
 

      
 

City of Sonoma  
Design Review Commission 

AGENDA 
Special Meeting of November 5, 2013 - 6:30 P.M. 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA  95476 

 
 
Meeting Length:  No new items will be heard by the Design Review Commission after 10:30 PM, unless 
the Commission, by majority vote, specifically decides to continue reviewing items. If an item is not heard due 
to the length of the meeting, the Commission will attempt to schedule a special meeting for the following 
week. If a special meeting is necessary, potential dates will be established at the close of this meeting, and a 
date set as soon as possible thereafter. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER – Leslie Tippell, Chair 
 

              
Commissioners:   Tom Anderson  
                             Kelso Barnett 
                             Robert McDonald  
                             Micaelia Randolph 

   Christopher Johnson (Alternate) 
 

  
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Presentations by audience members on items not appearing on the agenda. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes from the meeting of September 17, 2013. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 
ITEM #1 –Sign Review 
  
REQUEST: 
Consideration of a new monument 
sign for a community center 
(Sonoma Community Center). 
 
Applicant:   
Sonoma Community Center 
 
Staff:  Wendy Atkins 

 
Project Location: 
276 East Napa Street 
 
General Plan Designation: 
Public Facility (PF) 
 
Zoning: 
Planning Area: 
Central-East Area 
Base: Public Facility (P) 
Overlay: Historic (/H) 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Commission discretion. 
 

 
ITEM #2 – Sign Review and 

Design Review 
  
REQUEST: 
Consideration of design review and 
sign review for a restaurant 
(Sonoma Cheese Factory). 
 
Applicant:   
Sonoma Cheese Factory 
 
Staff:  Wendy Atkins 

 
Project Location: 
2 West Spain Street 
 
General Plan Designation: 
Commercial (C) 
 
Zoning: 
Planning Area: 
Downtown District 
Base: Commercial (C) 
Overlay: Historic (/H) 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Commission discretion. 
 

 



ISSUES UPDATE 

COMMENTS FROM THE COMMISSION 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
I do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board on November 1, 
2013.    
 
ROBIN EVANS, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 
Rights of Appeal:  Any decision of the Design Review Commission may be appealed to the City Council.  
Appeals must be filed with the City Clerk within fifteen (15) calendar days following the Design Review 
Commission’s decision, unless the fifteenth day falls on a weekend or a holiday, in which case the appeal period 
ends at the close of the next working day at City Hall. Appeals must be made in writing and must clearly state the 
reason for the appeal. Appeals will be set for hearing before the City Council on the earliest available agenda.  
 
Copies of all staff reports and documents subject to disclosure that relate to any item of business referred 
to on the agenda are available for public inspection the Monday before each regularly scheduled meeting 
at City Hall, located at No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA, (707) 938-3681.  Any documents subject to disclosure 
that are provided to all, or a majority of all, of the members of the Design Review Commission regarding 
any item on this agenda after the agenda has been distributed will be made available for inspection at the 
Administrative Assistant office, No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA during regular business hours. 
 
If you challenge the action of the Design Review Commission in court, you may be limited to raising only 
those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described on the agenda, or in written 
correspondence delivered to the Administrative Assistant, at or prior to the public hearing. 
 
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk (707) 933-2216. Notification 48 hours before the meeting will enable 
the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  
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City of Sonoma 
Design Review Commission 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
 DRC Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
1 
 
11/05/13 

                                                                                            
Applicant 

Sonoma Community Center 

Project Location 

276 East Napa Street 

Historical Significance 
   Listed on National Register of Historic Places, including Sonoma Plaza district (Significant) 
   Listed on California Register of Historic Resources (Significant) 
    Listed within Local Historic Resources Survey (Potentially Significant) 
   Over 50 years old (Potentially Significant) 
                                   (Year Built: 1915) 
  

Consideration of a new monument sign for a community center (Sonoma Community Center). 

Summary 
 
Monument sign: A new, multisided monument sign 84 square feet in area per side (7 feet tall by 12 feet wide) is proposed in 
front of Andrews Hall near the East Napa Street frontage of the property. The existing two-sided monument sign (31.2 
square feet in area per side) and associated exterior light will be removed. The sign would be located in a ’V’ shape, east of 
the driveway entrance. The structure of the sign would incorporate a field-applied plaster base over a hardie-board material 
over a steel plate. The lettering would consist of cutout letters backlit with L.E.D. lights. The center of the sign would 
include two 22”x34” clear acrylic signs and a 4’x4’ L.E.D. three-color screen, surrounded by a tube steel frame. 
 
