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Be Courteous - TURN OFF your cell phones and pagers while the meeting is in session. 
 

 

OPENING 
 
CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL  (Barbose, Cook, Brown, Gallian, Rouse) 
REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 
 
1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  It is recommended 
that you keep your comments to three minutes or less.  Under State Law, matters presented under this item 
cannot be discussed or acted upon by the City Council at this time.  For items appearing on the agenda, the 
public will be invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Council consideration.  Upon being 
acknowledged by the Mayor, please step to the podium and speak into the microphone.  Begin by stating and 
spelling your name. 

 
2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 
3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 
 
4. PRESENTATIONS  
 
Item 4A: Ballet Folklorico Quetzalen Day Proclamation 
 
Item 4B: Transcendence Theatre Company 
 
Item 4C: Community Resilience Challenge Proclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONCURRENT REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 

& 
SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE 

DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West 
Sonoma CA 95476 

 
Monday, May 5, 2014 

6:00 p.m. 
**** 

AGENDA 

City Council 
Tom Rouse, Mayor 

David Cook, Mayor Pro Tem 
Steve Barbose 

Ken Brown 
Laurie Gallian 
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5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 
All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council, staff, or public request 
specific items to be removed for separate action.  At this time Council may decide to change the order of the 
agenda. 

 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of Ordinances 

by Title Only.  (Standard procedural action - no backup information provided) 
 
Item 5B: Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Nellie Cravens to the Cultural 

and Fine Arts Commission. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Ratify the nomination. 
 
Item 5C: Approval of Applications for Temporary Use of City Streets for the 2014 Valley of 

the Moon Vintage Festival Parade, Blessing of the Grapes, Water Fight and Foot 
Race (September 27 and 28, 2014).   

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the applications subject to conditions recommended 
by staff. 

 
Item 5D: Approval of the Minutes of the April 21, 2014 City Council meeting. 
  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the minutes. 
 
Item 5E: Approval of an Application for Temporary Use of City Streets by the Sonoma 

Community Center for the 4th of July Parade on Friday, July 4, 2014.   
  Staff Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution. 
 
6. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council, staff, or public request 
specific items to be removed for separate action.  At this time Council may decide to change the order of the 
agenda. 
 

Item 6A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of the April 21, 2014 City Council / 
Successor Agency Meeting pertaining to the Successor Agency. 

  Staff Recommendation:  Approve the minutes. 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING – None Scheduled 
 
8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 
(Matters requiring discussion and/or action by the City Council) 
 
Item 8A: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Amendments to the 

REMIF Joint Powers Agreement [JPA].  (City Manager) 
  Staff Recommendation: Adopt resolution approving the amendments. 
 
Item 8B: Discussion and update of the 2013-14 City Council GOALS “Report Card”.  (City 

Manager) 
  Staff Recommendation: Receive status report. 
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9. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
(Matters requiring discussion and/or action by the Council as the Successor Agency) 
 
No items at the time agenda packet was prepared. 
 
10. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 
 
Item 10A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities. 
 
Item 10B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
I do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board on 
May 1, 2014.  Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
 
Copies of all staff reports and documents subject to disclosure that relate to any item of 
business referred to on the agenda are normally available for public inspection the Wednesday 
before each regularly scheduled meeting at City Hall, located at No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA.  
Any documents subject to disclosure that are provided to all, or a majority of all, of the 
members of the City Council regarding any item on this agenda after the agenda has been 
distributed will be made available for inspection at the City Clerk’s office, No. 1 The Plaza, 
Sonoma CA during regular business hours. 
 
If you challenge the action of the City Council in court, you may be limited to raising only 
those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described on the agenda, or in 
written correspondence delivered to the City Clerk, at or prior to the public hearing. 
 
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk (707) 933-2216. Notification 48-hours 
before the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 
accessibility to this meeting.  



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4A 
 
05/05/2014 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Ballet Folklorico Quetzalen Day Proclamation 
Summary 

Angel Santoyo of the Ballet Folklorico Quetzalen requested a proclamation recognizing their dance 
troop and an opportunity to do a brief performance at the City Council meeting. 
 
In keeping with City practice the group has been asked to keep the total length of their follow-up 
comments and performance to no more than 10 minutes. 

Recommended Council Action 
Mayor Rouse to present the proclamation. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 
   Proclamation 
 
Alignment with Council Goals:   

N/A 
cc:  Angel Santoyo 

 
 





 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4B 
 
05/05/2014 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Transcendence Theatre Company 
Summary 

Stephan Stubbins, Transcendence Theatre Company, will announce the receipt of the “Theater Of 
The Year” award for the San Francisco Bay Area from Broadway World San Francisco.  He 
requested this opportunity to make the announcement and to thank the citizens, elected officials, 
and businesses that have helped the theatre company achieve this level of success in such a short 
amount of time.  Mr. Stubbins will also do a brief performance. 
 
In keeping with City practice Mr. Stubbins has been asked to keep the total length of his comments 
and performance to no more than 10 minutes. 

Recommended Council Action 
Receive the presentation. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 
   None 
 
Alignment with Council Goals:   

N/A 
cc:  Stephan Stubbins 

 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
4C 
 
05/05/2014 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Community Resilience Challenge Proclamation 
Summary 

Susan Price, Daily Acts, requested that the weekend of May 17-18, 2014 be proclaimed Community 
Resilience Challenge Weekend.  This event was previously known as the 350 Home and Garden 
Challenge Weekend. 
 
In keeping with City practice Ms. Price has been asked to keep the total length of her follow-up 
comments to no more than 10 minutes. 

Recommended Council Action 
Mayor Rouse to present the proclamation. 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

Proclamation 
Alignment with Council Goals:   

N/A 
cc:     Susan Price via email 

 
 





 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5B 
 
05/05/2014 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Nellie Cravens to the Cultural and Fine Arts 
Commission. 

Summary 
The Cultural & Fine Arts Commission consists of seven members and one alternate who serve at 
the pleasure of the City Council.  Appointments are made when a nomination by the Mayor is ratified 
by the City Council.  
 
Ms. Cravens has served on the Commission since May 21, 2012.  Mayor Rouse has nominated her 
for reappointment for a four-year term ending May 21, 2018. 

