
 

      
 

City of Sonoma  
Design Review and Historic  

Preservation Commission 
AGENDA 

Regular Meeting of January 21, 2014 - 6:30 P.M. 
Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA  95476 
 

 
Meeting Length:  No new items will be heard by the Design Review and Historic Preservation 
Commission after 10:30 PM, unless the Commission, by majority vote, specifically decides to continue 
reviewing items. If an item is not heard due to the length of the meeting, the Commission will attempt to 
schedule a special meeting for the following week. If a special meeting is necessary, potential dates will be 
established at the close of this meeting, and a date set as soon as possible thereafter. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER – Leslie Tippell, Chair 
 

              
Commissioners:   Tom Anderson  
                             Kelso Barnett 
                             Robert McDonald  
                             Micaelia Randolph 
                             Christopher Johnson (Alternate) 

    
 

  
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Presentations by audience members on items not appearing on the agenda. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 
ITEM #1 – CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
These items will be acted upon in one 
motion unless removed from the 
Consent Calendar for discussion by 
Commissioners or any interested party. 
 
Staff:   Wendy Atkins 
 

  
Request: 
 
Request to install banners on Plaza 
light standards -- Quarryhill 
Botanical Gardens. 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Approve. 

 
 
 
 

 
ITEM #2 – Sign and Design 

Review  
  
REQUEST: 
Consideration of a new awning and 
a sign program for a drive-thru 
coffee facility (Dutch Bros. Coffee). 
 
Applicant:   
RFJ Enterprises, Inc.  
dba Dutch Bros. Coffee  
 
Staff:  Wendy Atkins 

 
Project Location: 
711 Broadway 
 
General Plan Designation: 
Mixed Use (MU) 
 
Zoning: 
Planning Area: 
Broadway Corridor 
Base: Mixed Use (MX) 
Overlay: Historic (/H) 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Commission discretion. 
 



 
ITEM #3 –Design Review 
  
REQUEST: 
Consideration of a new Automated 
Teller Machine (ATM) and external 
building modifications for a bank 
(Redwood Credit Union). 
 
Applicant:   
Roland Lassarotto  
 
Staff:  Wendy Atkins 

 
Project Location: 
500 West Napa Street, Suite 500 
 
General Plan Designation: 
Commercial (C) 
 
Zoning: 
Planning Area: 
West Napa/Sonoma Corridor 
Base: Commercial (C) 
Overlay: None 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Commission discretion. 
 

ITEM #4 –Design Review 
  
REQUEST: 
Consideration of outdoor lighting 
for a commercial building  
(Roche Winery). 
 
Applicant:   
Roche Winery 
 
Staff:  Wendy Atkins 

Project Location: 
122 West Spain Street 

 
General Plan Designation: 
Medium Density Residential (MR) 
 
Zoning: 
Planning Area: 
Downtown District 
Base: 
Medium Density Residential (R-M) 
Overlay: Historic (/H) 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Commission discretion. 
 

 
ITEM #5 – Design and Landscape 

Review  
  
REQUEST: 
Consideration of a new awning, 
outdoor fireplace and arbor, 
fountain, fence, and landscape  
plan for a mixed-use building 
(Williams-Sonoma). 
 
Applicant:   
Bud Cope C/O Williams-Sonoma  
 
Staff:  Wendy Atkins 

 
Project Location: 
599 Broadway 
 
General Plan Designation: 
Commercial (C) 
 
Zoning: 
Planning Area: 
Broadway Corridor 
Base: Commercial (C) 
Overlay: Historic (/H) 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Commission discretion. 
 

 

ISSUES UPDATE 

COMMENTS FROM THE COMMISSION 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
I do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board on January 17, 
2014.    
 
ROBIN EVANS, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 
Rights of Appeal:  Any decision of the Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission may be 
appealed to the City Council.  Appeals must be filed with the City Clerk within fifteen (15) calendar days following 
the Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission’s decision, unless the fifteenth day falls on a weekend or 
a holiday, in which case the appeal period ends at the close of the next working day at City Hall. Appeals must be 



made in writing and must clearly state the reason for the appeal. Appeals will be set for hearing before the City 
Council on the earliest available agenda.  
 
Copies of all staff reports and documents subject to disclosure that relate to any item of business referred 
to on the agenda are available for public inspection the Monday before each regularly scheduled meeting 
at City Hall, located at No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA, (707) 938-3681.  Any documents subject to disclosure 
that are provided to all, or a majority of all, of the members of the Design Review Commission regarding 
any item on this agenda after the agenda has been distributed will be made available for inspection at the 
Administrative Assistant office, No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA during regular business hours. 
 
