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5:30 P.M. – SPECIAL MEETING - CLOSED SESSION  

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 At 5:00 p.m. Mayor Rouse called the meeting to order.  No one from the public was 

present to provide public testimony on the closed session item.  The Council recessed 
into closed session with all members present.  City Manager Giovanatto and City 
Attorney Walter were also present.  Public Works Director Takasugi was present for item 
two. 

 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL -- ANTICIPATED LITIGATION -   Significant 
exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) or (3) of subdivision (d) of Cal. Gov't Code 
section 54956.9:  One potential case. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS, pursuant to Government Code 
§54956.8.  Property:  Field of Dreams, located behind the Sonoma Police Department and 
Community Meeting Room at 177 First Street West.  Agency Negotiators:  Dan Takasugi and 
Carol E. Giovanatto.  Negotiating Parties: Richard Goertzen.  Under Negotiation:  Price and 
terms of payment. 
 

6:00 P.M. – REGULAR MEETING   

 
The City Council reconvened in open session and Mayor Rouse called the meeting to order at 
6:00 p.m.  Ashley Kimball, Miss Sonoma County, led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Rouse and Councilmembers Barbose, Brown, Cook and Gallian 
ABSENT:     None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann, City 
Attorney Walter, Administrative Assistant Gipson, Planning Director Goodison, Public Works 
Director Takasugi. 
  
REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION – Mayor Rouse reported that no action had been taken. 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Tony Geraldi introduced 2013 Miss Sonoma County and invited all to attend the March 2 Miss 
Sonoma County Scholarship Pageant at the Spreckles Performing Arts Center in Rohnert Park.  
He also introduced Gina Cuclis who would serve as one of the celebrity judges.  
 
Ms. Kimball stated that she had totally enjoyed the events she had attended in Sonoma and 
thanked the City of Sonoma for wonderful memories of her 2013 reign. 
 
Terry Leen introduced himself as the new Commander of American Legion Jack London Post 
#489. 
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2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 
Clm. Brown dedicated the meeting in the memory of Robert August “Bob” Leen.  He announced 
his office hours at City Hall every Tuesday from 1 – 2 p.m.  He stated that the Friends of the 
Library sale would occur February 19 through the 22nd and asked that everyone support the 
library. 
 
Clm. Gallian thanked Public Works personnel for their excellent response during the January 8 
rainstorm.  She reported visiting with Assembly Member Marc Levine at his Saturday District 
Office held at the Sonoma Valley Library. 
 

3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the City Council would conduct a joint session with the 
Planning Commission to discuss wine tasting facilities on February 24 at the Sonoma 
Community Center.  A reception honoring Alcaldessa Suzanne Brangham would be held  
February 27 at Vintage House. 
 

4. PRESENTATIONS  

 
Mayor Rouse commented stated that the presentation by the Family Justice Center of Sonoma 
County had been rescheduled for the March 17 meeting. 
 
Item 4A:         Presentation by the Family Justice Center of Sonoma County 
 
Item 4B:         Presentation by the Redwood Sports and Entertainment Management Team  
  Regarding Efforts to Bring Professional Baseball to Sonoma 
 
Brian Sobel, Co-owner and Theo Fightmaster, General Manager of the Sonoma Stompers, 
presented their plan for bringing professional baseball back to Sonoma.  Sobel stated that the 
Sonoma Stompers would be part of the Pacific Association of Professional Baseball Clubs, an 
independent league that, talent-wise, is somewhere between A and AA baseball.  He added that 
their goal was to deliver family-oriented fun at an affordable price.  Although they had not 
secured permission from the County yet, they planned to have the games at Arnold Field in 
Sonoma.  
 
Don Lyons, Sonoma Valley High coach and teacher, and Jay Grundle Sonoma Valley Little 
League, spoke favorably regarding the return of professional baseball to Sonoma.  They stated 
it would provide many benefits to the community.  
 
