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OPENING 
 

Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Vincent Anibale led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Brown and Councilmembers Barbose, Gallian, Cook and Rouse  
ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager Johann, 
City Attorney Walter, and Planning Director Goodison. 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Nellie Cravens, the Artistic Director of Silver Moon Theater, announced their production of “No 
Sex Please, We’re British” at the Sonoma Community Center October 3-20.   
 
Gina Cuclis announced the Sonoma Valley Road Summit Thursday night at Ramekins.   
 
Fred Allebach asked Council to consider increasing the time allowance for public comments and 
to stop locking the cemetery gates at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Enrique Salazar announced a collaboration between Whole Foods Market and La Luz to 
provide information on healthy eating and living to the Hispanic population on October 11. 
 

2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 
Clm. Gallian dedicated the meeting in the memory of Dr. Donald Martin.  She reported 
attendance at the Valley Oaks affordable housing complex dedication and Vintage Festival 
activities. 
 
Clm. Rouse commended the Vintage Festival Committee and the Native Sons of the Golden 
West for their efforts in putting on the Vintage Festival weekend. 
 
Mayor Brown announced the next Chamber mixer would be Thursday at the Bank of Marin. 
 

3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 
City Manager Giovanatto announced that CFAC had selected local musician David Aguilar as 
the 2013 Treasure Artist of the Year and were in the process of planning a reception in his 
honor.  She congratulated Mayor Brown upon being named a recipient of a 2013 Amistad 
award. 
 

4. PRESENTATIONS  

 

Item 4A:        Proclamation declaring October 2013 as Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. 

 
Mayor Brown read aloud the proclamation and presented it to Madelyn O'Connell who thanked 
the City for its support.  Sgt. Dave Thompson recognized the many services provided by the 
YWCA Sonoma County and also thanked the Council for recognizing Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month.   
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5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.   
Item 5B: Approval of the Minutes of the September 16, 2013 Council meeting. 
Item 5C: Approval and ratification of the appointment of Bill D’Allaird to the 

Mobilehome Park Rental Review Board. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto stated that the matter of support for AB 1229 had been received 
subsequent to the posting of the agenda and required action before the next regular Council 
meeting.  She requested addition of an item to the agenda to authorize the Mayor to sign a letter 
to the Governor in support of AB1229. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Rouse, seconded by Clm. Cook, to approve the addition of the agenda item requested by City 
Manager Giovanatto to the consent calendar and to approve the consent calendar as amended 
(including the letter to the Governor).  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 6A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of the September 16, 2013 City 

Council / Successor Agency Meeting pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
Item 6B: Adoption of the Amended FY 13-14B Recognized Obligation Payment 

Schedule [ROPS] for the period January 1, 2014 through June 30, 2014. 
Item 6C: Issuance of a Request for Qualifications for the retention of a real estate 

professional to assist in the marketing and sale of the property located at 
32 Patten Street. 

Item 6D: Authorization of a new appraisal of the property located at 32 Patten Street. 
 
Clm. Barbose removed Consent Item 6B.  The public comment period was opened and closed 
with none received.  It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Rouse to approve the 
Consent Calendar except for Item 6B.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item 6B: Adoption of the Amended FY 13-14B Recognized Obligation Payment 

Schedule [ROPS] for the period January 1, 2014 through June 30, 2014. 
 
Clm. Barbose clarified that the annual $218,000 funding of the Visitor Bureau would run through 
2016.  It was moved by Clm. Rouse, seconded by Clm. Barbose, to approve Item 6B.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

7. PUBLIC HEARING – None Scheduled 

 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 8A: Discussion, consideration and possible action on the introduction of an 

ordinance banning gas-powered leaf blowers. 
 
Planning Director Goodison reported that the City’s current regulations relating to the use and 
noise levels associated with leaf blowers were adopted in 2011.  In recent months, several 
presentations were made to the City Council (including a petition) requesting that the 
regulations be revisited, with the specific suggestion that gas-powered leaf blowers be banned. 
Councilmembers Barbose and Cook requested that this question be placed on an agenda to 
determine whether there was majority interest in amending the current regulations. That 
discussion occurred at the City Council meeting of September 4, 2013.  After hearing public 
testimony on the matter and conducting its own discussion, the Council ultimately voted 4-1 to 
direct staff to prepare an ordinance that would ban gas-powered leaf blowers. Goodison stated 
that the draft ordinance would ban gas-powered leaf blowers and prohibit operation of a leaf 
blower in a manner that directed dust and debris onto any neighboring property. 
 
Clm. Cook confirmed with staff that the cost to place the issue on a future ballot would be 
between $3,000 and $5,000. 
 
Mayor Brown invited comments from the public.  Paul Gorce spoke against the ordinance 
stating he was tired of being told what he could and could not do and that if leaf blowers were 
banned, Council might as well ban chain saws, chippers, vehicles, and anything else that made 
noise. 
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Item 8A: Discussion, consideration and possible action on the introduction of an 
ordinance banning gas-powered leaf blowers. 