Recommended Council Action 
Ratify the nomination. 

Alternative Actions 
Council discretion. 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments:   

 None 
Alignment with Council Goals:   

N/A 
cc:     Nellie Cravens via email 

 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5C 
 
05/05/14 

 
Department 

Public Works 
Staff Contact  

Debra Rogers, Management Analyst 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval of Applications for Temporary Use of City Streets for the 2014 Valley of the Moon Vintage 
Festival Parade, Blessing of the Grapes, Water Fight and Foot Race (September 27th and 28th, 
2014).   

Summary 
Special event permit applications that include requests for the closure of City streets in conjunction 
with the event must obtain City Council approval of the related street closure prior to the special 
event application being considered by the Community Services and Environment Commission. In 
keeping with this policy, the Valley of the Moon Vintage Festival is requesting City Council approval 
for the following street closures: 

1. Saturday, September 27th; closure of Spain Street, between First Street West and First 
Street East, from 6 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in order to accommodate the Blessing of the Grapes 
and the water fight.  

2. Saturday, September 27th; closure of Spain Street, between First Street West and First 
Street East, and closure of First Street East and First Street West between Spain Street and 
the Veterans Building from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in order to accommodate the Vintage 
Festival Parade.  

3. Sunday, September 28th; closure of Spain Street, between Third Street West and Fourth 
Street East, from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. to accommodate the Vintage Festival run. 
(Intermittent closure, to be coordinated based on the presence of runners.).  

Note: the request also includes no parking on Spain Street (from First Street West to First Street 
East) from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturday, September 27th. Details of the event and associated street 
closures and “no parking” request are provided in the attached applications.  

Recommended Council Action 
Approve application allowing the use of city streets subject to the following conditions: 
1. Applicant shall contact Police Department as soon as possible to review traffic control plan and 

contract for services. 
2. Applicant shall provide a written request for special barricading to the Public Works Department 

at least 30 days prior to the event. 
3. Applicant shall comply with City of Sonoma standard insurance requirements. 
4. Street closures are contingent upon the approval of Plaza Use/Special Events permit approvals 

by the CSEC, along with any conditions that may be imposed at that time. 
Alternative Actions 

1. Approve the requests with or without specified modifications. 
2. Deny some or all of the requests. 

Financial Impact 
The applicants are required to reimburse the City for additional personnel costs incurred as a result 
of street closure and other aspects of the events.  

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  



Agenda Item 5C 

 
 

 
 
 
Attachments: 
Vintage Festival Use of City Streets applications 
 
cc: 
 
 Maria Toimil (via email) 
 
 

 

























 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5D 
 
05/05/2014 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval of the Minutes of the April 21, 2014 City Council meeting. 
Summary 

The minutes have been prepared for Council review and approval. 
Recommended Council Action 

Approve the minutes. 
Alternative Actions 

Correct or amend the minutes prior to approval. 
Financial Impact 

N/A 
Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

 Minutes 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Alignment with Council Goals:  N/A 

 
cc:  N/A 
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SPECIAL MEETING - CLOSED SESSION 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
At 5:30 p.m. Mayor Rouse called the meeting to order and invited comments from the public.  
No one from the public was present to provide public testimony on the closed session items.  
The Council recessed into closed session with all members present.  City Manager Giovanatto, 
Planning Director Goodison, and City Attorney Walter were also present. 
 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-EXISTING LITIGATION, pursuant to Paragraph (1) 
of subdivision (d) of Cal. Gov’t. Code Section 54956.9.  Name of case: New Cingular Wireless 
PCS, LLC, etc. v. City of Sonoma. U.S.D.C. Nor. Cal. Case No. C-14-0692  EDL. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-ANTICIPATED LITIGATION, pursuant to Paragraph 
2 of subdivision (d) of Cal. Gov’t. Code Section 54956.9: One Case. 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
The City Council reconvened in open session and Mayor Rouse called the meeting to order at 
6:00 p.m.  Rosemarie Pedranzini led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Rouse and Councilmembers Barbose, Brown, Cook, and Gallian 
ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager Johann, City Attorney 
Walter, Public Works Director Takasugi, Police Chief Sackett, Planning Associate Atkins and 
Planning Director Goodison. 
 
REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION – Mayor Rouse reported that no action had been taken. 
 
1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

SPECIAL & REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE SONOMA CITY COUNCIL 
& 

CONCURRENT REGULAR MEETING OF SONOMA CITY COUNCIL AS THE 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE DISSOLVED SONOMA COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West 
Monday, April 21, 2014 

5:30 p.m. Closed Session (Special Meeting) 
6:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

**** 
MINUTES 

City Council 
Tom Rouse, Mayor 

David Cook, Mayor Pro Tem 
Steve Barbose 

Ken Brown 
Laurie Gallian 

 

 

http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000211&cite=CAGTS54956.9&originatingDoc=NBA587F500DE511E28A628CD7CECCD897&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
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Rosemarie Pedranzini reported, with sadness, that former Sonoma Police Officer Don 
Bettencourt had passed away. 
 
Wendy Peterson, Sonoma Valley Visitor Bureau, reported that the final winter advertisement 
campaign “Girlfriends Getaway Month” had been a huge success. 
 
Jack Wagner stated that a Kenwood resident had survived the recent avalanche in Nepal and 
that it served as a reminder of how small the world was. 
 
Rachel Hundley announced that she was running for Sonoma City Council in November and 
that it had been a pleasure meeting with staff and City Councilmembers.  She introduced David 
Wells as her campaign manager. 
 
2. COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Item 2A: Councilmembers’ Comments and Announcements  
 
Clm. Brown dedicated the meeting in the memory of Don Bettencourt and Mattie Pius Rudinow. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported the Easter Egg Hunt went really well and announced the upcoming Earth 
Day and Cinco de Mayo festivities. 
 
3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 
 
City Manager Giovanatto announced the June meeting schedule, which included a special 
budget workshop. 
 
4. PRESENTATIONS  
 
Item 4C: World Autism Awareness Month Proclamation 
 
Mayor Rouse read aloud the proclamation declaring April 2014 Autism Awareness Month and 
presented it to Deirdre Sheerin, Executive Director of Sweetwater Spectrum, and a group of 
Sweetwater residents. 
 