Clm. Barbose stated he looked forward to an opportunity to support the proposal.  Clm. Gallian 
stated concern relating to traffic and the service of alcohol at the games.  Stompers President 
Michael Shapiro responded that they had an aggressive alcohol management plan and would 
work closely with the local police department.  Kelly Wilright, Regina Baker and Tommy Lyons 
also spoke in favor of the proposal. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.  
Item 5B: Approval of the Minutes of the February 3, 2014 Council meeting. 
Item 5C: Approval of a Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a 

Participating Entity Addendum Agreement on the State of California’s 
Master Purchasing Agreement with U.S. Bank Voyager Fleet Systems Inc. 
for an Offsite Fleet Fueling Program.  (Res. No. 08-2014) 

Item 5D: Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Leslie Tippell to the 
Design Review & Historic Preservation Commission for a four-year term. 

Item 5E: Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Freddie Diaz and Thomas 
Haeuser to the Traffic Safety Committee for a term ending January 16, 
2016. 

Item 5F: Resolution denying an appeal, upholding the decision the Planning 
Commission, and approving a Use Permit, Site Design and Architectural 
Review, and Parking Exception for the Mission Square project, a mixed-use 
development proposed at 165 East Spain Street that includes 3,514 sq. ft. 
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of office space, 14 apartments, and associated parking and improvements 
(implementing the City Council action of February 3, 2014), and making 
CEQA Findings that no subsequent or supplemental environmental review 
is required pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15162.  An Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed project was certified on July 18, 
2013.  The City Council considered the previously certified EIR prior to 
taking action on the Project. (Res. No. 09-2014) 

 
It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to approve the consent calendar as 
presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Clm. Gallian commented that the Fleet Fueling 
program just approved was innovative and cost effective and she thanked staff for bringing it 
forward.  Clm. Barbose thanked Leslie Tippell for accepting another term on the Design Review 
and Historic Preservation Commission.  Ms. Tippell responded that she was honored to serve 
and thanked the Council for her reappointment. 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 6A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of the February 3, 2014 City Council 

/ Successor Agency Meeting pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Brown, to approve the Consent Calendar as 
presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

7. PUBLIC HEARING – None Scheduled 

 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 8A: Consideration and possible action on the introduction of an ordinance 

amending Section 10.74.010 of the Sonoma Municipal Code pertaining to 
the operation of bicycles and similar conveyances on public sidewalks.  
Repeal SMC 10.56.070 and adopt 10.74.011.   

 
Police Chief Sackett reported that in response to a bicycle versus pedestrian accident and 
subsequent legal action against the City; the City Attorney had proposed an update to the City’s 
municipal code pertaining to the operation of bicycles and other conveyances on public 
sidewalks and pedestrian or bicycle paths.  The proposed ordinance included the following 
provisions:  1)  Bicycles or similar conveyances would be allowed on all public sidewalks and 
the public bike/pedestrian path with the exception of the sidewalks around the Plaza area.  2) 
Bicycles or similar conveyances would be required to be operated at a reasonable and prudent 
speed for prevailing conditions on all public sidewalks and the public bike/pedestrian path.  3) 
Motorized bicycles or similar conveyances would be prohibited on all public sidewalks and the 
pubic bike/pedestrian path.  Battery powered bicycles and scooters would be allowed on the 
bike/pedestrian path only.  Sackett stated that the proposed changes had been reviewed by the 
Traffic Safety Committee, who recommended their adoption. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated that a constituent had asked why the restriction of bicycles on sidewalks 
would only be applied to sidewalks around the Plaza when the accident that happened had 
occurred on Broadway.  Chief Sackett responded that the busy sidewalks around the Plaza 
represented a location where the highest probability of conflicts between bicyclists and 
pedestrians existed. 
 
Mayor Rouse invited comments from the public. Rachel Ballow stated that it had been her 
observation that highschoolers tended to yield more to pedestrians than adults.  
 
Mayor Rouse asked if there was a way to integrate a “yield to pedestrian” provision to the draft 
ordinance.  Chief Sackett stated that would be a part of the education component surrounding 
the ordinance.  City Attorney Walter stated that language could be crafted providing examples of 
bicyclists riding prudently and reasonably.  Citing enforceability, Chief Sackett cautioned against 
including that type of language. 
 
