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Be Courteous - TURN OFF your cell phones and pagers while the meeting is in session. 
 

5:30 P.M. – SPECIAL MEETING - CLOSED SESSION AGENDA 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 The Mayor will open the meeting and take public testimony on closed session items only.  The 

Council will then recess into closed session. 
 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION, pursuant to Government Code 
§54957.  Title: City Manager. 

 

6:00 P.M. – REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
 
RECONVENE, CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL  (Barbose, Rouse, Gallian, Cook, Brown) 
REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 
 
1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  It is recommended 
that you keep your comments to three minutes or less.  Under State Law, matters presented under this item 
cannot be discussed or acted upon by the City Council at this time.  For items appearing on the agenda, the 
public will be invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Council consideration.  Upon being 
acknowledged by the Mayor, please step to the podium and speak into the microphone.  Begin by stating and 
spelling your name. 
 
2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 
3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 
 
4. PRESENTATIONS  
 
Item 4A: Proclamation Honoring the Sonoma Valley Volunteer Firefighters’ Association in 

Recognition of Over Thirty Years of Presenting the Annual 4th of July Fireworks 
Display 

SPECIAL & REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 
& 

CONCURRENT REGULAR MEETING OF SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West 
Monday, July 15, 2013 

5:30 p.m. Closed Session (Special Meeting) 
6:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

**** 
AGENDA 

City Council 
Ken Brown, Mayor 

Tom Rouse, Mayor Pro Tem 
Steve Barbose 

David Cook 
Laurie Gallian 
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4. PRESENTATIONS, Continued  
 
Item 4B: Recognition of the Service of Deputy Robert “Rocky” Seffens 
 
Item 4C: Health Action Steering Committee Presentation 
 
5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 
All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council, staff, or public request 
specific items to be removed for separate action.  At this time Council may decide to change the order of the 
agenda. 
 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of Ordinances 

by Title Only.  (Standard procedural action - no backup information provided) 
 
Item 5B: Adoption of Plans and Specifications and Award of Contract to Columbia 

Electric, Inc., lowest responsible bidder, for the Traffic Signal Modifications for 
Napa Road-Leveroni Road/Broadway (SR12) Project No. 0922, Federal Project 
No. HSIPL 5114(015) in the amount of $125,202.65. 

  Staff Recommendation:  a) Adopt the Plans and Specifications for the Traffic Signal 
Modifications for Napa Road-Leveroni Road/Broadway (SR12) Project, b) Approve a 
$13,000 project budget adjustment from the General Fund Reserve, and c) Accept the 
bids and award the contract to Columbia Electric, Inc, the lowest responsible bidder, 
for $125,202.65. 

 
Item 5C: Second Reading and adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 10.48 of the 

Sonoma Municipal Code relating to the regulation of parking on City streets. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the ordinance. 
 
Item 5D: Adoption of a resolution establishing a schedule of parking fines and penalties. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution. 
 
Item 5E: Approve the granting of a “Free Day” at the Sonoma Valley War Memorial 

Veterans Building to the Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club, Soroptimist 
International of Sonoma Valley, Native Sons and Sonoma/Petaluma State 
Historic Parks Association. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the requests subject to applicant’s compliance with 
the City’s standard insurance requirements. 

 
Item 5F: Adoption of a resolution of the City Council of the City of Sonoma and the City 

Council as Successor Agency establishing the regular meetings of the City 
Council for the 2013 calendar year. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution. 
 
Item 5G: Consideration of a Resolution Supporting Participation in the Water Bond 

Coalition. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution. 
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5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL, Continued 
 
Item 5H: Approval of Plans and Specifications, Accept all Bids and Award the Bid for the 

Depot Park Parking Area and ADA Improvement Project #1301 to Serres 
Corporation of Sonoma. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the plans and specifications, accept all bids and 
award the bid for the Depot Park Parking Area and ADA Improvement Project #1301 to 
Serres Corporation of Sonoma.  Subject to receiving formal approval of the 2013 TDA 
Article 3 grant, authorize the City Manager to execute a construction agreement with 
Serres Corporation in the amount of $130,946.43. 

 
Item 5I: Consideration and Possible Action to Authorize Submittal of a Grant Application 

for the PG&E Economic Vitality Grant Program and Authorize Said Grant, if 
Approved, to be Performed through the Chamber of Commerce and the Sonoma 
Valley Economic Development Partnership. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve sponsorship of the application for an Economic 
Development Grant through P G & E and authorize the City Manager to execute any 
and all related agreements and or documents should said grant be awarded. 

 
6. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council, staff, or public request 
specific items to be removed for separate action.  At this time Council may decide to change the order of the 
agenda. 
 
Item 6A: Adoption of a resolution of the City Council of the City of Sonoma and the City 

Council as Successor Agency establishing the regular meetings of the City 
Council for the 2013 calendar year. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the Resolution. 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING – None Scheduled 
 
8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 
(Matters requiring discussion and/or action by the Council) 
Item 8A: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to conduct the second reading 

and adoption of Ordinance No. 03-2013 authorizing Sonoma Clean Power (SCP) 
to implement and carry out a Community Choice Aggregation Program within the 
City of Sonoma.  (City Manager) 

  Staff Recommendation: Council discretion. 
 
Item 8B: Consideration and Possible Action to Appoint Representative to the Sonoma 

Clean Power Agency [SCPA]  Board. (City Manager) 
  Staff Recommendation:  Council discretion. 
 
Item 8C: Consideration of a Resolution Supporting the 20-Gallon Water Conservation 

Challenge. (Public Works Director/City Engineer) 
  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution. 
 
Item 8D: Adoption of a Resolution Receiving and Accepting the Verification of Petition 

Signatures Prepared by the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters for the Hotel 
Limitation Measure.  (City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager) 

  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution. 
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8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL, Continued 
 
Item 8E: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action on the Hotel Limitation Measure 

including: 
A. Consider, discuss and possibly adopt an Ordinance amending the Sonoma 

General Plan and Development Code. 
B. Consider, discuss and possibly accept the petition and call for a Special 

Election. 
C. Consider, discuss and possibly direct that an Impact Report be prepared 

(City Manager) 
Staff Recommendation:  Council direction. 

 
9. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
(Matters requiring discussion and/or action by the Council) 
 
10. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 
 
Item 10A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities. 
 
Item 10B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
I do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board on 
July 11, 2013.  GAY JOHANN, CITY CLERK 
 
Copies of all staff reports and documents subject to disclosure that relate to any item of 
business referred to on the agenda are normally available for public inspection the Wednesday 
before each regularly scheduled meeting at City Hall, located at No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA.  
Any documents subject to disclosure that are provided to all, or a majority of all, of the 
members of the City Council regarding any item on this agenda after the agenda has been 
distributed will be made available for inspection at the City Clerk’s office, No. 1 The Plaza, 
Sonoma CA during regular business hours. 
 
If you challenge the action of the City Council in court, you may be limited to raising only 
those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described on the agenda, or in 
written correspondence delivered to the City Clerk, at or prior to the public hearing. 
 
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk (707) 933-2216. Notification 48-hours 
before the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 
accessibility to this meeting.  



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4A 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Proclamation Honoring the Sonoma Valley Volunteer Firefighters’ Association in Recognition of Over 
Thirty Years of Presenting the Annual 4th of July Fireworks Display. 

Summary 
Mayor Brown will present a proclamation to representatives of the Volunteer Firefighters’ Association 
in recognition of their faithful presentation of the annual 4th of July fireworks display. 

Recommended Council Action 
Mayor Brown to present the Proclamation. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Proclamation 
cc: 

 
 





 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4B 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Recognition of the Service of Deputy Robert “Rocky” Seffens 
Summary 

Recognition of the service of Deputy Robert “Rocky” Seffens who recently retired after thirty years of 
service with the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department. 
 

Recommended Council Action 
Mayor Brown to present a Certificate of Recognition to Mr. Seffens. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Information about Rocky’s career 
Certificate 

cc: 
 

 







 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4C 
 
07/15/20113 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Health Action Steering Committee Presentation 
Summary 

 
The Health Action Steering Committee will present information about their goals, accomplishments 
and activities. 
 
In keeping with City practice, presenters have been asked to limit the total length of their 
presentation to no more than 10 minutes. 

 
Recommended Council Action 

Receive the presentation. 
Alternative Actions 

N/A 
Financial Impact 

N/A 
Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

 
cc: 

 
 



 

 

 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5B 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Public Works 
Staff Contact  

Dan Takasugi, Public Works Director/City Engineer 
Agenda Item Title 

Adoption of Plans and Specifications and Award of Contract to Columbia Electric, Inc., lowest 
responsible bidder, for the Traffic Signal Modifications for Napa Road-Leveroni Road/Broadway 
(SR12) Project No. 0922, Federal Project No. HSIPL 5114(015) in the amount of $125,202.65. 

Summary 
Proposed work includes the installation of protected left-turn traffic signal phasing in both the east 
and west bound directions of the intersection, as well as the overlay of the existing intersection to 
create a uniform surface for the addition of guidance markings and striping.  Existing signal 
standards will be replaced with new signal standard, foundation, mast arm, vehicle and pedestrian 
signals, pedestrian pushbutton, signal mounted signage and luminaires.  Due to the complexity of 
Federal funding and Caltrans process mandates, specialized construction management and 
inspection services will be procured separately.  Five bids were received and are summarized in 
Table 1 on the following page. In accordance with the guidelines in City Purchasing Policy No. 2.1, 
the City Manager is authorized to approve contract change orders of up to 20 percent of the base 
bid amount.  The low responsive bid was above the engineer’s estimate, and a project budget 
adjustment is requested for an additional $13,000 to maintain a 10% construction contingency and 
fully fund the specialized construction management and inspection services. 
 

    Project plans and the bid set can be viewed at www.blueprintexpress.com/sonomacity 
 

Recommended Council Action 
It is recommended that Council:  a) Adopt the Plans and Specifications for the Traffic Signal 
Modifications for Napa Road-Leveroni Road/Broadway (SR12) Project, b) Approve a $13,000 project 
budget adjustment from the General Fund Reserve, and c) Accept the bids and award the contract 
to Columbia Electric, Inc, the lowest responsible bidder, for $125,202.65. 

