

Sonoma County Health Action 
 

Patricia Talbot 
Ken Brown, Alternate 

Sonoma County Mayor and Councilmembers Association 
Board of Directors 

Joanne Sanders 
Ken Brown 

Sonoma County Mayor and Councilmembers Association 
Legislative Committee 

Joanne Sanders  
Tom Rouse, Alternate 

Sonoma County Transportation Authority & Regional 
Climate Protection Authority 

Laurie Gallian 
Steve Barbose, Alternate 

Sonoma County Waste Management Agency 
 

Steve Barbose 
City Manager, Alternate 
Public Works Dir., 2nd Alt. 

Sonoma County/City Solid Waste Advisory Group (SWAG) Steve Barbose 
Laurie Gallian, Alternate 

Sonoma Disaster Council Joanne Sanders 
Ken Brown, Alternate 

Sonoma Housing Corporation Joanne Sanders 
Ken Brown 

Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission 
 

Ken Brown 
Tom Rouse, Alternate 

Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District Board of 
Directors 

Joanne Sanders 
Ken Brown 

S.V. Economic Development Steering Committee Joanne Sanders 
Tom Rouse, Alternate 

Sonoma Valley Fire & Rescue Authority Oversight 
Committee 

Joanne Sanders 
Ken Brown 

Sonoma Valley Library Advisory Committee Joanne Sanders 
Ken Brown, Alternate 

Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition Ken Brown 
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Board/Committee/Commission 2012 Representative 
Valley of the Moon Water District / City of Sonoma Ad Hoc 
Committee 

Laurie Gallian 
Steve Barbose 

Water Advisory Committee Laurie Gallian 
Steve Barbose, Alternate 

 
Item 2C: Discussion, consideration and possible adoption of Annual City Council 

Meeting Calendar for 2012.  
 
City Manager Kelly presented the draft meeting calendar for 2012.  By unanimous consensus, 
Councilmembers directed that a study session on pension reform be held February 22, 2012, 5 
– 7 p.m. with February 27 as an alternate date; a joint meeting with the Planning Commission 
and Design Review Commission be held April 30, 2012, 5-7 p.m.; and that staff attempt to 
schedule a joint session with the Sonoma Valley Unified School District Board on March 19, 
2012 at 5:30 p.m.  They agreed to cancel the first meeting in August 2012 for observation of a 
summer recess and that the first meeting of 2013 would be held on Wednesday January 9, 
2013. 
 
Acknowledging the arrival at the meeting of Whitney Evans, Mayor Sanders congratulated him 
on being named the 2012 Alcalde.  He thanked the City Council. 
 
3. ADJOURNMENT TO 6:00 MEETING 
 
The Special Meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m. to the Regular Meeting. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
At 6:00 p.m. Mayor Sanders called the meeting to order. 
 
1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Lin Marie deVincent thanked the City Council for their commitment to public service.  She noted 
that she had been nominated for the Sonoma County Poet Lauriat; however did not win the 
distinction.  She then read a poem entitled Song of the Builders. 
 
Bill Mannina requested that the City provide access to video recordings of the Council meetings 
on its website. 
 
Michael Sexton announced that Echelon Grand Fondo would like to move their May 2012 event 
to Sonoma.  City Manager Kelly stated that the City was in receipt of their event application and 
staff was processing it. 

Concurrent Meetings Of 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 

(Regular Meeting) 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

(Special Meeting) 
Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West 

December 19, 2011, 6:00 p.m. 
**** 

MINUTES 

City Council 
Joanne Sanders, Mayor 
Ken Brown, Mayor Pro Tem 
Steve Barbose 
Laurie Gallian 
Tom Rouse  
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2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 
Clm. Rouse dedicated the meeting to Howie Ehret and announced that a memorial service in 
his memory would be held at the Community Center on January 21, 2012.  Each 
Councilmember expressed fond and loving memories of Mr. Ehret and extended their deepest 
condolences to his family. 
 
Clm. Brown reported the visit from Ukranian Consul General’s office went well and he wanted to 
invite them back for another visit. 
 
Clm. Gallian also mentioned the visit with the Ukranian Consul General and dedicated the 
meeting in the memory of Joseph “Bill” Kohut. 
 
Clm. Rouse thanked Mayor Sanders and City staff for their efforts in the establishment of safe 
medicine drop off locations in Sonoma. 
 
Clm. Barbose, noting receipt of a report from Bob Edwards on behalf of Sonoma Valley Dog, 
suggested he be invited to make a ten-minute presentation at a future meeting to present their 
recommendations. 
 
Mayor Sanders reported attendance at the Skate Park meeting and stated that a front-page 
article in the North Bay Business Journal indicated that the tourism investment in Napa was 
paying off. 
 
3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
City Manager Kelly announced that Rancho de Sonoma owners had received their water grant, 
selected a contractor and work would begin that week.  She congratulated Maintenance Worker 
John Trueblood upon the occasion of his retirement and announced that the next meeting of the 
City Council would be on January 18, 2012. 
 
4. PRESENTATIONS – None Scheduled 
 
5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER 
 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.   
Item 5B: By Resolution Approve Agency Surcharge Agreement with Sonoma County 

Waste Management Agency to Pay to Agency Surcharge Amount for 
Refuse Disposed of by Sonoma Garbage Company, Inc. outside of Sonoma 
County.  Removed from Consent, see below. 

Item 5C: Approval of a Resolution to Tax Defer Member Paid Contributions in 
Accordance with Internal Revenue Code [IRC] 414[h][2].  Resolution No. 42-
2011. 

Item 5D: Approve Transitional Memorandum of Understanding with Sonoma 
Fire/IAFF Local 3593 and Transitional Management Agreement for the 
position of Division Chief for Outsourcing of All Association Work 
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Functions Encompassing All Negotiable Wages, Hours, Term and 
Conditions of Employment in conjunction with the City of Sonoma 
transition to Contracting all Fire Services with the Valley of the Moon Fire 
District. 

Item 5E: Presentation of Annual Report to the Sonoma Community Development 
Board in Accordance with Requirements of State Health and Safety Code 
Section 33080.1 as Determined by the Office of the State Controller.   

Item 5F: Adoption of Plans and Specifications and Award of Contract to Quimu 
Contracting Inc., lowest responsible bidder, for the Maxwell Village 
Pedestrian Improvements Project No. 0928, for the Base Bid in the amount 
of $74,967. 

 
Mayor Sanders removed Consent Item 5B and invited comments from the public.  Bill Mannina 
asked if the agreement contained in Consent Item 5D was for one employee or all of them.  
Assistant City Manager Giovanatto responded that it was for all the Fire Department employees.  
Mayor Sanders pointed out the agreement would only go into effect if the contract for services 
further down on the agenda was approved. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Rouse, to approve the items remaining on the 
Consent Calendar.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item 5B: By Resolution Approve Agency Surcharge Agreement with Sonoma County 

Waste Management Agency to Pay to Agency Surcharge Amount for 
Refuse Disposed of by Sonoma Garbage Company, Inc. outside of Sonoma 
County.   

 
Mayor Sanders requested clarification regarding the financial impact of this item.  Assistant City 
Manager Giovanatto stated that the fees paid to the County would come from Sonoma Garbage 
Company.  It was moved by Clm. Rouse, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to adopt Resolution No. 41-
2011 entitled A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Sonoma Approving the Agency 
Surcharge Agreement With Sonoma County Waste Management Agency.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Item 6A: Appeal by Sebastiani Winery of the Planning Commission’s decision to 

approve a Temporary Use Permit to allow a seasonal outdoor food truck 
event (“Food Truck Fridays”) within the main parking lot of the Sebastiani 
Winery located at 389 Fourth Street East.   
 

Associate Planner Atkins presented the staff report and responded to a few questions from 
Councilmembers.  
 
Mayor Sanders opened the public hearing.  Erin McTaggart spoke against allowing music or 
food trucks at the winery and urged Council to uphold the decision of the Planning Commission. 
 
Linda McGarr also spoke against the winery events.  She stated the food trucks take business 
away from the local restaurants. 
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Christopher Johnson, Hospitality Manager, Sebastiani Winery, stated they had been holding 
Friday Night events for several years with no complaints and this last year added the Food 
Truck Fridays once a month. He said the events had been very popular with the locals and 
tourists.  Mr. Johnson said they were asking the Council to reverse two of the conditions of 
approval of their use permit application by the Planning Commission.  They want to be allowed 
to use generators and to keep the doors to the winery tasting room open.  Clm. Barbose 
inquired about the use of electricity.  Mr. Johnson responded that the existing GFI outlets could 
not handle the load and their entire electrical infrastructure would have to be redone to 
accommodate the food trucks.  
 
Clm. Gallian inquired about complaints regarding not being properly licensed.  Mr. Johnson 
assured the Council that the proper licenses had been obtained from the City and the Health 
Department. 
 
Seeing there were no additional comments from the public, Mayor Sanders closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Clm. Rouse commented that the issue for him was not the use of generators or whether the 
doors remained open; it was that the food truck vendors were not local and did not generate any 
sales tax for the City.  He said they took business away from the local restaurants which do 
generate sales tax.  It was moved by Clm Rouse, seconded by Clm. Barbose, to deny the 
appeal and uphold the decision of the Planning Commission.  Clm. Barbose commented that 
the events generated income for the winery and they should install whatever was necessary to 
accommodate the power needs of the food trucks. He also pointed out the scrutiny other music 
venues, like Hop Monk, had been put through and that he felt that was why the Planning 
Commission wanted the doors closed during music events. 
 
Clm. Brown pointed out that the events increased winery sales which did generate sales tax.  
He stated he would support closing the doors; but that requiring the winery to switch over to an 
alternate source of power by April was arduous. 
 
Mayor Sanders stated that residents in the vicinity accepted the winery operations but the 
ongoing events had changed the nature of the property use.  She said if she had been on the 
Planning Commission, she probably would not have allowed the events to go this far.  The 
motion carried four to one; Clm. Brown dissented. 
 
Item 6B: Discussion, consideration and possible action adopting a resolution in 

support of the City’s Community Development Block Grant [CDBG] 
Application for FY 2012/13.  

 
Assistant City Manager Giovanatto reported on the City’s prior use of the grant funds and stated 
that, if awarded, this year staff recommended the funds go towards completion of the second 
phase of the accessibility improvements at Depot Park. 
 
The public hearing was opened and closed with no comments received. 
 
It was moved by Clm Gallian, seconded by Clm. Brown to adopt Resolution No. 43-2011 entitled 
A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Sonoma Endorsing and Prioritizing Applications 
for the Community Development Block Grant Consolidated Application for FY 2012/13.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
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RECESS:  The meeting recessed from 7:30 to 7:40 p.m. 
 
7. REGULAR CALENDAR 
 
Item 7A: Discussion, consideration and possible action on the recommendations of 

the Ad Hoc Committee on Formula Businesses. 
 
Planning Director Goodison reported that he and Economic Development Manager Decker had 
provided staff support for the committee.  He reported on the meetings of the committee and 
summarized their recommendation as follows:  Formula businesses (limited to retail, personal 
services and restaurants) to be regulated by use permit through a two-tiered approach that 
would be more restrictive in the vicinity of the Plaza.  A business within a chain of nine or fewer 
locations would not be subject to any new form of review.  A business within a chain of 10-X 
stores would be defined as a Formula Business and would be allowed subject to use permit 
review except within shopping centers having five or more tenant spaces.  Businesses within a 
chain of greater than X stores would be prohibited in the Plaza Retail Overlay zone, but allowed 
subject to use permit elsewhere except within shopping centers having five or more tenant 
spaces.  Goodison pointed out that the committee left the decision on the threshold number of 
stores (represented by the X above) up to the City Council. 
 
Goodison and Decker responded to a few questions posed by the Councilmembers.   
 
Mayor Sanders invited comments from the public.  Ken Niles stated that the Planning 
Commission and past City Councils had maintained the historic character of the City for many 
years and he hoped they would continue to do so by whatever means necessary. 
 
Bill Mannina stated that the benefits a company provided to their employees should be weighed 
when deciding if a business could come in or not. 
 
Ben Boyce stated that he was puzzled by the rigidly ideological position some took in opposition 
to what was being proposed. 
 
Nancy Simpson stated that she was pro-business but not at the expense of ruining the City’s 
historic resources.  She felt that the City was missing an important foundation of protection of 
historic resources.  It has an historic district and an overlay zone but was missing basic 
business-friendly ordinances and guidelines for historic resources.   
 
Loyce Haren stated that obtaining Certified Local Government status would be helpful. 
 
Jennifer Yankovich stated that the Chamber felt the City had adequate regulations already in 
place and did not support the committee’s recommendation.  She pointed out that at times it 
was the large anchor stores that were the dealmakers for small locally owned businesses. 
 
Dick Cuneo stated he owned property on the square and felt the proposal was too restrictive 
and would prevent businesses from coming in and adding value to the Plaza and the City. 
 
Tom Anderson, appearing as a private citizen, did not support the proposed regulations. 
 
Mayor Sanders took a straw poll to see if Council was interested in moving ahead with an 
ordinance.  Councilmembers Barbose, Brown and Gallian indicated that they were in favor of 
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moving ahead.  Clm. Barbose stated that a clear majority on the committee wanted to protect 
the Plaza from large chain stores and that the use permit approach would allow an opportunity 
to weigh a business based on its merits and the required findings.  
 
Following a discussion of individual suggestions, Council reached a majority consensus that the 
definition for Formula Business would be a chain of between ten and two hundred fifty stores.  It 
was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Brown, to direct staff to move forward in 
formulation of the ordinance.    
 
Clm. Rouse said he did not like bans because they lead to unintended consequences and he 
felt the use permit process would be enough to protect the Plaza.  He stated the ban could lead 
to additional foreclosures and asked Councilmembers to rethink their positions on the matter.   
 
Mayor Sanders agreed with Clm. Rouse.  She noted that she has been steadfast in her support 
for protecting the historic nature of the City and she felt it could continue to be protected through 
a very stringent design review process.  The motion carried three to two, Rouse and Sanders 
dissented. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Brown, to direct staff to bring back a 
moratorium ordinance at the next meeting.  The motion carried three to two, Rouse and 
Sanders dissented. 
 
RECESS:  The meeting recessed from 8:50 to 8:55 p.m. 
 
Item 7B: Discussion, consideration, and possible action regarding entering into a 

contract for Fire Services with the Valley of the Moon Fire Protection 
District. 

