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SPECIAL MEETING - CLOSED SESSION 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
At 5:00 p.m., Mayor Sanders called the meeting to order.  No one from the public was present to 
provide public testimony on closed session items.  The Council recessed into closed session 
with all members present.  City Manager Kelly was also present. 
 
2. CLOSED SESSION 

 
A: CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS, pursuant to Government Code 

§54957.6.  Agency designated representatives:  City Manager Kelly, and City 
Attorney Walter.  Employee Organizations: Non-represented Confidential, 
Executive, Management and Administrative personnel and City of Sonoma 
Employees’ Association (SEIU 1020). 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 
The City Council reconvened in open session and Mayor Sanders called the meeting to order at 
6:10 p.m.  Members of Brownie Troop 10117, with Troop Leader Leslie Nicholson, led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Sanders and Councilmembers Barbose, Brown, Gallian, and Rouse 
ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager Kelly, City Clerk Johann, City Attorney Walter, Planning 
Director Goodison, and Fire Chief Garcia. 
 
REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION - Mayor Sanders stated that no reportable action had been 
taken while in Closed Session. 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Robert Parmelee thanked City Manager Kelly for responding to his request for information 
relating to the status of the $250,000 allocation for administration of the dissolved Community 
Development Agency.  He announced that a historic marker plaque would be placed on the 
Poppe Building on Sunday. 
 
Deirdre Sheerin, CEO/Executive Director, announced a public information session regarding the 
Sweetwater Spectrum development would be held on June 11, 2012 at the Community Center.   
 
David Cook announced that he would be running for City Council in November and stated that 
he planned to attend all Council meetings and would be commenting on important issues so that 
the public would know his stance on the issues. 
 
Herb Golenpaul reported on a tree-planting program in Wales. 
 

2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 
Clm. Brown announced the Bear Flag Reenactment on the Plaza on June 9. 
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Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements, Continued 
 
Clm. Rouse thanked the owners of Highway 12 Winery for their involvement in the Hit The Road 
Jack Race and their donation of wine for the Ox Roast.  Clm. Barbose reported that he visited 
Amsterdam while on vacation and observed that many people rode bicycles there and that bike 
lanes were present on almost every street.  Clm. Gallian thanked everyone involved in the 
wonderful Memorial Day ceremony.  She stated that a member of the Native Sons was passing 
and asked the community to help him in any way they could. 
 

3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 
City Manager Kelly reported that the next Oversight Board meeting would be held June 13, 
2012.  She stated that if the City’s sales tax measure passed, the first payments would be 
collected in November.  To Mr. Parmelee, she stated that it had been determined that the City 
did qualify for the annual $250,000 administration allocation and would receive a prorated 
payment now with the next allocation due in January 2013. 
 

4. PRESENTATIONS  

 
Item 4A: Proclamation Declaring June 4, 2012 as Maxime Simonet Day 
 
Mayor Sanders stated that the City believed in the arts and invested in it in many ways.  She 
praised Maxime Simonet for his accomplishments as a comedian and musician and presented 
him with the proclamation.  Mr. Simonet delivered a lively and entertaining thank you to the 
Mayor and City Council. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.  
Item 5B: Request by the American Legion Post 459 and Native Sons of the Golden 

West for City-subsidized use of the Sonoma Valley Veterans Memorial 
Building for one day on October 13, 2012.  Approved subject to applicant’s 
compliance with the City’s standard insurance requirements. 

Item 5C: Request by the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars Bear Flag 
Post 1943 for City-subsidized use of the Sonoma Valley Veterans Memorial 
Building for one day on January 19, 2013. Approved subject to applicant’s 
compliance with the City’s standard insurance requirements. 

Item 5D: Request by Sonoma International Film Festival for City-subsidized use of 
the Sonoma Valley Veterans Memorial Building for one day on April 13, 
2013.  Approved subject to applicant’s compliance with the City’s standard 
insurance requirements. 

Item 5E: Request by Soroptimist International Sonoma Valley for City-subsidized 
use of the Sonoma Valley Veterans Memorial Building for one day on 
February 1, 2013. Approved subject to applicant’s compliance with the City’s 
standard insurance requirements. 

Item 5F: Adoption of resolution approving the adopted Conflict of Interest Code of 
the Oversight Board to the Dissolved Sonoma Community Development 
Agency (CDA).  (Res. No. 20-2012) 

Item 5G: Approval of the Minutes of the May 21, 2012 Meeting.  Removed from 
consent, see below. 

Item 5H: Adoption of Resolution approving and consenting to the use of City streets 
by the Sonoma Community Center for the 4th of July Parade on Wednesday, 
July 4, 2012.  (Res. No. 21-2012) 

Item 5I: 1)  Approval of Indemnity Agreement with Keller Canyon landfill 
indemnifying City for hazardous waste and landfill closure liability.  