 
Kurt Carnell said gardeners need leaf blowers to do their job and a rake would take three times 
the amount of time.  Georgia Kelly stated support for a total ban on all leaf blowers noting that 
electric blowers create the same amount of pollution.  Alan Ollenger was opposed to the ban 
and stated that it was a self-appointed group who want to control their neighborhood.  He said 
the City already had regulations and the City should not listen to a small vocal minority.  Stan 
Pappas vowed not to support any Councilmember for reelection if they vote for the ban. 
 
David Brim favored the ban and pointed out the number of children with asthma.  Fred Allebach 
said he thought people would get used to using rakes.  Rick Suerth supported the ban stating 
that sometimes leaf blowers outside his home were so loud he had to take phone calls in his 
bathroom.  Rosemary Pedranzini reported that she rakes her leaves and noted that leaves 
could pose a trip hazard when left on sidewalks.  Andrew Johnson, Director of California 
Landscape Contractors Association, suggested a compromise of better technology, mufflers, 
and limiting the number of days leaf blowers could be used.  Steven Dungan, Pate Coleman, 
Ceceila Ponicsan, Darryl Ponicsan, Ed Kuhry, Kenneth Cordie, Regina Baker, Gary Edwards,  
also spoke in support of the ban.  Craig Martin did not support the ban.  He stated his landscape 
business consisted of himself and his son and that it would cost him over $2,000 to convert to 
non gas-powered blowers.  Joel Bicker stated his problem was banning a technology that may 
not cure the concerns. He said we could end up with a gas-powered generator being used to 
power an electric blower.  He also pointed out there were diesel and propane blowers.  He 
stated he would rather see a ban on the noise and the dust and not the technology. 
 
Clm. Rouse stated he would not support a ban and if Council felt that gas powered leaf blowers 
were the enemy then it should be a matter that goes on the ballot.  Clm. Cook stated that 
whether blowers were gas or electric; they still put dust in the air.  He said that he did not like 
leaf blowers but did not want to ban them; he would also support placing the matter on a ballot.  
Clm. Gallian stated her support for the ban but felt that more education was needed for the 
community.  Clm. Barbose stated that he did not buy the predictions of dire economic impacts 
on landscapers.  He added that he wasn’t certain the proposed ordinance went far enough.  
Mayor Brown stated that while he would not support a total ban, he would support the gas 
powered blower ban. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Barbose, to introduce the ordinance entitled 
An Ordinance of the City of Sonoma Amending Chapter 9.56 of the Municipal Code by 
Establishing Additional Regulations on the Use and Operation of Leafblowers.  Gallian and 
Barbose then amended the motion to include a “ban on leaf blowers powered by an internal 
combustion engine and use of diesel generators to power electric leafblowers.  The motion 
carried three to two, Rouse and Cook dissented. 
 
RECESS:  The meeting recessed from 7:40 to 7:50 p.m. 
 
Item 8B: Discussion, consideration and possible action on the preparation of an 

amendment of the Management Plan for the Montini Preserve to allow 
leashed dogs on trails and related matters. 

 
Planning Director Goodison reported that Clm. Barbose requested that the Council discuss the 
issue of allowing leashed dogs on trails within the Montini Preserve.  The Montini Preserve 
encompassed approximately 98 acres of open space, including a significant portion of 
Sonoma’s hillside backdrop.  At its meeting of March 4, 2013, the City Council voted 3-2 to 
approve a Transfer Agreement with the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open 
Space District that would result in the City taking ownership of the Preserve early in 2014.  The 
Transfer Agreement implemented a number of restrictions set forth in a Conservation Easement 
and a Recreation Covenant.  Among those restrictions was that the City would administer the 
Preserve in conformance with a Management Plan previously adopted by the Open Space 
District, which prohibited dogs on the Montini Preserve.  Goodison then explained the process 
by which the City could amend the Management Plan if it chose to do so. 
 
Clm. Barbose inquired if an environmental impact review which included the possibility of a dog 
park would increase the cost and amount of time necessary to complete the review.  Director 
Goodison responded that first a proposed dog park would have to be defined and most likely the 
amendment would qualify for a Negative Declaration. 
 
Mayor Brown inquired if there was a reason staff did not want to include the element of a dog 
park.  Goodison stated that it went back to the purposes for which the property was acquired.  It  
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Item 8B: Discussion, consideration and possible action on the preparation of an 
amendment of the Management Plan for the Montini Preserve to allow 
leashed dogs on trails and related matters, Continued 

 
was acquired for open space and when the City posed the idea of a dog park to the Open 
Space District General Manager, he did not feel it was consistent with the preserve plans. 
 
Clm. Barbose confirmed that an amendment to the plan would require approval of the Open 
Space District. 
 
Clm. Rouse inquired if staff had communicated with State Parks about the proposed 
amendment to allow dogs.  Goodison responded in the affirmative and added that the State did 
have some concerns relating to the Vallejo property. 
 
Mayor Brown invited comments from the public.  Vincent Anibale, Supervising Ranger for 
Sonoma State Parks, stated that in the spirit of being good neighbors the State had allowed the 
trail to go through their property with the condition that dogs would not be allowed.  He clarified 
that it was a State law that prohibited dogs. 
 