Item 4A: Month of the Young Child Proclamation 
 
Mayor Rouse read aloud the proclamation declaring April 2014 Month of the Young Child.  
Cathy Vaughn accepted the proclamation on behalf of Sonoma County Early Childhood 
Education.   
 
Item 4B: Child Abuse Prevention Month Proclamation 
 
Mayor Rouse read aloud the proclamation declaring April 2014 Child Abuse Prevention Month.  
Robin Bowen, Executive Director of California Parenting Institute of Sonoma County and Julie 
Atwater accepted the proclamation. 
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Item 4D: Farm and Ranch Readiness Day Proclamation 
 
Mayor Rouse read aloud the proclamation declaring May 4, 2014 Farm and Ranch Readiness 
Day.  Julie Atwood received the proclamation and described the various activities and 
educational components of the upcoming May 4 Preparedness Fair.   
 
Item 4E: Presentation of the 2014 Pavement Management System Update 
 
Public Works Director Takasugi reported that the biennial update of the City’s pavement 
management program had been recently completed and certified under the Pavement 
Management Technical Assistance Grant Program.  He stated that the City had 6,035,427 
square feet of street pavement and the City’s Pavement Condition Index had remained fairly 
steady at a value of 72 which is between good and very good.  Takasugi explained that to 
maintain that level of quality the City would need to budget $4.8 million over a five year period 
for street maintenance.  Takasugi also provided an update on the recently completed and 
planned future street projects. 
 
5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 
 
Item 5A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only.  
Item 5B: Approval of the Minutes of the April 7, 2014 City Council meeting. 
Item 5C: Approve a Resolution accepting public grants of easements associated 

with the Church Street and Curtin Lane Water Improvements and Street 
Rehabilitation Project, authorize the City Manager to certify acceptance, 
and authorize staff to file the easement grant deeds for recordation with the 
County Recorder’s Office.  (Res. No. 20-2014) 

Item 5D: Adoption of a resolution denying an appeal of the Planning Commission’s 
determination to uphold staff interpretations associated with provisions of 
the Development Code pertaining to driveway cuts and non-conforming 
uses as applied to the property located at 639 Third Street West. (Res. No. 
21-2014) 

 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Barbose, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to approve the consent calendar as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
6. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 

AGENCY 
 
Item 6A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of the April 7, 2014 City Council / 

Successor Agency Meeting pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Gallian, seconded by Clm. Cook, to approve the consent calendar as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING 
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Item 7A:  Discussion, consideration and possible action on the update of the 
Sonoma Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan.  

 
Associate Planner Atkins reported that the Sonoma Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan, adopted 
in 2008, had been developed as a component of the Sonoma County Transportation Authority’s 
(SCTA’s) 2008 Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan.  Its purpose was to guide 
implementation of local projects and programs and document City policy.  As a component of 
the SCTA Countywide Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan, it was also designed to improve 
coordination in realizing the countywide bicycle and pedestrian system.  Atkins stated that 
project lists, maps, and census data had been updated and proposed bike routes had been 
added to the existing routes. 
 
Clm. Barbose inquired about the status of the proposed Fryer Creek Bicycle Path crossing.  City 
Manager Giovanatto stated that the project was included in the 2011 Tax Allocation Bond Funds 
that been frozen by the State and that staff was keeping an eye out for any possible grant 
funding for the project. 
 
Mayor Rouse inquired if development of the bicycle paths had increased ridership.  Atkins 
responded that the County performed counts and had documented an increase in ridership. 
 
Mayor Rouse invited comments from the public.  Rachel Hundley spoke positively about the 
master plan and the City’s bicycle-friendliness. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Barbose, to adopt Res. No. 22-2014 approving 
the updated bicycle and pedestrian master plan.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 
 
Item 8A: Presentation by the Sonoma League for Historic Preservation on a program 

to identify historic structures and resources with QR (Quick Response) 
Codes as an educational tool and request for City participation in said 
program. 

 
Robert Demler, Sonoma League for Historic Preservation, reported that the League was 
seeking authorization to install small plaques containing Quick Response (QR) codes on historic 
buildings in Sonoma.  He explained that the QR codes could be scanned with smart phones and 
enable passersby to obtain the history of the structure.  Demler stated they hoped that City Hall 
would be the first to receive its QR plaque. 
 
Mayor Rouse invited comments from the public.  Madeline Agrimonti inquired what the cost of 
each plaque would be.  Demler responded that the first batch was costing $125 each. 
 
Rachel Hundley said she was happy to see the League embracing technology.  
 
It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Brown, to authorize placement of the QR 
plaques on City buildings.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Rouse offered to personally 
pay for the first two. 
 
Item 8B: Discussion, consideration, and possible action adopting a resolution 

interpreting an easement recorded on the property located at 19725 
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Seventh Street East and adopting findings that project is exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under 14 Cal. Code Regs. 
15303 because it involves construction, location and/or conversion of small 
structures. 

 
City Attorney Walter stated that this matter consisted of the basic question “What does the 
easement mean?”  He said the current owner of the property maintained that it allowed her to 
have a second dwelling unit and a guesthouse.  Walter stated that the Council previously had 
determined that conversion of the barn into a guesthouse was acceptable and in conformance 
with the terms of the easement and staff had drafted a resolution accordingly. 
 
Mayor Rouse invited comments from the public and informed Ms. Blanusa she would have ten 
minutes to present her comments.  Ms. Blanusa stated that contrary to what the City Attorney 
had said she was not seeking both a second dwelling and a guesthouse.  She said this situation 
had been extremely aggravating and conflict-filled and she wanted to set the record straight.  
Her neighbors referred to her as a developer and she was not.  She stated she put up the fence 
between hers and the neighbors’ properties because there was a disparity of view.  Blanusa 
stated that all she wanted was written confirmation that she could convert the old homestead 
dwelling back into a home which would provide protection for her family and property.  She said 
the easement was like a noose around her neck and that she would not give up her property 
rights.  If she had to, she would file for declaratory relief. 
 
Robert Baumann, Blanusa’s architect, stated that the property documents indicated that she 
should have a main house, a second dwelling and a guest unit.  He said it was unfortunate that 
she had to go through this process for approval of what she should have been granted by right. 
 