Alternative Actions 
None 

Financial Impact 
The Council approved $162,000 for the Project in the FY 2013/14 CIP budget for the project, which 
includes a grant from the Highway Safety Improvement Program of $133,870.  A project budget 
adjustment of $13,000 will bring the FY 2013/14 CIP project budget to $175,000. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachment:  Table 1 Bid Results 
Figure 1 Project Location 

 

http://www.blueprintexpress.com/sonomacity


 

 
 

Table 1 
 
Bid Results 

 Bidder Name Company Location Bid Amount 
1 Columbia Electric, Inc San Leandro $125,202.65 

2 Steiny and Company, Inc Vallejo $143,727.00 

3 G.D. Nielson Construction, Inc Napa $144,113.00 

4 J.A. Gonsalves & Son Napa $156,650.00 

5 Tennyson Electric, Inc Livermore $216,874.00 
 

 

Figure 1 – Project Location  
Traffic Signal Modifications for Napa Road-Leveroni Road/Broadway (SR12) 

Project No. 0922 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5C 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Police 
Staff Contact  

Chief Bret Sackett 
Agenda Item Title 
Second Reading and adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 10.48 of the Sonoma Municipal 
Code relating to the regulation of parking on City streets. 
Summary 
On May 20, 2013, the City Council amended the Chapter 10.48 of the Sonoma Municipal Code to 
authorize parking regulations to be established by resolution rather than ordinance since it would be 
easier and more convenient for the City Council to make future changes to the City’s parking 
regulations by resolution rather than ordinance.    
 
The corresponding resolution changed the two (2) hour parking limit to a three (3) hour parking limit 
with the intent that no person shall park on a city street for a period of time longer than established by 
Council resolution.  
 
Further review, staff feels that further clarifying language should be included in section 10.48.190. The 
proposed language does not impact the Council’s intent to establish three (3) hour parking limits as 
previously enacted.  In addition, language was added to include offstreet parking facilities so the 
Council would have ability to regulate parking in offstreet parking lots by resolution rather than 
ordinance. 
 
Recommended Council Action 

Adopt the ordinance 
Alternative Actions 

Council discretion  
Financial Impact 

None 
Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Ordinance 
cc: 
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CITY OF SONOMA 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 02 - 2013 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA 
AMENDING SECTION 10.48.190 OF THE SONOMA MUNICIPAL CODE TO 

PROHIBIT PARKING IN VIOLATION OF REGULATIONS ESTABLISHED BY 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to California Vehicle Code §22507, the City Council may prohibit or 
restrict the stopping, parking, or standing of vehicles on certain streets or highways or portions 
thereof during all or certain hours of the day by either ordinance or resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to California Vehicle Code §22519, the City Council may prohibit, restrict 
or regulate the stopping, parking, or standing of vehicles on any offstreet parking facility which it 
owns or operates provided appropriate signs have been erected; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has established parking regulations by adoption of resolution and 
desires to continue to do so; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to include in its Municipal Code an ordinance that 
designates when persons are in violation of parking regulations established by resolution and 
are therefore acting unlawfully under the Municipal Code.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA DOES ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  §10.48.190 is hereby amended to read as follows:   
 
10.48.190  Parking in violation of regulations established by resolution.  
 
The City Council may, by resolution, regulate parking upon any street or highway of the City, or 
any offstreet parking facility which the City owns or operates,  including the determination and 
designation of parking time limits, and is authorized and directed, in the event of the adoption of 
any such resolution pursuant hereto, to place, paint and maintain or cause to be placed, painted 
or maintained the necessary signs, markers or painted curbs that may be required by the 
provisions of the Vehicle Code of the state.  
 
It is unlawful for any person to stop, stand, or park any vehicle upon any street or highway of the 
City, or any offstreet parking facility which the City own or operates, in violation of any 
regulation, including the designation of parking time limits, that has been established by 
resolution of the City Council, and posted, painted or marked in accordance with this section. 
 
Section 2.  Effective Date. 
 
This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days from and after the date of its passage. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Sonoma this 15th day 
of July 2013. 
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       _______________________________ 
       Ken Brown, Mayor 
 
       ATTEST: 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Gay Johann, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
State of California   ) 
County of Sonoma  ) 
City of Sonoma       ) 
 
I, Gay Johann, City Clerk of the City of Sonoma, do hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance 
was adopted on the 15th day of July 2013 by the following vote:  
 
 AYES:   
 NOES:   
 ABSENT:   
 
 
       ______________________________ 
        Gay Johann, City Clerk 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5D 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Adoption of a resolution establishing a schedule of parking fines and penalties. 
Summary 

The previous Consent Calendar item, Adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 10.48 of the 
Sonoma Municipal Code relating to the regulation of parking, effectuates changes to the City’s 
parking regulations which necessitate a revision to the City’s schedule of parking fines and 
penalties.  This resolution amends the parking fines and penalties to reflect those changes. 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt the resolution. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Resolution 
cc:   

 
 



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  xx - 2013 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA AMENDING THE 
SCHEDULE OF PARKING FINES AND PENALTIES 

 
WHEREAS, Vehicle Code Section 40200.3 authorizes the City of Sonoma to recover  
administrative fees, process service fees and collection costs related to civil debt collection, late 
payment penalties and other related charges; and  
 
WHEREAS, California Vehicle code Section 40203.5 provides for cities to establish the amount 
of parking fines, and  
 
WHEREAS, a schedule of parking fines and penalties was previously adopted by Resolution 
No. 09-2013 on February 11, 2013; and 
 
WHEREAS, the parking fine scheduled must be amended to include reference §10.48.190 of 
the Sonoma Municipal Code pursuant to Ordinance No. 02-2013 adopted on July 15, 2013. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Sonoma, 
that: 
 
1.   All formerly adopted Parking Fine Schedules are hereby rescinded in their entirety. 
2. The Schedule of Parking Fines and Penalties as set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto 

and incorporated herein by this reference is hereby approved. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Sonoma on the 15th day of July 
2013 by the following vote:  
 
 AYES:   
 NOES:   
 ABSENT:  
 
         

Ken Brown, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
         

Gay Johann, City Clerk 



Exhibit A

City of Sonoma 
Parking Fine Schedule
Adopted July 15, 2013

Resolution No.   xx - 2013

Sonoma California Description Current Late Delinquent
Municipal Vehicle Minimum Penalty Penalty

Code Code Fine Fine Fee
10.48.040 No parking area--red zone $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
10.48.041 Limited parking at City Hall grounds/Plaza $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.043 Vehicle > 6' height-parking or standing w/in 100' intersection $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
10.48.050 Use of streets for storage of vehicles prohibited (72 hr vio) $143.00 $215.00 $235.00
10.48.060 Parking for demonstration $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.070 Repairing or greasing vehicle on public street $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.080 Washing or polishing vehicles $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.090 Parking adjacent to schools $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.100 Parking prohibited on narrow streets $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.110 Parking on grades $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.120 Unlawful parking--peddlars, vendors $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.130 Emergency parking signs $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.160 Green curbs-24 minute parking $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.190  3 hour parking during certain hours $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.190  3 hour parking at all times $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.200 Parking more than 18" from curb $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.210 Diagonal parking $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.220 Parking within the designated space $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.48.230 No stopping zones $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
10.52.020 Loading/unloading zone $40.00 $60.00 $80.00

5200 Missing license plate (front/back) $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
5204 Current registration tabs not displayed/expired $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
21211(b) Obstruction of bikeways or paths $143.00 $215.00 $235.00
22500(a) Within an intersection $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
22500(b) In a crosswalk $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
22500(d) Within 15 feet of a driveway entrance to fire department $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
22500(e) Blocking a driveway $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
22500(f) Parked on any portion of a sidewalk $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
22500(g) Obstructing traffic $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
22500(h) Double parking $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
22500(i) Alongside a curb marked as a bus stop $350.00 $425.00 $445.00
22500(l) Blocking wheelchair access to sidewalk $350.00 $425.00 $445.00
22500.1 Within a designated fire lane $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
22502(a) Parked wrong way $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
22507.8(a) Disabled placard not displayed $350.00 $425.00 $445.00
22507.8(b) Obstruct/Block disabled parking stall--Blue zone $350.00 $425.00 $445.00
22507.8(c) Obstruct/Block disabled parking loading zone--crosshatch $350.00 $425.00 $445.00
22511.1 Parking in Electric Vehicle Charging Station $100.00 $150.00 $175.00
22514 Fire hydrant $60.00 $90.00 $110.00
22515 Unattended vehicle; brake not set $40.00 $60.00 $80.00
22516 Locked vehicle; persons unable to escape $143.00 $215.00 $235.00
22522 Parking near designated sidewalk access ramps $350.00 $425.00 $445.00



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
 City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5E 
 
07/15/13 

                                                                                            
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact 

Gay Johann, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Approve the granting of a “Free Day” at the Sonoma Valley War Memorial Veterans Building to the 
Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club, Soroptimist International of Sonoma Valley, Native Sons 
and Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Parks Association. 

Summary 
In 1991 the City entered into a Development and Use Agreement with Sonoma County to undertake 
a major renovation of the Sonoma Valley Veterans Memorial Building.  The agreement also provided 
that the City would pay the County $10,000 annually to offset operational expenses and in return the 
City would be allowed use of the facility up to twenty times per fiscal year.  Through the years, the 
City developed a program whereby many, if not all, the City’s allocated days were assigned to local 
students and non-profit or charitable organizations.  In June 2010, the City Council approved a 
three-year extension of the agreement extending the same terms and conditions.  In June 2013 the 
City Manager entered into a second amendment to the agreement for a one year extension.  Under 
the terms of the current agreement, the City will pay the County $10,000 in exchange for ten Free 
Days at the facility. 
The following requests for Free Days are presented to the City Council for approval: 

1. Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club, April 26, 2014, Hamfest 
2. Soroptimist International of Sonoma Valley, February 6, 2014, Road to Reality 
3. Native Sons of the Golden West/American Legion, October 13, 2013, Sonoma Bar Battle 
4. Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Parks Association, September 21, 2013, Volunteer 

Appreciation event 
If these requests are approved, the City will have six Free Days remaining for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2014. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve the requests subject to applicant’s compliance with the City’s standard insurance 
requirements. 

