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OPENING 

 
Mayor Rouse called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Fred Allebach led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
CITY COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:  Barbose, Cook, Brown, Gallian and Mayor Rouse. 
ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann, City 
Attorney Walter, Development Services Director Wirick, Planning Director Goodison. 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Karla Noyes stated that the Council candidates should jot down the most important issues that 
the City was facing and keep them in mind in the future.  She reported attendance at the recent 
Water Forum and stated that a lot of good water conservation ideas were mentioned but she 
wondered how long they would actually take. 
 
Jack Wagner thanked the Council for their support of the candidates and stated that he had 
enjoyed participation and attendance at the City Council meetings. 
 
Madolyn Agrimonti reported that, as a candidate walking neighborhoods, she noticed a lot fewer 
garden hoses and more brown lawns.  She stated that the Index Tribune synopsis of the 
proposed water rate increases was accurate and helpful to the residents. 
 
Cathy {last name unintelligible} stated that she resided at The Haven and complained about the 
treatment and food she had received there. 
 
Ed Kenney objected to the housing project currently under construction on MacArthur Street. 
 

2. MEETING DEDICATIONS - None 

 

3. PRESENTATIONS  

 
Item 3A: Report Regarding the Sonoma County Library Commission 
 
Joanne Sanders and Mike Dawe reported on library system improvements and demonstrated 
their newly updated website with an explanation of the services available over the internet. 
 
Item 3B: Report by Sonoma Overnight Support regarding the Emergency Shelter 

Program 
 
Cindy Vrooman, Sonoma Overnight Support (SOS) Board President, stated that SOS started 
out as a faith based organization made up of volunteers from various churches.  In 2003, they 
became a non-profit organization (SOS).  Their mission had always been to shelter the 
homeless and feed the hungry.  
 
Catherine Barber, SOS Executive Director, reported that within the last year she had completed 
their first financial audit, hired additional staff including a bookkeeper and a full time shelter 
director, and put new policies and procedures into place.  She reported on services provided the 
last quarter and that they were experiencing a dramatic increase in the need for services.  She  
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Item 3B: Report by Sonoma Overnight Support, Continued  
 
emphasized that the majority of their clients were from Sonoma Valley.  Barber added that The 
Haven had only ten beds and mixing the male and female clients was problematic. 
 
Jeff Severson, Director of The Haven, reported that many of the people they see had mental 
health issues and stated there were not enough facilities available to accommodate the case 
load. 
 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 4A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only. 
Item 4B: Acceptance of the Sonoma Tourism Improvement District Annual Report. 
Item 4C: Adoption of a resolution approving an application by Project Sport LLC for 

temporary use of City streets for Echelon Ride to Revel Cycling Event on 
Saturday, April 25, 2015.  (Res. No. 53-2014) 

Item 4D: Adoption of a resolution approving an application by Destination Races for 
temporary use of City streets for the Napa to Sonoma Wine Country Half 
Marathon on Sunday, July 19, 2015.  (Res. No. 54-2014) 

Item 4E: Adoption of an ordinance amending the Chapter 19.94 of the Sonoma 
Municipal Code to implement Housing Element programs and comply with 
State law.  (Ord. No. 05-2014) 

Item 4F: Adoption of a resolution upholding an appeal of the Planning 
Commission’s decision to deny the application of Leonard Tillem for a Use 
Permit to allow the conversion of the mixed-use building at 162-166 West 
Spain Street into two vacation rental units as an adaptive reuse of an 
historic structure.  (Res. No. 55-2014) 

 
The public comment period opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Barbose, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to approve the Consent Calendar.  The motion carried 
unanimously except that Clm. Cook and Mayor Rouse registered No votes on item 4F. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY - None 

 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS - None 

 

7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 7A: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Approve a Lease of the 

Marcy House Located at 205 First Street West to the Sonoma Valley 
Historical Society. 

 
Development Services Director Wirick reported that on March 1, 2014 the 25-year lease of the 
Marcy House to the Sonoma Sister Cities Association expired.  In May of 2014, the Sonoma 
Valley Historical Society (Society) submitted a proposal to lease the facility for office, storage 
and research use for the purpose of conducting historical archival curation, including 
conservation and preservation of historic documents, images and artifacts, bookkeeping, small 
meetings, artifact restoration, training and other similar Society activities.  He stated that the 
proposed lease was for a ten-year term with a rental rate of $1 per year with the Society 
responsible for all costs associated with the leased premises including maintenance, 
accessibility compliance, utilities, taxes and improvements.   
 
Mayor Rouse invited comments from the public.  Carol Page, Society President, stated that the 
house would serve as an archival and research center and that the Society would ensure it was 
maintained as an attractive historical resource. Patricia Cullinan and Fred Allebach also spoke 
in support of the lease arrangement. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Brown, to approve the lease of Marcy House 
to the Sonoma Valley Historical Society.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Item 7B: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Authorize the Sonoma 
Valley Historical Society to File a Use Permit Application and if Approved, 
to Sublet a Portion of the Marcy House for Commercial Administrative 
Office Purposes.  