John Ciatti stated that former City Planner Steinbeck was quoted in Planning Commission 
minutes as stating the property contained one house and that the remaining lot should remain 
as open space.   
 
Rachel Hundley stated that term “dwelling” seemed to be at issue.  She questioned if the barn 
or cottage qualified as a dwelling in 1985 when the easement was written.  She added that if 
they did, then the same number of dwellings should be allowed. 
 
Jean Presi stated she moved into their home in 1985 and the barn was not a dwelling. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated that reading the quotes by Planner Steinbeck were helpful in 
understanding the intention of the easement.  He said that it was incumbent upon Ms. Blanusa 
to establish that there had been a second habitable unit at the time the easement was written 
and that she had not done so.  It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to 
adopt Res. No. 23-2014 entitled A Resolution of The Sonoma City Council Interpreting the 
Terms of a Deed of Easement Recorded on Property Located at 19725 Seventh Street East.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item 8C: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action on the Approval of the 

Amended Sonoma County Library Joint Powers Authority Agreement and 
Initiate Application Process for Library Commissioner.  

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the Sonoma County Library JPA Review Advisory 
Committee had completed its review and had drafted a JPA.  She explained that the amended 
JPA included the following changes:  1. Expanded membership to include all cities and the 
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County so that all jurisdictions have a role in decision-making, with each member having one 
vote on a new Library Commission. 2. Providing the Library with full budget and employment 
authority, removing the Board of Supervisors from the role of providing final budget approval, 
after adoption of the FY 14-15 budget. 3. Making explicit the Library’s authority to levy taxes 
with a 2/3 vote of the entire Library Commission; other requirements at the time would also have 
to be met. 4. Requiring approval from the relevant jurisdiction before exercising powers of 
eminent domain. 5. Requiring leases for all buildings not owned by the Library. 6. Requiring an 
equal number of core hours. 7. Requiring an appeals process for the Library Director’s decisions 
on key issues such as collections and facilities. 8. Requiring a strategic plan at least once every 
ten years. 9. Increasing the role for the LABs including a designated liaison and annual reports 
from each LAB to the Commission. 10. Requiring a review of the JPA every ten years. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto added that staff was also seeking authorization to recruit applicants for 
the City’s representative on the Library Commission. 
 
Clm. Barbose inquired if the document included authority for individual libraries to fund 
additional programs.  Giovanatto responded that the libraries could add events or projects but 
could not add additional hours. 
 
Mayor Rouse invited comments from the public.  Jack Wagner inquired if the Library 
Commission could pass a tax.  Giovanatto responded that any new tax had to go before the 
voters. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Cook, seconded by Clm. Brown, to approve the amended JPA and to 
authorize staff to recruit for the Library Commissioner position.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
9. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
 
Item 9A: Discussion, consideration and possible action on appointment of a 

Negotiating Committee for the sale of property located at 32 Patten Street.   
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the closing date for offers to purchase the 32 Patten 
Street property was April 30 and recommended that the Council appoint two Councilmembers to 
sit as negotiators to represent the City as Successor Agency to review the offers.  The 
Negotiating Committee would be vested with the authority to provide a tentative commitment to 
the buyer based on “best and final” offer from buyer subject to ratification by the City Council as 
Successor Agency at a regularly scheduled meeting. The same action would take place at the 
May Oversight Board meeting at which time the Oversight Board will appoint two Board 
members to the Negotiating Committee. 
 
Councilmembers discussed among themselves their interest and availability.  The public 
comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. Gallian, 
seconded by Clm. Brown, to appoint Councilmembers Cook and Barbose to the Negotiating 
Committee.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
10. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND FINAL REMARKS 
 
Item 10A: Reports Regarding Committee Activities. 
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Clm. Barbose reported on the Sonoma County Waste Management Agency meeting. 
 
Clm. Brown reported on the Oversight Board meeting. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported on the Sonoma County Transportation and Regional Climate Protection 
Authority meeting. 
 
Item 10B: Final Councilmembers’ Remarks. 
 
Clm. Brown reported he had met with interested parties regarding the Montini trail and dogs. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated that he hoped as people were talking to others about the Montini issue that 
they keep in mind that once the County agreed to amend the Management Plan, the City would 
be able to then make a decision about if and under what terms dogs would be allowed. 
 
11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
Ted Sexauer inquired how the new law requiring motorists to maintain a three-foot buffer zone 
from bicyclists would be enforced. 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. in the memory of Don Bettencourt and Mattie Pius 
Rudinow. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the ___ day of _____ 2014. 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
5E 
 
05/05/14 

 
Department 

Public Works 
Staff Contact  

Debra Rogers, Management Analyst 
Agenda Item Title 

Approval of an Application for Temporary Use of City Streets by the Sonoma Community Center for 
the 4th of July Parade on Friday, July 4, 2014.   

Summary 
Special event permit applications that include requests for the closure of City streets in conjunction 
with the event must obtain City Council approval of the related street closure. Because the event 
involves use of SR 12, the applicant must also obtain permission and an encroachment permit from 
Caltrans. 
The Sonoma Community Center has requested temporary closure of portions of East Napa Street, 
Broadway (Highway 12), Spain St and First St West in conjunction with the July 4, 2014, 4th of July 
Parade. Details of the requested street closures are specified in the attached resolution. 
 

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt the resolution approving the use of City streets and recommending Caltrans approval. 

Alternative Actions 
1. Approve the request with specified modifications 
2. Deny the request 

Financial Impact 
This is a City-supported event. Public Works Costs: $8,866  

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

1. Resolution  
2. Application 

cc: 
Toni Castrone via email 
Sonoma Community Center 
  
 
 

 



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. __ - 2014 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AND CONSENTING 
TO THE USE OF CITY STREETS 

4th of July Parade 
 
 WHEREAS, Sonoma Community Center has made application to conduct the 4th of July 
Parade, which will involve use of State Route 12; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the 4th of July Parade will temporarily impede and restrict the free passage 
of traffic over State Route 12 on July 4, 2014 between First Street East and First St. West and 
State Route 12 between MacArthur and Napa Street and between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
12:00 noon.  
 
 NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the City Council of the City of Sonoma as follows: 
 

1. The City Council approves and consents to the street closure associated with the 
proposed 4th of July Parade and recommends approval of and consents to the proposed 
restriction of State Route 12 upon terms and conditions deemed appropriate and 
necessary by the State of California, Department of Transportation. 

2. The approval of the street closure is subject to the following conditions and limitations: 
A. Applicant shall contact Police Department as soon as possible to finalize traffic 

control plan and contract with the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department for 
services as required. 

B. Applicant shall provide a written request for special barricading to the Public 
Works Department at least thirty days prior to the event and meet with the Street 
and Police Departments. 

C. Applicant shall provide notice of the event and the street closure to all 
businesses located on First Street East and West (between Spain and the 
Sonoma Veterans Memorial Building and on all sides of the Plaza no later than 
thirty days prior to the event. 

D. Applicant shall comply with City of Sonoma standard insurance requirements. 
E. Applicant shall obtain event approval from the Community Services and 

Environment Commission. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following traffic and parking restrictions necessary 
to conduct the parade are hereby approved. 
 

1. No parking on First Street West and First Street East between Spain and Napa from 
6:00 a.m. until the conclusion of the parade. 

2. No parking on Spain Street and Napa Street between First Street West and First 
Street East from 6:00 a.m. until the conclusion of the parade. 

3. First Street East between Spain and Blue Wing Drive will be closed from 9:15 a.m. 
until the conclusion of the parade. 

4. First Street West between Spain Street and the Sonoma Memorial Veterans Building 
will be closed from 9:00 a.m. until the conclusion of the parade. 



5. Traffic will be detoured from State Route 12 at Napa Road, Leveroni Road, 
MacArthur Street and Andriuex Street and State Route 12 will be closed from Patten 
Street and McDonnel Street from 9:30 a.m. until conclusion of the parade. 

 
 The foregoing Resolution was duly adopted this 5th day of May 2014, by the following 
vote: 
 

Ayes:   
Noes:   
Absent:  
 
 

       _____________________________ 
       Tom Rouse, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 

 







 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council/Successor Agency 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
 City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
6A 
 
05/05/2014 

                                                                                            
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact 
Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 
Approval of the portions of the Minutes of the April 21, 2014 City Council / Successor Agency 
Meeting pertaining to the Successor Agency. 

Summary 
The minutes have been prepared for Council review and approval. 

Recommended Council Action 
Approve the minutes. 

Alternative Actions 
Correct or amend the minutes prior to approval. 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  

 
Attachments: 

See Agenda Item 5D for the minutes 
Alignment with Council Goals:  N/A 
cc:  NA 
 



 

 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
8A 
 
05/05/2014 

 
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact  

Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 
Agenda Item Title 

Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Amendments to the REMIF Joint Powers 
Agreement [JPA] 

Summary 
Redwood Empire Municipal Insurance Fund was founded by seven member cities.  Since the 
original formation of the JPA, eight Associate cities have joined the JPA without benefit of full 
representation on the Board of Directors.  In November, staff reported to Council that the REMIF 
Board would be bringing forward amendments to the original JPA documents for the founding 
member cities to review that would allow for the expansion of the JPA Board to bring the eight 
Associate cities to full member status.  The Council, at that time, indicated affirmative support for 
moving forward with the drafting of amendments to the JPA. 
On April 10, 2014, the REMIF Board of Directors approved a recommendation to the Members that 
the Joint Powers Agreement creating REMIF be amended in two Sections.  Amendments to the 
Joint Powers Agreement currently require the unanimous approval of the governing bodies (City 
Councils) of the seven (7) founding Members.    
The proposed amendments would accomplish two major goals:  

 First, they would change the amendment process to require a two-thirds approval by all 
participating agencies, including the founding Members and Associate Members.  This would 
bring REMIF's JPA Agreement into line with standard provisions used by most insurance 
pooling joint powers authorities.    

 Second, the language relating to composition of the Board would be vested entirely in the 
Bylaws, rather than partially in the JPA Agreement and partially in the Bylaws.  Currently, the 
Board is comprised of seven Directors appointed by the founding Members, and two selected 
from among the Associate Members.  The JPA Agreement refers to this as an initial step and 
contemplates subsequent changes relating to Associate Member representation per the 
Bylaws.  Instead, by these amendments, the JPA Agreement would guarantee founding 
members representation on the Board, and would leave all other details as to Associate 
Members and composition of the REMIF Board to the Bylaws.  The Bylaws can be amended 
from time to time by the Board, on 45 days' notice to all members, without the need to bring 
each revision back to member City Councils.    

As REMIF has matured as an organization, the Board has concluded that Board representation 
should be expanded to encompass Associate Members.  The Bylaws would set criteria for 
appointment of Directors, along with provisions for any delegation of authority to committees.  
Changes in committee structure would be dealt with, if necessary, in subsequent amendments to the 
Bylaws.       
The Board's belief is that these changes will strengthen REMIF as an agency.  Self-insurance pools 
are member directed and depend on the commitment and participation of membership.  These 
amendments will enhance REMIF's goal to strengthen member participation.   

Recommended Council Action 
Adopt resolution approving amendments to REMIF JPA. 

Alternative Actions 
Do not support the amendments to the REMIF JPA. 
Request additional information 



Agenda Item Error! Reference source not found. 

 
 

Financial Impact 
No financial impacts known at this time. 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 
Resolution 
Proposed Amendments 
Alignment with Council Goals:   

N/A 
cc: 

 
 



CITY OF SONOMA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. __ - 2014 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONOMA 
APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE REMIF JPA 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Sonoma is a Member entity of the Redwood Empire 
Municipal Insurance Fund ("REMIF"); and  

 
WHEREAS, on April 10, 2014 the REMIF Board of Directors voted to recommend 

to the Members amendments to two sections of the Joint Powers Agreement forming 
REMIF, relating to Article XXVI, "Amendments" and Article VIII, "Board"; and  

 
WHEREAS, a complete and true copy of the proposed JPA Agreement 

amendments recommended by the REMIF Board has been provided to the City; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City is in accord with the proposed amendments, finds them 

compatible with the general purposes of the Joint Powers Agreement, and finds that 
they should be adopted;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Sonoma, 

that said Council hereby approves and ratifies the amendments, and authorizes 
execution on its behalf of this Member of any further instrument constituting an 
amendment to the Joint Powers Agreement, or the entire Agreement as amended, or 
other appropriate form of instrument tendered for signature and filing to make effective 
the amendments hereby adopted. 
 