If you challenge the action of the Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described on the 
agenda, or in written correspondence delivered to the Administrative Assistant, at or prior to the public 
hearing. 
 
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk (707) 933-2216. Notification 48 hours before the meeting will enable 
the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  



Item # 1 

Memo 
 

DATE: January 21, 2014 

TO: Design Review Commissioners 
 

FROM: Wendy Atkins, Associate Planner 

SUBJECT: Request to install banners on Plaza light standards—Quarryhill Botanical Garden 

 
 

The Quarryhill Botanical Gardens is proposing to install banners on Plaza light standards from April 7, 
2014, to June 4, 2014. The banners are consistent with the Plaza Banner Administrative Policy approved 
by the City Council on May 21, 2008.  

If approved, the applicant shall submit a fee in the amount of $1,380 to the City of Sonoma. This fee will 
cover the costs of installing and removing the banners, the staff time required to support installing and 
removing banners, and associated City administrative expenses.  

 

 
Attachments  

1. Plaza Banner Form 
2. Sample of proposed banners 

 
 
 
 
cc: Sonoma Valley Film Society 
 Attn: Mary Catherine Cutcliffe 
 P.O. Box 1613 
 Sonoma, CA  95476 
 

Terry Melberg, Parks Supervisor 
 
Colleen Pratt, Public Works Administrative Assistant 
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City of Sonoma 
Design Review and Historic 
Preservation Commission 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
 DRHPC Agenda 

Item: 
 

Meeting Date: 

 
2 
 
 
01/21/14 

                                                                                            
Applicant 

RFJ Enterprises, Inc. dba Dutch Bros Coffee 

Project Location 

711 Broadway 

Historical Significance 
   Listed on National Register of Historic Places, including Sonoma Plaza district (Significant) 
   Listed on California Register of Historic Resources (Significant) 
    Listed within Local Historic Resources Survey (Potentially Significant) 
   Over 50 years old (Potentially Significant) 
                                   Year Built: 1950 This property is listed on the Broadway Street Historic District as a Non-contributor. 
 
Request 

Consideration of a new awning and a sign program for a drive-thru coffee facility. (Dutch Bros. Coffee). 

Summary 
Background: On March 15, 2011, the Design Review Commission approved a sign program associated with the remodeling 
of the coffee shop and the flower shop. The sign program consisted of two externally illuminated two sided hanging signs 
(15 square feet in area per side), an externally illuminated two sided freestanding sign (30 square feet in area per side), and a 
wall-mounted sign (36 square feet in area) for the flower shop. On December 12, 2013, the Planning Commission approved 
a Use Permit application to allow a formula restaurant on a commercial property located at 711 Broadway. The following is 
the Planning Commission Condition of Approval relating to site design and architectural review: 

• Exterior changes to the building (including new paint colors) and any new or altered landscaping or lighting shall 
be subject to the review and approval of the Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission (DRHPC). As 
normally required, the applicant/property owner shall submit a sign permit for the business, subject to review and 
approval by City Staff or the DRHPC as appropriate. The DRHPC shall carefully scrutinize proposed color changes 
to ensure compatibility with the character of Broadway and avoid a corporate appearance. 

 
Awning: The proposal involves the installation of three new awnings on the building. The awnings would be installed on a 
welded aluminum frame above the south, east and north portions of the building. In terms of compatibility, the exterior color 
scheme of the building is a brown color with Benjamin Moore van Deusen blue (HC-155) fascia. A drawing of the awning 
(see attached Awning Plan) and samples of awning materials and colors are attached for consideration. The proposed 
awnings are comprised of three awnings with the following dimensions:  1) south portion (14 feet long and 1 foot 7 inches 
high); 2) east portion (13 feet long and 1 foot 7 inches high); and, 3) north portion (10 feet long and 1 foot 7 inches high). 
The awnings would be composed of a blue colored canvas fabric (see attached samples). The awnings would be installed on 
a grey colored aluminum frame. With regard to Building Code requirements, the vertical clearance from the walking surface, 
shall be 80 inches (Building Code §1003.3.1).  The proposal complies with these standards in that the awning would provide 
between 88 to 90 inches of clearance above the walkway.  It should be noted that none of the awnings will protrude into the 
drive lane areas. The purpose of the awning is to provide weather and solar related benefits, and architectural and business 
visibility assets. 
 