Alternative Actions 
1)  Delay action pending receipt of additional information. 
2)  Deny the request. 

Financial Impact 
The City pays $10,000 annually to the County in return for the use of the Veteran’s Building for ten 
days throughout the year. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

 
Attachments:  Second Amendment to the Agreement and letters of request from the four groups 

 

















 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5F 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Adoption of a resolution of the City Council of the City of Sonoma and the City Council as Successor 
Agency establishing the regular meetings of the City Council for the 2013 calendar year. 

Summary 
The City Council approved the 2013 meeting calendar at its December 17, 2012 meeting.  Section 
2.01.010 of the Sonoma Municipal Code requires the City Council to establish, by resolution, the 
date and time of regular Council meetings.  Adoption of this resolution is in order to officially adopt 
the regular meeting dates for 2013. 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt the resolution. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Resolution 
cc: 

 
 



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  xx - 2013 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SONOMA AND THE CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
ESTABLISHING THE REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL FOR THE 2013 CALENDAR YEAR 
 

 WHEREAS, Section 2.01.010 of the Sonoma Municipal Code requires the City Council 
to establish, by resolution, the date and time of regular Council meetings; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to AB1x26, the City Council elected to have the City act as the 
Successor Agency to the former Community Development Agency, as “successor agency” is 
defined in AB1x26; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council and City Council as Successor Agency desire to establish 
the date and time of their regular meetings; and 

 
WHEREAS, City Council Resolution No. 03-2011 sets forth the days and times of 

regular meetings of the City Council pursuant to Section 2.01.010 of the Sonoma Municipal 
Code; and  

 
WHEREAS, at its regular meeting of December 17, 2013, the City Council adopted a 

calendar of regular City Council meeting dates for calendar year 2013. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Sonoma and 

the City Council as Successor Agency  that: 
 
1. Regular meetings of the City Council and the City Council as Successor Agency 
will be held on the first and third Mondays beginning at 6:00 p.m. and will be held at 177 
First Street West, Sonoma California; and 

 
2. For the calendar year 2013, the regular meetings of the City Council and the City 

Council as Successor Agency shall be held on the dates set forth on Exhibit A to this resolution. 
 
 3. This resolution shall supersede and render null and void the provisions of any 
prior resolution establishing dates and times of regular City Council meetings. 

 
ADOPTED this 15th day of July, 2013 by the following vote: 

 
  AYES:    
  NOES:    
  ABSENT:  
 
       ________________________________ 
       Ken Brown, Mayor 
 
       ATTEST: 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Gay Johann, City Clerk 



 
Res. No. xx - 2013 

Exhibit A 
 
 

REGULAR CITY COUNCILAND CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR AGENCY MEETING 
SCHEDULE - 2013 

Monday January 7, 2013  
Monday January 28, 2013 Monday, January 21, 2013 is an official City Holiday 
Monday February 11, 2013 February 4 meeting rescheduled by Council action 
Wednesday February 20, 2013 

 
Monday, February 18, 2013 is an official City 
Holiday, Feb. 20 meeting cancelled by Council 
action 

Monday March 4, 2013  
Monday March 18 2013  
Monday April 1, 2013  
Monday April 15, 2013  
Monday May 6, 2013  
Monday May 20, 2013  
Monday June 3, 2013  
Monday June 17, 2013  
Wednesday July 1, 2013  
Monday July 15, 2013  
The regular meeting of August 5, 2013 shall be cancelled for a Summer Recess 
Monday August 19, 2013  
Wednesday September 4, 2013 Monday, September 2, 2013 is an official City Holiday 
Monday September 16, 2013  
Monday October 7, 2013  
Monday October 21, 2013  
Monday November 4, 2013  
Monday November 18, 2013  
Monday December 2, 2013  
Monday December 16, 2013  
 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5G 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Public Works 
Staff Contact  

Dan Takasugi, Public Works Director / City Engineer 
Agenda Item Title 

Consideration of a Resolution Supporting Participation in the Water Bond Coalition 
Summary 

Consider and approve the attached resolution to participate in the Water Bond Coalition to 
participate in the Water Bond Coalition and its efforts to ensure fair and equitable distribution of 
state water bond funds for projects that will benefit the City of Sonoma and other entities 
throughout Northern and Coastal California, and designating the Mayor or his designee as the 
official representative for the City to the Water Bond Coalition. 
 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt the resolution. 

Alternative Actions 
The City Council could choose not to participate in the Water Bond Coalition. Under this option, the 
City would not be a recognized participant, and our concerns may not be fully advanced. 

Financial Impact 
No additional funding is required by approval of this resolution. The recommendation has no impact 
to the Water Fund or the General Fund. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Supplemental Report with Attachment A: 2002 Water Bond Coalition Participants 
Resolution 

cc:  Sonoma County Water Agency (via e-mail) 

 
 



SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 

Consideration of a Resolution Supporting Participation in the Water Bond Coalition 
 

For the Council Meeting of July 15, 2013 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
In 2000, California voters approved Proposition 13, the Safe Drinking Water, Clean 
Water, Watershed Protection and Flood Protection Act (“2000 Water Bond”) which 
generated $763.9 million in bond sales proceeds for eligible projects throughout the 
state.  However, the 2000 Water Bond mostly served southern California interests. 
 
In 2002, the Water Bond Coalition of Northern and Coastal California was formed by 
220 public agencies, including the City of Sonoma, from 34 counties  (see Attachment A 
for list) which adopted resolutions supporting the coalition’s objectives for equitable 
distribution of statewide water bond dollars.  In part due to this effort, subsequent water 
bonds such as Proposition 50 (2002) and Proposition 84 (2006) directed funding toward 
Integrated Regional Water Management Plans (IRWMPs).  IRWMPs are developed 
regionally and include projects for groundwater, water reuse, water quality, conservation 
and watershed protection.  The North Coast IRWMP, of which Sonoma is a signatory to 
its Memorandum of Mutual Understanding, has benefitted from the type of equitable 
allocation sought by the coalition.  The North Coast IRWMP was allocated $37 million in 
Prop.84 funds.  Prop. 84 funded projects have benefitted Sonoma, including 
improvements to the Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District recycled water system 
which serves Sonoma and various water conservation measures. 
 
The Water Bond Coalition now seeks support in its efforts to ensure that the anticipated 
2014 Water Bond will allocate future water bond funds fairly and equitably.  Known as 
the “Safe, Clean, and Reliable Drinking Water Supply Act,” the 2014 Water Bond will 
provide $11.1 billion for water‐related needs statewide. Presently, the bond includes: 

 $455 million for drought relief projects, wastewater improvements, safe drinking 
water 

 $1.40 billion for integrated regional water management projects 
 $2.25 billion for Delta sustainability options 
 $3.00 billion for water storage projects 
 $1.70 billion for ecosystem and watershed protection 
 $1.00 billion for groundwater protection and cleanup 
 $1.25 billion for water recycling and advanced treatment projects 

 
Over the next four months the California legislature is expected to further revise the 
bond language to address lingering concerns about the large size of the proposed bond.  
Various interest groups around the state are now engaged in developing the new water 
bond terms.  One effort focuses the majority of the funds on restoration of the 
Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta and construction of surface water storage facilities and 



dams – projects which benefit primarily Southern California and South of Delta 
agricultural interests. 
 
The Water Bond Coalition and representatives of the Russian River Watershed 
Association which includes Sonoma, have been discussing water bond policy and how 
best to ensure that in the new water bond, projects in our region remain eligible for 
funding from this source. Coalition members recognize the importance of restoring Delta 
ecosystems and improving the State Water Project. However, coalition members also 
support allocating future water bond funds fairly and equitably to local and regional 
entities across all of California for water-related needs such as water reuse, 
groundwater, planning, groundwater remediation, improved stormwater management, 
replacement of failing infrastructure, fishery restoration, and completion of upgrades 
necessary to meet water quality standards and improve water use efficiency. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Engaging with the Water Bond Coalition may offer an opportunity to influence 
development of the 2014 Water Bond and support language to protect local interests in 
this funding program.  Approval of this resolution would indicate support from the City of 
Sonoma for development of future statewide water bonds that include funding for local 
and regional water projects. The resolution also authorizes the City Council of the City 
of Sonoma to designate an individual to serve a representative to the Water Bond 
Coalition. 