ADOPTED this 5th day of May 2014 by the following vote: 
 
  AYES:    
  NOES:    
  ABSENT:  
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Tom Rouse, Mayor 
 
       ATTEST: 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Gay Johann 

Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 



ARTICLE VIII 

 

BOARD 

 

AMENDMENTS 

 

 
Responsibility for the control, direction, and administration of the Authority shall 
be vested in the Board, which shall initially consist of nine (9) representatives:  
seven (7) Directors, one from each Member; and two (2) Directors from among 
the Associate Members.  The composition of the Board shall be determined by the 
Authority’s Bylaws.  Each Member shall have the right to appoint a Director.  
Associate Members shall have the right to appoint Directors as determined by the 
Bylaws.  The number of individuals representing the Associate Members, and 
method of selection and length of term of office for the Associate Members are 
determined by the Authority’s Bylaws. 
 
The Board will consist of a representative of the Member and designated 
Associate Member agency.  The powers of the Board shall be all of the powers of 
the Authority not specifically reserved to the Participating Agency by this 
Agreement. 

 

ARTICLE VIII 

BOARD 

 

Proposed 

 
Responsibility for the control, direction, and administration of the Authority shall 
be vested in the Board. The composition of the Board shall be determined by the 
Authority’s Bylaws.  Each Member shall have the right to appoint a Director.  
Associate Members shall have the right to appoint Directors as determined by the 
Bylaws.  The number of individuals representing the Associate Members, and 
method of selection and length of term of office for the Associate Members are 
determined by the Authority’s Bylaws. 
 
The powers of the Board shall be all of the powers of the Authority not 
specifically reserved to the Participating Agency by this Agreement. 

ARTICLE XXVI 

 

AMENDMENTS 

 
 
This Agreement may be amended by an affirmative unanimous vote of two-thirds 
(2/3) of the Members’ Participating Agencies’ city councils provided that any 
amendment is compatible with the purposes of this Agreement and has been 



submitted to the Members Participating Agencies at least thirty (30) days in 
advance.  Any such amendment shall be effective immediately upon receipt by 
the Authority of votes sufficient for passage, unless otherwise designated.  
Notification of the action of the Members’ city councils may be delivered by mail, 
return receipt requested, or by electronic transmission to the Authority or in 
person by a Member’s Director or Alternate Director at any regular or special 
meeting of the Board.  Such amendments shall be binding upon all Participating 
Agencies of the Authority.  

ARTICLE XXVI 

   
Proposed 

      

This Agreement may be amended by an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the 
Participating Agencies’ city or town councils provided that any amendment is 
compatible with the purposes of this Agreement and has been submitted to the 
Participating Agencies at least thirty (30) days in advance.  Any such amendment 
shall be effective immediately upon receipt by the Authority of votes sufficient 
for passage, unless otherwise designated. Notification of the action of the city or 
town councils may be delivered by mail or by electronic transmission to the 
Authority, or in person at any regular or special meeting of the Board.  Such 
amendments shall be binding upon all Participating Agencies of the Authority. 



 

 

City of Sonoma 

City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
City Council Agenda Item: 

 
Meeting Date: 

 
8B 
 
05/05/2014 

 
Department 

Administration 

Staff Contact  
Carol E. Giovanatto, City Manager 

Agenda Item Title 
Discussion and update of the 2013-14 City Council GOALS “Report Card” 

Summary 
 
On March 25th the Council held a goal-setting session which resulted in the adoption of six GOALS for 
2013-2014.  Since the adoption of the GOALS, staff has presented a quarterly update to Council on the 
progress of the completion of the GOALS. 

The six GOALS include 36 individual Action Items which define its purpose. The following is a recap of 
the cumulative accomplishments. These GOALS were used as guiding principles for Department 
Managers in preparing the City Budget and are used by all staff as a road map of priorities for this 
fiscal year.   

ACTION ITEMS IN PROCESS/COMPLETED NOT STARTED/PROPOSED 
FOR DELETION 

36 32 4* 

 

*Note:  One Action Item is recommended to be removed relating to grant opportunities through the 
State Infrastructure Financing Program.  This legislation is continuing to be tracked by staff but no clear 
indication as to a timeframe when funding might be available for projects in Sonoma. 

Recommended Council Action 
Receive status report on Council GOALS 

Alternative Actions 
N/A 

Financial Impact 
N/A 

Environmental Review Status 
   Environmental Impact Report    Approved/Certified 
   Negative Declaration    No Action Required 
   Exempt    Action Requested 
   Not Applicable  
Attachments: 

2013-14 Council GOALS “Report Card” 
 

cc: 
 

 



 

 

“REPORT CARD”  
2013-14 Council goals 

 

 
BUDGET STRATEGY & FISCAL STABILITY:  Balance Budget without eroding infrastructure and preserving essential services 
 

COUNCIL DIRECTION:  Focus on a budget strategy that will promote and maintain long-term 
fiscal sustainability in the General and Enterprise Funds through the continued application of 
sound budgetary policies; continue solid fiscal management to insure and maintain stable 
reserve level; develop a financial model which dedicates funding for Capital Infrastructure 
Projects; continue to ensure efficient public safety services 

Progress as of:   MAY 2014 

N
o
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In
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C
o

m
p

le
te

 

Develop a balanced budget model which dedicates funding for Capital Improvement Projects, 
restores staff to previous levels and maintains service levels 

Operating & Capital Budget was adopted on July 1, 2013 
inclusive of the Capital Improvement Projects and 
restoration of staffing levels  [1 position] 

  x 

Update impact fees and service fees to assure specialized service costs are borne by the 
requester and not City taxpayers 

