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OPENING 

 
Mayor Rouse called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Patricia Shults and Laurie Decker led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITY COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:  Barbose, Cook, Brown, Gallian and Mayor Rouse 
ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann, City 
Attorney Walter, Public Works Director Takasugi, Finance Director Hilbrants 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Jack Wagner commented on things he learned as a result of campaigning for a seat on the City 
Council.  He stated that he intended to stay active in the community and keep up with City 
affairs. 
 
Constance Grizzell and Mara Kahn reported on the second year of the Sonoma Valley Holiday 
Program which will provide holiday gifts to local families and individuals in need.  They will also 
host a Holiday Community Dinner for the homeless. 
 
Councilmember Elect Rachel Hundley stated that the recent campaign season had been one of 
most positive experiences of her life.  She met so many interested and engaged citizens and 
wanted to remind all that there was a place for everyone who wanted to get involved. 
 
Gerry Simmel expressed appreciation to Mayor Rouse and Councilmembers Barbose and 
Brown for their service on the City Council. 
 

2. MEETING DEDICATIONS - None 

 

3. PRESENTATIONS  

 
Item 3A: Proclamation declaring the weekend after Thanksgiving, November 28 – 

December 1, 2014, as “Shop Sonoma Days” 
 
Mayor Rouse read aloud the proclamation and presented it to the new Chamber Executive 
Director Patricia Shults and the Economic Vitality Program Manager Laurie Decker. 
 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
 
Item 4A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only. 
Item 4B: Approval of the Minutes of the October 20 and November 3, 2014 City 

Council meetings. 
Item 4C: Approval and ratification of the reappointment of Charles Bouey to the 

Marin/Sonoma Mosquito and Vector Control District Board of Directors for 
a four-year term ending December 31, 2018. 

 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Barbose, seconded by Clm. Gallian, to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
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5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 5A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of October 20 and November 3, 

2014 City Council meetings pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Barbose, seconded by Clm.  Gallian, to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Item 6A: Discussion, consideration and possible action on approving a City Water 

Rate Update. 
 
Public Works Director Takasugi reported that the City water rates had not been updated since 
2007.  A 2012 analysis of water rates showed that the existing rate structure and model were 
not sustainable in the long term.  In June 2013 Council gave staff direction to pursue a water 
rate study update.  He stated that the water rate study update process followed rigid guidelines 
of the State’s Proposition 218 mandate.  On August 25, 2014 staff presented the proposed 
updated water rates to Council and they directed staff to incorporate steeper conservation tiers 
for the residential rates and to implement a conservation tier structure for multi-family and 
commercial customers.  Takasugi stated that those changes had been implemented into the 
current Draft Water Rate Study.  Takasugi explained the noticing process that had been 
followed and that if the number of protest letters received by the end of the public hearing did 
not exceed 2,177 (half plus one of the 4,353 parcels served) the Council could then consider the 
resolution to adopt the water rate changes.  Takasugi provided detailed information regarding 
the proposed water rate structure, and responded to frequently asked questions. 
 
Mayor Rouse opened the public hearing.  City Attorney Walter reminded those present that 
protest letters would only be accepted until the close of the public hearing. 
 
John Dunning presented a graph, which he said indicated there was plenty of water available 
from the Russian River especially if flood pooling was utilized.  He stated that the new rates 
would encourage conservation that was not really necessary. 
 
Sarah Sugarman commented that she used more water in her small home than her parents who 
did a lot more laundry and allowed several family members to shower at their home.  She said 
the water rates put a burden on homeowners and the low income residents and suggested 
using a chain CPI in the future. 
 
Marilyn Kelly stated that the proposed rates put a greater burden on the single-family 
homeowners.  She said the water meters were unreliable and the water bills needed to contain 
additional information.  Ms. Kelly added that there had not been enough opportunity for the 
public to weigh in on the matter and the Council should put off making a decision. 
 
