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5:00 P.M. – SPECIAL MEETING – JOINT STUDY SESSION WITH PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
Item SS1: Joint Meeting of the City Council and the Planning Commission 
 
Councilmembers Present:  Mayor Brown and Councilmembers Barbose, Cook, Gallian and 
Rouse. 
 
Planning Commissioners Present:  Commissioners Edwards, Felder, Heneveld, Howarth, 
Willers.  Absent:  Roberson and Tippell. 
 
Also Present:  City Manager Giovanatto, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager Johann, 
Planning Director Goodison. 
 
Discussion took place regarding the current project of updating the parking standards, the need 
for development of zoning definitions and regulations for wine tasting facilities.  Also discussed 
was the update of the Housing Element and Circulation Element.   
 

6:00 P.M. – REGULAR MEETING 

 
Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Sonoma County Outstanding Volunteer 
Barry Comerford led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Brown and Councilmembers Barbose, Gallian, Cook and Rouse  
ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager Johann, 
Assistant City Attorney Nebb, and Public Works Director Takasugi. 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Gina Cuclis stressed the need for the City Council to take a stand against the closure of 
Sonoma Developmental Center.  Joanne Hurley and Beth Hadley echoed Ms. Cuclis’ 
comments.  Mayor Brown stated he would assist their cause in any way he could. 
 
 

2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 
Clm. Barbose requested reconsideration of the action taken at the June 3 meeting related to the 
process to be used to fill the vacant Planning Commission position to be placed on the next 
agenda. 
 
Clm. Gallian stated that the Hula Mai and Bear Flag celebrations had been fabulous. 
 
Mayor Brown dedicated the meeting in the memory of Dirk Lely.   
 
 
 

SPECIAL & REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 
& 

CONCURRENT REGULAR MEETING OF SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Monday, June 17, 2013 
5:00 p.m. Study Session (Special Meeting) 

Emergency Operations Center, 175 First Street West 

 
6:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West 

**** 

MINUTES 

City Council 
Ken Brown, Mayor 

Tom Rouse, Mayor Pro Tem 
Steve Barbose 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian 

 

 



June 14, 2013, Page 2 of 5 

3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 
City Manager Giovanatto announced the following:  Construction would begin this week on the 
Montini Trail.  The Community Center would celebrate the grand reopening of Andrews Hall 
June 18.  The City had been awarded a Prop 1E Watershed Grant. 
 

4. PRESENTATIONS  

 
Item 4A: Introduction of Visiting Delegation From Sister City Greve in Chianti, Italy 
 
Bill Boerum, Sonoma Sister City Association, stated that Mayor Alberto Bencista had been the 
Mayor of Greve when the cities formed a relationship and he was once again the Mayor of 
Greve thirty years later.  Mayor Bencista spoke, through his translator Alessanda Molletti, about 
the benefits of having a “twin” city and how much he was enjoying his visit to Sonoma. 
 
Item 4B: Certificate of Recognition – Barry Comerford, Sonoma County Outstanding 

Volunteer Award Recipient 
 
Mayor Brown presented Barry Comerford a certificate of recognition.  Police Chief Sackett 
explained that Mr. Comerford was a very dedicated volunteer and did a lot for the community. 
 
Item 4C: Vintage House 30th Anniversary Proclamation 
 
Mayor Brown presented the proclamation recognizing the 30th anniversary of Vintage House to 
President Marcie Waldron and Executive Director Cynthia Scarborough.   
 
Item 4D: “Roots Run Deep” Ad Campaign presented by Sonoma Valley Vintners and 

Growers Alliance 
 
Maureen Cottingham, Executive Director of Sonoma Valley Vintners and Growers Alliance, 
introduced the Council to their new ad campaign.  She stated their goal was to create a platform 
for sharing the Sonoma Valley story in a way that was memorable and engaging to target 
customers. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.  
Item 5B: Approval of the Minutes of the June 3, 2013 Meeting. (Removed from 

Consent, see below) 
Item 5C: Approval of application to renew “Bicycle-Friendly Community” Status. 
Item 5D: Authorization for the Sonoma Ecology Center to submit an EPA San 

Francisco Bay Area Water Quality Improvement Fund proposal, on behalf 
of the City of Sonoma, to implement three TMLDs in the Sonoma Creek 
Watershed.  Authorized Sonoma Ecology Center, on behalf of the City of 
Sonoma, to apply for $60,000 in EPA funding. 