P.O. BOX 11628, SANTA ROSA, CA  95406 • 707/526-5370 • 707/528-2080 FAX

CITY
City of American Canyon
City of Arcata
City of Blue Lake
City of Burlingame
City of Calistoga
City of Camarillo
City of Cloverdale
City of Cotati
City of Crescent City
City of Dublin
City of Emeryville
City of Etna
City of Eureka
City of Ferndale
City of Fillmore
City of Fort Bragg
City of Fortuna
City of Hayward
City of Healdsburg
City of Livermore
City of Napa
City of Novato
City of Oakland
City of Ojai
City of Orinda
City of Oxnard
City of Petaluma
City of Pleasanton
City of Point Arena
City of Port Hueneme
City of Redding
City of Redwood City
City of Rio Dell
City of Rohnert Park
City of San Buenaventura
City of San Luis Obispo
City of Santa Barbara
City of Santa Cruz
City of Santa Paula
City of Santa Rosa
City of Scotts Valley
City of Seaside
City of Sebastopol
City of Shasta Lake
City of Simi Valley
City of Sonoma
City of St. Helena
City of Thousand Oaks
City of Trinidad
City of Ukiah
City of Watsonville
City of Willits
City of Willows
City of Yuba City
Town of Atherton
Town of Windsor
Town of Yountville

COUNTY
City & County of

San Francisco
County of Alameda
County of Alpine
County of Butte

County of Contra Costa
County of Glenn
County of Humboldt
County of Lake
County of Marin
County of Mendocino
County of Monterey
County of Napa
County of Nevada
County of Placer
County of San Luis Obispo
County of San Mateo
County of Santa Barbara
County of Santa Cruz
County of Shasta
County of Siskiyou
County of Sonoma
County of Sutter
County of Tehama
County of Trinity
County of Ventura
County of Yolo

SPECIAL DISTRICT
Alameda County Flood Control and Water

Conservation District
Alameda County Water District
Alderpoint County Water District
Anderson-Cottonwood Irrigation District
Bella Vista Water District
Brooktrails Township Community

Services District
Brown’s Valley Irrigation District
Butte Water District
Cachuma Conservation Release Board
Cachuma Operation and Maintenance Board
Cambria Community Services District
Carpinteria Sanitary District
Carpinteria Valley Water District
Casmalia Community Services District
Castroville Water District
Coastside County Water District
Contra Costa Flood Control and Water

Conservation District
Contra Costa Water District
County of San Luis Obispo Flood Control

and Water Conservation District, Zone 3
County Services District #41
Covelo Community Services District
Cuyama Community Services District
Davenport County Sanitation District
Dublin-San Ramon Services District
East Bay Municipal Utility District
Fox Canyon Groundwater

Management Agency
Freedom County Sanitation District
Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District
Goleta Water District
Gridley Water District
Gualala Community Services District
Heritage Ranch Community Services District
Hidden Valley Lake Community

Services District
Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District
Humboldt Community Services District
Hydesville County Water District

Inverness Public Utility District
Jacoby Creek County Water District
Laguna County Sanitation District
Lake Berryessa Resort Improvement District
Lake County Flood Control and Water

Conservation Department
Lake County Special Districts
Las Gallinas Valley Sanitation District
Laytonville County Water District
Los Osos Community Services District
Marin County Flood Control and Water

Conservation District
Marin Municipal Water District
Marina Coast Water District
Maxwell Irrigation District
McCloud Community Services District
McKinleyville Community Services District
Mendocino City Community Services District
Mendocino County Resource

Conservation District
Mendocino County Water Agency
Mendocino County Water Works District #2
Mendocino Inland Water and Power

Commission
Millview County Water District
Montara Sanitary District
Montecito Water District
Monterey County Water Resources Agency
Napa County Flood Control and Water

Conservation District
Napa Sanitation District
North Coast County Water District
North Marin Water District
Novato Sanitary District
Occidental County Services District
Orick Community Services District
Orland-Artois Water District
Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency
Paradise Irrigation District
Potter Valley Irrigation District
Rains Creek Water District
Reclamation District No. 108
Reclamation District No. 1500
Reclamation District No. 2068
Redway Community Services District
Redwood Valley County Water District
Richvale Irrigation District
San Miguel Community Services District
San Simeon Community Services District
Santa Barbara County Parks
Santa Barbara County Water Agency
Santa Clara Valley Water District
Santa Cruz County Flood Control and Water

Conservation District
Santa Cruz County Resource

Conservation District
Santa Cruz County Sanitation District
Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District,

Improvement District #1
Saticoy Sanitary District
Shasta County Water Agency
Solano County Water Agency
Sonoma County Water Agency
Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District
Soquel Creek Water District
South County Regional Wastewater Authority

Stinson Beach County Water District
Sutter Extension Water District
Sutter Mutual Water Company
Sweetwater Springs Water District
Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority
Trinity County Resource

Conservation District
Tomales Village Community

Services District
Triunfo Sanitation District
Ukiah Valley Sanitation District
Union Sanitary District
Valley of the Moon Water District
Vandenberg Village Community

Services District
Ventura County Watershed

Protection District
Ventura County Waterworks

District No. 1
Ventura County Waterworks

District No. 16
Ventura County Waterworks

District No. 19
Ventura Regional Sanitation District
Weott Community Services District
Western Canal Water District
Westport County Water District
Willow Creek Community

Services District
Yolo County Flood Control and Water

Conservation District
Yolo-Zamora Water District
Yuba County Water Agency
Zone 7 Water Agency

ORGANIZATION
American River Conservancy
Association of Bay Area Governments
Association of Monterey Bay Area

Governments
California Rural Water Association
Camp Meeker Recreation and

Park District
Contra Costa Clean Water Program
Del Oro Water Company
Ducks Unlimited
Friends of Orinda Creeks
La Cumbre Mutual Water Company
Morro Estuary Greenbelt Alliance
Nevada County Land Trust
North Bay Watershed Association
Northern California Water Association
Orland Unit Water Users Association
Russian River Watershed Association
San Jose Water Company
South Yuba River Citizens League
The Sierra Fund
Truckee River Watershed Council
Truckee-Donner Land Trust
Trust for Public Land
Wildlands Inc.
Yuba River Conservancy
Yuba Watershed Foundation

COALITION PARTICIPANTS
As of March 2004



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. ###-2013 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA AGREEING TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE WATER BOND COALITION, SUPPORTING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE COALITION, ENDORSING 
EFFORTS OF THE COALITION TO DEVELOP THE FAIR AND EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF STATE 
WATER BOND FUNDS FOR PROJECTS THAT WILL BENEFIT THE CITY OF SONOMA AND OTHER 

ENTITIES THROUGHOUT NORTHERN AND COASTAL CALIFORNIA, AND DESIGNATING THE 
MAYOR OR HER DESIGNEE AS THE OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE CITY OF SONOMA TO 

THE WATER BOND COALITION 
 
 WHEREAS, in the past 10 years, the California electorate has approved Propositions 50, 84 and 
1E that have provided more than $12 billion for water-related projects in California; 
 
 WHEREAS, an additional water bond measure is now being developed and if approved by the 
voters, would provide additional funding for the planning and implementation of water-related programs 
and projects in California; 
 
 WHEREAS, City of Sonoma took an active role in the creation of the Northern and Coastal 
California Water Bond Coalition in 2002, a diverse network of 220 cities, counties and special districts from 
34 counties that worked to support the equitable distribution of state bond funds and secure grant funds for 
drinking water, wastewater, fisheries, wetlands, water reuse, non-point source and flood protection 
projects; 
 
 WHEREAS, the development of a regional coalition to organize and promote local and regional 
projects for funding has proven to be effective in obtaining funding from these bond measures totaling $37 
million the North Coast Integrated Water Management Plan of which several projects that have received 
funding have that benefited the City of Sonoma; 
 
 WHEREAS, there is a tremendous need for improvements in California’s diverse water system and 
cities, counties, and local and regional water supply, flood control and sanitation   agencies across the 
state are facing significant challenges including aging infrastructure, more challenging regulatory 
compliance standards, changes in climate that impact public safety and water supply reliability, and 
environmental impacts that could increase costs or reduce water availability; and 
 
 WHEREAS, existing state water infrastructure bond funds meant to help address these challenges 
will soon be fully appropriated and a new commitment of significant state funding to assist local and 
regional water management projects is necessary to assure water future supply reliability; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Water Bond Coalition supports new investment in regional competitive grant 
programs that distribute funds equitably across the state – in acknowledgement of the importance of 
source watersheds as well as population centers – to achieve any of the following objectives: 
 

• Integrated, multi-agency approaches to water management
• Improved water supply reliability 
• Water systems that are diversified, resilient, and reliable in the face of natural disasters and a changing climate 
• Improved protection of wildlife, fisheries and watersheds to reduce conflicts with water management efforts 
• Funding for planning, implementation and sustaining projects in the following categories: integrated regional 

water management, water reuse and recycled water, flood protection, stormwater management, upgrades and 
enhancements to aging infrastructure, groundwater management, groundwater cleanup, water use efficiency, 
and water quality compliance. 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE the City Council of the City of Sonoma does hereby resolve, determine, find and 
order as follows: 
 
Section 1:  Participation in the Water Bond Coalition.  The City of Sonoma will participate in the Water Bond 
Coalition and support efforts by the Coalition to promote the principles above. 
 
Section 2.  Representative.  The City Council of the City of Sonoma now designates the Mayor or his 
designee, to serve as the official representative for the City of Sonoma to the Water Bond Coalition. The 
Mayor or his designee is authorized to sign letters and speak on behalf of the City of Sonoma in support of 
legislation that furthers the principles identified above. 
 
 
The foregoing Resolution was duly adopted this ___day of _________ 2013, by the following vote: 
 
 
 AYES: 
 NOES: 
 ABSENT: 
 ABSTAIN: 

 ___________________________________  
       KEN BROWN, MAYOR 
 

ATTEST: 
 

___________________________________ 
                         

GAY JOHANN, CITY CLERK 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5H 
 
7/15/2013 

 
Department 

Public Works 
Staff Contact  

Wayne Wirick, Development Services Director / Building Official 
Dan Takasugi, Public Works Director / City Engineer 

Agenda Item Title 
Approval of Plans and Specifications, Accept all Bids and Award the Bid for the Depot Park Parking 
Area and ADA Improvement Project #1301 to Serres Corporation of Sonoma. 

Summary 
This project consists of the rehabilitation of the existing parking lot and Class I bike path at Depot 
Park including ADA improvements associated with the work and the replacement of 6 eucalyptus 
trees along the bike path with 7 new trees in their place (4 - Acer 'Autumn Blaze' and 3 - Scarlet 
Oaks). Plans may be viewed online at http://www.sonomacity.org/default.aspx?Pageid=513 . 
 

The project will be funded through a combination of federal and state funds. The federal funded 
portion of the project ($140K) is through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), administered through the Sonoma County 
Community Development Commission. The state funded portion ($65K) is through a Transportation 
Development Act (TDA), Article 3 grant, administered through the Sonoma County Transportation 
Authority. 
 

The City has solicited and received eight bids for the proposed project (see Attachment #1).  The 
apparent low bidder was Serres Corporation of Sonoma with a total bid amount, including bid 
alternates, of $130,946.43.  