Update to the 2008 Fee Schedule was initiated by 
Department Managers in August 2013; anticipate 
presentation of updated Fee Schedule to City Council in 
November.  COMPLETED.  FEE SCHEDULE UPDATED IN 
NOVEMBER 2013 

  x 

Establish dedicated Reserve Fund to address long-term pension liabilities RECOMMEND ROLL-FORWARD TO FY 2014-15 x   
Establish a K-9 program through the Sheriff’s Contract to enhance public safety The K-9 program established and released on patrol as of 

August 2013. COMPLETED. 
  x 

Continue to seek grant opportunities; assess other funding opportunities [examples: 
assessment districts; business improvement areas] 

Efforts to date include:  PG&E Grant application to support 
small business incubation program; CDBG grant for 
economic development;  COMPLETED.  CDBG GRANT 
RECEIVED; PG&E GRANT APPLIED FOR/NOT AWARDED. 

  x 

Initiate long-term plan to address the potential phase-out of Measure J Sales Tax funds RECOMMEND ROLL-FORWARD TO FY 2014-15; IN 
PROCESS. 

 x  

Prepare report on how Measure J has assisted in restoring revenue lost through the 
elimination of redevelopment 

Report will be combined with presentation of the FY 14-15 
Operating Budget 

  x 

Identify funding source(s) for Stormwater Program 
 
 
 

The FY 2014 Budget includes an allocation for start-up 
costs of $50,000; Stormwater Fees will be developed 
through the Fee Schedule update. COMPLETED; FEES 
ADOPTED IN NOVEMBER 2013. 

  x 

Identify options for elimination of the Cemetery Fund deficit Options have been discussed with City’s audit firm; 
RECOMMEND ROLL-FORWARD TO FY 2014-15 

 x  



 

 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Explore Economic Development Drivers to ensure preservation & long-term viability of 

Community Assets 
 

COUNCIL DIRECTION:  Continue to develop strategies to address the loss of revenue to the 
City as a result of the elimination of redevelopment; continue to facilitate business retention, 
recruitment and expansion of the economic base; protect local historical infrastructure  

 

Progress as of:   MAY 2014 
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Explore future options and opportunities for the preservation of the Sebastiani Theater RECOMMEND ROLL-FORWARD TO FY 2014-15  x  
Conclude Redevelopment processes as required by State Department of Finance and explore 
potential options for 32 Patten Street [old fire station] 

Property Management Plan Approved by State 
Department of Finance; Property sale in process; offers 
received April 30

th
. 

  x 

Explore opportunities for future State Infrastructure Financing  NOTE:  Awaiting State Legislative actions.  RECOMMEND 
REMOVING FROM GOALS-DIRECTING STAFF TO TRACK 
STATING FINANCING PROGRAMS SEPARATELY. 

x   

Work with local agencies [Chamber, Visitors Bureau, Tourism Improvement District] to assess 
potential economic development options 

On-going efforts including:  EDSC; Business recognition 
meeting [Chamber]; Holidays in Sonoma [TID] to increase 
mid-week stays; Olive Festival 

  x 

Recognize & leverage the value of City utilities as economic development tool Options discussed by the Streamlining Committee for 
financing of utility/connection charges; EVALUATING 
OPTIONS THROUGH WATER RATE CONSULTANT 

  x 

 
 

POLICY & LEADERSHIP:  Mission and Vision Statement for the City 
 

COUNCIL DIRECTION:  Provide continuing leadership as elected officials and residents of the 
community; review Mission and Vision Statement to assure that it reflects the current 
economic, environmental and social climate and creates a visual image for the community; 
take steps to assure a safe and vibrant community; respond to County, State and Federal 
legislative issues with a focus on retaining local control 

Progress as of:   MAY 2014 

N
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Revisit Mission and Vision Statement [2006] RECOMMEND ROLL-FORWARD TO FY 2014-15 x   

Track progress on Council Goals Create a REPORT CARD to track progress; presented to the 
City Council quarterly 

  x 

Continue to foster/support thriving, vital business community focused on job growth and 
commerce 

On-going   x 

Maintain strong relationship with Supervisor Gorin and the Board of Supervisors On-going   x 



 

 

Update City website to expand public resources and information; expand content Website update in process; citizen survey currently in 
design phase to seek input; final update anticipated 
complete date Fall 2014 

  x 

Update and/or establish City Policies and Procedures such as: 

 Policy on False Alarm Responses 

 Update Policy on Sidewalk Repair 

 Establish Funding Policy for Street Maintenance 

 Update Reserve Policy  

 
 

 Policy on Sidewalk Repair overview presented to 
Council on August 19.  SIDEWALK REPAIR 
PROGRAM IMPLEMENTED AND COMPLETED FOR 
FY 2013-14 IN JANUARY 2014. 
 

  
 
 

x 

 
PUBLIC SERVICE:  Continue to build on customer service and business friendly mindset we as a City are pursuing and 

explore additional ways to exhibit that mindset in the eyes of the community 
 

COUNCIL DIRECTION:  Seek efficiencies with a focus on increasing customer service; develop 
a comprehensive outreach plan that fosters communication and informs and educates the 
public; increase the awareness of city programs and promotes community participation 
 

Progress as of:   MAY  2014 
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Resume meetings of Streamlining Committee to enhance business relationships Streamlining Committee meeting monthly since May 2013   x 
Continued outreach to the public to assure that City procedures and processes are transparent 
and understandable 

Staff continues to meet with public as needed; additional 
outreach and update to written materials in process. 

  x 

Provide timely and accurate information about City Services On-going; new design of water bills to be released with 
monthly billing; building department informational forms 
updated. 

  x 

Explore all options for customer convenience such as online payments, acceptance of credit 
and debit cards at City Hall  

New accounting software in process of transferring existing 
date; slated to “go live” in October; credit card payments 
to be initiated following full operation of new software.  
CONVERSION TO NEW SOFTWARE COMPLETE.  MONTHLY 
BILLING TO BEGIN APRIL 1

ST
.  AUTO-PAY ANTICIPATED 

MAY-JUNE. 

  x 

Maintain strong City employee structure to serve the needs of the community On-going; PT Administrative Assistant recruitment initiated 
to serve as back-up for Cemetery services and succession 
planning as Deputy City Clerk.  PT AMIN ASSISTANT HIRED; 
FINANCE DIRECTOR POSITION RECRUITMENT COMPLETED. 