 
Fire Chief Garcia thanked the City Council, the Valley of the Moon (VOM) Fire Protection District 
Board, City Manager Kelly and Assistant City Manager Giovanatto for their support throughout 
the process that it took to get to this point.  He stated that the process began in 2002 because 
the two departments felt they could do things better together.  Garcia stated there would be 
huge benefits of coming together. 
 
Assistant City Manager Giovanatto reported that the five-year contract had already been 
approved by the VOM Board.  She stated that the City would save $100,000 the first year from 
the economy of scale. 
 
Mayor Sanders assured the public that Councilmembers had spent considerable time through 
the last several years considering this merger.  She invited comments from the public. 
 
Bill Mannina stated that the City had done a great job running its Fire Department and should 
not contract with VOM.  He questioned the cost calculation and distribution and commented that 
he did not believe the City save money by contracting with the Sheriff’s Department for law 
enforcement services. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Brown, to approve the contract for fire services 
as offered by Valley of the Moon Fire Protection District.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
City Manager Kelly, in response to comments made by Mr. Mannina, stated that the Police 
Department budget had only seen annual increases averaging 2%.  
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8. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 
 
Item 8A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported on the Ag and Open Space District and announced a Cittaslow workshop 
would be held in February 2012. 
 
Mayor Sanders reported that two Cultural and Fine Arts Commission members appeared at the 
Library Advisory Committee meeting to discuss the Public Art project at the library.  Also 
discussed at the meeting was the issue of the blue book donation bins in town that were taking 
book donations away from the Friends of the Library.   
 
Item 8B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
Mayor Gallian congratulated City Clerk Johann for receiving the 2011 Wes McClure Outstanding 
Assistant award and she thanked Ukraine Sister City Chair Tarney Baldinger for her efforts in 
facilitating the visit from the Ukrainian Consul General. 
 
At 9:34 p.m. Mayor Sanders announced the City Council would convene in closed session as 
listed on the agenda and invited comments from the public on the topic.  There were no 
comments from the public. 
 
9. CLOSED SESSION 
 
Item 9A: CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS, pursuant to 

Government Code §54956.8.  Property: Sebastiani Theater, 476 First Street 
East, Sonoma.  Agency Negotiators:  Councilmember Steve Barbose, City 
Manager Kelly & City Attorney Walter.  Negotiating Parties: Sebastiani Building 
Investors, Inc.  Under Negotiation:  Price and terms of lease.   

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 10:00 p.m. the City Council reconvened in open session.  Mayor Sanders announced that 
direction was provided to staff while in Closed Session and adjourned the meeting in the 
memory of Howie Ehret and Joseph “Bill” Kohut to Wednesday, January 18, 2012. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the        day of                 2011. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann, MMC 
City Clerk 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5G 
 
01/18/2012 

 
Department 

Planning and Community Services 

Staff Contact  
Associate Planner Atkins 

Agenda Item Title 
Resolution upholding the decision of the Planning Commission to approve a Temporary Use Permit 
allowing a seasonal outdoor food truck event within the main parking lot of the Sebastian Winery 
(implementing the City Council action of December 19, 2011). 

Summary 
On September 14, 2011, the Sebastiani Winery filed an application for a Use Permit to authorize a 
second season of its “Food Truck Friday” event, in which six food trucks would vend from the main 
parking lot of the Winery on the fourth Friday evening of each month on a seasonal basis in 
conjunction with its existing Friday evening music series (which occurs indoors, in the tasting room). 
This application was reviewed by the Planning Commission at its meeting on October 13, 2011. 
After holding a public hearing on the matter, the Planning Commission voted 5-2 to approve a 
Temporary Use permit, subject to amended conditions of approval that included the following:  
 Limiting the event to the months of April through September.  
 Requiring a mid-event review no later than July 15, 2012.  
 Prohibiting the use of generators by the food vendors. 
 Requiring that the winery door next to the music be kept closed.  

On October 27, 2011, the Sebastiani Winery filed an appeal of this decision. In the appeal, 
objections were raised with regard to two conditions of approval: 1) the prohibition on the use of 
generators, and, 2) the requirement that the tasting room doors on the northeast side of the building 
be kept closed. After considering the appeal at its meeting of December 19, 2011, the City Council 
voted 4-1 to uphold the decision of the Planning Commission. As directed by the Council, staff has 
prepared a draft resolution (attached) to implement the City Council’s decision. 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt the resolution upholding the decision of the Planning Commission to approve a Temporary 
Use Permit allowing a seasonal outdoor food truck event within the main parking lot of the 
Sebastiani Winery, subject to the conditions of project approval. 

Alternative Actions 
Direct amendments to the resolution and/or revised conditions of project approval. 

Financial Impact 
None. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

1. Resolution 
cc:       Sebastiani Winery, Attn: Christopher Johnson, 389 Fourth Street East, Sonoma, CA  95476 

  Gary Edwards, Planning Commission Chair, 305 Chase Street, Sonoma, CA  95476 
  Sebastiani Temporary Use Permit mailing list

 



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. xx - 2012 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SONOMA CITY COUNCIL DENYING THE APPEAL BY THE SEBASTIANI 
WINERY OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION’S DECISION TO APPROVE A TEMPORARY USE 

PERMIT TO ALLOW A SEASONAL OUTDOOR FOOD TRUCK EVENT WITHIN THE MAIN PARKING 
LOT OF THE SEBASTIANI WINERY LOCATED AT 389 FOURTH STREET EAST 

 
 WHEREAS, on September 14, 2011, an application was filed by the Sebastiani Winery for a Use 
Permit to authorize a second season of its “Food Truck Friday” event on the fourth Friday evening of each 
month on a seasonal basis in conjunction with its existing Friday evening music series at 389 Fourth 
Street East; and, 

 WHEREAS, upon considering this request in the course of a public hearing held on October 13, 
2011, the Planning Commission voted 5-2 to approve a temporary use permit subject to conditions; and, 

 WHEREAS, this decision was appealed to the City Council by the Sebastiani Winery, on the 
basis that the applicant objected to the following conditions: 1) the prohibition of the use of generators 
(condition number 11); and, 2) the requirement that the doors on the northeast area of the tasting room 
be kept closed (condition number 12); and, 

 WHEREAS, the City Council considered the appeal in a duly noticed public hearing held on 
December 19, 2011; and, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Sonoma hereby 
denies the appeal of the Sebastiani Winery, thereby upholding the Planning Commission’s approval of the 
temporary use permit. 
 
 
 The foregoing Resolution was duly adopted this 18th day of January 2012, by the following roll call vote: 
 
 
 
 AYES:  
 NOES:  
 ABSENT:  
       _____________________________ 
       Joanne Sanders, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
Gay Johann, CMC 
City Clerk 
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Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5H 
 
1/12/12 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Linda Kelly, City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Adoption of a Resolution of the City Council determining that the City of Sonoma shall not retain the 
housing assets and functions of the dissolved Sonoma Community Development Agency resulting in 
transfer of the housing assets and functions of the dissolved Sonoma Community Development 
Agency to the Housing Authority of the County of Sonoma, pursuant to Health and Safety Code 
Section 34176 

Summary 
Pursuant to provisions of AB1X 26, a city may choose to retain or decline to retain its “housing 
assets and functions” of its soon to be former redevelopment agency. If a city chooses to decline 
retention of the housing assets and functions, such housing assets and functions shall, by operation 
of law as set forth in Health and Safety Code Section 34176(b)(2), be transferred to the Housing 
Authority of the County of Sonoma upon the dissolution of the Sonoma Community Development 
Agency. 
At its Special Meeting of January 12, 2012, the City Council considered its options with respect to 
retaining the housing assets and functions of the soon to be dissolved Sonoma Community 
Development Agency. In weighing the various considerations and financial implications, the majority 
of Council directed staff to bring forward a resolution declining to retain the CDA’s housing assets 
and functions.  Legal counsel advises that this decision be made through adoption of a resolution 
prior to dissolution of the Sonoma CDA on February 1, 2012. 
Staff is holding discussions with the Sonoma Community Development Commission/Sonoma County 
Housing Authority staff regarding issues related to the transition. The County, as the Successor 
Housing Agency, is granted the right to enforce affordability covenants and take other actions 
consistent with the former CDA’s authority with respect to affordable housing. 
Given the state of State Legislation regarding a potential extension of the deadline to adopt this 
resolution, legal counsel has included the following provision in the attached resolution: This 
Resolution is adopted in contemplation of the dissolution of the Sonoma Community Development 
Agency pursuant to AB1x26 occurring as of February 1, 2012.  If the dissolution does not occur on 
that date because State legislation extends the dissolution date, this Resolution automatically shall 
be null and void without the necessity of any further action by the City Council so that the City 
Council may further consider the matter on or after February 1, 2012 in light of such extension and 
such other new information that may be available during the extension period. 
 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt resolution. 

Alternative Actions 
Postpone discussion to an adjourned regular meeting or special meeting held on or prior to January 31, 
2012, or provide other direction to staff. 

Financial Impact 
AB1X 26 as written does not provide the 20% housing set-aside funding that was provided to the 
CDA prior to AB1X26.  As such, if the City of Sonoma retained its housing assets and functions, no 



Agenda Item 5H  

 
 

ongoing funding would be provided for Affordable Housing Program Management, Administration 
and Projects. The current fund balance in the City’s Low to Moderate income (LMI) fund is 
approximately $580,000, which would be transferred to the County Housing Authority as of February 
1, 2012.   
The housing properties currently owned by the CDA would be transferred to the County Housing 
Authority.  These include the 20269 Broadway affordable housing site, Village Green II 34-unit 
apartment complex at 650 Fourth Street West, and a vacant parcel at 650 West Spain Street. The 
Sonoma Highway affordable housing site has been transferred to Affordable Housing Associates 
under an agreement which was signed February 8, 2011. 
The CDA currently owes the Low to Moderate income (LMI) fund $1,125,836 due to the 2010 loan 
from the LMI fund for the Supplemental Educational Revenue Augmentation Fund (SERAF) 
payment to the State. This liability is listed on the City’s adopted Enforceable Obligation Payment 
Schedule. Under AB1X 26, the payback of this loan must be fulfilled. It is speculated that the 
Successor Housing Agency (the County Housing Authority) may receive the proceeds of this 
repayment; however, this is still unclear under current law. In addition, the City’s affordable housing 
allocation in the 2011 Tax Allocation Bond could be applied to a future affordable housing project 
managed by the County Housing Authority.  
Emergency Legislation is being sought at the State legislative level to reinstate some form of funding 
for Successor Housing Agencies.  
 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Resolution 
 

cc:  
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CITY OF SONOMA 

RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SONOMA, CALIFORNIA DETERMINING THAT THE CITY OF 

SONOMA SHALL NOT RETAIN THE HOUSING ASSETS AND 

FUNCTIONS OF THE DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY RESULTING IN TRANSFER OF THE 

HOUSING ASSETS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DISSOLVED 

SONOMA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY TO THE 

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE COUNTY OF SONOMA, 

PURSUANT TO HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 34176 

WHEREAS, the Sonoma Community Development Agency (“CDA”) is a public body, 
corporate and politic, organized and existing under the California Community Redevelopment 
Law (Health & Safety Code Section 33000 et seq.); and 

WHEREAS, the City of Sonoma is a municipal corporation and a general law city of the 
State of California (“City”); and 

WHEREAS, on December 29, 2011, the California Supreme Court issued its opinion in 
the case California Redevelopment Association, et al. v. Ana Matosantos, etc., et al., Case No. 
S196861, and upheld the validity of Assembly Bill 1x26 (“AB1x26”) and invalidated Assembly 
Bill 1x27; and 

WHEREAS, the Court’s decision results in the implementation of AB1x26 which 
dissolves all the redevelopment agencies in the State of California as of February 1, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to a provision of AB1x26, codified as Health and Safety Code 
Section 34176, the city, in the case of a redevelopment agency of a city, may elect to retain the 
housing assets and functions of the dissolved redevelopment agency; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council, having considered the matter, has determined, in its 
legislative discretion, that it is in the best interests of the City for the City to NOT retain the 
housing assets and functions of the dissolved CDA; and 

WHEREAS, with the foregoing determination, upon the dissolution of the CDA 
scheduled to occur, as of the date of this Resolution, on February 1, 2012, the housing assets and 
functions of the dissolved CDA are transferred to the Housing Authority of the County of 
Sonoma as “local housing authority” defined in Health and Safety Code Section 34176(b)(2); 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Sonoma resolves as follows: 

Section 1. The foregoing Recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein. 
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Section 2. The City Council hereby determines that the City of Sonoma shall not 
retain the housing assets and functions of the dissolved Sonoma Community Development 
Agency, and that such housing assets and functions shall, by operation of law as set forth in 
Health and Safety Code Section 34176(b)(2), shall be transferred to the Housing Authority of the 
County of Sonoma upon the dissolution of the Sonoma Community Development Agency. 

Section 3. The City Manager and his authorized designees are hereby authorized and 
directed to take such other and further actions and sign such other and further documents as is 
necessary and proper to implement this Resolution on behalf of the City. 

 
Section 4. This Resolution is adopted in contemplation of the dissolution of the 

Sonoma Community Development Agency pursuant to AB1x26 occurring as of February 1, 
2012.  If the dissolution does not occur on that date because State legislation extends the 
dissolution date, this Resolution automatically shall be null and void without the necessity of any 
further action by the City Council so that the City Council may further consider the matter on or 
after February 1, 2012 in light of such extension and such other new information that may be 
available during the extension period. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this ____ day of January, 2012. 

       

________________________________ 
      Joanne Sanders, Mayor 

 
 
CITY OF SONOMA  ) 
    ) .ss 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
 
 I, Gay Johann, City Clerk of the City of Sonoma, hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Sonoma at an adjourned regular 
meeting thereof held on January ____ 2012, by the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  
 
 NOES: 
 
 ABSENT: 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Gay Johann, City Clerk 
 
[SEAL] 
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Agenda Item Title 
 
Review and Consideration of: (1) a Refuse Rate Adjustment and Certain Program Modifications for 
2011-2012 with City Franchisee Sonoma Garbage Company, Inc. (“SGC”); (2) Fourth Amendment to 
Contract (Franchise Agreement with SGC); and (3) Indemnification Agreements with Keller Canyon 
and Redwood Landfills. 