The work is expected to be completed in early to mid-September of this year. 
Recommended Council Action 

Approve the plans and specifications, accept all bids and award the bid for the Depot Park Parking 
Area and ADA Improvement Project #1301 to Serres Corporation of Sonoma.  Subject to receiving 
formal approval of the 2013 TDA Article 3 grant, authorize the City Manager to execute a 
construction agreement with Serres Corporation in the amount of $130,946.43. 

Alternative Actions 
Reject all bids and don’t proceed with the proposed project. 

Financial Impact 
The City has been awarded CDBG funding totaling $140,000 for the accessibility and parking lot 
improvements.  The City has also received formal approval of a 2013 TDA Article 3 grant in the amount 
of $65,000 for the bike path maintenance improvements at Depot Park.  While $220,000 has been 
budgeted in the City’s 2013/14 Capital Improvement Program for this project, total project costs are 
now projected to be approximately $205,000.  All project costs are expected to be covered by the state 
and federal grants and no local funding match is required.   
Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Attachment #1 – Bid Results - Depot Park Parking Area and ADA Improvements - Project No. 1301 
cc:  Serres Corporation 

http://www.sonomacity.org/default.aspx?Pageid=513


Agenda Item 5H 

 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENT #1 
 

Depot Park Parking Area and ADA Improvements - Project No. 1301 
 

Contractor   Base Bid   Alternate #1   Alternate #2   Alternate #3   Total Bid  
Serres Corporation,  
Sonoma  $ 111,203.43   $    9,432.90   $    9,683.52   $       626.58   $ 130,946.43  
Wildcat Engineering;  
Petaluma  $ 126,356.00   $    9,000.00   $    3,500.00   $       400.00   $ 139,256.00  
Alaniz Construction Inc; 
Fremont  $ 134,035.00   $ 24,000.00   $    7,700.00   $    1,000.00   $ 166,735.00  
John Benward Company, Inc; 
Sonoma  $ 142,076.55   $ 14,685.48   $    7,786.45   $    1,834.12   $ 166,382.60  
Northwest General Engineering; 
Santa Rosa  $ 146,656.00   $    3,684.00   $    4,711.00   $    1,032.00   $ 156,083.00  
J. A Gonsalves & Son;  
Napa  $ 147,269.00   $    9,000.00   $    6,825.00   $       175.00   $ 163,269.00  
Engelke Construction; 
Healsdburg  $ 149,623.00   $    4,500.00   $ 12,600.00   $    2,500.00   $ 169,223.00  
G.D. Nielson Construction; 
Napa  $ 165,809.00   $    3,540.00   $ 11,410.00   $    3,100.00   $ 183,859.00  
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5I 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact  
Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 

Agenda Item Title 
Consideration and Possible Action to Authorize Submittal of a Grant Application for the PG&E 
Economic Vitality Grant Program and Authorize Said Grant, if Approved, to be Performed through 
the Chamber of Commerce and the Sonoma Valley Economic Development Partnership. 

Summary 
PG&E has launched a new economic vitality grant program designed to promote economic growth in 
communities throughout the utility’s service area in Northern and Central California. Through this pilot 
program, a total of up to $200,000 will be awarded to local government organizations, educational 
institutions and 501(c) 3 non-profit organizations to provide funding for projects or programs designed 
to spur innovation and job creation.  The maximum grant amount is $25,000 and applications are being 
accepted online until July 31. Grants are intended to provide investment in local initiatives that aim to 
attract, retain or expand local businesses; provide business development, incubation or acceleration 
opportunities; or provide valuable workforce training.  

The Sonoma Valley Economic Development Partnership (SVEDP) has identified services to Latino 
business owners and entrepreneurs in the Valley as an under-met need, and is proposing a grant 
application for $25,000 to implement a Latino Business Resource Center.  The grant would allow us to 
expand the reach of the SVEDP and increase connections of existing and prospective Latino business 
owners to available resources through a successful and established local economic development 
program.   

Grant funding would be used to contract with the Chamber for bilingual outreach staff to support the 
work of the Economic Development Manager (EDM); to provide funding for the EDM to work with 
targeted businesses valley-wide; and to offer workshops, advisory services, and information in bilingual 
options at an accessible location in the Springs. 

The Latino Business Resource Center would allow the Partnership to leverage private funding to 
increase its services to what is currently a hard-to-reach segment of the local business community.  It 
would also serve to complement and leverage the City’s current efforts, funded by CDBG, to prepare a 
feasibility study and implementation plan for a Valley-wide food business incubation program.  This 
leverage is reflective of Council Goals to “continue to seek grant opportunities”. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve sponsorship of the application for an Economic Development Grant through P G & E and 
authorize the City Manager to execute any and all related agreements and or documents should 
said grant be awarded. 

Alternative Actions 
Do not approve grant application. 

Financial Impact 
If the City is successful in securing the grant funding, it would supplement the City’s CDBG grant for 
a business incubator program. 
 
 
 



Agenda Item 5I 

 
 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

 
cc: 

Laurie Decker, Economic Development Manager 

Jennifer Yankovich, Executive Director, Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council as the 

Successor Agency 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
6A 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Adoption of a resolution of the City Council of the City of Sonoma and the City Council as Successor 
Agency establishing the regular meetings of the City Council for the 2013 calendar year. 

Summary 
The City Council approved the 2013 meeting calendar at its December 17, 2012 meeting.  Section 
2.01.010 of the Sonoma Municipal Code requires the City Council to establish, by resolution, the 
date and time of regular Council meetings.  Adoption of this resolution is in order to officially adopt 
the regular meeting dates for 2013. 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt the resolution. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

See the resolution for Item 5F. 
cc: 

 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
8A 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact  
Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 

Agenda Item Title 
Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to conduct the second reading and adoption of 
Ordinance No. 03-2013 authorizing Sonoma Clean Power (SCP) to implement and carry out a 
Community Choice Aggregation Program within the City of Sonoma. 

Summary 
At the Council meeting of June 17th, the Council approved the first reading of an Ordinance which, if 
approved, would authorize Sonoma Clean Power to implement a community choice aggregation 
program for residential and commercial accounts currently served by P G & E including all City electric 
accounts.  The City spends approximately $160,000 annually on utility charges. 
 

There continues to be unanswered questions related to Sonoma Clean Power at this point; many of 
which can only be answered after the full Board of Directors for the Authority are seated.  Opt-out 
procedures are yet to be determined but SCP staff is recommending a fee be set at $5.00 for residents 
and $25.00 for businesses.  No fee is charged during the four month initial period.  Customers can 
leave SCP at any time, and their transfer to PG&E service would be effective within 30 days.  The City 
would also need to opt-out should the City chose to return to PG&E. 
Recommended Council Action 
If the City Council chooses to join Sonoma Clean Power (SCP) a second reading of the Ordinance 
must be approved by a majority of voting Councilmembers. 
 

If the City Council vote ends in a tie [2-2] the Ordinance will fail due to lack of majority vote.  
 

Alternative Actions 
Do not approve the second reading of the Ordinance;  

Table second reading of the ordinance until a subsequent meeting in order to obtain additional 
information.  Delaying the implementation may affect the City’s participation on the SCP Board of 
Directors 

Financial Impact 
There is no immediate fiscal impact associated with this action. If the City Council approves the 
Ordinance, the fiscal impact to residents and commercial customers will depend on final rates based 
on agreements to be entered into for power purchase. The current rate estimate for residential 
customers is from 1.8% below to 1.1% above PG&E’s rates, and from 3.1% below to .5% above 
PG&E’s rates for commercial customers. These estimates are subject to change pending final power 
purchase agreements.  If the City chooses to participate in Sonoma Clean Power, the City’s own utility 
accounts would automatically be enrolled in the program. Currently, the City’s PG&E budget for utility 
accounts totals approximately $160,000 (all operations and funds). The City would need to weigh the 
impact of new rates on its own accounts. The City would have the ability to opt out on a meter by meter 
basis. 
Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

Attachments: Ordinance 
 



City of Sonoma 
 

ORDINANCE NO.  XX– 2013 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA  
AUTHORIZING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A  

COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATION PROGRAM 
 

The City Council of the City of Sonoma does ordain as follows: 
 
SECTION 1.  The City of Sonoma has investigated options to provide electric services to 
customers within the City, with the intent of achieving greater local control and involvement 
over the provision of electric services, competitive electric rates, the development of clean, local 
renewable energy projects, reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and the wider implementation of 
energy conservation and efficiency projects and programs. 
 
SECTION 2.  The Sonoma County Water Agency prepared a Feasibility Study and a draft 
Implementation Plan for a community choice aggregation (“CCA”) program in Sonoma County 
under the provisions of Public Utilities Code §366.2.  The Feasibility Study and draft 
Implementation Plan show that implementing a community choice aggregation program would 
provide multiple benefits, including: 
 

 Providing customers a choice of power providers; 
 Increasing local control and involvement in and collaboration on energy rates and 

other energy-related matters; 
 Providing more stable long-term electric rates that are competitive with those 

provided by the incumbent utility; 
 Reducing greenhouse gas emissions arising from electricity use within Sonoma 

County; 
 Increasing local renewable generation capacity; 
 Increasing energy conservation and efficiency projects and programs; 
 Increasing regional energy self-sufficiency; and 
 Improving the local economy resulting from the implementation of local 

renewable energy and energy conservation and efficiency projects. 
 

 
SECTION 3.  On December 4, 2012, the County of Sonoma and the Sonoma County Water 
Agency approved a Joint Powers Agreement creating the Sonoma Clean Power Authority (“the 
Authority”).  Under the Joint Powers Agreement (the “JPA”), cities and towns within Sonoma 
County may participate in the Sonoma Clean Power CCA program by adopting the resolution 
and ordinance required by Public Utilities Code §366.2.  Cities and towns choosing to participate 
in the CCA program will have membership on the Board of Directors of the Sonoma Clean 
Power Authority as provided in the joint powers agreement. 
 