  x 

Create customer feedback survey/input form for use in evaluating City services Online survey will be combined with update of City’s 
website. 

  x 

 
 



 

 

 
 

RECREATION & PARKS:  Master plan Parks & Recreation opportunities 
 

COUNCIL DIRECTION:  Create a comprehensive review of Parks & Recreation facilities and 
infrastructure in partnership with County Regional Parks; partner with County and private 
stakeholders to reach consensus on the development of a community swimming pool 

Progress as of:   MAY  2014 
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Support Community Swimming Pool facility Mayor Brown & MPT Rouse liaisons to community group; 
reviewing options 

  x 

Participate with County on a Valleywide Parks Masterplan Meeting with Supervisor Gorin and County Regional Parks 
staff held on August 16 to open discussions on the process.  
STAFF IS AWAITING COUNTY STAFF COORDINATION OF 
PROCESS. 

  x 

Review Tier 1 Services to assure services align with needs of the community RECOMMEND ROLL-FORWARD TO FY 2014-15 x   
Encourage the creation of a Community-wide website for all youth activities, adult activities 
and major local events 

Potential for inclusion to be linked to City website during 
update. 

  x 

Create an inventory of all City Parks, Open Space, Walking and Bicycle Trails and designated 
Preserve areas 

Initial meeting with Supervisor Gorin held on Aug 16 to 
discuss Parks Masterplan process.  CITY INVENTORY 
COMPLETED. 

  x 

 
WATER & INFRASTRUCTURE:   Develop long-term strategies to address current and future infrastructure needs, promote 

water conservation while maintaining a stabilized rate structure 
 

COUNCIL DIRECTION:  Redefine the Capital infrastructure needs with a focus on enhancing 
the City’s local water supply; implement a sustainable utility rate structure; establish Water 
Fund Reserve policy; strengthen, promote and support the value of water conservation to 
protect local resources 
 

Progress as of:   MAY  2014 
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Update Water Rate Structure and Rate Model SPILMAN & ASSOCIATES SELECTED AS CONSULTANT.  
REPORT IN PROCESS; ANTICIPATE FIRST PUBLIC MEETING 
IN FALL 2014. 

  x 

Adopt Reserve Policy; Consideration of establishing a Rate Stabilization Fund Established as a component in the Water Rate Model   x 
Implement Water Conservation measures and Public Education Outreach Working with Sonoma County Water Agency.  STAGE 1 

WATER CONSERVATION DECLARED; PUBLIC OUTREACH 
ONGOING. 

  x 

Review opportunities for shared services with Valley of the Moon Water District On-going discussions with VOMWD General Manager and   x 



 

 

City’s Public Works Director/City Engineer 

Initiate Capital Infrastructure replacements and upgrades including options for issuing Water 
Bonds 

Will be determined by the update to the Water Rate Study;  
IN PROCESS. 

  x 

Evaluate environmental & sustainability programs [i.e. groundwater, City wells] Groundwater information distributed at Farmer’s Market; 
Groundwater workshop held on July 28

th
.  GROUNDWATER 

AND STORMWATER PROGRAM INFORMATION PRESENTED 
AT CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS AND WORKSHOPS. 

  x 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
Department 

Administration 
Staff Contact 
 Gay Johann, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 

Agenda Item Title 
Councilmembers’ Reports on Committee Activities. 

Summary 
Council members will report on activities, if any, of the various committees to which they are assigned. 

MAYOR ROUSE MPT COOK CLM. BARBOSE CLM.  BROWN CLM. GALLIAN 

ABAG Alternate AB939 Local Task Force Cittaslow Sonoma Valley 
Advisory Council, Alt. 

Oversight Board to the 
Dissolved CDA 

ABAG Delegate 

City Audit Committee City Facilities Committee North Bay Watershed 
Association 

Sonoma County Health 
Action 

Cittaslow Sonoma Valley 
Advisory Council 

City Facilities Committee LOCC North Bay Division 
Liaison 

Sonoma Clean Power 
 

S. V. Citizens Advisory 
Commission 

City Audit Committee 

Sonoma County Mayors &  
Clm. Assoc. BOD 

Oversight Board to the 
Dissolved CDA, Alt. 

Sonoma County 
Transportation Authority & 
Regional Climate Protection 
Authority, Alternate 

S.V. Economic 
Development Steering 
Committee 

LOCC North Bay Division 
Liaison, Alternate 

Sonoma County M & C 
Assoc. Legislative 
Committee, Alt. 

Sonoma Clean Power Alt. Sonoma County Waste 
Management Agency 

S. V. Library Advisory 
Committee, Alternate 

Sonoma County 
Transportation Authority & 
Regional Climate Protection 
Authority 

Sonoma Disaster Council Sonoma County Mayors &  
Clm. Assoc. BOD 

VOM Water District Ad Hoc 
Committee, Alternate 

Substance Abuse 
Prevention Coalition 

LOCC North Bay Division, 
LOCC E-Board, Alternate (M 
& C Appointment) 

Sonoma Housing 
Corporation 

Sonoma County M & C 
Assoc. Legislative 
Committee 

Water Advisory Committee, 
Alternate 

Mobilehome Park Rent 
Control Ad Hoc Committee 
(1/8/14) 

Sonoma County Ag 
Preservation and Open 
Space Advisory Committee 
(M & C Appointment) 

Sonoma Valley Citizens 
Advisory Comm. Alt. 

Sonoma Disaster Council, 
Alternate 

  VOM Water District Ad Hoc 
Committee 

S.V.C. Sanitation District 
BOD 

Sonoma Housing 
Corporation 

   Water Advisory Committee 

S.V. Fire & Rescue 
Authority Oversight 
Committee 

S.V.C. Sanitation District 
BOD, Alt. 

  Mobilehome Park Rent 
Control Ad Hoc Committee 
(1/8/14) 

 S.V. Economic 
Development Steering 
Committee, Alt. 

   

 S. V. Library Advisory 
Committee 

   

 S.V. Fire & Rescue 
Authority Oversight 
Committee 

   

 

 

Recommended Council Action – Receive Reports  

Attachments:  None 
 

Agenda Item:          10A 
Meeting Date:          05/05/2014 

City of Sonoma 
City Council 
Agenda Item Summary 
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