 
Summary 
The City’s franchise Refuse Hauler, Sonoma Garbage Company, Inc. [SGC] has submitted the 
proposed rate increase for the 2012 annual period.  The proposal includes three components for 
consideration as outlined in the document [attached].  SGC’s updated program includes the completion 
of the outhaul provisions from the 2010-11 rate adjustment, creation of a permanent food waste 
disposal program and calculation of the Refuse Rate Index to establish the increase in the base rate.  
All proposals are geared towards bringing cost effective solutions to address the needs of the 
community.  Discussion of all three components has taken place in a meeting with Sonoma Garbage.  
Participants in the meeting included Sonoma Garbage representatives John Curotto and Ken Wells 
and City representative Assistant City Manager Giovanatto.   
Proposed Rate Adjustment for 2012 is requested as follows: 
 
Residential and Debris Box Rates:   
2.2% [RRI] + 2.34% [tipping fee adjustment] = 4.54% rate increase 
 
Commercial Rates: 
2.2% [RRI] + 2.34% [tipping fee adjustment = 3.01% [Food Waste Program] = 7.55% rate increase 
 
Some of the above programmatic changes as well as SGC’s commitment to (a) reimburse the City for 
the tipping surcharge fees the City has agreed to pay to the Sonoma County Waste Management 
Agency (“SCWMA”), (b) indemnify the City under certain circumstances, and (c) provide records and 
other matters should be memorialized in an amendment (4th) to the City-SGC franchise agreement, 
which agreement is before the Council for consideration and approval. 
 
Finally, SGC has indicated that it may dispose of some of the City’s waste stream to facilities owned by 
or under the auspices of Keller Canyon and/or Redwood landfills.  Those landfill companies have 
agreed to indemnify the City for hazardous waste, closure and post-closure liabilities, among others, 
which agreements are before the Council for consideration and approval.  
 
 
Recommended Council Action 
Staff recommends Council approval of all program components and rate increase comprised of the 
following elements: 
 

1. Residential Rate increase of 4.54% effective January 1, 2012, and Commercial Rate increase 
of 7.55% 

2. Complete final year of outhaul to Napa Transfer Station 
3. Implement Commercial Food Waste Composting Service 



 
 

4. Amendment to Franchise Agreement 
5. Approve the indemnification agreements with Keller Canyon and Redwood Landfills 

 
(A Resolution confirming these actions will be brought forth for adoption on a future consent calendar.) 
Alternative Actions 

1) Defer action pending receipt of additional specified information 
Financial Impact 

Franchise fee revenue is estimated to increase by approximately $4,000 
Attachments 

Supplemental Report 
4th Amendment to Contract with Sonoma Garbage Collectors 
Indemnification Agreements (to be provided prior to or at Council meeting) 

cc: 

Sonoma Garbage Collectors 
 



 

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
Review and Consideration of a Refuse Rate Adjustment & Certain Program 

Modifications for 2011-2012 with Sonoma Garbage Company, Inc. 
 

For City Council meeting of January 18, 2012 
 

             
The City’s franchise Refuse Hauler, Sonoma Garbage Company, Inc. [SGC] has 
submitted the proposed rate increase for the 2012 annual period.  The proposal includes 
three components for consideration as outlined in the document [attached].  SGC’s 
updated program includes the completion of the outhaul provisions from the 2010-11 
rate adjustment, creation of a permanent food waste disposal program and calculation of 
the Refuse Rate Index to establish the increase in the base rate.  All proposals are 
geared towards bringing cost effective solutions to address the needs of the community.  
Discussion of all three components has taken place in a meeting with Sonoma Garbage.  
Participants in the meeting included Sonoma Garbage representatives John Curotto and 
Ken Wells and City representative Assistant City Manager Giovanatto.  The three 
components are summarized as follows: 
 
1. Proposed Increase in Refuse Collection Rates 2012 
The franchise agreement with SGC requires an annual financial review of the franchisee 
and calculation of appropriate rate increase.  In 2007, the City adopted the methodology 
formulated by Sonoma County Waste Management Agency based on a Refuse Rate 
Index [RRI].  The RRI is a price indexing method designed specifically for adjusting 
collection rates based on various published indices that are applicable to the actual 
costs incurred by a refuse hauler rather than an estimated percentage increase based 
on financial reports.  The RRI methodology produces a more accurate rate adjustment 
since the RRI includes only those economic changes that directly affect solid waste and 
recycling collection costs.  Using this method, the collection rates are based on changes 
in cost categories that are specific to the collection business.  Annually the City 
calculates the RRI rate percentage using a weighted percentage change to six specific 
cost categories of labor, fuel, vehicle replacement, vehicle maintenance, tipping fees and 
other. 
 
Refuse Rate Increase 
Based on the RRI calculation, SGC would be approved for a 2.20% rate increase 
effective January 1, 2012.   
 
2. Completion of Outhaul Provision/Return to Sonoma County Landfill 
Disposal 
 
SGC’s proposal in 2011 included outhauling of up to half of the City’s solid waste to the 
Devlin Road Transfer Station [Napa] for a period of two years.  By redirecting 
approximately half of the City’s refuse material, the SGC would and did save tipping fee 
dollars to assist in replenishment of its Vehicle Replacement Fund.  SGC intends to stop 
out hauling the City’s municipal waste in November 2012 at which time SGC intends to 
haul all City refuse  to Sonoma County landfill.   
 
Impact of Returning to Sonoma County Landfill:  According to calculations prepared by 
SGC, returning to the Sonoma County disposal system in 2013 will create an additional 
cost equivalent to 4.68% due to the difference in disposal costs (i.e., Sonoma County is 
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more expensive).  SGC is proposing to adjust all refuse rates in two equal steps, with an 
increase of 2.34%  in 2012 and another 2.34% in 2013.  This will assist in spreading the 
rate impacts over a longer period, avoiding a larger single year rate impact in 2013. 
 
 
3. Implement the Commercial Food Waste Composting Service 
 
Included in the 2011 rate increase, SGC brought a new program to the table involving 
the collection of commercial food waste for composting to be offered to business 
customers at no additional charge over their current collection service cost.  Participation 
in this program was voluntary for businesses that generate food waste such as 
restaurants, grocery stores, inns, etc.  SGC has reported that this pilot project has been 
well-received by the commercial establishments and is recommending implementing the 
program on a permanent basis.  In order to fund the costs related to this specific waste 
stream, SGC has calculated the on-going cost of the new service will require an 
additional rate adjustment of 3.01% to the commercial customer base. 
 
Proposed Rate Adjustment for 2012 is requested as follows: 
 
Residential and Debris Box Rates 2.2% [RRI] + 2.34% [tipping fee adjustment] = 4.54% 
rate increase  
Commercial Rates: 
2.2% [RRI] + 2.34% [tipping fee adjustment = 3.01% [Food Waste Program] = 7.55% 
rate increase  
 
Fourth Amendment to Franchise Agreement 
 
In addition to making it clear that SGC has the discretion whether to transport the City’s 
municipal waste to sites other than Sonoma County landfill facilities and incorporating 
the commercial food waste composting service, the Fourth Amendment to the City-SGC 
franchise agreement obligates SGC to indemnify the City for various liabilities, including 
hazardous waste and landfill closure/post-closure costs incurred at any of the landfill and 
disposal facilities to which SGC transports City municipal waste other than County of 
Sonoma facilities.  The Fourth Amendment also clarifies SGC’s reporting and accounting 
obligations and requires SGC to reimburse the City the surcharge fees the City has 
agreed to pay to the Sonoma County Waste Management Agency  because of the 
reduced tonnage that SGC is currently transporting to the Sonoma County transfer 
station. 
 
Indemnification from Keller Canyon and Redwood Landfills 
The municipal solid waste that SGC is transporting to the Devlin Road transfer station is 
thereafter transported by other parties to Keller Canyon landfill (located in Contra Costa 
County).  SGC has indicated that it might be interested in transporting City municipal 
waste to Redwood landfill, located along highway 101 between Novato and Petaluma.  
Not only does the Fourth Amendment discussed above impose upon SGC the obligation 
to indemnify the City for hazardous waste, closure and post-closure liabilities arising out 
of transporting waste to these landfills, the owners/operators of these landfills have also 
agreed to indemnify the City for these types of liabilities.  The two agreements with these 
landfill operators/owners are attached. 
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Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends Council approval of all program components and rate increase 
proposed by Sonoma Garbage as described above.  In summary, this recommendation, 
which requires adoption of the attached resolution, is comprised of the following 
elements: 
 

1. Rate increase of 2.20% effective January 1, 2012 
2. Complete final year of outhaul to Napa Transfer Station 
3. Implement Commercial Food Waste Composting Service 
4. Amendment to Franchise Agreement 
5. Two Indemnification Agreements with Landfill Companies 

 
 
Attachments 
 
1. Sonoma Garbage Collectors’ proposal 
2. Rate comparison worksheet 
3. 4th Amendment to Franchise Agreement 
4. Two Indemnification Agreements with Landfill Companies (FORTHCOMING, to be 

delivered prior to or at the meeting of January 18, 2012) 
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FOURTH AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT 
 

 This fourth amendment is executed at Sonoma, California on January 18, 2012, 
by and between the City of Sonoma, a municipal corporation, (“City”) and Sonoma 
Garbage Collectors, a California corporation, (“Contractor”). 
 
    RECITALS 
 
 WHEREAS, City entered into a contract on October 19, 1994 with John D. 
Curotto, Margaret Curotto, and John D. Curotto, Jr. (Sonoma Garbage Collectors) for the 
exclusive right to collect and remove garbage and rubbish within the City.  Said contract 
has been amended three times (collectively, the October 19, 1994, agreement and its three 
amendments shall be referred to as the “Contract”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, on November18, 2002, the City consented to an assignment of the 
Contract from  John D. Curotto, Margaret Curotto, and John D. Curotto, Jr. (Sonoma 
Garbage Collectors) to Sonoma Garbage Collectors, a California corporation; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Section 13 of the Contract provides that Contractor shall dispose of 
all garbage and rubbish Contractor collects in the City at the County of Sonoma transfer 
station in the Sonoma Valley; and  
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 47-2010, City acknowledged that  Contractor 
intended to redirect up to fifty percent (50%) of the garbage and rubbish waste stream 
Contractor collects in City (“City’s waste stream”) to an alternative collection site other 
than the County of Sonoma transfer station.   Contractor has informed the City that this 
alternative collection site will be located outside of Sonoma County and shall not be a 
disposal site owned and/or operated by the County of Sonoma (“Non-Sonoma County 
Waste Facility”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, City is a member of the Sonoma County Waste Management 
Agency, a joint powers agency comprised of the nine incorporated cities in Sonoma 
County and the County of Sonoma, (“Agency”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, funding for the Agency is partially derived from a surcharge 
(“Agency surcharge fee”)  on the tip fee charged for the disposal of garbage and rubbish 
at the County of Sonoma transfer station; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of Resolution No. 47-2010, and  Contractor’s  redirection 
of up to fifty percent (50%) of the City’s waste stream to a collection site outside of 
Sonoma County, Agency will not be paid Agency surcharge fees that Agency would have 
received had Contractor deposited all of the City’s waste stream at the County of Sonoma 
transfer station; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in order to reimburse Agency for the monies it will not  be paid as a 
result of Contractor’s  redirection of the City’s waste stream as acknowledged by 
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Resolution No. 47-2010, City and Agency entered into an Agency Surcharge Agreement 
(“Surcharge Agreement”)  through which the City agreed to  pay the Agency an amount 
equal to the number of tons of City’s waste stream Contractor delivers to a Non-Sonoma 
County Waste Facility multiplied by the then current per-ton Agency surcharge fee, plus 
the Agency’s legal fees incurred in drafting, negotiating and implementing said 
Surcharge Agreement.  A copy of the Agency Surcharge Agreement is attached hereto as 
Exhibit A and made a part hereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Contractor has agreed to reimburse City for any amounts it must pay 
the Agency pursuant to the Surcharge Agreement; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Contractor initiated a pilot program for a one year period for food 
scraps collection from commercial establishments located in the City on a voluntary basis 
and at no additional charge to the City or the participating commercial establishments. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, City and Contractor agree as follows: 
 
Section 1.  Section 13 of the Contract is amended to read as follows: 
 

Contractor agrees that he will dispose of all garbage and rubbish at a place 
satisfactory to the City, and until further notice, the County of Sonoma 
transfer station in the Sonoma Valley is designated as the place of 
disposal.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, however, for the period covered 
by Section 27 of this Contract, Contractor retains the right to, in the 
exercise of its sole discretion, divert up to fifty percent (50%) of the 
garbage and rubbish Contractor collects in City to a place of disposal 
other than the County of Sonoma transfer station in the Sonoma Valley.  
This place of disposal may be located outside of Sonoma County and shall 
be referred to as the “Non-Sonoma County Waste Facility”. 

 
Section 2.      Section 26.E is added to the Contract to read as follows: 
 
Commencing on January 1, 2011, and continuing through January 1, 2012, Contractor  
initiated and conducted a pilot program collecting food scraps  from commercial 
establishments located in the downtown area of the City on a voluntary basis and at no 
additional charge to the City or the participating commercial establishments.  Without 
cost to the City or the participating commercial establishments, among other things, the 
Contractor  provided collection bins or containers for each participant, established pick 
up schedules, cooperated with the affected establishments in implementing the program, 
collected the bins or containers, advertised the availability and details of the program to 
each commercial establishment located in the affected area, and disposed of the  food 
scraps through a composting program consistent with the terms of the Contract.  
Commencing on January 2, 2012 and continuing until terminated by mutual agreement of 
the parties hereto, Contractor shall continue offering said food scrap collection program 
to all commercial establishments located within the City’s corporate boundaries desirous 
of participating in it. At the end of each quarter during which this program is in effect, 
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Contractor shall submit to the City a written report briefly describing the program, the 
number and identity of the establishments participating in it, whether the program has 
met the Contractor’s and the City’s’ objectives, what steps the Contractor is intending to 
implement to improve the program, and any other information that, in his/her reasonable 
judgment, the City Manager deems necessary. 
 
Section 3.    Section 27 shall be added to the Contract to read as follows: 
 

27.  AGENCY SURCHARGE AGREEMENT BETWEEN CITY AND 
SONOMA COUNTY WASTE MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
(“AGENCY”) 

 
A.  Contractor hereby agrees to reimburse City for all of the costs, fees 

and charges the City is obligated to pay the Agency in accordance 
with the Surcharge Agreement.   

 
B.  By the 15th day of each month, Contractor shall report to City in 

writing, in the form and manner required by City, the amount of 
garbage and rubbish Contractor deposited during the preceding 
month at the County of Sonoma transfer station in the Sonoma 
Valley and the amount of garbage and rubbish Contractor 
deposited during the preceding month at Out of County Waste 
Facilities.   In said report, the Contractor shall specify the address 
and location of each Out of County Waste Facility utilized during 
the preceding month.  The City may require the Contractor to 
verify the information the Contractor discloses in these monthly 
reports and, if so, the Contractor, at its sole cost, shall provide that 
verification to the City in the manner and by the date specified by 
the City. 