Findings for Project Approval: For projects within the Historic Overlay zone or a Local Historic District and projects 
involving historically significant resources, the Design Review Commission may approve an application for architectural 
review, provided that the following findings can be made (§19.54.080.G): 

• The project complies with applicable policies and regulations, as set forth in this Development Code, other City 
ordinances, and the General Plan. 

• On balance, the project is consistent with the intent of applicable design guidelines set forth in the Development 
Code. 

• The project responds appropriately to the context of adjacent development, as well as existing site conditions and 
environmental features. 

• The project will not impair the historic character of its surroundings. 



 
 

• The project substantially preserves the qualities of any significant historic structures or other significant historic 
features on the site. 

• The project substantially complies with the applicable guidelines set forth in Chapter 19.42 (Historic preservation 
and infill in the Historic Zone). 

• The project substantially complies with any applicable preservation plan or other guidelines or requirements 
pertaining to a local historic district as designated through section 19.42.020. 

• The project substantially complies with the applicable Secretary of Interior Standards and Guidelines for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties. 

 
Signs: The applicant is proposing a new sign program for the building consisting of sixteen signs (including the flower 
business sign). The following signs shall be included as part of the sign program review: 

• 1 each (two-sided) 28 square foot freestanding sign (monument); 
• 1 each (one-sided) 6.5 square foot freestanding sign (menu sign at drive-thru); 
• 2 each (one-sided) 16 square hanging signs (projecting) 
• 2 each (one-sided) 8 square foot wall signs (2) (wall) 
• 1 each (one-sided) 36 square foot wall signs  (flower shop) 
• 2 each (one-sided) 1.6 square foot window signs (“Dutch Bros. coffee”) (illuminated window signs) 
• 2 each (one-sided 1.75 square foot window signs (“open”) (illuminated window signs) 
• 1 each (one-sided) 3.75 square foot window sign (at drive-thru window) (window sign) 
• 1 each (one-sided) 3.75 square foot wall sign (at walk-up window) (wall sign) 
• 3 each (one-sided) 1.1 square foot awning signs (awning sign) 
 

Externally Illuminated Monument Sign (monument): The applicant is proposing to repaint and reface the externally 
illuminated two-sided existing freestanding (monument) sign with a new sign face 14 square-feet per side (7 feet wide by 2 
feet tall). The sign would utilize blue, red, and yellow colored copy with a white background. In terms of construction, the 
sign would employ raised individual acrylic letters, rerouted ½” thick applied to metal material. The monument sign is 
proposed to be illuminated with existing landscape floodlights.  
 
Menu Sign at Drive-thru: A one-sided freestanding (monument) sign is proposed in the drive-thru area with an area of 6.5 
square feet (2 feet wide by 3.25 feet tall). The sign would utilize multi-colored text on a multi-colored background. In terms 
of construction, the sign would employ a steel frame, which would be painted to match the existing brown color of the 
building. The sign face would be composed of press board encased with an all-weather finish. 
 
Freestanding Size and Height Regulations: Externally illuminated signs shall not exceed 32 square feet in area; non-
illuminated freestanding sigs are limited to 48 square feet in area. Each face of a two-sided interiorly-illuminated sign 
shall not exceed 18 feet (§18.20.130). Freestanding signs are limited to a maximum height of 12 feet (§18.20.120). The 
monument sign is consistent with this requirement in that it has an existing area of 28 square feet. The modified 
monument sign has a height of 7.5 feet and the proposed menu sign has a height of 6 feet 3 inches. 
 
Projecting Signs (hanging signs): Two existing one-sided projecting signs are proposed to be refaced. The projecting signs 
would have an area of 16 square feet  (8 feet wide by 2 feet tall), utilizing blue, red, and yellow text on a white background. 
In terms of construction, the projecting signs would employ raised individual acrylic letters, routed ½ inch thick on a metal 
background. The projecting signs are proposed to be located under the existing canopy. The applicant has indicated that 
illumination is proposed in the form of the existing wall floodlights. 
 
Projecting Sign Regulations: Projecting signs shall not exceed nine square feet in area on each side. Projecting signs shall 
no project over four feet from any wall surface nor be closer than four feet to any curb line of a public street. No projecting 
sigh shall extend above the top level of the wall upon or in front of which it is situated, or in the case of buildings having 
sloping roofs, above the eves of the roof (§18.20.150). The projecting signs are not consistent with this requirement in that 
each sign face would have an area of 16 square feet.  
 