Item 5E: Application for Temporary Use of City Streets for the 2013 Valley of the 
Moon Vintage Festival Parade, Blessing of the Grapes, Water Fight and 
Foot Race (September 28 and 29, 2013).  Approved the request subject to 
standard requirements. 

 
Clm. Barbose removed Item 5B to be carried over to the next meeting.  The public comment 
period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. Rouse, seconded by 
Clm. Gallian, to approve the items remaining on the Consent Calendar.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 6A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of the June 3, 2013 City Council / 

Successor Agency Meeting pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto stated the minutes were carried over to the next meeting. 
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7. PUBLIC HEARING -  None Scheduled 

 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 8A: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to adopt a resolution and 

introduce an ordinance authorizing Sonoma Clean Power (SCP)  to 
implement and carry out a community choice aggregation program within 
the City of Sonoma.   

 
Clm. Gallian stated that because her husband worked for PG&E she had a conflict of interest 
and would recuse from this topic.  She stepped down from the dais and left the room. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported this was a continuation of the June 3 discussion with Council 
being asked to make a decision on whether or not to join Sonoma Clean Power.  She stated 
that she had learned that the deadline to join had been extended to July 9. 
 
Mayor Brown invited comments from the public.  The following spoke in favor of joining: Melinda 
Kelly, Transition Sonoma Valley; Geof Syphers, SCP consultant; Janet Conners, First 
Community Bank; Woody Hastings and Ann Hancock, Climate Protection Campaign; Steve 
Shupe and Grant Davis, Sonoma County; Seth Dolensky; Gina Cuclis; Jack Wagner; Caitlin 
Cornwall, Sonoma Ecology Center; Charlie Cronman; and Howard Coen, Sonoma Valley 
Transition. 
 
Gary Germano questioned the methodology for calculating the percentage of clean power used 
by PG&E. 
 
Clm. Cook inquired what it would cost consumers to opt out. Geof Syphers responded the fee 
would be $5 for residential customers and $25 for commercial. 
 
Clm. Rouse stated there was no risk to constituents and no cost to the City and that he 
supported moving forward.  
 
Mayor Brown inquired if Sonoma County Conservation Action (SCCA) had signed on.  Grant 
Davis stated they had not yet and had expressed concern regarding the lack of ratepayer 
protections.  Ann Hancock stated that SCCA supported the project in concept and had concerns 
regarding the Joint Powers Agreement. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated there was no down side and he wholeheartedly was behind it. 
 
Clm. Cook stated he would not be supporting this.  He objected to the automatic opt in of 
customers and stated that having a government agency competing with private enterprise 
concerned him.   
 
It was moved by Clm. Rouse, seconded by Clm. Barbose, to adopt the resolution requesting 
Sonoma Clean Power Authority act as the Community Choice Aggregator on behalf of the City 
and Implement the Sonoma Clean Power Community Choice Aggregation Program within the 
City of Sonoma and to introduce the ordinance entitled An Ordinance of the City Council of the 
City of Sonoma Authorizing the Implementation of a Community Choice Aggregation Program. 
 
Mayor Brown stated he had been a staunch supporter of all environmental programs during his 
fifteen years on the Council and that he routinely received an “A” grade from SCCA.  He stated 
that before moving ahead he wanted to see what the independent consultants hired by the City 
of Santa Rosa and the representatives of SCCA had to say. 
 
The motion failed to pass with the following vote:  AYES:  Rouse, Barbose.  NOES: Cook.  
ABSTAIN: Brown.  ABSENT: Gallian. 
 
RECESS:  The meeting recessed from 8:05 to 8:15 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Barbose inquired of the City Attorney whether the ordinance authorizing the 
implementation of a community choice aggregation program could be introduced at this meeting 
and then not later adopted.  The City Attorney explained that if the ordinance were introduced 
this evening it would not take effect unless and until adopted at a subsequent meeting. In 
response to questions, the City Attorney noted that the adoption of the ordinance must be at 
least five days after the introduction but that it could be a longer period of time and the adoption 
of the ordinance could be brought back after the additional information requested by Mayor 
Brown was available, even if that was later than the next City Council meeting.  
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 Item 8A: Sonoma Clean Power, Continued 
 
Councilmember Barbose then asked if either of the two members who did not support the 
motion would move to reconsider the item, noting that he could not do so since he did not vote 
on the prevailing side.  Mayor Brown responded in the affirmative, with Councilmembers 
Barbose and Rouse supporting the reconsideration.   
 