SECTION 4.  In response to comments from the City and others, Sonoma County and the 
Sonoma County Water Agency have advised the City that they intend to amend the JPA in a 
manner that is acceptable to the City Council.  Said amendment to the JPA is intended to occur at 
the on or before June 25.  However, the Authority has requested the City adopt this ordinance in 
June and given that the City’s last meeting in June is June 17, the City, in order to accommodate 
the Authority is adopting this ordinance in advance of said amendments to the JPA, in reliance 
on the representation that the JPA will be amended in a manner that is acceptable to the City 



 
SECTION 5. The Authority has solicited bids from electric power suppliers and other service 
providers, in order to determine whether implementation of a CCA program in Sonoma County 
is financially viable. From those bids, the Authority has determined that a CCA program in 
Sonoma County could provide power to residents and businesses at rates that are competitive 
with those of the incumbent utility (PG&E). 
 
SECTION 6.  Under Public Utilities Code §366.2, customers have the right to opt-out of a CCA 
program and continue to receive service from the incumbent utility. Customers who wish to 
continue to receive service from the incumbent utility will be able to do so. 
 
SECTION 7.  Based upon the forgoing, and in order to provide business and residents within the 
City of Sonoma with a choice of power providers and with the benefits described above, the 
Council hereby affirmatively elects to implement a community choice aggregation program 
within the jurisdiction of the City of Sonoma by participating as a group with the County of 
Sonoma, the Sonoma County Water Agency, and other cities in Sonoma County in the 
Community Choice Aggregation program of the Sonoma Clean Power Authority, as generally 
described in the draft Implementation Plan, subject to the Authority’s right to forego the 
implementation of a Community Choice Aggregation program in the event that the Board of 
Directors of the Sonoma Clean Power Authority determines not to finalize and approve an 
Implementation Plan for submission to the California Public Utilities Commission. 
 
SECTION 8.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portion of this ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed 
this ordinance and every section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective of 
the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared 
unconstitutional or invalid. 

 
SECTION 9.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days from and 
after the date of its passage.  
 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Sonoma this 
_______ day of _____________, 2013.  
 

___________________________ 
Ken Brown, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________ 
Gay Johann, City Clerk 

 
 
State of California   ) 
County of Sonoma ) 
City of Sonoma ) 
 
I, Gay Johann, City Clerk of the City of Sonoma, do hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance 
was adopted on ______________, 2013 by the following vote: 



 
 
AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 
        ____________________________ 
        Gay Johann, City Clerk   



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
8B 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact  
Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 

Agenda Item Title 
Consideration and Possible Action to Appoint Representative to the Sonoma Clean Power Agency 
[SCPA]  Board 

Summary 
On June 17th the Council approved Resolution No. 23-2013 requesting that the SCPA act as the 
Community Choice Aggregator on behalf of the City.  Contained in that resolution is the appointment 
of a City representative.  No designated representative was discussed or acted upon.  Should the 
Council pass the second reading of the Ordinance to opt-in to Sonoma Clean Power, Council will 
need to rescind Resolution No. 23-2013 and approve a new resolution appointing a representative to 
serve on the Board. 

Recommended Council Action 
Council discretion. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Resolution  
cc: 

 
 



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. ____- 2013 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA  
REQUESTING THAT THE SONOMA CLEAN POWER AUTHORITY  
ACT AS COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATOR ON BEHALF OF  

THE CITY AND IMPLEMENT THE SONOMA CLEAN POWER  
COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATION PROGRAM  

IN THE CITY OF SONOMA AND RESINDING RESOLUTION NO 23-1013 
 

WHEREAS,  the City of Sonoma has investigated options to provide electric services to 
customers within the City, with the intent of achieving greater local control and involvement over 
the provision of electric services, competitive electric rates, the development of clean, local 
renewable energy projects, reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and the wider implementation 
of energy conservation and efficiency projects and programs; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Sonoma County Water Agency prepared a Feasibility Study and a draft 
Implementation Plan for a community choice aggregation (“CCA”) program in Sonoma County 
under the provisions of Public Utilities Code §366.2; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Feasibility Study and draft Implementation Plan show that implementing 

a community choice aggregation program would provide multiple benefits, including: 
 

 Providing customers a choice of power providers; 
 Increasing local control and involvement in and collaboration on energy rates and other 

energy-related matters; 
 Providing more stable long-term electric rates that are competitive with those provided 

by the incumbent utility; 
 Reducing greenhouse gas emissions arising from electricity use within Sonoma County; 
 Increasing local renewable generation capacity; 
 Increasing energy conservation and efficiency projects and programs; 
 Increasing regional energy self-sufficiency; and 
 Improving the local economy resulting from the implementation of local renewable 

energy and energy conservation and efficiency projects; and 
 

WHEREAS, on December 4, 2012, the County of Sonoma and the Sonoma County 
Water Agency approved a Joint Powers Agreement creating the Sonoma Clean Power Authority 
(“the Authority”), and under the Joint Powers Agreement (the “JPA”), cities and towns within 
Sonoma County may participate in the Sonoma Clean Power CCA program by adopting the 
resolution and ordinance required by Public Utilities Code §366.2; and 

 
WHEREAS, in response to comments from the City and others, Sonoma County and the 

Sonoma County Water Agency have advised the City that they intend to amend the JPA in a 
manner that is acceptable to the City Council.  Said amendment to the JPA is intended to occur 
at the on or before June 25.  However, the Authority has requested the City adopt the resolution 
in June and given that the City’s last meeting in June is June 17, the City, in order to 
accommodate the Authority is adopting this resolution in advance of said amendments to the 
JPA, in reliance on the representation that the JPA will be amended in a manner that is 
acceptable to the City; and    



 
WHEREAS, cities and towns choosing to participate in the CCA program will have 

membership on the Board of Directors of the Sonoma Clean Power Authority as provided in the 
joint powers agreement; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Authority solicited bids from electric power suppliers and other service 
providers, in order to determine whether implementation of a CCA program in Sonoma County 
is financially viable, and has determined that a CCA program in Sonoma County could provide 
power to residents and businesses at rates that are competitive with those of the incumbent 
utility (PG&E); and 
 

WHEREAS, under Public Utilities Code §366.2, customers have the right to opt-out of a 
CCA program and continue to receive service from the incumbent utility, so that City residents 
and businesses who wish to continue to receive service from the incumbent utility will be able to 
do so; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council of the City of Sonoma 

finds and resolves as follows: 
 
1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct. 
 
2. The City of Sonoma hereby requests that the Sonoma Clean Power Authority act 

as Community Choice Aggregator on its behalf within the jurisdiction of the City, and authorizes 
the Authority to implement and carry out within the City the community choice aggregation 
program as generally described in the draft Implementation Plan, subject to the Authority’s right 
to forego the implementation of a Community Choice Aggregation program in the event that the 
Board of Directors of the Sonoma Clean Power Authority determines not to finalize and approve 
an Implementation Plan for submission to the California Public Utilities Commission. 
 
 3. The City hereby designates and appoints __________________ to serve as the 
representative of the City on the Board of Directors of the Sonoma Clean Power Authority. 
 
 4. This Resolution shall be effective immediately. 
 
 5. Resolution No. 23-2013 is hereby resinded and replaced by this resolution 
included the naming of a City representative and alternate. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 15th day of July 2013 by the following vote: 
     
AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSENT:   
ABSTAIN:   
 
   _____________________________  
  Ken Brown, Mayor 
 
  ATTEST: 
 
   _________________________   
     Gay Johann, City Clerk 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
8C 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Public Works 
Staff Contact  

Dan Takasugi, Public Works Director / City Engineer 
Agenda Item Title 

Consideration of a Resolution Supporting the 20-Gallon Water Conservation Challenge 
Summary 

 
The City of Sonoma is a member of the Sonoma-Marin Saving Water Partnership, which includes all 
nine North Bay cities and water districts that purchase Russian River water from the Sonoma County 
Water Agency.  Due to dry weather conditions this year, the Saving Water Partnership is launching a 
new public awareness program this summer called the “20-Gallon Challenge” to reduce water 
demand.  Participating Partnership agencies are adopting resolutions supporting the Challenge. 
 
The 20-Gallon Challenge is a call to action to all Russian River water users to reduce their water use 
this summer by 20 gallons per day, per person. The outreach effort will include conservation tips 
demonstrating what 20 gallons is and how to save 20 gallons per day, per person.   A Challenge 
web page has been created (www.20gallons.org) that includes conservation tips along with a 
pledge.   
 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt the resolution. 

Alternative Actions 
City Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
None. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Sonoma County Water Agency 20-Gallon Challenge Press Release 
Resolution 

cc:  Sonoma County Water Agency (via e-mail) 

 
 



 

 
Sonoma County Water Agency 

PRESS RELEASE 
        

For Immediate Release     CONTACT: 
May 30, 2013       Brad Sherwood  
        707.547.1927 (Office) 
        707.322.8192 (Cell) 
        sherwood@scwa.ca.gov 

 
20-Gallon Challenge Public Awareness Effort  

Debuts to Help Save Water this Summer 
 
(Santa Rosa, CA)  The Sonoma County Water Agency and the Sonoma-Marin Saving 
Water Partnership, a partnership of nine North Bay cities and water districts, this summer 
will embark on a new two pronged public awareness effort to reduce water demand in 
response to dry spring weather conditions – Beat the Heat! and the 20-Gallon Challenge.  
 
“Our region has experienced one of the driest springs on record.  As we enter the hot 
summer months, we must challenge ourselves to reduce our indoor and outdoor water 
use.  The 20-Gallon Challenge will provide our community with the tools and 
information needed to help reduce water demand this summer.  It will also educate 
everyone that all it takes is changing a few daily behaviors or activities to meet our 
Challenge,” said Water Agency and Sonoma County Board of Supervisors Chairman 
David Rabbitt.  
 