Wall Sign (Dutch Bros): Two one-sided wall signs are proposed.  The wall signs would have an area of 8 square feet (8 feet 
wide by 1 foot tall), utilizing blue and red colored letters with a white and yellow outline. The wall signs would be 
constructed of raised individual acrylic letters, routed ½ inch thick applied to the existing stucco wall. Illumination is 
proposed in the form of a bronze colored LED gooseneck luminaire (see attached specification sheet). 
 
Wall Sign (flower shop): One one-sided wall sign is proposed.  The existing wall sign is 9 feet wide by 4 feet tall (36 square 
feet in area). Illumination is not proposed. 



 
 

 
 
Wall Sign (at walk-up window): One wall sign is proposed adjacent to the walk-up window (north facing elevation). The 
wall sign would have an area of 3.75 feet (1.5 feet wide by 2.5 feet tall), utilizing multi-colored text on a multi-colored 
background. In terms of construction, the sign face would be composed of press board encased with an all-weather finish. 
Illumination is not proposed. 
 
Wall Sign Regulations (§18.20.190): Wall signs projecting over the property line, including a light ox or other part thereof, 
shall not exceed a thickness of 12 inches. The maximum size for an internally illuminated wall sign is 48 square feet. The 
wall signs comply with this requirement. 
 
Window Sign (at drive-thru window): One window sign is proposed at the drive-thru window. The sign would have an 
area of 3.75 feet (1.5 feet wide by 2.5 feet tall), utilizing multi-colored text on a multi-colored background. In terms of 
construction, the sign would be composed of press board encased with an all-weather finish. It would be applied to the 
window with two sided tape. Illumination is not proposed. 
 
Illuminated Window Signs (open): Two illuminated “open” signs are proposed. The signs would be located on the north and 
south facing elevations. The signs would have an area of 0.55 square feet (1.33 feet wide by 0.42 feet tall). In terms of color 
and materials, the neon signs would be red in color. 
 
Illuminated Window Signs (Dutch Bros. Coffee): Two illuminated “Dutch Bros. Coffee” signs are proposed. The signs 
would be located on the north and south facing elevations. The signs would have an area of 1.64 square feet (1.17 feet wide 
by 1.40 feet tall). In terms of color and materials, the neon signs would be blue and red in color. 
 
Illuminated Window Sign Regulations (§18.20.130):  One illuminated window sign no more than two square feet in area 
may be permitted. Such a sign shall be counted as one sign, and shall be included in the aggregate sign area. A neon sign 
shall be considered an illuminated window sign. The proposal does not meet this requirement in that there would be four 
illuminated window signs for the business. 
 
Window Sign Regulations (§18.20.200): Permanent or temporary window signs shall not cover more than 20 percent of the 
aggregate area of each window facing a public right-of-way. Permanent window sings shall require review by the DRHPC, 
and shall be included in the total aggregate sign area allowable for the site. All four windows have an area of approximately 
of 15 square feet. The following is a summary of the window coverage ratios: 

• South facing window (Dutch Bros. Coffee): this sign would result in ±1.64 square feet of window signage, or a 
coverage of 11% of the window. This sign meets the requirements 

• South facing window (open): this sign would result in 0.55 square feet of window signage, or a coverage of 4% of 
the window. This sign meets the requirements. 

• North facing window (Dutch Bros. Coffee and open): these signs would result in 2.19 square feet of window 
signage, or a coverage of 15% of the window. This sign meets the requirements. 

• East facing window (menu): this sign would result in 3.75 square feet of window signage, or a coverage of 25% of 
the window. This sign does not meet the requirements. 

 
Awning Signs: Three awning signs are proposed on the north, east, and south facing elevations. The one-sided signs are 
proposed to have an area of ±1.12 square feet (2.67 feet wide by 0.42 feet tall). The sign is proposed to be painted onto the 
awning. 
 
The applicant has stated that the surface brightness of all illuminated signs will not be greater than one hundred (100) foot-
lamberts. 
 
Aggregate Sign Area: Based on the site’s primary frontage on Broadway (±107 feet) and secondary frontage on Andrieux 
Street (±140 feet), the property has an allowable aggregate sign area of 76 square feet.  The total aggregate sign area for the 
property would be ±127.24 square feet, including the 2 freestanding signs (28 square feet), 2 projecting signs (32 square 
feet); 4 wall signs (55.75 square feet), 5 window signs (8.13 square feet), and 3 awning signs (3.36 square feet).  
 
Existing Signs: During the site visit, staff observed an illuminated window sign displayed in the window of the flower shop.  
This signs has not been approved and should be removed. 
 