  2)  Approval of Indemnification Agreement with Sonoma Garbage 
Collectors, Inc. (“SGC”) in which SGC assumes liabilities of and 
indemnifies City for the City’s obligations under the Keller Canyon 
agreement referenced in item #1. 

 
Mayor Sanders removed Item 5G.  Clm. Gallian stated she would abstain on 5E.  It was moved 
by Clm. Rouse, seconded by Clm. Brown, to approve the Consent Calendar except for 5G.  The 
motion carried unanimously except that Clm. Gallian abstained on 5E due to a conflict of 
interest with Soroptimists. 
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Item 5G: Approval of the Minutes of the May 21, 2012 Meeting.   
 
Mayor Sanders requested a minor change to the minutes.  It was moved by Clm. Rouse, 
seconded by Clm. Brown, to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion carried 
unanimously except that Clm. Barbose abstained due to his absence on May 21. 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 6A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of the May 21, 2012 City Council / 

Successor Agency Meetings pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Rouse, to approve the minutes as amended 
above (Item 5G).  The motion carried unanimously except that Clm. Barbose abstained. 
 
Item 6B: Adoption of Administrative Budget for Administrative Allowance for FY 

2012-13. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Rouse, to approve the administrative budget 
for FY 2012-13 totaling $655,917.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

7. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Item 7A: Discussion, consideration and possible introduction of an ordinance 

establishing new regulations for Formula Businesses. 
 
Planning Director Goodison reported that in response to the Staples Office Supply store moving 
into the former Bonanza Ford tenant space, the City Council established an eight-member Ad 
Hoc Committee on Formula Stores on May 16, 2011 and gave the direction to study, research 
and report back to the City Council on options related to the possible regulation of formula 
businesses and changes in tenancy of large commercial spaces. The recommendations of the 
Ad Hoc Committee (which were developed over the course of four meetings and adopted on a 
vote of 4-3) were reviewed by the City Council over the course of two meetings, on December 
19, 2011 and on March 5, 2012.  Through those meetings, a three-member majority of the 
Council gave direction to staff to proceed with an ordinance but to scale back the scope of the 
regulation suggested by the Ad Hoc Committee.  The Council majority determined that, with the 
exception of formula businesses proposed in tenant spaces having an area of 10,000 square 
feet or greater, the geographic scope of the ordinance should be limited to the Plaza area and 
the Historic Overlay zone.  With those changes, the Council referred the draft ordinance to the 
Planning Commission for review and comment.  The Planning Commission conducted its review 
over the course of two meetings, ultimately voting 4-3 to refer the ordinance back to the City 
Council for adoption without recommending any changes. 
 
Clm. Rouse inquired about the shopping center exemptions.  Goodison explained that, as 
written, the ordinance exempted certain existing shopping centers which meant they would not 
be subject to the review required of commercial spaces 10,000 square feet or greater. 
 
Mayor Sanders opened the public hearing.  Herb Golenpaul reported on the definition of the 
word “ordinance” and stressed that the Council should not adopt something it wasn’t willing to 
back up in the future. 
 
Robert Felder, Chair of the Planning Commission, stated that some members of the Planning 
Commission felt the ordinance should do more and some felt it should do less and the best 
thing they could agree upon was that it was a start in the right direction. 
 
David Cook stated that he served on the Ad Hoc Committee and that he would agree that some 
regulation was needed to protect the Plaza but he did not agree with the ordinance as a whole. 
 
Issac Raboy stated he was working with the owners of the Old Bowl Center and questioned if 
the ordinance would apply to the adjacent property if one tenant were to utilize more than 
10,000 square feet of the building.  He stated that the ordinance would be discouraging to 
businesses interested in coming to Sonoma and he felt there were enough existing rules and 
regulations creating hurdles for businesses to face. 
 
Nancy Simpson, member of the Sonoma League for Historic Preservation and Landmark 
Commission, stated there were enough rules in place and she strongly disagreed with a ban on  
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Item 7A: Discussion, consideration and possible introduction of an ordinance 
establishing new regulations for Formula Businesses, continued 

 
businesses.  She stated that any regulation should focus on the exterior of a building only, not 
what type of business were to go in it. 
 
Ben Boyce stated he too served on the Ad Hoc Committee.  He said that many people felt the 
ordinance did not have enough teeth but he would support it as a means to get it moving.  He 
urged the Council to adopt the ordinance. 
 
Jennifer Yankovich, Executive Director of the Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce, pointed 
out that of the one hundred thirty-five ground floor businesses within the Plaza Retail Overlay 
Zone, only five met the definition of a Formula Business.  She stated that showed the City’s 
processes were serving the community well.  She stated that banning businesses would close 
doors and limit choices and that the City should be spending its time and energy looking for 
businesses to go into the vacant sites such as the Creamery and the Old Bowl Center. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated that it had been a long process and there had been a complete vetting of 
the issues and differences of opinion.  He stated that the only ban contained in the ordinance 
was to restrict restaurants of a chain of two hundred fifty or more stores from locating on the 
Plaza and he did not see how that would be detrimental.  It was moved by Clm. Barbose, 
seconded by Clm. Brown, to introduce the ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA AMENDING TITLE 19 OF THE SONOMA MUNICIPAL 
CODE BY ESTABLISHING ZONING REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO FORMULA 
BUSINESSES.   
 