Illumination: Illuminated signs are considered generally inappropriate except for businesses that normally operate in the 
evening hours, which is the case for the Sonoma Community Center. The sign would be illuminated from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
daily. Normal hours for the Sonoma Community Center are from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. The applicant has stated that the surface 
brightness will not be greater than one hundred (100) foot-lamberts. 
 
Aggregate Sign Area: Based on the property’s frontage on East Napa Street (330 feet), the maximum aggregate sign area 
allowed for the parcel is 138 square feet. The total aggregate sign area for the property would be ±249 square feet, 
including the proposed monument sign (±168 square feet), the two existing educational freestanding signs (±12 square 
feet), and existing wall sign (±69 square feet).  It should be noted that when calculating the aggregate area of a two-sided 
sign, each face is multiplied by 0.75 (§18.16.021). The proposal is not consistent with this requirement. The applicant is 
requesting a variance from this standard. 
 
Size Limitations: Interiorly illuminated signs shall not exceed 27 square feet in area (§18.20.130). The proposal is not 
consistent with this requirement in each face would have an area of 84 square feet. The applicant is requesting a variance 
from this requirement. 
 
Sign Height: Monument signs are limited to a maximum height of 12 feet (§18.20.120). The proposed freestanding sign 
would have a maximum height of 7 feet. 
 
Number of Signs: Only one monument sign is allowed per property, and a maximum of two signs are normally permitted for 
any one business (§18.16.010). The proposal does not comply with these requirements in that would be three freestanding 
signs and four signs for the property, including the proposed freestanding sign, existing educational freestanding signs, and 
existing wall sign. The applicant is requesting a variance from this standard. 
 
Variances: As noted above, the proposal would exceed the maximum allowable aggregate sign area allowed for the parcel, 
exceed the size limitations for an interiorly illuminated sign, and exceed the number of signs normally allowed for a 
business. The DRC may grant variances from the provisions of the sign ordinance provided that certain findings can be 
made (see below). 
 



 
 

1. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions, not resulting from any act of the owner or applicant, apply to 
the location under consideration and not generally to other businesses or properties in the vicinity; 

 
2. Strict adherence to a regulation may cause unnecessary hardship or prohibit the exercise of creative design, and the 

application submitted is extraordinary and outstanding in design; 
 
3. The exception is the minimum necessary to serve its intended use; 
 
4. The exception is in conformance with the purpose and intent of this title; 
 
5. The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public interest or welfare, or injurious to properties or 

improvements in the vicinity. 
 
 
Other permits required: In addition to the requirements of this title, all signs and building improvements shall be in 
conformance with applicable requirements of the 2010 California Building Code and where required by the 2010 
California Building Code, shall obtain a building permit prior to installation.  
 

Commission Discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Design Review Commission Action 
  Approved   Disapproved   Referred to: _________________   Continued to: _________________ 

   

Roll Call Vote:   _______ Aye   _______ Nay   _______ Abstain   _______ Absent 
 
DRC Conditions or Modifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Attachments 
1. Project narrative 
2. Historical survey 



 
 

3. Sign drawing 
4. Sign materials 
 

 
cc: Sonoma Community Center 
 Attn: Toni Castrone 
 276 East Napa Street 
 Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
 MTP Archicture 

Attn: Mark Perry 
 573 First Street West 
 Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
 Robert Sanders & Co. 
 P.O. Box 1356 
 Sonoma, CA  95476 
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City of Sonoma 
Design Review Commission 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
 DRC Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
2 
 
11/05/13 

                                                                                            
Applicant 

Sonoma Cheese Factory 

Project Location 

2 West Spain Street 

Historical Significance 
   Listed on National Register of Historic Places, including Sonoma Plaza district (Significant) 
   Listed on California Register of Historic Resources (Significant) 
    Listed within Local Historic Resources Survey (Potentially Significant) 
   Over 50 years old (Potentially Significant) 
                                   (Year build 1943) 
         
Request 

Consideration of design review and sign review for a restaurant (Sonoma Cheese Factory). 
Summary 
 
Design Review: The applicant is proposing improvements to the rear façade of the property facing the Casa Grande Parking 
lot. The applicant is proposing to paint the main body of the building Benjamin Moore Barbados sand (1094), the trim 
would be painted Benjamin Moore blazing orange (2011-20), and the doors and upper wall area would be painted Benjamin 
Moore hunter green (2041-10) (see attached color samples). It should be noted that staff encouraged the applicant to paint 
brush-out samples on the building prior to the Design Review Commission (DRC) meeting.  
 