Exemption Sign Regulations :( §18.12.080): Identification, directional, or information signs not exceeding one square foot in 
area, and four in number may be erected without a permit provided they are not illuminated and contain no reflective painted 



 
 

material. These signs shall not be included in the measurement of total allowable sign area on a site. 
 
Sign Program (18.20.1800: A shopping center may develop a sign program for all tenants within the center which, after 
approval by the DRHPC, may be administered by the shopping center administrations.  Signs not in conformance with the 
approved program just be reviewed by the planning director or his her designee or the DRHPC. 
 
Other permits required: In addition to the requirements of this title, the project shall be in conformance with applicable 
requirements of the 2013 California Building Code and where required by the 2013 California Building Code, shall obtain a 
building permit prior to installation. In addition, Section 807.2 of the Fire Code requires testing by an approved agency 
meeting the NFPA 701 flame propagation standards or the materials shall be noncombustible. Reports of test results shall be 
submitted to the Fire Code Official prior to issuance of a building permit and to the Planning Department before the DRHPC 
can review the application. An Encroachment Permit shall be required for all work performed in the public right-of-way. 
Please contact the Building Department at (707) 938-3681 for information regarding City Encroachment Permits.  
 
Note: The applicant has indicated that the awning will be treated and receive a fire retardant certificate when the 
material is treated. The Planning and Fire Department shall not approve a building permit application until the Fire 
Department verifies that the awning meets the NFPA 701 flame propagation standards. 
 
Outdoor Seating: No outdoor seating is proposed. Any future plans for outdoor shall require review by the Planning 
Department. 

Commission Discussion 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission Action
  Approved   Disapproved   Referred to: _________________   Continued to: _________________ 

   

Roll Call Vote:   _______ Aye   _______ Nay   _______ Abstain   _______ Absent 
 
DRHPC Conditions or Modifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments 

1. Project narratives 
2. Sign pictures 
3. Awing pictures 
4. Awing sample 

 

 



 
 

 
cc:  RJF Enterprises, Inc. 
  dba Dutch Bros. Coffee 
  311 Chico Canyon Road 
  Chico, CA  95928 
 
  Lippow Development Co. 
  P.O. Box 469 
  Martinez, CA  94553 
 

Alan Jones, Administrative Captain 
 

  Mary Martinez 
  P.O. Box 534 
  Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
  Patricia Cullinan, vía email 
 
  Yvonne bowers, via email 
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City of Sonoma 
Design Review and Historic 
Preservation Commission 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
 DRHPC Agenda 

Item: 
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01/21/14 

                                                                                            
Applicant 

Roland Lassarotto 

Project Location 

500 West Napa Street, Suite 500 

Historical Significance 
   Listed on National Register of Historic Places, including Sonoma Plaza district 
   Listed on California Register of Historic Resources 
    Listed within Local Historic Resources Survey (Potentially Significant) 
   Over 50 years old 
                                    Year built: 1959 
 
Request 

Consideration of a new Automated Teller Machine and external building modifications for a bank (Redwood Credit 
Union). 

Summary 
Redwood Union Bank is in the process of relocating from its current location in suite 542 to suite 500 (previous location of 
Blockbuster Video). 
 
Façade Improvements: One additional window would be located on the east facing façade (facing Fifth Street West). The 
windows would consist of Kawneer Trifab 400 features (see attached specification sheet) with an aluminum finish bronze in 
color (color and material samples will be provided at the DRHPC meeting). In addition, the existing slump block wall will be 
removed on the east facing elevation. 
 
Entry Modifications: The entry on the south facing elevation of the building would be modified to accommodate an exterior, 
ATM along with the installation of a new main entrance door. The doors would consist of Kawneer Trifab 400 features (see 
attached specification sheet) with an aluminum finish bronze in color (color samples will be provided at the DRHPC 
meeting). This area would be lit by existing lights under the arcade. The ATM also includes built in task lighting and a small 
internally illuminated sign (see attached photo). The applicant is proposing to relocate the existing ATM machine from its 
existing location at suite 542 to the proposed location at suite 500. 
 
ATM Sign: a sign is proposed in conjunction with the ATM. A one-sided ATM sign is proposed on the south facing 
elevation 3 square feet in area (1 foot tall by 3 feet wide). Copy on the sign would consist of green letters on a white 
background. The applicant has indicated that the ATM sign will be illuminated 24-hours per day. 
 
Note: The door and window finish for existing tenant spaces includes an aluminum finish, which is silver in color.  The 
applicant has indicated that it is the intent of the property owner to replace all door and window finishes with a bronze 
colored finish sometime in the future. The intent of the color finish color change is to match the bronze color incorporated in 
the new sign program. 
 
