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OPENING 

 
Mayor Rouse called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  He announced that the City Council had, 
earlier in the day, conducted their annual goal-setting workshop and that the results of that 
session would be presented at a future Council meeting.  Fred Allebach led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Rouse and Councilmembers Barbose, Brown, Cook, and Gallian 
ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto and Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann. 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Patricia Cullinan requested that the Council support AB 199, known as the Economic 
Development and State Historic Tax Credit Act.  She stated the proposed legislation would 
allow homeowners to benefit from potential tax credits for the preservation of historic homes and 
thereby support the preservation of the character of the City. 
 
Jack Wagner stated that as a City Council candidate he wanted to bring stability to the dialog 
regarding peaceful forms of communication.  He said he had been studying Marshall 
Rosenberg’s method of nonviolent communication. 
 
Fred Allebach stated that he enjoyed watching the Councilmembers interact during their goal-
setting session.  He suggested Council explore ecotourism and forums where the voice of the 
people could be heard.  He also suggested that the City annex the entire Valley and restrict 
growth. 
 

2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 
Clm. Barbose dedicated the meeting in the memory of Chef and Depot Hotel owner Michael 
Ghilarducci. 
 
Clm. Brown announced the opening of the Tuesday Farmers Market and Bike to Work Day on 
Thursday. 
 
Clm. Gallian announced that Wednesday was Walk and Roll to School Day.  
 
Clm. Cook reported attendance at Julie Atwood’s readiness fair and stated he would place AB 
199 on a Council agenda as requested by Ms. Cullinan. 
 

3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF - None 
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4. PRESENTATIONS  

 
Item 4A: Ballet Folklorico Quetzalen Day Proclamation 
 
Mayor Rouse explained that, upon being contacted by Angel Santoyo, he met with him and was 
had been very impressed with both him and the Quetzalen, a dance company comprised of 
more than ninety Sonoma Valley students.  Angel and five other dancers came forward and 
performed two traditional Mexican dances at the enjoyment of those present.  Mayor Rouse 
then read the proclamation and presented it to Mr. Santoyo. 
 
Item 4B: Transcendence Theatre Company 
 
Stephan Stubbins, Amie Miller, and Brad Surosky of the Transcendence Theatre Company 
expressed appreciation to the entire community for its support and announced that they had 
been named the Theater of the Year by the San Francisco Bay Area From Broadway World.  
They also announced their upcoming season schedule and invited the public to attend their 
performances. 
 
Item 4C: Community Resilience Challenge Proclamation 
 
Mayor Rouse read aloud the proclamation declaring May 17-18, 2014 Community Resilience 
Challenge Weekend.  Daily Acts Program Manager Gretchen Schubeck accepted the 
proclamation and spoke about the activities planned as part of the weekend event. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.   
Item 5B: Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Nellie Cravens to the 

Cultural and Fine Arts Commission. 
Item 5C: Approval of Applications for Temporary Use of City Streets for the 2014 

Valley of the Moon Vintage Festival Parade, Blessing of the Grapes, Water 
Fight and Foot Race (September 27 and 28, 2014).  Approved subject to 
conditions recommended by staff. 

Item 5D: Approval of the Minutes of the April 21, 2014 City Council meeting. 
Item 5E: Approval of an Application for Temporary Use of City Streets by the 

Sonoma Community Center for the 4th of July Parade on Friday, July 4, 
2014.  (Res. No. 24-2014) 

 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEM: 
City Manager Giovanatto explained that it had come to her attention after the agenda had been 
posted that letters of support relating to AB 2493 and SB 1129 needed to be submitted and she 
would like the council to consider the issue.  It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. 
Cook, to add the item to the agenda as Item 8C.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Gallian, seconded by Clm. Barbose to approve the consent calendar as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 6A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of the April 21, 2014 City Council / 

Successor Agency Meeting pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received. It was moved by Clm. 
Gallian, seconded by Clm. Brown, to approve the consent calendar as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously.  
 

7. PUBLIC HEARING – None Scheduled 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

May 5, 2014, Page 3 of 4 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 8A: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Amendments to 

the REMIF Joint Powers Agreement.   
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the proposed amendments to the Redwood Empire 
Municipal Insurance Fund (REMIF) Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) would accomplish two major 
goals.  1) Change the amendment process to require a two-thirds approval by all participating 
agencies, including the founding Members and Associate Members.  2) The language relating to 
composition of the Board would be vested entirely in the Bylaws, rather than partially in the JPA 
Agreement and partially in the Bylaws.  She stated that currently, the Board was comprised of 
seven Directors appointed by the founding Members, and two selected from among the 
Associate Members.  The proposed amendments would guarantee founding members 
representation on the Board, and would leave all other details as to Associate Members and 
composition of the REMIF Board to the Bylaws.  The Bylaws could be amended from time to 
time by the Board, on 45 days' notice to all members, without the need to bring each revision 
back to member City Councils.    
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Gallian, seconded by Clm. Brown, to adopt Res. No. 25-2014 entitled A Resolution of the City 
Council of the City of Sonoma Approving Amendments to the REMIF JPA.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Item 8B: Discussion and update of the 2013-14 City Council GOALS “Report Card”.   
 
City Manager Giovanatto provided an update of the City Council goalS report card.  She 
reported that of the original thirty-six action items, thirty-two were either completed or in 
progress and four had not been initiated or were recommended for deletion. 
 
Mayor Rouse and all Councilmembers expressed their appreciation to City Manager Giovanatto 
and staff for their hard work and diligence in keeping up with the goals and for providing a 
transparent report not only for their information but to keep the public informed as well. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.   
 
Item 8C: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Direct the City Manager 

to Submit Letters of Support on Legislative Efforts to Secure Use of 2011 
Redevelopment Bond Proceeds. 

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that AB 2493 (Bloom) and SB 1129 (Steinberg) were pending 
legislation that if approved would relieve the City of the legal action filed against the Department 
of Finance for release of the remaining 2011 Sonoma Community Development Agency Tax 
Allocation Bond Proceeds $7.5 million.  She requested authorization to send letters of support 
for both pending bills. 
 
Mayor Rouse inquired what would happen if the City lost its suit against the State.  Giovanatto 
stated that after paying interest on the money for ten years, the $7.5 million would be paid down 
and the City would not be able to utilize the funds.   
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Gallian, seconded by Clm. Barbose, to authorize the City Manager to send letters of support for 
both pieces of legislation.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

9. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 

10. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 

 
Item 10A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities. 
 
Clm. Cook reported on the Legislative Committee meeting.   
 
Clm. Brown reported on the Economic Development Steering Committee meeting.   
 
Clm. Barbose reported on the Sonoma Clean Power meeting. 
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Item 10B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
Clm. Gallian wished all a Happy Mothers Day. 
 
Clms. Cook and Brown announced their weekly office hours. 
 
Clm. Barbose and Mayor Rouse stated that if anyone wanted to meet with them to feel free to 
call. 
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – None. 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. in the memory of Michael Ghilarducci.  
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 19th day of May 2014. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
 
 