“Reducing urban water demand during the hot summer months is critical to protecting 
our water resources,” said Water Agency Director and Sonoma County Supervisor Efren 
Carrillo.  “We are working closely with all stakeholders in our community including 
urban water users, the agricultural industry, and business community to immediately 
reduce water use due to the dry weather conditions.  I heard loud and clear from our 
constituents in the Russian River watershed that water conservation should be a top 
priority this summer; that’s why I encourage all residents and local businesses to take part 
of the 20-Gallon Challenge.  Together, we can reduce our water use and save every drop 
of water for our environment and water supply.”   
 
Beat the Heat 
 
Special attention will be given to heat wave conditions in order to reduce peak water 
demand.  On average, water use increases when temperatures go up due to more outdoor 
irrigation of plants and lawns.  The Partnership will coordinate with local media outlets to 
run special public service announcements asking our community to prepare for a heat 
wave and use water wisely.  This message will correlate with energy and air quality 
awareness efforts that also increase before a heat wave arrives.  The goal is to draw extra 
attention to the need for reduced water demand by providing specific outdoor irrigation 
tips on curbing water use and water waste.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The 20-Gallon Challenge Overview 
 
The Challenge is an immediate response to the dry weather conditions our region has 
experienced this past year.   
 
The Challenge includes: 

o A call to action to all Russian River water users to reduce their water use 
this summer by 20 gallons per day, per person.  

o The outreach effort will include offering tangible conservation tips 
demonstrating what 20 gallons mean and how to save 20 gallons per day, 
per person. 

o A Challenge web page has been created (www.20gallons.org) that will 
include conservation tips along with a pledge 

o A pledge will be available for residents to sign to take the Challenge and 
enter into a prize drawing for the following:. 
 June: One high-efficiency clothes washer, with a retail value of 

approximately $500 (excluding taxes) will be awarded to the 
winner of this Drawing. Installation is not included. 

 July: The winner shall chose between (i) Landscape design 
(maximum value up to $400) and $100 in low water use plants; (ii) 
rainwater catchment design and materials (maximum value up to 
$500); or (iii) graywater system design and materials (maximum 
value up to $500). Installation is not included. 

 August: One high-efficiency toilet, installed, with a retail value of 
approximately $500 (excluding taxes) will be awarded to the 
winner of this Drawing. 

 September: The winner shall chose between (i) Landscape design 
(maximum value up to $400) and $100 in low water use plants; (ii) 
rainwater catchment design and materials (maximum value up to 
$500); or (iii) graywater system design and materials (maximum 
value up to $500). Installation is not included. 

 October:  One high-efficiency clothes washer, with a retail value of 
approximately $500 (excluding taxes) will be awarded to the 
winner of this Drawing. Installation is not included.  

 
Learn more about the Challenge at www.20gallons.org.  
 

### 
 

The Sonoma County Water Agency is working to secure our future by investing in our 
water resources, community and environment.  The Water Agency provides water supply, 
flood protection and sanitation services for portions of Sonoma and Marin counties. Visit 

us on the Web at www.sonomacountywater.org. 
 

http://www.20gallons.org/
http://www.sonomacountywater.org/


CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. ###-2013 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA  
SUPPORTING THE SUMMER 2013 20-GALLON CHALLENGE 
WATER CONSERVATION PUBLIC AWARENESS PROGRAM 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Sonoma and the Sonoma-Marin Saving Water Partnership, a partnership of 
nine North Bay cities and water districts obtaining water from the Russian River, experienced dry spring 
weather conditions this year; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Sonoma and the Sonoma-Marin Partnership are launching a new public 
awareness program for summer 2013 called the 20-Gallon Challenge; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Partnership will coordinate with local media outlets to run special public service 

announcements asking our community to use water wisely; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 20-Gallon Challenge is an immediate response to the dry weather conditions our 

region has experienced this past year; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Challenge includes a call to action to all Russian River water users to reduce their 

water use this summer by 20 gallons per day, per person; and 
 
WHEREAS, the outreach effort will include offering tangible conservation tips demonstrating what 20 

gallons mean and how to save 20 gallons per day, per person; and 
 
WHEREAS, a pledge is available for residents to sign to take the Challenge and enter into monthly 

prize drawings. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Sonoma hereby declares 

its support for the summer 2013 20-Gallon Challenge Public Awareness Program and pledges to do its part to 
promote the program. 
 
The foregoing Resolution was duly adopted this 15th day of July 2013, by the following vote: 
 
 
 AYES: 
 NOES: 
 ABSENT: 
 ABSTAIN: 

 ___________________________________  
       KEN BROWN, MAYOR 
 

ATTEST: 
 

___________________________________ 
                         

GAY JOHANN, CITY CLERK 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
8D 
 
07/15/13 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Adoption of a Resolution Receiving and Accepting the Verification of Petition Signatures Prepared 
by the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters for the Hotel Limitation Measure. 

Summary 
Proponents of the Hotel Limitation Measure submitted signed petitions to the City Clerk on July 8, 
2013.  The City Clerk reviewed them for statutory compliance and found them to be sufficient and a 
prima facie review indicated a sufficient number of signatures to be considered officially “filed”.  The 
petitions were then delivered to the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters office for signature 
verification on that same day. 
 
In order to qualify and require a Special Election to be called, proponents were required to obtain 
signatures of at least 15% (1,017) of the number of registered voters in the City.  The Sonoma 
County Registrar of Voters office has verified that the petition contained 1312 valid signatures of 
registered voters in the City of Sonoma.   

 
Recommended Council Action 

Adopt the resolution. 
Alternative Actions 

N/A 
Financial Impact 

N/A 
Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Resolution with Exhibit A (Certification) 
cc: 

 
 



CITY OF SONOMA 

RESOLUTION NO.  xx - 2013    
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA, 
CALIFORNIA RECEIVING AND ACCEPTING THE VERIFICATION OF 

PETITION SIGNATURES PREPARED BY THE SONOMA COUNTY 
REGISTRAR OF VOTES FOR THE HOTEL LIMITATION MEASURE 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 9202 of the Elections Code notice was given by 

initiative proponents of their intention to circulate a petition within the City of Sonoma for the 
purpose of introducing an ordinance; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Attorney prepared and provided an official ballot title and summary.  

The ballot title being “The Hotel Limitation Measure”.  The notice of intention and ballot title and 
summary were published in a newspaper of general circulation and the publication affidavit was 
duly filed with the City Clerk pursuant to the law; and 

 
WHEREAS, the petitions regarding the Initiative were filed with the City Clerk on July 8, 

2013 and were submitted to the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters office on July 8, 2013 for 
signature verification; and 

 
WHEREAS, in order to qualify and require a Special Election to be called, proponents 

were required to obtain signatures of at least 15% (1,017) of the number of registered voters in 
the City and to include a request for a special election in their petition; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters office has verified that the petition 

contained 1312 valid signatures of registered voters in the City of Sonoma.  The certified results 
of the signature verification are attached to this resolution as Exhibit “A”. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Sonoma that 

the certified results of the signature verification are hereby received and accepted. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 15th day of July 2013, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSENT:  

 
       ________________________________ 
       Ken Brown, Mayor 
 
       ATTEST: 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Gay Johann, City Clerk 









 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
8E 
 
07/15/2013 

 
Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact  
Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 

Agenda Item Title 
Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action on the Hotel Limitation Measure including: 
a.  Consider, discuss and possibly adopt an Ordinance amending the Sonoma General Plan and 
Development Code. 
b.  Consider, discuss and possibly accept the petition and call for a Special Election. 
c.  Consider, discuss and possibly direct that an Impact Report be prepared 
Summary 
 

A notice of intent to circulate a petition which proposes an ordinance governing hotels containing more 
than 25 rooms was received by the City Council at the April 15th Council meeting.  In accordance with 
California Elections Code, the proponents had up to 180 days to collect signatures.  Petitions were filed 
with the City Clerk on July 8th and signatures were certified by the County Registrar of Voters on July 
9th.   

The Council must determine the next action to be taken as follows: 

 ADOPT ORDINANCE.  The Council could forego the Special Election and immediately adopt 
(or adopt it within 10 days) the Ordinance set forth in the petition amending the Sonoma 
General Plan and Development Code to require that the establishment of a hotel with more 
than 25 rooms must receive a use permit approved by the Planning Commission.  Similarly, the 
expansion of an existing hotel, motel, or bed and breakfast inn to more than 25 rooms will have 
to receive a use permit approved by the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission 
would be prohibited from granting such a use permit unless it found, among other things, that 
(a) the annualized hotel room occupancy rate for the calendar year (January 1 to December 31) 
preceding the filing of the hotel application exceeds 80%, and (b) the proposed hotel will not 
adversely affect the historic, small town character of Sonoma.  The measure provides that the 
annualized hotel room occupancy rate would be calculated by comparing the total number of 
hotel, motel, bed and breakfast inn and vacation rental room nights rented in the City with the 
total number of room nights available for rent in the City, during the relevant calendar year.  In 
calculating whether the occupancy rate of 80% has been exceeded, the measure requires 
inclusion of the rooms available for rental and rented at (i) bed and breakfast inns, which are 
defined to mean rental facilities possessing 5 or less rooms and (ii) vacation rentals, which are 
defined to mean rental properties containing one or two residential units. 

 CALL FOR SPECIAL ELECTION.  The Council could call for a Special Election to allow voters 
within the City limits to decide whether or not to approve the Hotel Limitation Ordinance.  If the 
Council calls for the election, the election would be held on November 5th.  November 5th is an 
already established election date for certain special districts which could result in a small 
savings of election costs due to the City being able to consolidate the election on the hotel 
measure with this existing election date and, therefore, charged a pro-rated share of the costs 
for conducting the election. 

 REQUEST AN IMPACT REPORT.  The Council can order an impact report be prepared to 
analyze the initiative measure’s fiscal impact, its effect on the internal consistency of the City’s 
general and specific plans, its effect on the use of land, its impact on funding for infrastructure 
of all types, its impact on the community’s ability to attract and retain business and employment, 
and any other matters the City Council requests to be in the report.  Once the report is 



Agenda Item 8E 

 
 

completed and returned to the Council for consideration (within 30 days), the Council must 
either adopt the initiative measure within 10 days after the report is submitted or order an 
election.   