Signs: Signage for the business/property is being finalized and will be submitted for consideration at a future DRHPC 
meeting. The proposal will likely include a new wall sign on the front facade and an arcade (hanging sign). 
 
Findings for Project Approval: In order to approve any application for site design and architectural review, the DRHPC 
must make the following findings: 

a.  The project complies with applicable policies and regulations, as set forth in this development code (except for 
approved variances and exceptions), other city ordinances, and the general plan; 
b. On balance, the project is consistent with the intent of applicable design guidelines set forth in this development code; 
and 
c. The project responds appropriately to the context of adjacent development, as well as existing site conditions and 



 
 

environmental features. 
  
Other permits required: In addition to the requirements of this title, the awning shall be in conformance with applicable 
requirements of the 2013 California Building Code and where required by the 2013 California Building Code, shall obtain a 
building permit prior to installation. An Encroachment Permit shall be required for all work performed in the public right-of-
way. Please contact the Building Department at (707) 933-3681 for information regarding City Encroachment Permits. 
 
 
 

Commission Discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission Action
  Approved   Disapproved   Referred to: _________________   Continued to: _________________ 

   

Roll Call Vote:   _______ Aye   _______ Nay   _______ Abstain   _______ Absent 
 
DRHPC Conditions or Modifications 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Attachments 

1. ATM picture 
2. Project narrative  
3. Window and door specification sheets 
4. Site plan and elevations 
 
cc: Roland Lazzarotto 
 564 Boulevard Way 
 Piedmont, CA  94610-1523 
 
 Redwood Credit Union 
 Attn: Steve Howard 
 500 West Napa Street, Suite 500 
 Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
 Sonoma Valley Center LLC 
 P.O. Box 2745 
 Antioch, CA  94531-2745 
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Item: 
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01/21/14 

                                                                                            
Applicant 

Roche Winery, LLC 

Project Location 

122 West Spain Street 

Historical Significance 
   Listed on National Register of Historic Places, including Sonoma Plaza district (Significant) 
   Listed on California Register of Historic Resources (Significant) 
    Listed within Local Historic Resources Survey (Potentially Significant) 
   Over 50 years old (Potentially Significant) 
 Year Built: Circa 1920 
 
Request 

Consideration of outdoor lighting for a commercial building (Roche Winery). 

Summary 
 
Background: On December 20, 2011, the Design Review Commission approved outdoor lighting for the property.  At this 
time the applicant is returning the DRHPC with a revised design for outdoor lighting. 
 
Exterior Light Poles: The applicant is proposing to place four decorative gas lamps along the front of the property north of 
the existing landscape area (see attached drawings). The proposed lamps would be attached to in-ground concrete footings 
and mounted on a cast iron black post. The purpose of the lamps is to add charm to the property and add a minimal amount 
of light. The applicant is proposing to illuminate the lamps from sundown to 10 p.m. seven days per week. Normal business 
hours are from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days per week. A lighting plan has not been provided by the applicant. The 
Development Code requires that an electrical or lighting plan demonstrate that the dispersal of light on the ground surface 
eliminate light spillage beyond the project’s boundaries. (§19.40.030.B). 

 
Required Findings: For projects within the Historic Overlay zone, the Design Review Commission may approve an 
application for architectural review, provided that the following findings can be made (§19.54.080.G): 
1. The project complies with applicable policies and regulations, as set forth in the Development Code, other City 

ordinances, and the General Plan. 
2. On balance, the project is consistent with the intent of applicable design guidelines set forth in the Development Code. 
3. The project responds appropriately to the context of adjacent development, as well as existing site conditions and 

environmental features. 
4. The project will not impair the historic character of its surroundings. 
5. The project substantially preserves the qualities of any significant historic structures or other significant historic 

features on the site. 
 
Other permits required: In addition to the requirements of this title, all lighting shall be in conformance with applicable 
requirements of the 2013 California Building Code and where required by the 2013 California Building Code, shall obtain a 
building permit prior to installation.  
 

 

 

Commission Discussion 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission Action
  Approved   Disapproved   Referred to: _________________   Continued to: _________________ 

   

Roll Call Vote:   _______ Aye   _______ Nay   _______ Abstain   _______ Absent 
 
DRHPC Conditions or Modifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Attachments: 
1. Historic Resource Inventory 
2. Light drawing 
3. Site plan and light drawing 
 
 

cc: Roche Winery 
 122 West Span Street 
 Sonoma, CA  95476 
 

George “N” Green 
C/O Orion Property Management 
470 First Street East 

 Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
 Robert Sanders & Co. 