 
Development Services Director Wirick explained that the Society would like to sublet a portion of 
the Marcy House to George McKale to conduct his consulting services business.  Pursuant to 
the lease agreement, the subletting of any portion of the building required express written 
permission by the City Council.  Additionally, since the City was the owner of the Marcy House, 
the filing of a Use Permit application had to be authorized by the City Council and the Use 
Permit would have to be approved by the Planning Commission for the commercial 
administrative office use.  Wirick added that pursuant to the lease agreement, the Society would 
be required to complete the accessibility improvements described in the lease prior to using the 
building for commercial administrative office purposes.  All rents collected by subletting the 
building would be collected and retained by the Society for the exclusive purpose of maintaining, 
repairing and improving the premises. 
 
Mayor Rouse invited comments from the public.  Patricia Cullinan requested the Council’s 
approval of the request. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Brown, to authorize the Sonoma Valley 
Historical Society to file a Use Permit application for the commercial administrative office use 
and if said Use Permit was approved by the Planning Commission, authorize the City Manager 
to provide express written permission to allow the Society’s subletting of a portion of the 
premises for commercial administrative office use.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Item 7C: Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action to Grant a Conditional 

Extension of the Refuse Contract to Sonoma Garbage Collectors. 
 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that Sonoma Garbage Collectors requested a ten-year 
extension to its current agreement with the City, which would expire in May 2017.  The 
extension would allow development of a local composting program involving construction and 
operation of a composting system designed to process all of the City’s source separated 
organic, compostable waste stream.  As proposed the program would create benefits in the 
areas of greenhouse gas emission reduction by eliminating outhaul of compostable materials, 
would generate local compost materials to be sold locally and would provide expansion and 
support of a local business enterprise.  Giovanatto added that staff recommended a conditional 
extension which would allow Sonoma Garbage to pursue securing a location for the facility, 
begin the permitting process, and have the security of ongoing financial resources necessary to 
make commitments to construct the facility.  In return, Sonoma Garbage Collectors was offering 
to add a new residential service of bulky item pick up by appointment.   
 
Clm. Barbose questioned if this extension was allowed by the County Waste Joint Powers 
Authority (JPA).  City Manager Giovanatto responded that approval would be contingent upon it 
being approved by the JPA and that Waste Management Agency Director Mikus had stated he 
would support it. 
 
Mayor Rouse invited comments from the public.  Ken Wells stated he spoke to the JPA attorney 
and she was comfortable that the existing agreement allowed this type of program.  Will 
Honeybloom stated support for the extension and proposed composting program.  He 
complained that garbage trucks came around at four in the morning and asked if they couldn’t 
come at a later time.  Jack Wagner also spoke in support of the proposal. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Barbose, seconded by Clm. Brown, to approve the extension and to direct 
staff to prepare a resolution and franchise extension for action at the next Council meeting.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item 7D: Discussion, consideration, and possible action regarding a request from 

Mr. Don Bandur to install an exercise rings station along the bike path, 
Requested by Mayor Rouse.  

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that certain parcourse equipment, including a set of rings, 
had been donated and installed along the bike path by a volunteer organization in 1979.  
Because the equipment fell into disrepair and presented a liability to the City, it was eventually 
removed.  Mr. Don Bandur had requested many times the last few years that the ring station 
which was removed in 2012, be reinstalled.  Mayor Rouse placed this item on the agenda to see 
if there was support among the Councilmembers to direct staff to look into the feasibility of 
reinstating the parcourse equipment. 
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Item 7D: Exercise Rings on the bike path, Continued 
 
Mayor Rouse stated that he felt that a parcourse or similar exercise structure would be good for 
the public and would provide exercise equipment for those who could not afford gym 
memberships.  He stated that the City could seek an outside organization to sponsor or co-
sponsor the equipment and its installation. 
 
Mayor Rouse invited comments from the public.  Madolyn Agrimonti stated her support for the 
idea and asked if the bike path could be marked so people would know how far they had 
walked.  Jack Wagner also supported the idea. 
 
Clm. Cook said he would support staff looking into the idea and said he would like to see the 
issue of a city wish book that had been brought up by Clm. Sanders two years ago revisited.  
Clm. Barbose stated that replacing the ring apparatus did not appeal to him since it was on the 
U.S. Consumer Products not safe list but he would support the reintroduction of some type of 
exercise equipment for public use.  Clm. Gallian stated that there would be replacement and 
maintenance costs, insurance requirements, etc. and she would like to have additional 
information before moving ahead. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Barbose, to direct staff to research the 
possibility, costs and ramifications of an exercise course on City property and to report back to 
the City Council at a future date.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 

9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 
Clm. Brown reported on Economic Development Steering Committee and the SVCAC retreat. 
 
Clm. Gallian reported on a meeting at Schellville Fire Station regarding County fire services, the 
Wine County Marine Ball, and the Ag and Open Space District meeting. 
 
Clm. Barbose reported on the Sonoma Clean Power meeting.   
 

10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF - None 

 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
Jack Wagner stated that he had learned a lot during the campaign and he thanked Council and 
the community for their support. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m.  
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 17th day of November 2014. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 