 
C.  When City receives a monthly invoice from Agency of the amount 

City is required to pay Agency pursuant to the Surcharge 
Agreement, City shall promptly mail, fax, e-mail or personally 
deliver a copy of the invoice to Contractor. 

 
D.  Contractor shall pay to City the full amount of the invoice within 

five (5) calendar days of the date the City mailed, faxed, e-mailed 
or personally delivered the Agency invoice to the Contractor. 

 
E.  The parties shall, in good faith, attempt to resolve any dispute 

arising out of the parties’ performance under this Section 27 by 
mediation prior to commencing litigation, using the procedures set 
forth  in Section 14 of the Surcharge Agreement.  The parties shall 
mutually agree upon the mediator and shall divide the costs of 
medication equally. 
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F.  Any failure by Contractor to comply with the terms and conditions 
of this Section 27 shall be deemed by City to be a breach of the 
Contract and City may terminate the Contract in accordance with 
Section 20 of the Contract. 

 
G.  The terms of this Section 27 shall be effective from December 1, 2010 and 

continue until November 30, 2012 (“Effective Period”) unless the Agency 
Surcharge Agreement is (i) extended by the City and Agency in which 
case the Effective Period shall likewise be extended  or (ii) terminated 
before the end of the Effective Period by either the City or Agency in 
accordance with Section 4 of the Agency Surcharge Agreement, in which 
case this Section 27 shall automatically be terminated at the same time.  

 
Section 4.    Section 28 shall be added to the Contract to read as follows: 
 
  HAZARDOUS WASTE INDEMNIFICATION 
 

Contractor shall indemnify, defend with counsel selected by City, protect and 
hold harmless City, its officers, agents and employees (collectively, “Indemnitees”) from 
and against all claims, damages (including special, consequential, natural resources and 
punitive damages), injuries, costs (including any and all response, remediation and 
removal costs), losses, demands, debts, liens, liabilities, causes of action, suits, legal or 
administrative proceedings, interest, fines, charges, penalties and expenses (including 
attorneys’ and expert witness fees and costs incurred in connection with defending 
against any of the foregoing or in enforcing this indemnity) (collectively, “Damages”), of 
any kind whatsoever paid, incurred or suffered by, or asserted against, Indemnitees, 
arising from, or attributable to the acts or omissions of Contractor or its officers, 
directors, employees or agents, whether or not negligent or otherwise culpable, in 
connection with, related to, or attributable to: (i) any operations, repair, clean-up or 
detoxification, or preparation and implementation of any removal, remedial, response, 
closure, post-closure or other plan (regardless of whether undertaken due to governmental 
action) concerning any Hazardous Waste, Hazardous Materials, Hazardous Substances or 
Toxic Materials or Substances (collectively, “Hazardous Waste”) (as those terms may be 
defined in any law, regulation or code) at any place where Contractor transports, 
processes, stores or disposes of solid waste, garbage, recyclables, green waste or rubbish 
collected under this Agreement and/or (ii) Hazardous Waste relating in any way to 
Contractor’s performance of this Agreement.  This indemnity afforded Indemnitees shall 
only be limited to exclude coverage for intentional wrongful acts and active negligence of 
Indemnitees.  The foregoing indemnity is intended to operate as an agreement pursuant to 
section 107(e) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9607(e), and California Health & Safety Code § 
25364, to defend, protect, hold harmless and indemnify City from liability.  The 
foregoing indemnity shall not apply to Damages arising out of the operation of waste 
facilities owned or operated by the County of Sonoma to which Contractor transports 
garbage and rubbish generated in the City.  This provision shall survive the termination 
of this Agreement. 

 Section 5.    Section 29 shall be added to the Contract to read as follows: 
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  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS 
 

A. Contractor shall maintain a proper set of books and records in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles, accurately reflecting the business done by it 
under this Agreement.   

B. Contractor shall maintain all records relating to the services provided 
hereunder, including customer lists, billing records, maps, AB 939 records, and written 
customer complaints, for the full term of this Agreement, and for an additional period of 
not less than three (3) years, or  for any longer period required by law.  City or its agent(s) 
shall have the right, upon ten (10) business days’ advance notice, to inspect all maps, AB 
939 records, Contractor’s books and records, written customer complaints, and other like 
materials of Contractor that reasonably relate to Contractor’s compliance with the 
provisions of this Agreement.  Such records shall be made available to City at 
Contractor’s regular place of business, but in no event outside the County of Sonoma.  
Contractor shall further maintain and make available to City records as to number of 
customers, total and by type, route maps, service records, tonnage disposal and collection 
records and other materials and operating statistics in such manner and in such detail as 
City may require.   

C. Should any examination or audit of Contractor’s records reveal an 
underpayment of any fee required under this Agreement, the amount of such 
underpayment shall become due and payable to City not later than thirty (30) days after 
written notice of such underpayment is sent to Contractor by City. 

D. Should any examination or audit of Contractor’s records reveal an 
underpayment or under-reporting to City of more than three percent (3%) of the correct 
amount owed or the correct amount being reported, respectively, Contractor shall 
reimburse City for the entire cost of City’s audit or examination within thirty (30) days of 
demand therefor, and, with respect to the situation where the audit reveals an 
underpayment to the City,  in addition to paying the amount of the underpayment as 
provided above, Contractor shall also reimburse City for the entire cost of City’s audit or 
examination within thirty (30) days of demand therefor, and said cost shall not be 
recoverable through rate setting.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event said 
examination or audit reveals an underpayment to the City of $2,000 or less, then 
Contractor shall pay to the City two times the amount of the underpayment, plus 50% of 
the cost of the City’s audit or examination, which said sums Contractor shall pay to the 
City within thirty (30) days of demand therefor, and said payments shall not be 
recoverable through rate setting. Should any examination or audit of Contractor’s records 
reveal an overpayment by Contractor of any fee required under this Agreement, the 
amount of such overpayment shall be credited against the next quarterly installment of the 
Franchise Fee, or, if this Agreement has terminated, shall be promptly refunded to 
Contractor. 

E. (1) The information required by this Section 29 shall pertain to Contractor’s 
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operations covered and regulated by this Agreement, and nothing contained herein shall 
require Contractor to provide City with information pertaining to Contractor’s operations 
that are not regulated by City, except in conformance with this Section 29. 

(2) City or its agents may examine Contractor’s books, records and 
financial statements pertaining to operations not regulated by City for the sole purpose of 
gathering information necessary to allow City to ascertain whether income, expenses, 
assets and liabilities are reasonable or reasonably and consistently allocated among 
operations regulated by City and those not regulated by City.  Contractor shall obtain 
City’s written approval prior to any substantial change of its method of segregating its 
financial records between City-regulated and non-City-regulated operations.   

(3) Without limiting Section 29.H., information gained from 
examination of records pertaining to operations not regulated by City shall be treated by 
City and its agents as confidential information, and Contractor may require City and its 
agents to execute a confidentiality agreement as a condition for receipt of such 
information. 

(4) For review of books and other financial records necessary to verify 
Contractor’s income, expense, assets and liabilities, “agent” means an independent 
Certified Public Accountant, public accountancy firm or designated City employee.  For 
all other information or records, including the results of financial verification, “agency” 
means any consultant designated by City or City employees. 

F. Nothing in this Section 29 shall prevent City from allowing public access 
to City records as required by the California Government Code, and in the event any 
dispute arises as to legally required public access to information provided by Contractor 
under the terms of this Agreement, City shall in its discretion provide public access to 
said information according to law, or tender the defense of any claims made against City 
concerning said information to Contractor.  Prior to releasing any information pursuant to 
this Section  29.F, City shall make a good-faith effort to notify Contractor of the intended 
release.    

G. Upon reasonable notice or as otherwise agreed herein, and at those times 
designated by City, Contractor shall supply to City lists of the names of all customers of 
Contractor who are provided any service by Contractor within the Franchise Area.  At the 
same or other time, City may request and Contractor shall provide information specifying 
each customer’s address, type of service provided to each customer, the number and type 
of authorized solid waste, garbage and/or rubbish containers used by or provided to each 
customer, whether and which customers are believed to be violating this Agreement, any 
mandatory subscription ordinance, or any other provision of the law that City, in its 
sound discretion, reasonably requires to monitor implementation of this Agreement or 
discharge City’s responsibilities under the law. 

H. City shall treat all information concerning Contractor or Contractor’s 
operations or customers to which it has access under this Section 29, or which it receives 
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as part of the rate-making process (“Contractor Information”) in accordance with the 
California Public Records Act (Government Code §§ 6250 et seq.) (for the purposes of 
this Section 29.H, the “Act”).  To the extent permitted by law, including any available 
exemptions under the Act that have been determined by the City within its reasonable 
discretion, City shall keep all Contractor Information strictly confidential and shall not 
disclose any Contractor Information to any person requesting the information.  

Section 6.    Section 30 shall be added to the Contract to read as follows: 
 
   GENERAL INDEMNIFICATION 
 

A. Contractor shall defend, with counsel reasonably acceptable to City, and 
indemnify City from and against, any and all liabilities, costs, claims and damages that 
are caused by Contractor’s failure to comply (i) with applicable federal, state and local 
laws, statutes, ordinances, codes, rules and regulations, and the orders and decrees of all 
courts or administrative bodies or tribunals in any manner in effect during the term of this 
Agreement and affecting the performance of this Agreement, as they may from time to 
time be amended, including without limitation CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601, et seq., the 
RCRA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 6901, et seq., the California Integrated Waste Management Act of 
1989, and all other applicable laws of the State of California and the County of Sonoma 
or (ii) with any other section of this Agreement. 

 
B. Contractor shall protect, defend with counsel reasonably acceptable to 

City, indemnify and hold harmless City and its officers, employees and agents from and 
against, any and all losses, liabilities, fines, penalties, claims, damages, or judgments, 
including attorney’s fees (collectively “losses”), arising out of or resulting in any way 
from (i) Contractor’s exercise of the franchise, or (ii) City’s grant of the franchise to 
Contractor, or (iii) any services provided by Contractor pursuant to the terms of this 
Agreement.  The obligations of Contractor in the foregoing sentence shall not apply to 
losses that are due to the sole negligence or willful misconduct of City or its officers, 
employees, agents or contractors, or to Contractor taking or not taking action at the 
direction of City, over the written objection of Contractor.  For purposes of this Section 
30.B, Contractor shall not be considered a “contractor” of City. 

C. In addition, Contractor shall release and defend, with counsel reasonably 
acceptable to City, indemnify and hold City harmless from and against, any and all 
litigation and claims, damages and liabilities arising therefrom, brought to enforce or to 
challenge this Agreement and/or Contractor’s exclusive rights granted hereunder, 
including any alleged violation by City and/or Contractor of any federal, state or 
municipal law, statute or constitutional provision, or other cause.  Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, Contractor’s obligations under this Section 30.C extend only to actions 
brought against or by persons or entities not parties to this Agreement. 

D. Without limiting Section 30.A and in addition thereto, Contractor shall 
defend, with counsel reasonably acceptable to City, indemnify and hold City harmless 
from and against, any and all fines, penalties and assessments levied against or threatened 
to be levied against City for City’s failure to meet the requirements of AB 939, its 
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amendments or any successor legislation or all rules and regulations promulgated 
thereunder if said failure is caused by Contractor, or its failure to comply with this 
Agreement or Contractor’s failure to comply with applicable laws, rules or regulations, 
including failing to timely supply to City the reports and information required by City in 
order to comply with AB 939. 

E. Notwithstanding anything stated to the contrary by Section 30.D,  the 
obligations of Contractor to indemnify City under Section 30.D shall be subject to the 
provisions of Public Resources Code section 40059.1, as it may be amended or modified.  
It is the intent of the parties that this paragraph be construed to not be inconsistent with 
state law and be construed in a manner that this indemnification obligation be applied to 
the fullest extent permitted by law. 

F. This Section 30 shall survive termination of this Agreement. 

Section 7.  All other terms and conditions of the Contract not expressly amended herein 
shall continue in full force and effect. 
 
Section 8.  The Recitals are incorporated into this Agreement. 
 
CITY OF SONOMA     CONTRACTOR 
 
________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Kelly, City Manager    John D. Curotto, Jr., President 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________ 
Gay Johann, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM 
 
________________________ 
City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

             COPY OF AGENCY SURCHARGE AGREEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7A 
 
01/18/2012 

 
Department 

City Attorney 

Staff Contact  
David Goodison, Planning Director 

Jeff Walter, City Attorney  
Agenda Item Title 

Discussion, consideration and possible action on an urgency ordinance placing a temporary 
moratorium on Formula Businesses. 

Summary 
At its meeting of December 19, 2011, the City Council conducted an initial review of the 
recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on Formula Businesses, voting 3-2 to direct staff to 
study, develop and process ordinance language that would impose new regulations on formula 
businesses along the lines proposed by the Ad Hoc Committee. In addition, the City Council also 
directed staff, on a vote of 3-2, to prepare draft legislation that would impose a temporary 
moratorium on formula businesses while the new regulations are being prepared.  
There is a concern of the Council majority that if formula business are not carefully regulated, the 
influx of formula businesses will have a negative effect on the City's goals of preserving its historic 
small town character while continuing to support a diverse business and retail base in the City.   
The City needs a reasonable period of time to properly and carefully consider and further study the 
potential effects of formula businesses on the City’s General Plan, its historic district, the City’s 
zoning and other development regulations and on the economic vitality and diversity of the City’s 
business establishments and other land use regulations.  Additionally, the City needs a reasonable 
period of time to consider and study whether further regulating such formula businesses is 
warranted and, if so, what the scope, nature and form of such regulation should be. 
State law, through Government Code section 65858, anticipates the need for local jurisdictions to 
prohibit uses that may be in conflict with a contemplated General Plan update, Specific Plan or 
zoning proposal that the Council or Planning Commission is considering or studying. The vehicle for 
such prohibitions is called an “Interim Zoning Ordinance” which is adopted on an urgency basis.  
(without the need for a first and second reading and without review and report by the Planning 
Commission).  The initial Interim Zoning Ordinance must be adopted by a 4/5ths vote of the City 
Council and is applicable only for a 45 day period.  After notice and a public hearing, if more time is 
needed, the City Council can extend the ordinance for 10 months and 15 days upon the issuance of 
a written report and certain findings.  If still more time is needed an additional one year extension is 
possible.  The total time that the Interim Zoning Ordinance can be in place can not exceed two 
years.    
The draft Interim Ordinance would impose a city-wide ban on Formula Businesses, defined as a 
restaurant, retail or personal service in a chain of ten or more like businesses offering a standard 
array of services. The ban would not apply to the following shopping centers: Marketplace, Sonoma 
Valley Market, Fifth Street West Plaza, and Maxwell Village. As drafted, the Interim Ordinance 
encompasses the full scope of the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee, as they proposed a 
City-wide use permit requirement for Formula Businesses. However, if desired by the Council, the 
scope of the Interim Ordinance could be limited to the Plaza Retail Overlay zone. 