In a prior action of Council [April 15th Council meeting], Council authorized the City Manager to 
evaluate the options to prepare the Impact Report, solicit proposals and/or evaluate other such actions 
as necessary.  Final details on availability of consultants and potential costs to prepare the report will 
be presented at the July 15th Council meeting.  In evaluating the need for the Impact Report, Council 
could find that the information contained in the report may be helpful to the community as an 
informational document to further understand the issues surrounding the ballot measure.   

Other issues related to the Ballot Measure: 

BALLOT ARGUMENT:  Should the Council order the measure be placed on the ballot, the Council will 
have the opportunity to prepare an argument in favor of or against the measure.  Regarding arguments 
to appear in the ballot, a resolution is attached addressing this issue. The City Council may designate 
the Mayor, the Council, or a number of Councilmembers to write the argument in favor of the measure.  
The attached resolution authorizes the filing of rebuttal arguments.  It is recommended that the same 
persons who are authorized to author and sign the original argument also be authorized to author and 
sign the rebuttal argument (although such identicality is not required).  No more than five persons can 
sign the argument and no more than five persons can sign the rebuttal argument.  It is recommended 
that the Council determine who is to author these arguments and the person or persons who are to 
sign the arguments on behalf of the Council.  If it is desired that one or more non-Councilpersons sign 
the arguments too, then it is recommended that the Council either decide who those persons are going 
to be or delegate that authority to the Mayor or a committee of the Council. 
 
IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS PREPARED: City Attorney is required to prepare an impartial analysis which 
will be included in the ballot pamphlet.  If the measure is approved by a majority of the voters voting on 
it, it becomes effective.  The substantive portions of the measure which impose conditions precedent to 
the filing of and approving an application for a hotel containing more than 25 rooms may not be 
amended or repealed except by a subsequent vote of the registered voters. 

Recommended Council Action 
 

Council direction. 
 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
Undetermined at this time. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Ordinance 
Resolutions [2] 

cc: 

 



BALLOT TITLE 
 

The Hotel Limitation Measure 
 

BALLOT SUMMARY 
 

 If adopted by a majority of the voters voting on it, this initiative measure would 
amend the Sonoma General Plan and Development Code to require that the establishment 
of a hotel with more than 25 rooms must receive a use permit approved by the Planning 
Commission.  Similarly, the expansion of an existing hotel, motel, or bed and breakfast 
inn to more than 25 rooms will have to receive a use permit approved by the Planning 
Commission. 
 
 The Planning Commission would be prohibited from granting such a use permit 
unless it found, among other things, that (a) the annualized hotel room occupancy rate for 
the calendar year (January 1 to December 31) preceding the filing of the hotel application 
exceeds 80%, and (b) the proposed hotel will not adversely affect the historic, small town 
character of Sonoma.  The measure provides that the annualized hotel room occupancy 
rate would be calculated by comparing the total number of hotel, motel, bed and breakfast 
inn and vacation rental room nights rented in the City with the total number of room 
nights available for rent in the City, during the relevant calendar year.  In calculating 
whether the occupancy rate of 80% has been exceeded, the measure requires inclusion of 
the rooms available for rental and rented at (i) bed and breakfast inns, which are defined 
to mean rental facilities possessing 5 or less rooms and (ii) vacation rentals, which are 
defined to mean rental properties containing one or two residential units. 
 
 If the Planning Commission’s decision concerning a hotel governed by this 
measure is appealed to the City Council, the hotel could only be approved by a 4/5th’s 
vote of the City Council.   
 
 The General Plan and Development Code provisions re-adopted and adopted by 
the measure could not be changed or repealed except by a subsequent vote of City voters. 
 
 The measure would apply to any hotel development proposal subject to its 
provisions that has not received final approval by the time the measure becomes 
effective.  The measure does not apply to the renovation, maintenance, or repair of an 
existing hotel unless the renovation, maintenance or repair increases the total number of 
rooms of the hotel. 

 

























CITY OF SONOMA 

RESOLUTION NO.  xx - 2013    
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA, CALIFORNIA 
CALLING FOR THE HOLDING OF A SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION FOR THE 

SUBMISSION TO THE VOTERS OF A PROPOSED ORDINANCE AND REQUESTING THAT 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SONOMA CONSOLIDATE THE 

SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION WITH THE CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS TO BE HELD ON 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2013 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to authority provided by statute a petition has been filed with the 

City Clerk, signed by more than 15% of the number of registered voters of the City of Sonoma to 
submit a proposed ordinance relating to hotel development or expansion; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters examined the records of 

registration and ascertained that the petition is signed by the requisite number of voters and has 
so certified; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council has not voted in favor of adoption of the ordinance; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council is authorized and directed by statute to submit the 

proposed ordinance to the voters. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA, CALIFORNIA, 
DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
 

 Section 1. That pursuant to the requirements of the laws of the State of California 
relating to general law cities, there is called and ordered to be held in the City of Sonoma, 
California, on Tuesday, November 5, 2013 a Special Municipal Election for the purpose of 
submitting to the voters of the City of Sonoma the following question: 

 
 YES 

NO 

 
 Section 2. That the text of the ordinance submitted to the voters is attached as 
Exhibit A. 

 
 Section 3.  That pursuant to the requirements of §10403 of the Elections Code, the 
Board of Supervisors of the County of Sonoma is hereby requested to consent and agree to the 
consolidation of a Special Municipal Election with the Consolidated Elections on Tuesday, 
November 5, 2013, for the purpose of submission to the voters a proposed ordinance. 
 
 Section 4.  That the county election department is authorized to canvass the returns of 
the Special Municipal Election.  The election shall be held in all respects as if there were only 
one election, and only one form of ballot shall be used. 
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 Section 5.  That the Board of Supervisors is requested to issue instructions to the county 
election department to take any and all steps necessary for the holding of the consolidated 
election. 
 
 Section 6.  That the City of Sonoma recognizes that additional costs will be incurred by 
the County by reason of this consolidation and agrees to reimburse the County for any costs. 
 
 Section 7.  That, the City Clerk is hereby directed to file a certified copy of this resolution 
with the Board of Supervisors and the county election department of the County of Sonoma. 
 
 Section 8.  That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this resolution 
and enter it into the book of original resolutions. 
  

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 15th day of July 2013, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Ken Brown, Mayor 
 
       ATTEST: 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Gay Johann, City Clerk 



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  xx – 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA, 
CALIFORNIA, SETTING PRIORITIES FOR FILING WRITTEN ARGUMENTS 
RELATED TO THE NOVEMBER 5, 2013 SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

AND DIRECTING THE CITY ATTORNEY TO PREPARE AN IMPARTIAL 
ANALYSIS 

 
 

WHEREAS, a Special Municipal Election is to be held in the City of Sonoma on Tuesday 
November 5, 2013 at which there will be submitted to the voters the following measure: 

 
 
  YES 

 
 
 
NO 
 
 
 

 
 WHEREAS, whenever a municipal ballot measure is authorized, State law provides that 
the City Council may provide for the filing of written arguments for and against a measure; and 

 
WHEREAS, Elections Code Section 9282 sets forth the procedures for arguments in 

favor of or in opposition to a City measure; and 
 

WHEREAS, Elections Code Section 9285 sets forth the procedures for rebuttal 
arguments, whose provisions are hereby adopted. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA DOES 
RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:   
 
 Section 1.  That the City Council authorizes the individuals identified in section 3, below, 
to file written arguments in Favor of or Against the City Measure not exceeding 300 words, 
accompanied by the printed names and signatures of the authors submitting it, in accordance 
with Article 4, Chapter 3, Division 9 of the Elections Code of the State of California.  The 
arguments may be changed or withdrawn until and including the date fixed by the City Clerk 
after which no arguments for or against the City measure may be submitted to the City Clerk. 
 

Section 2.  The arguments shall be filed with the City Clerk, signed, with the printed 
names and signatures of the authors submitting it, or if submitted on behalf of an organization, 
the name of the organization, and the printed name and signature of at least one of its principal 
officers who is the author of the argument.  The argument shall be accompanied by the Form of 
Statement To Be Filed by Authors of Arguments. 
 



Section 3.  The deadline for filing arguments for and against the ballot measure with the 
City Clerk shall be August 19, 2013, and the argument shall not exceed 300 words in length.  
Rebuttal arguments shall be filed with the City Clerk by August 29, 2013 and shall not exceed 
250 words in length.  Councilmembers ___________ and __________ are hereby authorized to 
prepare a written argument opposed to the proposed ordinance, not to exceed 300 words, on 
behalf of the City Council.  Councilmembers _________ and ___________ are authorized to 
select two Councilmembers (including themselves) and three community members to sign the 
argument.  In no case shall more than five persons sign the argument, at least one of whom 
must be a Councilmember. Pursuant to Section 9285 of the California Elections Code, when the 
City Clerk has selected the arguments for and against the measure, which will be printed and 
distributed to the voters, the City Clerk shall send copies of the argument in favor of the 
measure to the authors of the argument against, and copies of the argument against to the 
authors of the argument in favor.  

 
Section 4.    The same persons authorized in Section 3 above to prepare and sign the 

direct argument opposed to the proposed ordinance shall be authorized to prepare and sign the 
rebuttal argument.  Rebuttal arguments shall be printed in the same manner as the direct 
arguments.  Each rebuttal argument shall immediately follow the direct argument, which it seeks 
to rebut. 

 
Section 5.  That the City Council directs the City Clerk to transmit a copy of the measure 

to the City Attorney who is hereby directed to prepare an impartial analysis of the measure not 
exceeding 500 words showing the effect of the measure on the existing law and the operation of 
the measure.  The impartial analysis shall be filed with the City Clerk by August 19, 2013. 

 
 Section 6.  That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this resolution 
and enter it into the book of original resolutions. 
 
 PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on the 15th day of July 2013 by the following 
vote: 

 
AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSENT:  
 

  _______________________________ 
  Ken Brown, Mayor 

 
       ATTEST: 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Gay Johann, City Clerk 
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