Findings for Project Approval: For projects within the Historic Overlay zone, the Design Review Commission may approve 
an application for architectural review, provided that the following findings can be made (§19.54.080.G): 
1. The project complies with applicable policies and regulations, as set forth in this Development Code, other City 

ordinances, and the General Plan. 
2. On balance, the project is consistent with the intent of applicable design guidelines set forth in the Development Code. 
3. The project responds appropriately to the context of adjacent development, as well as existing site conditions and 

environmental features. 
4. The project will not impair the historic character of its surroundings. 
5. The project substantially preserves the qualities of any significant historic structures or other significant historic 

features on the site. 
6. The project substantially complies with the applicable guidelines set forth in Chapter 19.42 (Historic preservation and 

infill in the Historic Zone). 
 
Sign Review: The applicant is proposing five wall signs on the rear of the building.  Four of the wall signs would be similar 
in design in that each sign would have an area of 11.11 square feet per side (40 inches tall by 40 inches wide). The signs 
would consist of a black aluminum composite sign panel with digital print black graphics (lettering). An additional wall sign 
would be placed on the upper wall area of the building.  The sign would have an area of 24 square feet (4 feet tall by 6 feet 
wide). The sign would consist of a 1/8 inch aluminum composite sign panel with digital print graphics. Copy on the sign 
would include green colored text on a yellow background with an orange boarder. Illumination is not proposed. 
 
Wall Sign Regulations: Wall signs projecting over the property line, including a light box or other part thereof, shall not 
exceed a thickness of 12 inches (§18.20.190). 
 
Aggregate Sign Area: Based on the property’s frontage on West Spain Street (70.5 feet) and secondary frontage along the 
Casa Grande parking area (137), the maximum aggregate sign area allowed for the parcel is 61.6 square feet. The total 
aggregate sign area for the property would be ±184.77 square feet, including the five proposed wall signs (68.44 square 
feet), the existing awning signs (7 square feet), two window signs (20 square feet), and three existing wall signs (89.33 
square feet). The proposal is not consistent with this requirement. The applicant is requesting a variance from this standard. 
 
Size Limitations: Each face of a one-sided sign shall not exceed 48 square feet in area (§18.16.022). The proposal is 
consistent with this requirement. 
 
Number of Signs: A maximum of two signs are permitted for any one business (§18.16.010). The proposal is not consistent 



with this requirement in that there would be twelve signs for the property including the five proposed wall signs, two 
existing awning signs, two existing window signs, and three existing wall signs. The applicant is requesting a variance from 
this requirement. 
 
Variances: As noted above, the proposal would exceed the number of signs normally permitted for any one business. The 
DRC may grant variances from the provisions of the sign ordinance provided that certain findings can be made (see below). 
 
1. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions, not resulting from any act of the owner or applicant, apply to 
the location under consideration and not generally to other businesses or properties in the vicinity. 
 
2. Strict adherence to a regulation may cause unnecessary hardship or prohibit the exercise of creative design, and the 
application submitted is extraordinary and outstanding in design; 
 
3. The exception is the minimum necessary to serve its intended use; 
 
4. The exception is in conformance with the purpose and intent of this title; 
 
5. The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public interest or welfare, or injurious to properties or 
improvements in the vicinity. 
 
Existing Signs: During the site visit, staff observed a portable freestanding sign displayed at the rear of the entrance to the 
restaurant (adjacent to the Casa Grande Parking lot).  Portable freestanding signs require a sign permit to be approved prior 
to displaying the sign. The sign should be removed until it has been approved. 
 
Other permits required: In addition to the requirements of this title, all signs and lighting shall be in conformance with 
applicable requirements of the 2010 California Building Code and where required by the 2010 California Building Code, 
shall obtain a building permit prior to installation. A building permit shall be required for the installation of the new awing. 
 
 
 

 

Commission Discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Design Review Commission Action 
  Approved   Disapproved   Referred to: _________________   Continued to: _________________ 

   

Roll Call Vote:   _______ Aye   _______ Nay   _______ Abstain   _______ Absent 
 
DRC Conditions or Modifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Attachments 
1. Project narrative. 
2. Paint scheme. 
3. Paint color samples. 
4. Signage plan. 

 
cc: Sonoma Cheese Factory 
 2 West Spain Street 
 Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
 Curtis Morris 
 370 West Napa Street 
 Sonoma, CA  95476-6517 
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