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SPECIAL MEETING - CLOSED SESSION AGENDA 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
At 5:00 p.m., Mayor Sanders called the meeting to order.  No one from the public was present to 
provide public testimony on closed session items.   
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Brown, to move up the closed session item 
listed at the end of this agenda for discussion during this closed session, if time allowed.  The 
motion carried four to one, Mayor Sanders dissented.  The Council recessed into closed session 
with all members present.  The Mayor requested City Manager Kelly and City Attorney Walter to 
join the closed session. 
 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
Item 2A: CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS, pursuant to Government Code 

§54957.6.  Agency designated representative:  City Manager Kelly.  Employee 
Organizations: City of Sonoma Employees’ Association (SEIU 1020), and Non-
represented Confidential, Executive, Management and Administrative personnel. 

 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 
The City Council reconvened in open session and Mayor Sanders called the meeting to order at 
6:10 p.m.  Rob Wilson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Sanders and Councilmembers Barbose, Brown, Gallian, and Rouse 
ABSENT: None 
ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager Kelly, City Clerk Johann, City Attorney Walter, Public Works 
Director Bates, Planning Director Goodison, Associate Planner Atkins. 
 
REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION - Mayor Sanders stated that no reportable action had been 
taken while in Closed Session and that Council would reconvene in Closed Session at the end 
of the regular meeting. 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Herb Golenpaul commented on the amount of money spent on political campaigns in Great 
Britain. 
 

2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 
Clm. Rouse invited the public to participate in the October 2 City Council Candidate Forum 
sponsored by the League of Women Voters. 
 
Clm. Brown requested that the meeting be dedicated in the memory of Ron Gruetter. 
 
Councilmembers Brown and Gallian commented that the Vintage Festival had been an 
awesome event and expressed appreciation to all who made it happen. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated that the economic status report delivered by Laurie Decker at the Tops in 
Sonoma Chamber Breakfast Forum had been very positive. 
 
Mayor Sanders reported a great turnout for the Blessing of the Grapes, reminded people to 
register to vote and announced that The Red Grape restaurant had been named Business of 
the Year by the Chamber of Commerce. 
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3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 
Item 3A:   City Manager Comments and Announcements 
 
City Manager Kelly announced that the Oversight Board would meet on October 3 and October 
10 and the Sonoma Tourism Improvement District Board would meet October 11. 
 

4. PRESENTATIONS  

 
Item 4A: Proclamation declaring October 1, 2012 Rob Wilson Day 
 
Mayor Sanders read aloud and presented a proclamation to Rob Wilson in recognition of his 
service benefitting the youth of the community and for being a positive role model.  Mr. Wilson 
had, since 2010, provided much needed supervision of the Macdougald Skateboard Park.  His 
efforts also included cleaning up graffiti and debris saving the City money and freeing up 
personnel for other work responsibilities.  He had also formed a citizens group to research 
development of a bike park. 
 
Item 4B: Recognition of Michael George’s service on the Planning Commission 
 
Mayor Sanders presented Michael George a certificate of appreciation and thanked him for his 
service on the Planning Commission for the past six years.  He thanked the Council for the 
opportunity to serve the community in that capacity. 
 
Item 4C: Proclamation declaring October 2012 Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
 
Mayor Sanders read portions of a proclamation and presented it to Madeleine Keegan 
O'Connell, Executive Director of YWCA Sonoma County.  Ms. O’Connell spoke briefly regarding 
the services they provide to victims of domestic violence in the County. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only. 
Item 5B: Approval of the Minutes of the September 5 and September 17, 2012 

Meetings. 
Item 5C: Request by Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club for City-subsidized use 

of the Sonoma Valley Veterans Memorial Building on April 27, 2013. 
Approved subject to applicant’s compliance with the City’s standard insurance 
requirements. 

Item 5D: Request by Sonoma Valley High School for temporary use of City streets 
on October 5, 2012 to conduct the annual Homecoming Parade.  (Res. No. 
40-2012) 

 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Rouse, to approve the Consent Calendar as 
presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 6A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of the September 5 and September 

17, 2012 City Council / Successor Agency Meetings pertaining to the 
Successor Agency. 

 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Rouse, to approve the Consent Calendar as 
presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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7. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Item 7A: Discussion, consideration and possible action on an appeal of the Planning 

Commission’s decision to approve the application of the First 
Congregational Church for a Use Permit to operate a school within 
Burlingame Hall, at 252 West Spain Street. (The school use would consist 
of regular classes provided by third parties renting Burlingame Hall.) 

 
Associate Planner Atkins reported that on August 9, 2012 the Planning Commission, by a vote 
of five to two, approved a use permit allowing the First Congregational Church to operate a 
school within Burlingame Hall located at 252 West Spain Street.  Issues raised by members of 
the public at the hearing related to traffic, noise, parking, and charges that the public notice 
lacked project specifics.  Atkins stated that the staff-recommended conditions of approval had 
been revised to address the concerns related to noise.  As amended, they required doors and 
windows to remain closed if amplification occurred in Burlingame Hall; required posting a notice 
requesting patrons and students be mindful of the residents in regards to noise and parking; 
and, that the use be operated in compliance with the noise limits and standards of the City’s 
Noise Ordinance.  Planner Atkins stated that Mayor Sanders filed an appeal of the Planning 
Commission decision citing the following concerns: 1) noticing; 2) conditions of approval; 3) 
definition of a school. 
 