It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Rouse, to adopt the resolution requesting 
Sonoma Clean Power Authority act as the Community Choice Aggregator on behalf of the City 
and Implement the Sonoma Clean Power Community Choice Aggregation Program within the 
City of Sonoma and to introduce the ordinance entitled An Ordinance of the City Council of the 
City of Sonoma Authorizing the Implementation of a Community Choice Aggregation Program. 
with the understanding that the ordinance may not be later adopted.  The motion carried with 
the following vote:  AYES:  Barbose, Brown, Rouse. NOES: Cook. ABSENT: Gallian. 
 
Item 8B: Discussion, consideration and possible action on directing staff regarding 

a Water Supply Strategy and an update to the Water Rate Structure and 
Rate Model.   

 
Public Works Director/City Engineer Takasugi presented a comprehensive report that included 
the history and description of the water operation facilities.  Consulting Engineer Cargay 
presented information regarding groundwater management and Consulting Engineer 
Winkelman described the current Capital Improvement projects.  Director Takasugi stated that 
staff was seeking Council direction on whether to pursue 1) a minimal strategy which would 
focus on maintaining current system operations; or 2) a proactive strategy which would include 
all current and planned Capital Improvement projects, collaboration with Sonoma County Water 
Agency (SCWA) and Valley of the Moon Water District (VOMWD) for conjunctive use projects, 
and a rate adjustment to incorporate enhanced reliability, resiliency, adaptivity, and stability. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated he would like to see projected cost estimates for each of the two strategies 
and would want to know the impact of some of the larger projects on the consumer rates.  City 
Manager Giovanatto stated that staff would be providing the information as it became available 
and would not move forward with any projects without Council authorization. 
 
Clm. Rouse inquired if there could be any efficiencies achieved by joining forces with VOMWD.  
Director Takasugi stated he was in contact with the new General Manager at VOMWD and 
would pursue opportunities which made sense. 
 
Mayor Brown invited comments from the public.  Ann Hancock stated the “Pay as you Save” 
was a good program.  City Manager Giovanatto stated the City was looking into it. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Rouse, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to pursue a proactive water supply 
strategy and to direct staff to come back with some concrete details and cost estimates.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item 8C: Discussion, consideration and possible action authorizing a letter urging 

President Obama to deny permits for the Keystone XL Pipeline project.   
 
City Manager Giovanatto stated that Mayor Brown had placed this item on the agenda.  Mayor 
Brown invited comments from the public.  Ruth Lombard, Howard Coen, Truman Hunter and 
Ann Hancock spoke in favor of sending the letter. 
 
Clm. Rouse stated he would not support the letter because the scope of the matter was beyond 
the local and regional issues that Council should be focusing on.  Clm. Cook agreed. 
 
Clm. Gallian stated that as one who had participating in climate protection she was in 
agreement with sending the letter. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated that the issue of what issues the Council should take up and vote on 
continued to be discussed.  He stated that the City needed to send a loud and clear message 
that it did not want to sacrifice health and environment as a result of the project. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Barbose to support sending the letter.  Mayor 
Brown stated it was in the best interests of Sonoma.  The motion carried three to two, 
Councilmembers Cook and Rouse dissented. 
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9. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 
There were no items to discuss. 
 

10. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 

 
Item 10A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities. 
 
Clm. Barbose reported on North Bay Watershed Association meeting. 
 
Clm. Cook reported on the Legislative Committee and Mayors and Councilmembers Association 
meetings. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported on Sonoma County Transportation Authority and Mayors and 
Councilmembers Association meetings.  She stated she had been reappointed by the Mayor 
and Councilmembers Association to the Ag and Open Space Advisory committee. 
 
Clm. Rouse reported on the Economic Development Steering Committee meeting. 
 
Item 10B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
Clm. Gallian said she was looking forward to the July 4 parade.  Mayor Brown indicated that 
Council would ride in the old fire truck in the parade. 
 
Clm. Cook announced the next weekend would be NASCAR at Sonoma Raceway. 
 
Mayor Brown announced a fun family event at Sonoma Garden Park. 
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
There were no comments from the public. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:26 p.m. in the memory of Dirk Lely. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 1st day of July 2013. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann, MMC 
City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 
 


