
 

 

  

   COMMUNITY SERVICES & ENVIRONMENT COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

City Hall   

# 1 The Plaza 

Sonoma, CA 

 

March 13, 2013 

Minutes 

 

Commissioners Present:   Comms. Blattner, Blum, Clary, Latorre, Petlock, Wilbanks   

Commissioners Absent:  Comms. Kelley, Lanusse, Thomas, Whitmore 

Also Present:     Management Analyst Rogers        

 

Chair Petlock called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Comments from the public: Darryn Ponicsan said the Leaf Blower Ordinance was not being enforced 
and he would continue to come to CSEC meetings to voice his concerns.   Chair Petlock said the 
Community Health/Recreation subcommittee will meet to discuss leaf blowers and would invite him. 
  

1. Minutes of February 13, 2013 

Comm. Blattner moved to approve the minutes of February 13, 2013, as presented. Comm. Blum 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

2. SVHS Senior Project – Public Service Announcement  

Item was postponed to the April 10, 2013 CSEC meeting. 
  

3. Event Reviews * these applications begin review at 7:00 p.m.  

 
3.1 Cinco de Mayo Sunday, May 5, 2013 

Management Analyst Rogers summarized staff’s report for Sonoma Valley Teen Services (SVTS), 
organized by Robert Reyes, Treasure of SVTS, and will be the event organizer for Cinco de Mayo.  It 
has been several years since the event was held on the Plaza. The Special Event Committee (SEC) 
provided positive feedback and supported the event. No alcohol will be served. A  DJ and local kid 
band will provide entertainment in the Amphitheater geared towards family entertainment.  
 
Comm. Clary asked for more details on their security plan. Reyes said as requested by the Sonoma 
PD, event security will be provided by Sons of the Golden West, wearing “security” vests. Jean 
Hopeman, volunteer with SVTS, said she was very knowledgeable about recycling (having 
volunteered with large events on the Plaza) and would coordinate volunteers for monitoring and 
sorting recycling. Chair Petlock said the budget provided was clear. They will have five for-profit food 
vendors that will donate the 40% to the SVTS.  
  

Comm. Blum moved to approve the event application with the conditions of approval. Comm. Blattner 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
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3.2 Ox Roast Sunday, June 2, 2013 
3.3 Hit the Road Jack, Sunday, June 2, 2013 
 
Staff summarized the application reports for the Ox Roast and Hit the Road Jack that take place on 
the same day. Both are long standing, re-occurring events.  Plaza use fees will be shared for: the 
Deputy and car for the festival on the Plaza, back parking lot, restroom monitors and portable 
bathrooms. The Ox Roast, located in the SE quadrant, will use their typical set-up.   
 
Generations of Sonoma is sponsoring Hit the Road Jack for a second year. They will contract with the 
Sonoma PD for one Sergeant plus one car and one Deputy plus one car for the course during the 
race. Michael Sebastiani, event coordinator said the route remains the same, but they will be 
upgrading the graphics for registration on-line. The registration goal is 1,500 runners. 
 
Comm. Blattner moved to approve the event application with the conditions of approval. Comm. Blum 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
 

4. Discussion: Earth Day Event April 20, 2013 

Representing Transition Sonoma Valley, Howard Cohen outlined the program being planned as a 
community event with the Sonoma Ecology Center. The Ecology Center will have off-sight activities in 
the morning. Earth Day activities will be on Plaza from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The initial list of 
participating local businesses and organizations include:  food demonstrations; slow food; health and 
wellness (including yoga); a variety of music in the amphitheater; solar energy; agriculture and other 
community groups coming together.  Food preparations will be demonstrated; sampling available with 
donations. Speaker forums will be held in the Rose Garden.  Flyer states: “We are inviting local 
partners who wish to honor the Earth, share their work and ideas, to join with us in creating a resilient, 
self-reliant community and work toward restoring this planet to a healthy balanced state.” Promoting 
the event will include announcements on KSVY, the Sun, a press release to the Index Tribune and 
email lists. Staff said the SEC would review the Plaza layout and plans.  
 
Comm. Latorre moved to approve the event application plans that will be presented to the SEC; 
Comm. Blum seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
 

5. Reports: Subcommittees and Existing Ideas/Initiatives   

 
Transportation: (Walking, Bicycling, Transit, and other vehicle use): Commissioners: 
Clary, Latorre, Thomas. Subcommittee did not meet.  
 
Natural Resources and Sustainability: (Grey Water Systems, Solar Programs, GHG Reduction, 
Resource Protection, Water Quality, Conservation, Recycling, Sustainability Day, and Open Space 
District). Commissioners: Clary, Kelley, Petlock, Thomas.   

 
Comm. Clary reported on two proposed field trips; dates will be determined and emailed to 
commissioners.  

1) Landfill and Composting, 550 Mecham Rd, Petaluma. 
2) Recycler, Todd Road, Santa Rosa, Wed – Friday. 

 
The subcommittee will continue to look for new dog park locations. Maxwell Park has offered space for 
a cargo container to hold pet supplies during a disaster. The County will continue to work on this 
project.   
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Community Health, Recreation and Open Space: (Personal Health, Parks and Recreation). 
Commissioners: Clary, Lanusse, Latorre. Subcommittee did not meet.  
  

The Tree Committee Meeting: (Participates on Tree Committee as voting member and review tree 
removal requests; and Tree City USA Certification). 
Commissioners: Blattner, Lanusse, Whitmore. The Tree Committee met; three trees were approved 
for removal. The discussion continued with need for oversight on subdivision landscape plans so 
appropriate trees are planted that don’t have to be removed in the future. It is costly for City to remove 
trees once they begin to damage sidewalks. Other cities are implementing new planting practices to 
avoid sidewalk damage from trees.  
 

Farmers’ Market and Special Event Concerns: (Participants attend VOMCFM Board meetings and 
review any Plaza event concerns). Commissioners: Blattner, Petlock, Whitmore, Wilbanks. Comm. 
Blum reported on topics discussed at the SVCFM Board meeting he attended. 
   

6.  CSEC Event Monitors 

Commissioners signed up to attend events. Check lists are provided as feedback to staff for the post 

event reviews and to note any hazards (e.g. electric cords not being covered). Any major infractions 

should be reported to the Parks Supervisor or PD Dispatch (phone numbers provided on the check 

list). Photographs are good ways to document infractions (e.g. bathrooms kept clean, event set-up as 

permitted on the approved application). Chair Petlock said commissioners should introduce 

themselves (CSEC) the event organizer. 

 

 Event: 

 
Date:   CSEC Monitor: 

International Film Society  April10-14/2013  Comms. Kelley, Blum and  
Latorre will go on (Sat 4.13.13 at 5pm) 

Earth Day April 20, 2013 
Comms. Thomas, Kelley 

Cinco De Mayo May 5, 2013 
 Comms. Blattner, Comm Blum 

Gran Fondo  May 12, 2013 
 Comms. Clary, Comm. Blum, Wilbanks 

Hit Road Jack  June 2, 2013 
Comms. Petlock, Comm. Blattner, Wilbanks 

Ox Roast June 2, 2013 
 Comms.  Petlock, Comm. Blum 

VOM Art Association (SW Area) June 2, 2013  Same as Ox Roast/Hit Road Jack:  
 Comms. Petlock, Blattner, Blum 

 
Chair Petlock adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. The next regular meeting scheduled meeting is 
Wednesday, April 10, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

____________________________ 

Debra Rogers, Management Analyst  