Clm. Barbose requested staff to summarize discussions between him and members of the 
public relating to zoning issues.  Planning Director Goodison stated that the property was zoned 
Residential – Low Density and that schools and day care centers were allowed subject to use 
permit approval. 
 
Mayor Sanders opened the public hearing.  Roger Wright, speaking on behalf of the church, 
stated they attempted to make contact with all the neighboring property owners and had felt all 
concerns had been satisfactorily dealt with. 
 
Jennifer Hainstock stated that the public hearing notice should have included an email address 
so that people could respond electronically.  She stated that the existing use permit for the Old 
Adobe School stated it was to be held in Burlingame Hall and it was not.  She pointed out that 
the church did not have a use permit for all the weddings and other events held there.  
Hainstock stated that all the various uses at the church should be combined into one use permit 
and the number of events should be limited.  She added that the church should be required to 
have an onsite monitor at all events. 
 
Herb Golenpaul questioned who was in control of what went on at the church. 
 
Sarah Brady spoke in support of the use permit.  When there were no additional comments, 
Mayor Sanders closed the public hearing. 
 
Clm. Barbose confirmed with staff that other events held at the church were not subject to the 
conditions placed upon the use permit for the school use. 
 
Mayor Sanders questioned the need for a use permit for the weddings.  Goodison responded 
that all churches had weddings, funerals and other events that the City had never tried to 
regulate.  Mayor Sanders noted that some of the concerns related to safety and questioned if 
the City could require red curbs or the timing of events.  Goodison responded that the church 
had make application to the Traffic Safety Committee to have red curbs and that the Council 
could amend the conditions of approval at any time. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to uphold the decision of the 
Planning Commission and amend the conditions of approval to include:  1) requiring a minimum 
of thirty minutes between classes; 2) requiring red curb designations at the entrance and exit to 
the parking lot; 3) posting signs requesting that drivers stop and proceed with caution when 
exiting the parking lot; 4) mandating that instructors discuss the necessity of participants driving 
cautiously while entering and exiting and the need to park in the parking lot and not on the 
street; 5) requiring church staff or volunteers to monitor the traffic/parking situation before and 
after classes initially as well as intermittently.   
 
Lynn Ross, from the church, came to the podium and stated concern for the last condition.  She 
stated that they did not have the manpower to monitor every event.  Clm. Barbose explained 
that it only required monitoring initially and intermittently. 
 
Mayor Sanders invited additional comments from the public and there were none.  Being put to 
a vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
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8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 8A: Overview of Statewide Pension Reform Legislation, AB 340, requested by 

Councilmember Gallian.   
 
Nancy Hall Bennett of the League of California Cities provided an overview of AB 340, the 
pension reform bill and responded to questions from the City Council.  Mayor Sanders stated 
that, in her view, the biggest change would be that new hires would have a different retirement 
date for benefits. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received. 
 
Item 8B: Discussion, consideration and possible adoption of a resolution 

expressing support for the California Right to Know Genetically Engineered 
Food Act of 2012, Proposition 37, which requires labeling of genetically 
engineered food, requested by Mayor Pro Tem Brown.   

 
City Manager Kelly reported that Clm. Brown had requested Council consideration for support of  
Proposition 37 on the November 2012 Statewide ballot.  She explained that, if passed, the 
measure would require genetically engineered foods sold in California to be labeled as being 
genetically engineered. 
 
Mayor Sanders invited comments from the public.  Yannick Phillips, Herb Golenpaul, and Greg 
Montgomery spoke in favor of the proposition and Council’s support of it. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Rouse, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to adopt a resolution in support of the 
proposition.  Mayor Sanders stated she would not support the motion because she did not feel 
Council should take a position on issues outside of its jurisdiction and she did not agree with the 
labeling requirement.  The motion carried four to one, Mayor Sanders dissented.  (Res. 41-
2012) 
  

9. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 
There were no agenda items. 
 

10. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 

 
Item 10A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported on the Ag and Open Space District Meeting and that the Sonoma Garden 
Park had received a grant. 
 
Clm. Barbose reported an interesting discussion regarding what to do with the Maysonnave 
Cottage at the Facilities Committee meeting. 
 
Mayor Sanders reported that the Economic Development Steering Committee reviewed a new 
brochure explaining the formula business ordinance and discussed a hardship situation relating 
to water connection fees where a property use was changing. 
 
Item 10B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
Clm. Rouse stated that Mayor Sanders did a great job at the Tops in Sonoma forum. 
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – There were none 

 

12. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING CLOSED SESSION – There were none 

 
Mayor Sanders stated the meeting would be dedicated to Ron Gruetter and Bob Edward’s dog 
Zachary. 
 
At 7:55 p.m. the Council convened in Closed Session with all members present.  City Manager 
Kelly was also present. 
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13. CLOSED SESSION  

 
Item 13A: PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION, pursuant to Government 

Code §54957.  Title: City Manager.   
 

14. RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION & REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 

 
At 8:15 p.m., the meeting reconvened in open session and Mayor Sanders stated that no 
reportable action had been taken while in Closed Session. 
 

15. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m.  
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 15th day of October 2012.  
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
 