Clm. Rouse stated that he was not in favor of the ordinance.  He noted that unemployment was 
up and the latest jobs report had sent the stock market tumbling.  Clm. Rouse stated that bans 
and regulations did not lead to prosperity and if Councilmembers owned commercial property 
they wouldn’t want the ordinance either. 
 
Clm. Gallian stated that the issue came up because the City was unprepared to deal with 
Staples coming in.  She stated that the City had invested a year in the ordinance and she would 
support it because she felt the Plaza Overlay Zone restricting restaurants was necessary. 
 
Clm. Brown stated his support for the ordinance.   
 
Clm. Rouse conceded that there were three votes in favor and asked if a compromise could be 
reached by limiting the regulations to just the one regulating restaurants on the Plaza.  
Councilmembers Barbose, Gallian and Brown responded in the negative. 
 
Mayor Sanders stated that a property owner looking to lease their property would have to wait 
an additional couple of months, while continuing to make their mortgage payments, before 
finding out if the proposed business would be allowed.  She stated that on a recent visit to 
Williamsburg, Virginia she noticed that a Williams-Sonoma store was located right across the 
street from the historic William and Mary College.  Mayor Sanders went on to state that the 
City’s regulations had kept several businesses out of the Creamery Building and caused it to sit 
vacant for many years. 
 
Clm. Gallian asked how long it would take to process a Use Permit required by the ordinance.  
Planner Goodison stated that it would take approximately two months to process in most 
instances. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Rouse, seconded by Mayor Sanders, to amend the motion for 
introduction by amending the ordinance to include the Old Bowl Center in the list of exempted 
shopping centers.  Clm. Barbose stated that he felt the members of the community would want 
to weigh in on a potential 10,000 square foot business.  The motion failed by the following vote:  
AYES:  Sanders, Rouse.  NOES:  Barbose, Brown, Gallian. 
 
The main motion to introduce the ordinance carried three to two.  AYES:  Barbose, Brown, 
Gallian.  NOES:  Sanders, Rouse. 
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8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 8A: Discussion, consideration and possible direction to staff regarding a 

request to send a letter from the City Council to the Board of the Valley of 
the Moon Fire District urging pension reform, requested by Mayor Sanders. 

 
City Manager Kelly introduced the item and Mayor Sanders stated that she wanted to know if 
there was Council support for sending a letter to the Valley of the Moon Fire District Board 
urging them to move towards pension reform.  Mayor Sanders stated that pension reform had 
become the number one political issue in the County and she also did not feel it was appropriate 
that City employee bargaining units were not sharing the same benefit packages and for one 
group to not be contributing towards their pension costs. 
 
Mayor Sanders invited comments from the public.  Herb Golenpaul said the Council should 
have thought of this before they let the Fire Department go. 
 
Clm. Brown did not support sending a letter.  He said the Council had a great relationship with 
the Board and he trusted them to take care of their budget.  Clm. Brown added that he and 
Mayor Sanders, as the City representatives on the Oversight Committee, could discuss it at the 
next meeting. 
 
Clm. Gallian stated she felt it would be better to address the issue at the meeting of the Fire 
Oversight Committee and then follow up with a letter, if it was necessary.  She noted that the 
Board had not had a chance to present their budget yet. 
 
Clm. Rouse felt it was a fiduciary responsibility to place on the record that the Council felt 
pension reform was vitally important. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated that he felt the Board understood that and added that it was in their best 
interests to keep the ship afloat and run a sustainable organization.  He felt the proper forum to 
bring the subject up was at the Oversight Committee meeting. 
 
Mayor Sanders acknowledged that staff had direction on the matter. 
 

9. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 
There were no items. 
 

10. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 

 
Item 10A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities. 
 
Clm. Gallian commented that Councilmembers participated in the Valley of the Moon Water 
District’s 50th anniversary celebration.   
 
Mayor Sanders reported she would attend the June 19 Sanitation District meeting at which they 
will conduct a public hearing and vote on proposed sanitation rate increases.  She explained 
that she had concerns because the district had sent out public hearing notices that did not 
include the new rate methodology or information informing property owners if and how much 
their fees would change.  She stated that the new methodology would result in a reduction of 
sanitation fees for some property owners; however, others would see their bills go up 50% or 
more. 
 
Item 10B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
Clm. Rouse encouraged people to get out and vote tomorrow. 
 
Clm. Brown congratulated Mr. Cook for jumping into the City Council race. 
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
Herb Golenpaul questioned the value of the lengthy comments made by Councilmembers 
regarding the Formula Business ordinance given that they knew going into it what the vote was 
going to be. 
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12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.  
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 18th day of June 2012. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann, MMC 
City Clerk 
 


