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OPENING 

 
Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Lisa Leeb led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Brown and Councilmembers Barbose, Gallian, Cook and Rouse  
ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager Johann, 
City Attorney Walter, Public Works Director Takasugi, Police Chief Sackett, Fire Chief Garcia, 
Planning Director Goodison, and Community Services Director Wirick. 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Darryl Ponsican commented that the Council had an opportunity to protect the environment by 
banning leaf blowers. 
 

2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 
Clm. Barbose dedicated the meeting in the memory of Stephen Cederborg. 
 
Clm. Gallian expressed sadness at the loss of nineteen members of the Granite Mountain 
Hotshots, an elite firefighting squad from Prescott, Arizona, who were overrun by flames on the 
afternoon of June 30, 2013 as they battled a lightning-sparked blaze with hand tools outside the 
tiny town of Yarnell Arizona. 
 
Mayor Brown dedicated the meeting in the memory of John Francis Kevin Cassidy.   
 

3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 
City Manager Giovanatto announced that the County granted a one-year extension of the 
Veterans Building lease with the number of subsidized days being reduced from twenty to ten.  
She stated the one year extension would provide time to hammer out a longer term agreement.  
She and Mayor Brown participated in the interviews candidates for the Interim General Manager 
for Sonoma Clean Power. 
 

4. PRESENTATIONS  

 
Item 4A: Report on the Sonoma County Homeless Count 
 
Lisa Leeb reported that Sonoma County worked in conjunction with Applied Survey Research to 
conduct the most recent homeless count.  She stated that the number of homeless families with 
children in Sonoma County had declined by 20 percent from 2011 to 2013, according to 
preliminary results from the latest county-wide homeless count.  Conducted every two years, the 
count also found that the overall homeless population declined by 6 percent from 4,539 to 
4,280. 
 
Ms. Leeb thanked the City Council for their ongoing support of Sonoma Overnight Support and 
The Haven Shelter. 
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5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.  
Item 5B: Approval of the Minutes of the June 3 and June 17, 2013 Meetings. 
Item 5C: Approval and Ratification of the Reappointment of Bill Willers as the 

Planning Commission Alternate for a Four-Year Term. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Rouse, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to approve the agenda order and 
consent calendar as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 6A: Approval of the Portions of the Minutes of the June 3 and June 17, 2013 

City Council / Successor Agency Meetings Pertaining to the Successor 
Agency. 

 
It was moved by Clm. Rouse, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to approve the agenda order and 
consent calendar as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

7. PUBLIC HEARING – None Scheduled 

 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 8A: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding Fiscal Year 

2013-14 Budgetary Allocations for Community and Recreational Service 
Providers     (Tier 1 Non-Profits). 

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that funding requests were submitted by the four Tier 1 Non-
Profit organizations.  As a placeholder, the draft budget was prepared as status quo with the 
same allocations as the 2012-13 City Council approved Grant amounts [$123,200].  Giovanatto 
stated that the Sonoma Ecology Center (SEC) had submitted an additional request for funding 
and staff recommended that Council delay action on the request until staff had a chance to 
conduct a detailed analysis of it. 
 
Mayor Brown invited comments from the public. 
 
Richard Dale, SEC, presented a request for $22,000 and described the programs and services 
that would be provided.  He agreed with staff’s recommendation that consideration of their 
second funding request be postponed.   
 
Mayor Brown announced that he had met with representatives of Sonoma Valley Museum of Art 
who stated they would like to be added to the group of Tier 1 nonprofits.  City Manager 
Giovanatto acknowledged that one of Council’s 2013 goals was to review the Tier 1 funding 
policy. 
 
Dave Pier, Boys and Girls Club - Valley of the Moon, presented a request for $58,000 and 
described their ongoing programs. 
 
Toni Castrone, Sonoma Community Center, presented a request for $26,400 and described 
their ongoing programs.   
 
Cynthia Scarborough, Vintage House Senior Center, presented a request for $30,000 and 
described their ongoing programs. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated his support for granting the Tier 1 non-profits the full amount requested.  
Clm. Rouse stated he would support granting a 5% increase over last year in keeping with the 
amount of increases across the board. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Barbose, to approve Tier 1 funding as 
requested totaling $136,400.  The motion carried four to one, Clm. Rouse dissented. 
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Item 8B: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding the Adoption of 
the FY 2013-14 Operating and Capital Budget for the City of Sonoma. 