Recommended Council Action 
Council discretion. 

Alternative Actions 
Adopt the Interim Ordinance, with or without amendments (four-fifths vote required). 



 

 
 

Decline to adopt the Interim Ordinance. 
Financial Impact 

A moratorium on Formula Businesses, depending on the length of time that it is place, may lead to 
longer vacancies in some commercial spaces, potentially reducing revenues such as sales tax. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

1. Draft Interim Ordinance 
cc: 

Ad Hoc Committee mailing list (via email) 
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 ORDINANCE NO. ___________ 

 

AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA 

ESTABLISHING INTERIM RESTRICTIONS ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 

FORMULA BUSINESSES PENDING THE CONSIDERATION AND STUDY OF 

ZONING AND OTHER LAND USE REGULATIONS  

PERTAINING TO SUCH BUSINESSES RETAILERS 

 
 FINDINGS: 

 
 The City Council of the City of Sonoma makes the following findings: 
 
 WHEREAS, Sonoma is a community with a very special environment.  It a City steeped  
in history with a number of historical structures and areas which are both unique and of great 
value to the citizens.  The City has a vibrant downtown which attracts tourism while also 
preserving the small hometown atmosphere that has made Sonoma a special place to live and 
work.  These special qualities of the City must be respected so that the uniqueness of Sonoma 
can flourish without inappropriate changes; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Sonoma is a vital and active City that retains a small town atmosphere and a 
strong sense of community.  The City has striven to retain this atmosphere and the diverse mix of 
business establishments while promoting the long-term economic health of the community as a 
whole and the historic areas in particular; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Sonoma desires to protect existing character, including its historic nature, its 
vibrant and diverse small business sector and at the same time create a supportive environment 
for new small business innovations; and  
 
 WHEREAS, recently a Staples store opened in Sonoma at the western gateway to the 
City which resulted in much public controversy and concern relating to the impacts of said use 
on the historic small town character of the City.  In addition, there is evidence that other formula 
businesses may be interested in locating in Sonoma; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the Staples opening sand the concern and controversy 
generated thereby, the City Council appointed an Ad Hoc Subcommittee to study and make 
recommendations to the full Council on the issues raised by formula businesses and on possible 
regulations addressing same.    The Subcommittee has presented a report to the Council making 
recommendations that substantive regulations be proposed to address the issue and has made 
some suggestions regarding appropriate provisions.    The Council has directed staff to study re 
recommendations and the issue and to draft substantive regulations for consideration by the 
Planning Commission and City Council.    
 
 WHEREAS, money earned by independent businesses is more likely to circulate within 
the local neighborhood and City economy than the money earned by formula businesses which 
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often have corporate offices and vendors located outside of Sonoma; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Sonoma is one of a few cities in the state in which businesses, retail shops, 
employment venues, schools, parks, housing and civic facilities intimately co-exist in a uniquely 
historic setting. Both the downtown and neighborhood streets invite walking and bicycling and 
the City's careful attention to its historic small town character contributes to a strong sense of 
community; and  
 
 WHEREAS, notwithstanding the visual attractiveness of a storefront or other business 
structure, the standardized architecture, color schemes, decor and signage (which said signage 
almost universally includes the display of registered service marks which, under federal law, 
cannot be modified or changed through application of local land use regulations) of many 
formula businesses can detract from the distinctive character of certain areas of the City, in 
particular the historic downtown and areas bordering unique residential neighborhoods; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the location of formula businesses establishments in the City, if not 
regulated, will hamper and irreparably impede the City's goal of a diverse retail base with 
specific attention to the historic small town character of the City.  Specifically, the unregulated 
and unmonitored establishment of formula businesses may change the historic character of the 
City’s historic district(s) and areas and unduly limit or eliminate business establishment 
opportunities for smaller or medium-sized businesses, many of which tend to be non-traditional 
or unique and which complement the historic small town character of the City; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City needs a reasonable period of time to properly and carefully consider 
and further study the potential effects of formula businesses on the City’s General Plan, its 
historic district, the City’s zoning and other development regulations and on the economic 
vitality and diversity of the City’s business establishments and other land use regulations.  
Additionally, the City needs a reasonable period of time to consider and study whether further 
regulating such formula businesses is warranted and, if so, what the scope,  nature and form  of 
such regulation should be; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the absence of comprehensive regulations and procedures governing 
formula businesses, combined with the facts recited above and the fact that formula retail 
businesses are currently applying for land use entitlements to locate and establish in the City, 
pose a current and immediate threat to the health, safety and/or welfare of the citizens of 
Sonoma.  Moreover, the approval of use permits, variances, building permits, grading permits, 
other permits, licenses or other entitlements for use of land or structures in the areas described 
below would result in that threat to the public health, safety or welfare of the City and its 
citizens.  The granting or permitting of such entitlements or uses, respectively, will likely be in 
conflict with, prevent the implementation of and/or seriously impair the efficacy of any general 
plan amendment, specific plan, zoning or other land use policies which the City is considering or 
intends to study within a reasonable time for the City, thus rendering such plans and policies 
ineffectual in providing for the needs, assuring the business diversity and preserving the unique 
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character of the City and its neighborhoods; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the city has several existing shopping centers in the City where formula 
businesses are appropriately located without any adverse impacts.  These areas provide ample 
opportunities for formula businesses to locate during the time period for consideration and study 
of permanent regulations; and  
 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this ordinance is to prohibit the establishment of formula 
businesses within the City of Sonoma, other than in existing shopping centers, pending the 
consideration and study of permanent regulations governing such formula business 
establishments. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA DOES 

ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. The above recitals and findings are incorporated herein by this reference. 
 
Section 2. The City and its agents, employees and departments shall not approve any 
subdivision, use permit, variance, building permit, grading permit, other permits, licenses or 
other entitlements for the use (“Prohibited Uses”) of land or structures within any zoning district 
in the City and after the adoption of this ordinance, no person shall commence using land or 
structures in any zoning district in the City, for any of the Prohibited Uses listed below so long as 
this ordinance is in effect: 
 
 A. Prohibited Uses 

 
 For purposes of this Ordinance, “Prohibited Uses” shall mean: 
 
 a) Formula Business Use. Formula Business Use is hereby defined as a Restaurant, 
or Personal Services or General Retail uses, as defined in section 19.92.020 of the Sonoma 
Municipal Code, which is required by contractual or other arrangement or affiliation to maintain 
a standardized (“Formula”) array of services and/or merchandise, menu, employee uniforms, 
décor, facade design, signage, color scheme, trademark or service mark, name, or similar 
standardized features; and which causes it to be substantially identical to ten or more other 
businesses in the United States regardless of ownership or location at the time that the 
application is deemed complete.   
 
  (1) “Standardized array of merchandise” shall be defined as 50% or more of in-
stock merchandise from a single distributor bearing uniform markings. 
 
  (2) “Trademark” shall be defined as a word, phrase, symbol or design, or a 
combination of words, phrases, symbols or designs that identifies and distinguishes the source of 
the goods from one party from those of others. 
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  (3) “Servicemark” shall be defined as word, phrase, symbol or design, or a 
combination of words, phrases, symbols or designs that identifies and distinguishes the source of 
a service from one party from those of others. 
 
  (4) “Décor” shall be defined as the style of interior furnishings, which may 
include but is not limited to, style of furniture, wallcoverings or permanent fixtures. 
 
  (5) “Color scheme” shall be defined as selection of colors used throughout, such 
as on the furnishings, permanent fixtures, and wallcoverings, or as used on the façade. 
 
  (6) “Façade” shall be defined as the face or front of a building, including awnings, 
looking onto a street or an open space. 
 
  (7) “Uniform apparel” shall be defined as standardized items of clothing including 
but not limited to standardized aprons, pants, shirts, smocks or dresses, hat, and pins (other than 
name tags) as well as standardized colors of clothing. 
 
  (8) “Signage” shall be defined as a sign pursuant to Titles 18 and 19 of the 
Sonoma Municipal Code. 
 
 
Section 3. During the effective life of this ordinance, the City shall process any and all 
applications for the Prohibited Uses in the City, but if those applications are acted upon prior to 
the expiration of this ordinance, they shall be denied.  Any Prohibited Uses proposed to be 
located in the City for which there exists no formal land use application procedure shall not be 
considered by the City unless such Prohibited Uses are applied for and processed under the 
City’s conditional use permit regulations and standards. 
 
Section 4. This ordinance shall not apply to: (a) those land use applications (namely, 
subdivisions, use permits, variances, design review, general plan amendment, rezoning, building 
or grading permits) which were deemed complete prior to the adoption of this ordinance; (b) 
construction required to comply with fire and/or life safety requirements; (c) disability 
accessibility work; (d) Grocery Stores; and (e) Restaurant, Personal Services or General Retail 
uses located in the following shopping centers:  (i) Sonoma Valley Center; (ii) the Marketplace; 
(iii) Maxwell Village; and (iv) Fifth Street West Plaza.   
 
Section 5. This ordinance is categorically exempt from CEQA under: (a) Section 15308 of 
the State CEQA Guidelines because it is a regulatory action taken by the City in accordance with 
Cal. Gov’t Code §65858 to assure maintenance and protection of the environment; (b) Section 
15060(c)(2) because it will not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical 
change in the environment; and (c) section 15060(c)(3) because it is not a project within the 
meaning of CEQA since it has no potential for resulting in physical changes in the environment. 
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Section 6. This is an urgency ordinance and it shall become effective immediately upon its 
adoption if adopted by at least four-fifths of the City Council and shall be in effect for forty five 
days from the date of adoption unless extended by the City Council as provided for in Cal. Gov’t 
Code section 65858. 
 
Section 7. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance is 
for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 
 The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this and each section, 
subsection, phrase or clause thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 
subsections, phrase or clauses be declared unconstitutional on their face or as applied. 
 
Section 8.  The City Clerk shall cause this ordinance to be published and/or posted within fifteen 
days after its adoption. 
 
 ******** 
 
 This ordinance was adopted on the _____ day of  _______, 2012, by the following vote, 
to wit: 
 
 
 
 
    Approved: _______________________________ 
       Mayor 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7B 
 
01/18/2012 

 
Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact  
Laurie Decker, Economic Development Manager 

Linda Kelly, City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Discussion, consideration, and possible introduction of an ordinance to regulate the placement, 
appearance, number, size and servicing of newsracks on the public rights-of-way. 

Summary 
 
The City of Sonoma’s Newspaper Rack Policy has been in place since January 1, 1990.  The policy 
established guidelines regarding design and placement of newspaper vending machines in the public 
right-of-way, requires an encroachment permit, and identifies a procedure for removal of non-
conforming newspaper vending machines. Although the policy was approved by the City Council, it 
does not take the form of an ordinance. 
 
An inventory was conducted in July 2011 and updated in December 2011 (Attachment A), and 
confirmed several issues with the existing newsracks.  There are currently approximately 85 newsracks 
in the public right-of-way, most of which are in the Plaza area and surrounding blocks. A large number 
of racks appear to be abandoned.  The inventory found that almost 40% of the racks did not contain 
current publications, and several of these racks were filled with trash.  More than half of the existing 
racks do not meet the design criteria (e.g. color, style, metal construction) specified in the City’s current 
policy, and/or do not meet the installation and placement criteria (e.g. are not bolted to the sidewalk; 
are within 10’ of a driveway). In addition, there are some newsracks that meet design and placement 
criteria but are not well-maintained (e.g. peeled paint, covered with stickers or flyers, damaged or 
broken parts, etc.).  These issues have negatively impacted the City’s efforts to maintain and improve 
the appearance and vitality of the downtown area, may cause safety hazards, and have led to 
complaints by businesses and property owners. 
 
The City’s ability to effectively regulate newsracks using the existing policy is limited.  The current 
policy does not include a definition of an abandoned newsrack or a process for removal of abandoned 
newsracks, and the language regarding maintenance standards is very general.  Most existing racks 
appear to be unpermitted (i.e., without encroachment permits on file).  However, there are First 
Amendment issues relating to newsracks that must be considered in any effort to regulate or remove 
them. 
 
A number of cities in the Bay Area have adopted ordinances relating to the regulation of newsracks on 
public property.  Staff has developed the attached Newsrack Ordinance for the City Council’s 
consideration.  The ordinance was developed over the past several months with feedback from 
publishers and is designed to meet First Amendment obligations while addressing the issues outlined 
above, in a way that does not create burdensome administrative or enforcement requirements for City 
staff.  The ordinance builds upon the design and placement criteria in the existing policy, requires racks 
to be grouped using modular units, and establishes enforcement mechanisms.  It also allows for an 
administrative fee to defray the cost of administering the newsrack regulations.  If the ordinance is 
approved, staff will bring a fee proposal to an upcoming council meeting. 
 
The ordinance allows a three-month period to file permit applications for existing newsracks.  It also 
identifies those existing racks that meet the criteria for both design and placement in the 1990 
newsrack policy, and waives certain elements of the permit application (e.g. site plan, permit fee) for 
these racks.  There are 39 of these racks, identified with an asterisk in Attachment A. 



Agenda Item 7B 

 
 

 
 
 
Recommended Council Action 
Introduce and hold first reading of ordinance to regulate the placement, appearance, number, size and 
servicing of newsracks on the public rights-of-way. 
Alternative Actions 
Offer amendments to the ordinance or defer action. 
Financial Impact 
Staff time associated with issuing permits should be offset by the administrative fee charged.  Although 
the ordinance specifies that the cost of removal and storage of noncompliant newsracks shall be borne 
by the permittee, there may be some costs associated with removal and disposal of existing racks that 
do not apply for permits, or for abandoned racks where the permittee has gone out of business. 
Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Ordinance and Site Inventory  
cc: 
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CITY OF SONOMA 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 
 
Section. Chapter 12.24, Newsracks, is added to read as follows:  
 
Chapter 12.24 
 
NEWSRACKS 
 
Sections: 
12.24.010 Purpose and Intent 
12.24.020 Definitions 
12.24.030 General Provisions 
12.24.040 Permit Required 
12.24.050 Standards for the Placement, Installation, Maintenance and Operation of 

Newsracks 
12.24.060 Removal and Hearing 
12.24.070 Notices 
12.24.080 Applicability 
12.24.090 Abandoned Newsracks 
12.24.100 Severability 
12.24.110 Enforcement Authority 
12.24.120 Appeals and Judicial Review 
12.24.010  Purpose and Intent. 
 