Fred Allebach disagreed with allowing dogs on the trail.  He said allowing dogs on a nature 
preserve went against the Montini Preserve vision statement.  Nicole Catanno agreed. 
 
Elizabeth Monet supported the concept of allowing dogs on the trail. 
 
Richard Dale, Executive Director of Sonoma Ecology Center, reported that wildlife cameras and 
direct observations of wildlife showed that many animals use the preserve for food, shelter, and 
reproduction.  Mammals include bobcat, coyote, black-tailed deer, gray fox, raccoon, western 
gray squirrel, black-tailed jackrabbit, and several others.  Birds include White-tailed Kite, Red 
Shouldered Hawk, Red Tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Wild Turkey and many more.  He said 
there was an active coyote den on the site and bobcat had been observed regularly until 
disturbance by the trail construction that occurred in the spring.  Dale stated he had spoken to 
several wildlife biologists and found that most literature on the subject indicated there would be 
impacts and that allowing dogs on the preserve would diminish the wildlife. 
 
Phoenix Featherstone, Joan Tillman, Katie Byrne, Mary Hart, Kathy George, Bob Edwards, and 
Barbara Page spoke in support of allowing leashed dogs on the trail.  Rich Gibson, Overlook 
Trail Steward, stated that dogs would create issues including dog waste, the need for 
receptacles, dogs chasing cattle or biting people.  He said Council needed to consider the extra 
cost of maintenance and enforcement.  Jennifer Hainstock presented Council a petition signed 
by 385 requesting leashed dogs be allowed and a dog park of at least one acre be installed on 
the Montini Preserve.   
 
Armando Zimmermann stated it was meant as a nature preserve and he did not support 
allowing dogs on the trail.  Rosemary Marks, Overlook Trail Docent, stated the trail was not 
suited for dogs; it was a very narrow trail and the area was full of poison oak and ticks.  The 
presumption that dogs would be kept on a leash was erroneous.  Joanna Kemper, Chair 
Overlook Trail Stewards, stated they supported the management plan and vision statement as 
they currently exist.  They wish to keep it as a preserve.  She noted that dogs would disturb 
wildlife not just by their presence but also by their scent.  Jack Carter stated there were already 
a number of places that allowed dogs. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated that when the City decided to acquire the Montini property he had 
understood that the plan would be amended to allow dogs; however, that was not the case.  
Late in the game, the City was told it couldn’t acquire the trails unless it accepted the 
Management Plan and Bill Keene had said he would not stand in the way of an plan 
amendment to allow dogs.  Clm. Barbose stated he thought from the beginning, and supported 
the notion, that dogs would be allowed on the preserve.  He stated support for an amendment to 
the plan to make that change but because he was a realist would not shoot for a dog park on 
the property because the head of the Open Space District had said it was a no go. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to direct staff to prepare an 
amendment to the Montini Preserve Management Plan to allow leashed dogs on the trail.  Clm. 
Gallian stated this would simply be correcting what some thought was true all along.  Clm. 
Rouse stated it was designed as a wildlife preserve and when you introduce dogs the natural 
habitat would go away.  For those reasons, he would not support the amendment.  Clm. Cook 
stated he would support it because he wanted local control.  Mayor Brown said he was willing to 
move the idea forward.  The motion carried four to one, Rouse dissented. 
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Item 8C: Discussion, consideration and possible action providing direction to the 
Mayor regarding the City’s vote on appointments by the Sonoma County 
Mayors’ and Councilmembers’ Association at their October 10, 2013 
meeting. 

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the Sonoma County Mayors’ and Councilmembers’ 
Association would meet on October 10, 2013 in Rohnert Park and the Board of Directors would 
consider two appointments to the North Bay Division LOCC Executive Board to fill the expiring 
terms of Councilmembers Laurie Gallian and Susan Harvey.  Letters of interest were submitted 
by Sonoma Councilmember Laurie Gallian, Cotati Councilmember Susan Harvey, Petaluma 
Vice Mayor Chris Albertson, and Santa Rosa Councilmember Ernesto Olivares. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Rouse, seconded by Clm. Cook, to support the appointment of Laurie 
Gallian and Susan Harvey.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

9. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 

10. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 

 
Item 10A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities. 
 
Clm. Rouse reported on the Facilities Committee meeting.   
 
Clm. Barbose reported on the Sonoma County Clean Power and Sonoma County Waste 
Management Agency meetings.  
 
Clm. Gallian reported on the Sonoma County Ag & Open Space Advisory Committee meeting. 
 
Mayor Brown reported on the Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission meeting.  
 
Item 10B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
Clm. Barbose asked for a future agenda item considering sending a letter of opposition to the 
County’s proposed water fluoridation plan. 
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
Bob Edwards expressed appreciation to the Council for considering the issue of allowing dogs 
on Montini. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:26 p.m. in the memory of Dr. Donald Martin. 

  

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 4th day of November 2013. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann, MMC 
City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 