 P.O. Box 1356 
 Sonoma, CA  95476 
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01/21/14 

                                                                                            
Applicant 

BVD Cope C/O Williams-Sonoma 

Project Location 

599 Broadway 

Historical Significance 
   Listed on National Register of Historic Places, including Sonoma Plaza district (Significant) 
   Listed on California Register of Historic Resources (Significant) 
    Listed within Local Historic Resources Survey (Potentially Significant) 
   Over 50 years old (Potentially Significant) 
                                   Year Built: 1950 
 
Request 

Consideration of a new awning, outdoor fireplace and arbor, fountain, fence, and landscape plan for a mixed-use 
building. (Williams-Sonoma). 

Summary 
Background: On October 10, 2013, the Planning Commission approved a Use Permit and Parking Exception to establish a 
cooking school and café with a retail component and industry accommodation residential unit within the existing building 
located at 599 Broadway (the building has historically been used for general retail, a catering business, and a restaurant). On 
November 19, 2013, the Design Review Commission approved building elevation details, exterior colors and materials, 
lighting, trash enclosure, and a bicycle rack for the building. At this time the applicant is before the Design Review and 
Historic Preservation Commission for consideration of a new awning, an outdoor fireplace and arbor, a fountain, a fence, 
and a landscape plan. 
 
Awning: The proposal involves the installation of a new awning on the building. The awning would be installed on a welded 
aluminum frame above the Broadway entrance of the building.  The awning “eyebrow” is proposed to be painted Benjamin 
Moore mountain peak white (OC-121), which would match the white color in the awning stripe. In terms of compatibility, 
the exterior color scheme of the building is a white color [Benjamin Moore mountain peak white (OC121)].  A drawing of 
the awning (see attached page A3.1) and samples of awning materials and colors are attached for consideration. The 
proposed awning is comprised of one awning approximately 12.6 feet long and 3.5 feet high (including the awning 
“eyebrow”). The awning would be composed of a black and white colored canvas fabric (see attached samples). The awning 
would be installed on a black colored aluminum frame. With regard to Building Code requirements, the vertical clearance 
from the public right-of-way to the lowest part of any awning, including valances, shall be 7 feet (Building Code §3202.2.3).  
In addition, awnings may extend over public property not more than two-thirds the width of the sidewalk measured from the 
building. Stanchions or columns that support awnings, canopies, marquees and signs shall be located not less than 2 feet in 
from the curb line (Building Code §3202.3.1). The proposal complies with these standards in that the awning would provide 
9.5 feet of clearance above the public walkway, and would extend only 2 feet 8 inches from the face of the building resulting 
in 12.5 feet of clearance from the end of the awning to the face of the curb.  The purpose of the awning is to provide weather 
protection for the store entrance. 
 
Outdoor fireplace and arbor: An outdoor fireplace and cooking area is proposed along the northern portion of the property 
(near the center of the property). The fireplace would have a height of approximately twelve feet and would consist of a 
Napa ledge stone veneer finish. It should be noted that the outdoor fireplace and trellis must be setback at least five feet from 
the north property line. In addition, a 9 foot tall (414 square foot) timber arbor is proposed south of the outdoor fireplace and 
cooking area. 
 
Fountain: A 16 foot long fountain is proposed to the west of the outdoor fireplace and arbor area.  The fountain would be 
constructed of a Napa ledge stone veneer finish and would include a seven foot tall wall, which would allow water to lightly 
trickle down the face over an irregular stone finish. The fountain basin would be illuminated with one uplights onto the wall 
and culinary center logo. The proposed lighting feature is a Hydrel 4800 LED base or yoke mount fountain fixture (see 



 
 

attached specification sheet). 
 
Fence: A 6.5 foot tall fence is proposed on the north and south property lines. On the north property line the fencing would 
run from the proposed stone wall (near the fountain) east to the culinary center building and continue west to be in line with 
the front of the home to the north. On the south property line the fencing would run from the new garden entry to the 
building wall of the residence. The fence would be constructed of wood in a lap joint design. 
 