A. Findings. The City Council of the City of Sonoma finds and declares that: 
 
 1. The uncontrolled placement and maintenance of newsracks in the public right-of-
way can constitute a threat to public health, safety and welfare by interfering with and 
obstructing the use of the public rights-of-way and by offending community aesthetic 
sensibilities and adversely affecting tourism which is one of the major sources of economic 
viability of the community. 
 
 2. The City Council recognizes, however, that the use of such rights-of-way is so 
historically associated with the sale and distribution of newspapers and news periodicals that 
access to those areas for such purposes should not be absolutely denied. The City Council further 
finds that these strong and competing interests require a reasonable accommodation which can 
be satisfactorily achieved only through the means of this chapter, which is designed to 
accommodate such interests by regulating the place and manner of using such newsracks. 
  
B. Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to promote the public health, safety and welfare 
through the regulation of placement, appearance, number, size and servicing of newsracks on the 
public rights-of-way so as to: 
 
 1. Protect the right to distribute information protected by the United States and 
California Constitutions, through the use of newsracks. 
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 2. Provide for pedestrian and driving safety and convenience. 
 
 3. Ensure no unreasonable interference with the flow of pedestrian or vehicular 
traffic, including but not limited to ingress into or egress from any place of business or residence, 
from the street to the sidewalk, or from parked vehicles to the sidewalk. 
 
 4. Provide reasonable access for the use and maintenance of sidewalks, poles, posts, 
traffic signs and signals, hydrants, mail boxes, and similar appurtenances, and access to locations 
used for public transportation purposes. 
 
 5. Reduce visual blight on the public rights-of-way, encourage well-designed and 
aesthetically compatible newsracks and protect the aesthetics and value of surrounding 
properties. 
 
 6. Reduce exposure of the City to personal injury or property damage claims and 
litigation. 
 
C.  Preservation of Constitutional Rights. It is not the intent of this chapter to in any way 
discriminate against, regulate, or interfere with the publication, circulation, distribution, or 
dissemination of any printed material that is constitutionally protected. 
 
12.24.020 Definitions. 
 
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise clearly indicates, the following words and 
phrases shall be construed as defined in this section: 
 
"Block" shall mean one side of a street between two consecutive intersections.  
 
"City Manager" shall mean the City Manager or his or her designee. 
 
"Director of Public Works" shall mean the Director of the Public Works Department or his or her 
designee. 
 
"Double-slotted newsracks" shall mean single newsracks containing separate provisions for two 
tabloid-style (vertically formatted) publications, where each side has a separate coin slot, 
merchandise receptacles, or places where the publications are dispersed. A double-slotted 
newsrack shall be considered one newsrack, cabinet, or compartment for purposes of this 
chapter. 
  
"Modular newsracks" shall mean an attached group of two or more newsracks supported by a 
pedestal. 
 
"Newsrack" shall mean any self-service or coin-operated box, container, storage unit or other 
dispenser installed, used, or maintained for the display and sale or free distribution of 
newspapers, news periodicals, commercial handbills, or other publications. 
 



C:\Documents and Settings\Laurie\My Documents\Econ Dev Mgr\Plaza Area\SonomaNewsrack v12.doc 
 

Page 3 of  9 

"Newsrack permit" shall mean a permit which was issued under this chapter of the Sonoma 
Municipal Code. 
 
"Person" shall mean any person or persons, or entity, including but not limited to, a corporation, 
partnership, unincorporated association, or joint venture. 
 
12.24.030 General Provisions. 
 
A. Roadway and Driveway Prohibition. No person shall install, use, or maintain any 
newsrack which projects onto, into, or over, or which rests, wholly or in part, upon any part of 
the roadway of any public street, or upon any driveway. 
 
B. Parkway Prohibition. No person shall install, use, or maintain any newsrack on a 
parkway, planter strip, or similar area designated for landscaping in a public right-of-way. 
 
C. Sidewalk Restrictions. No person shall install, use, or maintain any newsrack which in 
whole or in part rests upon, in, or over any public sidewalk in any manner inconsistent with or in 
violation of the provisions of this chapter. 
 
12.24.040 Permit Required. 
 
A. No person shall install, use or maintain any newsrack which in whole or in part rests 
upon, in, or over any public sidewalk without a newsrack permit from the Public Works 
Department as required in this chapter. 
 
B. The newsracks which are specifically identified in Exhibit "A" attached to the ordinance 
codified in this chapter are deemed to have a newsrack permit for a period of three months from 
the effective date of this chapter, at which time a new newsrack permit must be filed as provided 
in this chapter.  
 
C. Applications for a new newsrack permit may be filed on or after the effective date of the 
ordinance codified in this chapter. Applications shall be filed with the Director of Public Works 
upon a form provided by the Public Works Department for that purpose and shall include the 
following information: 
 
 1.  The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant; 
  
 2. The address and telephone number of a responsible person whom the City may 
notify or contact at any reasonable time concerning the applicant's newsracks; 
 
 3. The number of proposed newsracks and the names and frequency of publications 
to be contained in each newsrack, including any existing newsracks; 
 
 4. Type or brand of newsrack, including a photograph and a description of the 
newsrack and supporting structure; 
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 5. A site plan showing the exact location of each newsrack and supporting structure, 
and sufficient information to determine that the location complies with SMC 12.24.050; 
 
 6. Such application shall also contain a statement that the applicant will, in 
consideration of being issued a newsrack permit for the use of space, be responsible for any 
damage or repairs caused by the installation, maintenance or removal of any newsrack and agree 
to indemnify and hold harmless the City of Sonoma, its officers and employees from any loss, 
liability, or damage, including expenses and costs, for bodily or personal injury, and for property 
damage sustained by any person caused by the installation, use, or maintenance of the applicant's 
newsrack within the City of Sonoma. 
 
 7. Such application shall also include a copy of the policy or a certificate of the 
comprehensive general liability insurance policy in the amount prescribed by city council 
resolution to protect against personal injury and property damages and not more than the amount 
required for other obstructions on City property.  Such insurance shall name on the policy or by 
endorsement as insured the city of Sonoma, its officers, employees and agents.  Insurance 
coverage must be maintained for the duration of the newsrack placement.  Proof of insurance 
coverage as specified in this subsection must be verified by the city prior to issuance of a 
newsrack permit. 
 
D. An administrative fee may be imposed where such a fee is imposed merely to defray the 
expenses of administering constitutional regulation of newsracks and shall be strictly limited to 
the actual cost of administering such constitutional regulatory scheme. A fee may only be set 
subsequent to a hearing by the City Council to determine said actual cost. Written findings 
setting forth the basis of the fee shall be sent to all distributors. 
 
E. Existing newsracks which have been determined to meet the criteria for both Design and 
Placement provided in the City of Sonoma’s January 1, 1990 Newspaper Rack Policy are so 
indicated by an asterisk in Attachment A.  These newsracks are exempt from the application 
requirements in sections C(4) (type and brand of newsrack) and C(5) (site plan) of this section, 
and the administrative fee for their application shall be waived.  All other application 
requirements apply. Applications for these newsracks that are complete and consistent with the 
provisions of this chapter, and are filed within 3 months of the effective date of this chapter, shall 
be approved. 
 
F. Except as otherwise provided in section (E), applications for new newsrack permits 
which are complete, consistent with the provisions of this chapter, and for locations at which 
space for one or more newsracks is available shall be approved on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
 
G.  Applications for a new newsrack location may be denied if there is a vacant and available 
newsrack in an existing modular newsrack on the same block.  
 
H. At the request of the applicant, an application for a new newsrack permit which is 
complete and consistent with the provisions of this chapter, but for a location at which space for 
a new newsrack is not available, shall be placed on a waiting list. If the requested location 
becomes available, the applicant will be notified according to its placement on the waiting list 
and a newsrack permit shall be issued; provided that the newsrack complies with the provisions 
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of this chapter. Said applicant shall have fifteen (15) days after the mailing of the notification 
letter to obtain a newsrack permit for the space by notifying the Director of Public Works in 
writing and by paying the newsrack permit fee. Failure to obtain a newsrack permit within this 
period shall be deemed a withdrawal of the application.  
 
I. If a newsrack permit is denied, in whole or in part, the Director of Public Works shall 
notify the applicant in writing within ten (10) business days of the decision explaining the 
reasons for the denial. 
 
J. The applicant may appeal the denial of a newsrack permit pursuant to SMC12.24.120. 
  
K. A newsrack permittee may not assign its permits to another of its publication(s). 
 
12.24.050 Standards for the Placement, Installation, Maintenance and Operation of 
Newsracks. 
 
Any newsrack which in whole or in part rests upon, in, or over any public sidewalk shall comply 
with all of the following standards: 
 
 
A.  Placement and Total Numbers. 
 
 1.  No newsrack shall be chained, bolted, or otherwise attached to any property not 
owned by the permittee of the newsrack. For newsracks located in the public right-of-way, the 
pedestal shall be securely bolted to the sidewalk or a concrete footing under pavers, tiles, or 
similar surfaces as the case may be; provided that the permittee of the newsrack restores the 
sidewalk, pavers, tiles or similar surfaces to their original condition upon removal of the 
newsrack.  
 
 2.  Where there are two or more newsracks in one location, newsracks shall be 
clustered into modular newsracks subject to the following conditions and limitations: 
 
  a. Modular newsracks shall be designed in such a manner as to utilize two 
rows with an equal number of compartments in each row. 
 
  b. No modular newsrack shall contain more than eight newsracks. 
 
 3.  No newsrack may be installed within 200 feet of another single or modular 
newsrack on the same block except as specifically provided elsewhere in this chapter, including 
without limitation SMC 12.24.040(B) and subsection (A)(4) of this section. 
 
 4.  Any person, publication or agency may apply for a variance from the 200-foot 
separation requirement of subsections (A)(3) of this section. A variance may be granted by the 
Director of Public Works if the applicant can establish that the variance would not violate (a) 
SMC 12.24.010, Purpose and Intent, or (b) subsection (B) of this section, Location. The 
applicant can appeal the denial of a variance pursuant to SMC 12.24.120. 
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B.  Location.  Other than those existing newsracks identified under section 12.24.040 (E), no 
newsrack shall be installed, used, or maintained: 
 
 1. When such site or location is used for public utility purposes, public 
transportation purposes, or other governmental use. 
 
 2. When such newsrack unreasonably interferes with or impedes ingress or egress to 
or from any business, residence or legally parked or stopped vehicle or the use of poles, posts, 
traffic signs or signals, hydrants, mailboxes, or other objects at or near the location. 
  
 3. Within 15 feet of the curb ramp of any street intersection, or in any location that 
interferes with or impairs the vision of operators of vehicles at street intersections. 
 
 4. Within 5 feet of any of the following: fire hydrant, emergency call box or other 
emergency facility, any marked crosswalk not at an intersection, any driveway or midblock curb 
ramp, any area designated by curb markings or signage to be handicapped parking, bus stop sign 
pole, or existing Plaza Periphery Business Wayfinding Signs. 
  
 5. With the back to the roadway along the curb, if located within 2 feet from any 
curb where marked parking is parallel to the sidewalk. 
 
 6. Within 18 inches from trees and other vegetation installed in permanent planters 
in the public right-of-way, tree wells, supporting posts for covered walkways or canopies, or 
other similar elements at or near the location. 
  
 7. So as to obstruct, shield, or block a window of any business or residence where 
such newsrack is located within 6 feet from the face of the building on which the window is 
located. 
 
 8. At any location which creates less than a 4-foot wide path of travel as required by 
Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
 
 9. At any location in front of a State Park of California, Sonoma City Hall or on the 
sidewalks on either the interior perimeter or crossing within the Sonoma Plaza. 
 
C.  Dimensions and Design. 
 
 1. Each newsrack shall be a pedestal-mounted and stackable, of metal construction, 
and of a style that is either the KJ-50 as manufactured by K-Jack, or the Traditional 49-16 as 
manufactured by Sho-Rack, or substantially similar thereto. 
 
 2. The color of any newsrack shall be brown; identified as "brown" or “federal 
brown” (as manufactured by "Sho-Rack"). An alternative color may be allowed by the Director 
of Public Works; provided that the alternative color is complementary to the surroundings. 
 
 3. No single or modular newsrack shall exceed 58 inches in height measured from 
the surface of the sidewalk or ground to the top surface of the newsrack, or 20 inches in depth.  
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 4. Use of double-slotted newsracks is encouraged for smaller, vertically formatted 
publications. 
 5. All units in modular racks shall open in the same direction. 
 
D.  Maintenance. Every newsrack shall be maintained by the permittee in a clean and neat 
condition free from dents, cracks, corrosion, rust, graffiti, dirt, or grease; chipped, discolored or 
peeling paint; information flyers or stickers that are not the property of the newsrack permittee; 
broken, cracked, or misshapen parts; and similar conditions that detract from the aesthetic quality 
of the commercial area. The newsrack shall be in working order at all times or locked in a closed 
position. Upon removal of a newsrack, the right-of-way shall be restored to its original condition 
prior to installation of the newsrack. 
 
E.  Advertising. Newsracks shall carry no advertising or public notices, other than a logo or 
similar information identifying the newspaper or publication, covering no more than 50% of the 
back and/or sides of the newsrack. No logos or similar information identifying the newspaper 
shall be allowed on the tops of the newsracks. 
 
F.  Identification. The address and telephone number of a responsible person who may be 
contacted at any time concerning the newsrack shall be displayed on the front of the newsrack in 
such manner as to be readily visible and readable to a prospective customer. The size of the 
identifying information shall not exceed 12 square inches. 
 
12.24.060 Removal and Hearing. 
  
In addition to any enforcement remedies available to the City as set forth in this code, any 
newsrack and the publications therein installed, or maintained in violation of this chapter may be 
removed by the City subject to the notice and appeal procedures set forth in this section. 
 