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the City Council had conducted a workshop on June 24, 
2013 at which time they delved into all aspects of the budget and had the opportunity to ask 
questions of staff.  She stated that the proposed $14,117,816 budget was balanced without the 
use of any reserves.  She provided an overview of the sources of revenue and a breakdown of 
the expense funds.  Giovanatto stated that core public services consisting of Administration, 
Community Development, Public Works and Public Safety, were the main element of the City’s 
Operating Budget.  The City continued increased fiscal stability in the General Fund, based in 
major part on wise decisions by current and past City Councils and staff to maintain expenditure 
controls coupled with a solid and growing tax base of three dominant revenue sources – 
transient occupancy tax, property tax and sales tax.  Even with the growing tax base, the City’s 
Budget required revenue augmentation to assist with the recovery of the loss of Redevelopment 
Funding.  Fortunately, a majority of the voters voted in favor of Measure J, a new 1/2% City 
sales tax for a period of five years. Beginning in October 2012, the City’s sales tax rate went 
from 8% to 8.5%.  As a “general” tax all of Measure J revenue is dedicated to local services in 
the City of Sonoma.  This fiscal stability has provided continued security in terms of keeping City 
services intact and expanding where appropriate, to meet the needs of our residents.  In the 
preparation of the expenditure budgets, priority was placed on ensuring that the City provides 
the highest level of customer service possible.  Giovanatto reported that the proposed budget 
did not address the potential cost of a Special Election ($27,000-$33,000) or a request by 
Cittaslow for a $1,100 increase in funding for their annual dues. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto acknowledged the effort and cooperation of all the Department Heads 
in preparing the budget.  She acknowledged the efforts of City Clerk/Assistant to the City 
Manager Johann in putting the actual budget document together. 
 
The public comment period opened and closed with none received. 
 
Clm. Rouse stated that the $1.15 million increase in the budget over last year was in large part 
due to passage of Measure J (1/2 cent sales tax).  He pointed out that the major portion of the 
increase would be dedicated to street and road improvements.  Clm. Rouse requested staff to 
look at cost recovery possibilities in the Building Department and report back to Council.   
 
Clm. Cook thanked City Manager Giovanatto and staff for their efforts in putting together the 
budget.  He pointed out that Measure J had a sunset clause that all should keep in mind. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to adopt the resolution entitled A 
Resolution of the City of Sonoma and the Successor Agency of the Former Sonoma Community 
Development Agency Adopting the Operating and Capital Budget for Fiscal Year 2013-14 and 
to include the additional funding for the Tier 1 non-profits.  (Res. No. 24-2013) 
 
Clm. Gallian stated her support for granting the additional funds for Cittaslow.  Clm. Rouse 
stated he did not agree and suggested the City pull the $1,800 that was budgeted.  Mayor 
Brown agreed with Rouse.  Clm. Barbose and Clm. Cook agreed to fund the original amount of 
$1,800.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item 8C: Continuing Appropriations Resolution (tentative, if budget is not adopted) 
 
This item was not considered due to the adoption of the budget in 8B above. 
 
Item 8D: Discussion, Consideration, and Possible First Reading of an Ordinance to 

Amend Chapter 10.48 of the Sonoma Municipal Code Relating to the 
Regulation of Parking on City Streets. 

 
Chief Sackett reported that on May 20, 2013, the City Council amended Chapter 10.48 of the 
Sonoma Municipal Code to authorize parking regulations to be established by resolution rather 
than ordinance since it would be easier and more convenient for the City Council to make future 
changes to the City’s parking regulations by resolution rather than ordinance. The 
corresponding resolution changed the two (2) hour parking limit to a three (3) hour parking limit.  
Chief Sackett stated that upon further review, staff felt that further clarifying language should be 
included in section 10.48.190.  In addition, language was added to include offstreet parking 
facilities so the Council would have ability to regulate parking in offstreet parking lots by 
resolution rather than ordinance. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received. 
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Item 8D: Regulation of Parking on City Streets, Continued 
 
It was moved by Clm. Cook, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to introduce the ordinance entitled An 
Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Sonoma Amending Section 10.48.190 of the 
Sonoma Municipal Code to Prohibit Parking in Violation of Regulations Established by 
Resolution of the City Council.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

9. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 
Item 9A: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding the Adoption of 

the FY 2013-14 Operating and Capital Budget for the City of Sonoma as 
Successor Agency. 

 
City Manager Giovanatto stated that the Successor Agency was included in the budget adopted 
in 8B above but needed to be adopted by a separate resolution. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Rouse, seconded by Clm. Cook, to adopt the resolution entitled A Resolution of the City of 
Sonoma and the Successor Agency of the Former Sonoma Community Development Agency 
Adopting the Operating and Capital Budget for Fiscal Year 2013-14 and to include the additional 
funding for the Tier 1 non-profits.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

10. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 

 
Item 10A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities. 
 
Clm. Rouse reported on the Economic Development Steering Committee meeting. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported a two-hour hike at Laguna de Sonoma sponsored by the Ag and Open 
Space district. 
 
Item 10B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
Clm. Cook thanked Congressman Mike Thompson for meeting with him and he encouraged 
everyone to write their congressmen. 
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC - None 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m.  in the memory of John Francis Kevin Cassidy and 
Stephen Cederborg.  

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 19th day of August 2013. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann, MMC 
City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 
 