Regina Baker commented that what was reasonable and prudent should be defined.  Will 
Ackley and David Taylor expressed support for the proposed ordinance.  Mr. Taylor added that 
bicyclists should be asked to walk their bicycles in high-density tourist and pedestrian areas. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Cook, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to introduce the ordinance entitled AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA AMENDING SECTION  
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Item 8A: Bicycles on Sidewalks, Continued 
 
10.74.010 OF THE SONOMA MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO THE OPERATION OF 
BICYCLES AND OTHER CONVEYANCES ON PUBLIC SIDEWALKS.  Mayor Rouse stated he 
would like to see the ordinance tweaked to include examples as described by the City Attorney.  
Clm. Barbose agreed.  Clm. Cook and Clm. Gallian withdrew their motion.   
 
It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Brown, to direct the City Attorney to modify 
the draft ordinance to include specific examples relating to the behavior of bicyclists and 
pedestrians and to bring it back on a future agenda for Council consideration.  The motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
Item 8B: Presentation of FY 2013-14 Midyear Budget; discussion, consideration and 

possible action on Amendments to the FY 2014 Operating Budget. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the Mid-year Budget Report summarized the activities of 
the major City funds.  It was intended to provide the Council and the public with an overview of 
the state of the City’s general fiscal condition.  She stated that the General Fund revenue trends 
continue to reflect a stable economy in line with the adopted budget.  Giovanatto provided 
detailed analysis of the actual year to date numbers for both revenues and expenditures and 
stated that overall the City was in good shape.  She also presented some recommended budget 
amendments one of which was to provide funding of a contract with the Sonoma Ecology 
Center for maintenance responsibilities on public properties including the Nathanson Preserve, 
Sonoma Garden Park, Fryer Creek Trail and the Sonoma Overlook Trail.  
 
Clm. Cook inquired about costs incurred as a result of the Measure B special election 
conducted in November 2013 and why they had been charged to the City Council’s budget.  
City Manager Giovanatto stated that the City had not yet received an invoice from the County 
for the cost of the election but she would provide a full accounting when it was received.  It was 
moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Cook, to adopt the resolution entitled A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA AMENDING THE FY 
2013-2014 BUDGET and to direct staff to transfer costs of the special election to a department 
other than the City Council.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
RECESS: The meeting recessed from 7:55 to 8:05 pm 
 
Item 8C: Discussion of 2013-14 City Council GOALS “Report Card”. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that presently 86% of the goals adopted by the City Council 
in March 2013 had been completed.  She provided additional information on the status of the 
uncompleted goals and stated that staff was working on them.  Clm. Cook thanked Giovanatto 
and stated he looked forward to the next Goal Setting session.  Clm. Gallian stated that the list 
of goals and the report card provided her with valuable information and she appreciated it 
greatly. 
 

9. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 
There were no agenda items for the Successor Agency. 
 

10. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 

 
Item 10A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities                                                                                                                                      
 
Clm. Brown reported attendance at meetings of the Oversight Board and the Economic 
Development Steering Committee.  
 
Clm. Cook reported attendance at meetings of the Library Advisory Committee and Sonoma 
Clean Power as the Alternate. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported attendance at the Sonoma County Transportation Authority & Regional 
Climate Protection Authority meetings. 
 
Clm. Barbose reported attendance at the meetings of the Waste Management Agency and the 
North Bay Watershed Association.   
 
Mayor Rouse reported attendance at the Sonoma County Mayors and Councilmembers 
Association meeting. 
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Item 10B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported she would be chairing the Ag and Open Space Citizens Advisory meeting 
on the 27th and would be unable to attend the Alcaldessa reception. 
 
Clm. Brown, referring to the recent recall of meat produced at the Rancho Feeding Corporation 
in Petaluma, stated he had growing concerns about the safety of our meat supply.  
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
David Taylor, Pastor of New Life Assembly of God in Schellville, reported they were operating a 
Severe Weather Shelter and were here to serve the community in any way possible. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. in the memory of Robert August “Bob” Leen. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 17th day of March 2014. 
 
 
________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
 