A. Notice of Violation. If at any time it is determined by the Director of Public Works that 
any newsrack is in violation of the requirements of this chapter, a written “notice of violation" 
shall be mailed to the permittee of the newsrack, and posted on the newsrack, or if no 
identification is displayed on the newsrack, merely posted on the newsrack. The notice shall state 
the violation or violations which constitute the basis of the notice, the City's intent to revoke the 
newsrack permit and to remove the newsrack if the violation is not corrected or a hearing has not 
been requested within 15 days of the date of the mailing or posting of the notice of violation. 
 
B. Hearing. A timely request for a hearing shall stay any removal of the newsrack. The 
request for a hearing shall be in writing, shall state the basis thereof, and shall be filed with the 
City Clerk. The hearing shall take place before the City Manager within 15 calendar days of the 
request. The hearing shall be informal, but oral and written evidence may be given the Director 
of Public Works and the permittee. The City Manager shall issue a written decision within 10 
calendar days of the hearing. If the City Manager finds that the newsrack is in violation of this 
chapter and the violation is not corrected within 10 calendar days after the written decision is 
mailed to the permittee, the newsrack permit may be revoked and the newsrack and any 
publications therein, if not a modular newsrack, may be summarily removed. The newsrack 
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permittee may appeal the City Manager's determination pursuant to SMC 12.24.120. A timely 
appeal to the City Council shall stay the summary removal of the newsrack. 
 
C. Removal. Any newsrack which is not brought into compliance with this chapter within 15 
days after notice of violation has been posted on the newsrack if no hearing or appeal is 
requested pursuant to subsection (B) of this section or 12.24.120 shall be removed by the 
Director of Public Works and stored in a convenient place. The cost of removal and storage shall 
be borne by the permittee. 
 
D. Notification of Removal. The Director of Public Works shall notify the permittee of the 
removal by mailing a "notice of removal" to the last known address of the permittee if any, or to 
the address displayed on the newsrack.  Such notice shall be mailed within five (5) business days 
after removal of the newsrack and shall state: (1) the date the newsrack was removed; (2) the 
reasons for the removal; and (3) the locations of and procedure for claiming the newsrack. 
 
E. Release. Any newsrack removed and stored pursuant to these provisions shall be released 
thereof within six (6) months after the mailing of the written "notice of removal" upon 
satisfactory proof of authority to claim the newsrack and payment of an impoundment fee in an 
amount equal to the reasonable cost to the City of removing and storing the newsrack. If such 
newsrack remains unclaimed after this 6-month period, it shall be deemed to be unclaimed 
property and may be disposed of by the City. 
 
F.  Removal in Exigent Circumstances. In the case of any newsrack which, in violation of 
the provisions of this chapter, creates an immediate danger to the health, safety or welfare of the 
public, such newsrack may be summarily removed and stored in a convenient location so as to 
eliminate the danger to the health, safety and welfare of the public. The Director of Public Works 
shall notify the permittee of the removal by mailing a "notice of removal" to the last known 
address of the permittee. Such notice shall be mailed within five (5) business days after the 
removal of the newsrack and shall contain the same information as set forth in subsection (D) of 
this section. The permittee of the newsrack may request a hearing pursuant to the procedures of 
subsection (B) of this section for a determination of whether the newsrack was legally placed 
and, therefore, improperly seized. If the City Manager determines that the seizure was improper, 
the City Manager shall order the newsrack released and reinstalled by the City with no charge to 
the permittee. 
 
12.24.070 Notices. 
 
Unless otherwise stated, notices required pursuant to the provision of this chapter shall be given 
in writing by United States Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, addressed to the person to 
be notified at his or her last known address. The giving of notice under this chapter shall be 
deemed to have occurred as of the date of deposit in the United States Mail. 
 
12.24.080 Applicability. 
 
The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all newsracks within public rights-of-way, whether 
installed and maintained prior to or after the effective date of any of the provisions herein. 
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12.24.090 Abandoned Newsracks. 
 
A newsrack shall be deemed abandoned when no printed material of the type listed on the permit 
is contained therein for a period of more than thirty (30) consecutive days, or contains only 
outdated issues for more than thirty (30) consecutive days. If the Director of Public Works 
determines that no printed material of the type listed on the permit is contained in a newsrack for 
a period of more than thirty (30) consecutive days, or contains only outdated issues for more than 
thirty (30) consecutive days, the Director of Public Works shall mail to the newsrack permittee 
and post on the newsrack a notice stating his or her finding that the newsrack has been 
abandoned. If the newsrack permittee does not respond in writing to the Director of Public 
Works with a statement of intention not to abandon the newsrack within ten (10) days of the 
mailing and posting of said notice, the newsrack permit shall be deemed revoked and the 
Director of Public Works may summarily impound such newsrack, and shall mail a notice of 
removal as set forth in SMC 12.24.060(D). If the newsrack permittee timely provides a statement 
of intention not to abandon the newsrack, and there is not printed material contained in the 
newsrack for more than thirty (30) consecutive days thereafter, or contains only outdated issues 
for thirty (30) consecutive days, the newsrack permit shall be deemed revoked, and the Director 
of Public Works (1) may, without first mailing or posting notice of abandonment, summarily 
impound such newsrack, (2) shall mail a notice of removal as set forth in SMC 12.24.060(D), 
and (3) shall determine whether a newsrack permit should be issued to an applicant on the 
waiting list, if one exists for the site, in accordance with SMC 12.24.040(F). 
 
12.24.100 Severability. 
 
Each phrase, clause, sentence, section, and provision of this chapter is hereby declared to be 
severable. Therefore, if any phrase, clause, sentence, section, or provision of this chapter or 
application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect 
any other phrase, clause, sentence, section, provision, or application of this chapter. 
 
12.24.110 Enforcement Authority. 
 
Except as specifically provided herein, the provisions of this chapter shall be enforced by the 
City Manager or his or her designee. 
 
12.24.120 Appeals and Judicial Review. 
 
Unless otherwise provided herein, any person who is aggrieved by a determination made 
pursuant to SMC 12.24.040(G), 12.24.050(A)5, or 12.24.060 shall have ten (15) calendar days 
within which to appeal the decision to the City Council in accordance with the appeals 
provisions of this code. Any appeal of a newsrack permit or variance denial under this chapter 
shall be set for a public hearing before the City Council. 
 
 
Exhibit A:  List of Existing Newsracks 
 



Attachment A

Newsrack Inventory:  Existing (as of December 12, 2011)
Contains current Meets City's 1990 

Rack Location Publication Name(s) Type of Rack publications? Design & Placement guidelines?

E. Napa St., 100 block (midblock) Sonoma Index-Tribune Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
E. Napa St., 100 block (midblock) * Sonoma Sun Single/stand-alone Yes Yes (if fully bolted)

1st St E, Plaza (northern) * S.F. Chronicle Modular, 8 (4x2) Yes Yes
1st St E, Plaza (northern) * Press Democrat Modular, 8 (4x2) Yes Yes
1st St E, Plaza (northern) * Sonoma Sun Modular, 8 (4x2) Yes Yes
1st St E, Plaza (northern) * Homes & Land Mag of North Bay Modular, 8 (4x2) Yes but of SC Gazette Yes
1st St E, Plaza (northern) * Wall Street Journal Modular, 8 (4x2) Yes Yes
1st St E, Plaza (northern) * S.F. Chronicle Modular, 8 (4x2) No Yes
1st St E, Plaza (northern) * USA Today Modular, 8 (4x2) Yes Yes
1st St E, Plaza (northern) * Homes & Land Magazine Modular, 8 (4x2) No Yes
1st St E, Plaza (northern) * Sonoma Index-Tribune Single/stand-alone Yes Yes
1st St E, Plaza (northern) Wine Country Weekly (RE Reader) Single/stand-alone No No (design)
1st St E, Plaza (northern) The Real Estate Book Single/stand-alone No No (design)
1st St E, Plaza (northern) Distinctive Properties Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)

1st St E, Plaza (northern) Distinctive Properties Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
1st St E, Plaza (southern) Wine Country This Week Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
1st St E, Plaza (southern) Sonoma Family Life Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
1st St E, Plaza (southern) The Real Estate Book Single/stand-alone No No (design)
1st St E, Plaza (southern) Wine Country Weekly Single/stand-alone No No (design)
1st St E, Plaza (southern) Homes & Land Mag of North Bay Single/stand-alone Yes, also Golf Guide No (design)
1st St E, Plaza (southern) * Sonoma Index-Tribune Single/stand-alone Yes Yes (if fully bolted)
1st St E, Plaza (southern) * Sonoma Sun Single/stand-alone Yes Yes
1st St E, Plaza (southern) * S.F. Chronicle Modular, 2 (1x2) Yes Yes
1st St E, Plaza (southern) * Press Democrat Modular, 2 (1x2) Yes Yes
1st St E, Plaza (southern) Sonoma County Gazette Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)

Spain St., Plaza (midblock) Sonoma County Gazette Single/stand-alone No No (design)
Spain St., Plaza (midblock) Northern Calif. Bohemian Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
Spain St., Plaza (midblock) * No Name Modular, 2 (1x2) No Yes
Spain St., Plaza (midblock) * Bingo Bugle Modular, 2 (1x2) No Yes



Spain St., Plaza (midblock) * Sonoma Index-Tribune Single/stand-alone Yes Yes
Spain St., Plaza (midblock)  Sonoma Sun Modular, 2 (1x2) Yes No (design)
Spain St., Plaza (midblock) * Homes & Land Mag of North Bay Modular, 2 (1x2) Yes Yes
Spain St., Plaza (midblock) * S.F. Chronicle Modular, 2 (1x2) Yes Yes
Spain St., Plaza (midblock) * S.F. Chronicle Modular, 2 (1x2) No Yes
Spain St., Plaza (midblock) * Press Democrat Modular, 2 (1x2) Yes Yes
Spain St., Plaza (midblock) * Wine Country Weekly Single/stand-alone No Yes

Spain St., Plaza (near 1st St. W) * Sonoma Sun Single/stand-alone Yes Yes
Spain St., Plaza (near 1st St. W) * S.F. Chronicle Modular, 6 (3x2) No Yes
Spain St., Plaza (near 1st St. W) * Sonoma Index-Tribune Modular, 6 (3x2) Yes Yes
Spain St., Plaza (near 1st St. W) * S.F. Examiner Modular, 6 (3x2) Yes, but of Eel River Reporter Yes
Spain St., Plaza (near 1st St. W) * Marin Independent-Journal Modular, 6 (3x2) No Yes
Spain St., Plaza (near 1st St. W) * Press Democrat Modular, 6 (3x2) Yes Yes
Spain St., Plaza (near 1st St. W) * Homes & Land Mag of North Bay Modular, 6 (3x2) Yes Yes
Spain St., Plaza (near 1st St. W) HomesMagazine.com Single/stand-alone Yes, but of Studio Discov Tour No (design)

1st St. W, Plaza (midblock) Sonoma County Gazette Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
1st St. W, Plaza (midblock) * Sonoma Index-Tribune Single/stand-alone Yes Yes (if fully bolted)
1st St. W, Plaza (midblock) * Press Democrat Single/stand-alone Yes Yes
1st St. W, Plaza (midblock)  Sonoma Sun Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
1st St. W, Plaza (midblock) HomesMagazine.com Single/stand-alone No No (design)
1st St. W, Plaza (midblock) The Real Estate Book Single/stand-alone No No (design)
1st St. W, Plaza (midblock) NorcalVineyards.com Single/stand-alone No No (design)

1st St. W, just south of Plaza Wine Country Weekly Single/stand-alone No No (design)
1st St. W, just south of Plaza HomesMagazine.com Single/stand-alone No No (design)
1st St. W, just south of Plaza The Real Estate Book Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
1st St. W, just south of Plaza * Sonoma Sun Single/stand-alone Yes Yes
1st St. W, just south of Plaza Press Democrat Single/stand-alone No No (design)
1st St. W, just south of Plaza Homes & Land Mag of North Bay Modular, 2 (1x2) Yes No (design)
1st St. W, just south of Plaza Homes & Land Mag of North Bay Modular, 2 (1x2) Yes No (design)

Broadway, east side, south of Plaza * Real Estate Sonoma County Modular, 4 (2x2) No Yes
Broadway, east side, south of Plaza * Sonoma County Gazette Modular, 4 (2x2) No Yes
Broadway, east side, south of Plaza * Wine Country Weekly Modular, 4 (2x2) No Yes
Broadway, east side, south of Plaza * Sonoma Sun Modular, 4 (2x2) Yes Yes (note: faces curb)
Broadway, east side, south of Plaza * Sonoma County Independent Modular, 2 (1x2) No Yes



Broadway, east side, south of Plaza * Homes & Land Mag of North Bay Modular, 2 (1x2) Yes Yes  

100 block W. Napa St, midblock Sonoma Sun Single/stand-alone Yes No, (placement - too close to driveway)

100 block W. Napa St, by gas stn Wine Country Weekly (RE Reader) Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
100 block W. Napa St, by gas stn Homes & Land Mag of North Bay Single/stand-alone Yes, also Golf Guide No (design)
100 block W. Napa St, by gas stn Auto Mart Diablo Dealer Single/stand-alone No, trash filled No (design)
100 block W. Napa St, by gas stn HomesMagazine.com Single/stand-alone No, trash filled No (design)

2nd St. West, near Andrieux * Press Democrat Single/stand-alone No Yes

7th St. West, near Spain Sonoma Sun Single/stand-alone Yes No (placement - too close to corner ramp)

Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office Sonoma Family Life Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office La Voz; Mendocino Travelers Guide Modular, 3 (1x3) Yes No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office Menus from Mendo.; Real Est Guide Modular, 3 (1x3) Yes No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office Mendo. Art Ctr; Studio Discov. Tour Modular, 3 (1x3) Yes No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office Wine Country Weekly (RE Reader) Single/stand-alone No No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office Bingo Bugle Single/stand-alone No No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office Northern Calif. Bohemian/Independent Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office HomesMagazine.com Single/stand-alone No No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office Auto Mart Diablo Dealer Single/stand-alone No No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office No name Modular, 2 (1x2) No No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office Homes & Land Mag of North Bay Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office The Real Estate Book Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office Auto Weekly Single/stand-alone No No (design)
Broadway, sidewalk at Post Office Distinctive Properties Single/stand-alone Yes No (design)

 

 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7C 
 
01/18/2012 

 
Department 

Public Works 
Staff Contact  

Milenka Bates, Public Works 
Agenda Item Title 

Discussion, consideration and possible approval of a new event at Plaza Park for the 2012 Gran 
Fondo Bike Ride. 