Findings for Project Approval: For projects within the Historic Overlay zone or a Local Historic District and projects 
involving historically significant resources, the Design Review Commission may approve an application for architectural 
review, provided that the following findings can be made (§19.54.080.G): 
1. The project complies with applicable policies and regulations, as set forth in this Development Code, other City 

ordinances, and the General Plan. 
2. On balance, the project is consistent with the intent of applicable design guidelines set forth in the Development Code. 
3. The project responds appropriately to the context of adjacent development, as well as existing site conditions and 

environmental features. 
4. The project will not impair the historic character of its surroundings. 
5. The project substantially preserves the qualities of any significant historic structures or other significant historic 

features on the site. 
6. The project substantially complies with the applicable guidelines set forth in Chapter 19.42 (Historic preservation and 

infill in the Historic Zone). 
7. The project substantially complies with any applicable preservation plan or other guidelines or requirements pertaining 

to a local historic district as designated through section 19.42.020. 
8. The project substantially complies with the applicable Secretary of Interior Standards and Guidelines for the Treatment 

of Historic Properties. 
 
Signs: Any proposed signs shall be subject to DRC review or staff review, as applicable. 
 
Landscaping Plan: At this time the applicant is requesting review of a landscape plan (attached) for the property. The 
applicant is proposing to plant six capital pear trees, one Chinese pistache, two swan hill fruitless olive trees, and one 
crape myrtle, which would be supplemented with shrubs, grasses, vines and espaliers, and groundcovers. In addition, the 
landscape area will include four sections of permeable quarry stone (sequoia sandstone in color). All landscaping 
proposed in the public right-of-way shall require approval by the Public Works Department and Caltrans. 
 
Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance: Although not required (as the property is a historical site registered in the California 
Register or the National Register of Historic Places), but encouraged, the applicant has submitted WELO documentation. A 
legend listing proposed species and planting sizes is provided for reference. In addition, water budget calculations prepared 
by the landscape architect (attached) demonstrate compliance with Sonoma Municipal Code §14.32, Water Efficient 
Landscaping. The calculations indicate that the proposed landscaping would utilize 55,596 gallons or 98% of the associated 
annual water budget allotment of 56,545 gallons. 
 
Other permits required: In addition to the requirements of this title, the project shall be in conformance with applicable 
requirements of the 2013 California Building Code and where required by the 2013 California Building Code, shall obtain a 
building permit prior to installation. In addition, Section 807.2 of the Fire Code requires testing by an approved agency 
meeting the NFPA 701 flame propagation standards or the materials shall be noncombustible. Reports of test results shall be 
submitted to the Fire Code Official prior to issuance of a building permit and to the Planning Department before the Design 
Review and Historic Preservation Commission can review the application. An Encroachment Permit shall be required for all 
work performed in the public right-of-way. Please contact the Building Department at (707) 938-3681 for information 
regarding City Encroachment Permits. In addition, The applicant/business shall obtain a Sidewalk Seating Permit from the 
Planning Department for seating proposed on the sidewalk directly in front of the business on Broadway. The sidewalk 
seating shall comply with the standards and limitations set forth under Chapter 12.06 of the Sonoma Municipal Code, 
including proof of insurance (sidewalks along State Highway 12 may be subject to Caltrans requirements). 
 

Commission Discussion 

 

 
 



 
 

Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission Action
  Approved   Disapproved   Referred to: _________________   Continued to: _________________ 

   

Roll Call Vote:   _______ Aye   _______ Nay   _______ Abstain   _______ Absent 
 
DRHPC Conditions or Modifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments 
1.        Project narrative 
2.        City of Sonoma Maximum Applied Water Allowance Form, Estimated Total Water Use Calculations, and Hydrozone 

Table Form 
3.        Fountain lighting specification sheet (Hydrel 4800) 
4.        Awning sample 
5.        Flame propagation standards 
6.        Permeable quarry stone specification sheet 
7.        Landscape plan (dated January 10, 2014) 
8.        Awning elevation and plan  
9.        Certificate of Flame Retardance 
10.       Awning detail 
11.       Landscape plan 
12.       Planting plan 
13.       Irrigation plan 
14.       Irrigation legend and notes 
15.       Irrigation details 
16.      Site details & elevations 
 

 
cc:  BVD Cope 
  C/O Williams-Sonoma 
  3250 Van Ness Avenue 
  San Francisco, CA  94109 
 
  Williams-Sonoma Inc. 
  3250 Van Ness Avenue 
  San Francisco, CA  94109 
 
  Crane Architecture 
  905 Fourth Street 
  San Rafael, CA  94901 
 

Alan Jones, Administrative Captain 
 
  Kara Lilledahl, via email 
 
  Mary Martinez 
  P.O. Box 534 
  Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
  Patricia Cullinan, vía email 
 
  Yvonne bowers, via email 
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