Summary 
The City of Sonoma was approached by Planetz/Echelon (Hunter Ziesig) to Host a Gran Fondo 
Bike Ride on Saturday, May 12, 2012. Gran Fondo is a European-style mass start cycling ride 
which offers fanfare and frivolity that one would see at a European cycling tour. The event would 
include the mass start bike ride, food, wine, and entertainment on the Plaza.  The Event is a 
fundraiser and Sonoma Valley Hospital is being proposed as the primary charitable partner. The 
Event will offer four different ride options at approximately 11, 30, 60, 80 miles. The event is 
expected to attract 1,200 riders and 2,500 or more in attendance. The event organizer stresses the 
use of local hotels and business establishments for lodging, food and beverage. The event 
organizers stated that they wish this to become a recurring annual event in Sonoma. 
 
The Special Event Committee (Police, Fire, Public Works, and City Administration) met with the 
Event Organizers on January 4, 2012. The conditions and fees discussed and are attached for 
review. This would be a new event to the Plaza and would need Council approval. The event is also 
requesting use of the turf during the “off season” and the use of two large blow-up arches. The 
Event Director has read the City’s Special Event Policy and is requesting Charity of Choice; staff 
explained that City policy directs events to donate to local non-profits and/or nationally known 
charity such as American Red Cross. The Event is also requesting fee waivers. The Community 
Services and Environment Commission conducted a general review of the event at their meeting of 
January 11, 2012 and recommends that due to size and impact to Plaza that the fees not be 
waived.  
 
Since the event is benefitting Sonoma Valley Hospital, the City Manager has approached the 
Hospital regarding assistance with the fees.  Information regarding this inquiry will be explained at 
the Council meeting. 

 
Recommended Council Action 

1. Discuss and consider this new large-scale event.  
2. If desired, approve the 2012 Gran Fondo Bike Ride, and if approved, 
3. Approve or deny use of two blow-up arches at entrance/exit of City Hall 
4. Approve City Street Use Permit 
5. Refer event to Community Services and Environment Commission (CSEC) with direction  

to formulate conditions and event details with City staff and event organizers. 
6. Support CSEC recommendation to deny fee waiver request  

 

Alternative Actions 
1. Delay request for further information from Event Organizers and Staff 
2. Approve Fee Waiver request 
3. Council Discretion 

 
 



Agenda Item 7C 

 
 

 
Financial Impact 

Event Organizers are requesting a fee waiver of $4,761.00; this does not include a refundable 
deposit of $10,000.  
Additional fees may be accrued if the scope of event changes and if parking restrictions and 
barricading is needed. This is a non-budgeted item, If street closures and parking restrictions are 
requested the costs would be borne directly by the General Fund. Additional security fees would 
also be incurred. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Plaza Use Permit 
Gran Fondo Conditions & Fees 
Street Use Permit 
 
 

 
cc:  

 
 



















City of Sonoma Special Events Waste Minimization and Recycling Plan 
Echelon Sonoma – Napa Gran Fondo.  May 12, 2012 Sonoma Plaza 
 
The Echelon Gran Fondo organization take measures at every event to both minimize 
garbage generated and maximize recycled items.  Every locality is different in the 
ways they would like us to handle our final garbage, but these measures are in place 
at each event to minimize our environmental footprint. 
 

1. All participants are encouraged to carpool to the start location or bicycle if 
they are local. 

2. No individual plastic water bottles or glass bottles are purchased for the 
event. 

3. Participants are encouraged to use their own cycling bottles throughout the 
event. 

4. Recycled paper products are purchased for the event. 
5. Aluminum cans are collected in separate marked containers for recycling. 
6. Cardboard and non-food contaminated paper products are collected for 

recycling. 
7. Food items that do not require plates or plastic utensils are favored when 

planning rest stop and post-event food. 
8. All plastics are recycled if applicable . 
9. Porta Pottie services and supplies are eco-friendly. 
10. Open containers of food are offered to event volunteers. 
11. Non-opened food is donated to local organizations. 
12. All local waste mitigation practices are followed. 

 
We have found that non-paper food packaging and food contaminated paper is the 
largest source of landfill waste generated at these events.  Most other items do not 
go into the landfill stream. 
 
We will coordinate with Sonoma Garbage for the appropriate number and types of 
containers needed for this event. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Michael Sexton 
Echelon Gran Fondo 
Michael@sextonarts.com 
415 309-4560 
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Sonoma Gran Fondo – SEC Review Comments   
 
Special Event Committee (Police, Fire, Public Works, City Manager)  
Meeting of January 4, 2012 
 

 
 
If Event is approved by City Council, there may be additional conditions. Also, additional 
conditions or requirements could be imposed if the event summary changes. 
 

Police: Event organizers must contract with the police department for 2 motorcycle officers to escort 
the start procession.  In addition, event must contract for at least one officer to monitor the expo area 
until end of event.  Please contact the police department at 707-996-3602 to work out the contract 
details. 

Public Works: Contact Parks Department one month prior to Event to arrange walk thru. Attend Post 
Event Review with Parks the morning following event. 707-933-2239 

Contact the Street Department one month prior to event to discuss any potential barricading or parking 
space reservations. Provide detailed map of requested NO Parking. Paint is not allowed on City street 
surface for directional marking. 707-933-2232 

Submit recycling plan and Event budget to Cristina Morris prior to February 8, 2012 Community Services 
Environment Committee (CSEC) meeting. 707-933-2206 

Contact Sonoma County Transit Authority to inform of Bus Stop Closure day of event. 707-565-5373 

Contact Sonoma Garbage two weeks prior to event to order appropriate trash receptacles. 707-996-
7555 

Read Special Event Use Policy for guidance regarding Events on the Plaza.  

Contact Public Works at 707-938-3332 for inquiries. 

Fire Department: 

Emergency Vehicle Access:  Maintain emergency vehicle access around the entire horseshoe and City Hall. The 
minimum unobstructed width is 20 feet and the minimum unobstructed vertical clearance is 13 feet 6 inches. 

Smoking:  Smoking is not permitted in any tent, and in any adjacent areas where hay or other highly flammable 
materials are kept. "No Smoking" signs shall be conspicuously posted in all tents open to the public and wherever 
otherwise specified by the enforcing authority. 
 
Fire Extinguishers: 

• At least one 2-A10B:C fire extinguisher in each auxiliary adjacent tent and for cooking areas outside the 
tent. 

• Provide a class K extinguisher for any deep fryer operations. 
• Cooking tents if considered are highly regulated and would need a separate review 
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LP Gas: 

• LP gas containers shall be located outside. Safety release valve shall be pointed away from the 
tent or membrane structure.  

• LP Gas containers shall have a minimum separation between the container and structure of not 
less than 10 feet.  

• LP gas containers shall be adequately protected to prevent tampering, damage by vehicles or 
other hazards, located in approved locations and securely fastened in place to prevent 
unauthorized movement. 

 
Generators: 

• Generators shall be separated from tents and other membrane structures by a minimum of 20 
feet and isolated from the public. 

• Provide one 2A10B:C extinguisher near the generator 
• High pressure cylinders in excess of 5-gallons must have a pressure regulator 

 
Cell Phone Emergencies:  Most of the “911” cell phone requests (except Verizon) go to CHP. The local 
fire emergency cell number is 576-1375 and law emergencies are 565-2121. 
 
Parking of Vehicles:  Vehicles necessary to the operation of the establishment shall be parked at least 
twenty feet (20') from any tent. This would be a consideration if the perimeter of the horseshoe is used. 
 
Flame Resistance Standards:  All tent fabrics and all interior decorative fabrics or materials shall be flame 
resistant in accordance with appropriate standards set forth in California Code of Regulations, Title 19, 
Division 1, Chapter 8. The providers of the tents can usually furnish the documentation 
 
Open Flames:  Open flame or any device emitting flame or spark shall not be used in or immediately 
adjacent to any tent while open to the public. 
 
Tents:  Tents in excess of 400 square feet would require a separate inspection. 

 
Inspection:  We will conduct an inspection on the day of the event and the above information will be the 
format used. There may be additional requirements if the current event summary changes. 
 
Contact:  Alan Jones, Fire Marshal, Sonoma Valley Fire Rescue Authority, 707-996-2102 x 
305, alanj@svfra.org 
 
 

mailto:alanj@svfra.org
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Sonoma Gran Mondo Potential Fees

Police Two Motors – 4 Hours $1,197.28 $1,197.28
1 Deputy – 5 hours

Fire Inspection & Permit $300.00 $300.00

Plaza Use Application Fee $253.00 $3,394.00 

Quadrant Rental Fees $800.00

Maintenance Fees $900.00

Alcohol Permit $168.00

Street Use Permit $373.00

Refundable Deposit $900.00

Film Permit Application Fee $470.00 $10,770.00 

Use of City Property $300.00

Refundable Deposit $10,000.00
 

Barricading Per Day $200.00 Unknown
No Parking Per Space $20.00 Unknown

Public Works Maintenance Worker Apx $35.00 hr Unknown
Utility Truck $24.47 hr
Street Sweeper Equip. $35.17 hr

Sub-Total $15,661.28

Refundable Deposits $10,900.00
Fees With out Deposits $4,761.28

Items Discussed by staff:
Alternative Start from Spain / Hit Road Jack
Back-up plan for Expo if rain or wet turf
Communication to neighbors
Use of Local Merchants
Donation to local non-profits

Approval of New Event for Plaza (possible re-occuring)
Approval of two blow-up arches at entrance/exit of City Hall
City Street Use Approval
Directives to CSEC 

Actions to be decided by City Council:

Porta Potties
Noise Ordinance
Parking 
Rest Room Monitors
Process - Council & CSEC







 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
7D 
 
1/18/12 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Linda Kelly, City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Adoption of amended Enforceable Obligation Payment Schedule for former Sonoma Community 
Development Agency, pursuant to AB1X 26 

Summary 
At its meeting of August 15, 2011, the City Council adopted as an urgent agenda item the 
Enforceable Obligation Payment Schedule (EOPS). 

The Sonoma Community Development Agency (CDA) and its Successor Agency, the City of 
Sonoma (starting February 1), can only make payments on enforceable obligations (other than 
bonded indebtedness) listed on an EOPS until such time as the first Recognized Obligation Payment 
Schedule (ROPS) has been prepared by the Successor Agency, certified and approved by the 
Successor Agency’s Oversight Board to take over the function initially served by the EOPS.  The 
process for approving the ROPS may not be completed until May, thereby potentially leaving a gap 
between the period initially covered by the EOPS (through December 31, 2011) and the 
effectiveness of the first ROPS.  This gap could lead to an inability to pay, and the resulting default 
under, various enforceable obligations. 

To avoid possibly defaulting on enforceable obligations between January and the operative date of 
the ROPS, legal counsel recommends that City amend its existing EOPS prior to February 1, 2012 
to extend the payment schedule for the enforceable obligations required to be paid by the CDA 
(during January) and its successor agency (starting in February) for the period from January 1, 2012 
through June 30, 2012. 

The newly updated EOPS is being prepared and will be provided before or at the Council 
meeting of January 18, 2012. 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt the Enforceable Obligation Payment Schedule. 

Alternative Actions 
Direct amendments to the EOPS. 

Financial Impact 
The EOPS will list all enforceable obligations of the former CDA. The amounts will be provided on 
the forthcoming EOPS document. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

The updated EOPS is being prepared and will be provided before or at the Council meeting of 
January 18, 2012. 

cc: N/A 

 



 

  
Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact 

Mayor and Council Members 

Agenda Item Title 
Council Members Report on Committee Activities. 

Summary 
Council members will report on activities, if any, of the various committees to which they are assigned. 

MAYOR SANDERS MPT. BROWN CLM. BARBOSE CLM. GALLIAN CLM. ROUSE 

ABAG Alternate AB939 Local Task Force City Facilities Committee ABAG Delegate City Audit Committee 

Community Dev. Agency 
Loan Subcommittee 

Cemetery Subcommittee Community Dev. Agency 
Loan Subcommittee, Alt. 

Cemetery Subcommittee Community Dev. Agency 
Loan Subcommittee 

LOCC North Bay Division 
Liaison, Alternate 

Cittaslow Sonoma Valley 
Advisory Council, Alt. 

Community Choice 
Aggregation Focus Grp. 

Cittaslow Sonoma Valley 
Advisory Council 

LOCC North Bay Division 
Liaison 

Sonoma County Mayors &  
Clm. Assoc. BOD 

City Facilities Committee North Bay Watershed 
Association 

City Audit Committee Sonoma County M & C 
Assoc. Legislative 
Committee, Alt. 

Sonoma County M & C 
Assoc. Legislative 
Committee 

Sonoma Community Center 
Subcommittee 

Sonoma Community Center 
Subcommittee 

Sonoma County 
Transportation Authority 

Sonoma Valley Citizens 
Advisory Comm. Alt. 

Sonoma Disaster Council Sonoma County Health 
Action, Alternate 

Sonoma County 
Transportation Authority, 
Alt. 

(SCTA) Regional Climate 
Protection Authority 

S.V. Economic Development 
Steering Committee, Alt. 

Sonoma Housing 
Corporation 

Sonoma County Mayors &  
Clm. Assoc. BOD 

(SCTA) Regional Climate 
Protection Authority, Alt. 

LOCC North Bay Division, 
LOCC E-Board, Alternate 
(M & C Appointment) 

 

S.V.C. Sanitation District 
BOD 

Sonoma Disaster Council, 
Alternate 

Sonoma County Waste 
Management Agency 

Sonoma County/City Solid 
Waste Advisory Group 
(SWAG), Alt. 

 

S.V. Economic 
Development Steering 
Committee 

Sonoma Housing 
Corporation 

Sonoma County/City Solid 
Waste Advisory Group 
(SWAG) 

Sonoma County Ag 
Preservation and Open 
Space Advisory Committee 
(M & C Appointment) 

 

S.V. Fire & Rescue 
Authority Oversight 
Committee 

S. V. Citizens Advisory 
Commission 

VOM Water District Ad Hoc 
Committee 

VOM Water District Ad Hoc 
Committee 

 

S. V. Library Advisory 
Committee 

S.V.C. Sanitation District 
BOD, Alt. 

Water Advisory Committee, 
Alternate 

Water Advisory Committee  

 S.V. Fire & Rescue 
Authority Oversight 
Committee 

   

 S. V. Library Advisory 
Committee, Alternate 

   

 Substance Abuse 
Prevention Coalition 

   

     
 

 

Recommended Council Action – Receive Reports  

Attachments:  None 
 

Agenda Item:           9A 
Meeting Date:          01/18/2012 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 
Agenda Item Summary 
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