Gerry Simmel stated that the City had not followed up on the issues that came to light a couple 
of years ago when a new rate structure had been proposed.  He stated that as a single person 
living alone the fixed costs constituted two-thirds of his water bill and added that it did not 
promote conservation and he felt the single family homeowners were subsidizing commercial 
users.  Simmel recommended denial of the rate increase. 
 
Fred Allebach stated that the tourist and the tourism industry should pay its fair share. 
 
Patty Dufern submitted a letter of protest.  She stated that there should be a moratorium on new 
construction and developers should be required to identify a water source for each new project.   
 
Herbert Heil stated the Council should consider that residents were being encouraged to 
conserve water and at the same time, new hookups were still being approved. 
 
Elaine Aicher submitted two protest letters.   
 
Mark Pisbroski stated that Valley of the Moon Water District rates were lower than the City’s and 
he suggested the City join them to reduce costs. 
 
Armando Zimmerman stated there were loose ends in the City’s conservation efforts.  He said 
that under the current Phase 2 Conservation mode, people were allowed to water two days a 
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week from 7:00 p.m. until 7:00 a.m.  Zimmerman stated that the Council should not make a 
decision tonight and instead should work towards gaining some buy in from the ratepayers. 
 
Karen Mason stated she conserved a lot of water and found the prices punitive with small 
residential users getting the brunt of the increase. 
 
Councilmember Elect Gary Edwards said he was not in favor of the proposed rates and would 
be in favor of exploring the idea of combining with Valley of the Moon Water District.  He 
suggested the City have crews that could help property owners detect water leaks and repair 
any leaks on City property. 
 
Seeing there were no additional comments from the public, Mayor Rouse closed the public 
hearing.  He called for a recess to allow the City Clerk time to count the number of protest 
letters that had been received. 
 
RECESS:  The meeting recessed from 7:11 to 7:15 p.m. 
 
Mayor Rouse called the meeting back to order and reported that forty-two protest letters, 
representing .9% of the total parcels served, had submitted protests thus allowing the City 
Council to move ahead with consideration of adoption of the rate structure. 
 
Clm. Cook stated that this subject was not new and that the Council had been studying the 
issue for several months.  He stated he did not agree with the suggestion made by some that 
the Council should not act and instead carry the issue over for the new Council to deal with.  He 
added he also did not agree with merging with Valley of the Moon Water District but he would 
like to see a well in the Plaza and rebates for grey water usage. 
 
Clm. Barbose stated that this was the third public meeting the Council had held regarding the 
water rate study and it was unfortunate that people did not show up until now.  He stated his 
interest in raising the threshold for Tier 1 single family residential because he realized the 
burden for those with families.  Clm. Barbose stated that the Council came up with the best 
scenarios possible to encourage conservation. 
 
Clm. Gallian stated she supported the rate structure even though it was not a popular decision.  
She explained that she had sat in Water agency meetings for the last six years and was aware 
of the issues and progress that had been made with water strategies.  Clm. Brown stated his 
agreement and added he had no desire to kick the can down the road for the future Council to 
decide. 
 
Mayor Rouse stated that in the long run the City needed to do something about the multiple 
agencies that exist and should research combining.  He stated that although he did not support 
the rate increases, he would vote in favor of it because it was what needed to be done to keep 
the City’s water infrastructure strong. 
 
It was moved by Clm. Gallian, seconded by Clm. Cook, to adopt the resolution entitled 
Resolution of the City Council of the City of Sonoma Adopting a Program of Water Rate and 
Fee Increases for Fiscal Year 2014-15 Through 2018-19 and Setting Water Rates and 
Connection Fees to be Effective January 1, 2015 and each January 1st Thereafter to January 1, 
2019.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 

9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 
Clm. Gallian stated that she enjoyed the Women in Leadership Breakfast and the Lighting of the 
Plaza.  
 
Clm. Cook reported attendance at the Library Advisory Board and Legislative Committee 
meetings.   
 
Clm. Barbose reported on the meetings of the North Bay Watershed Association and Sonoma 
Clean Power. 
 
Mayor Rouse reported attendance at the first annual Plaza Lighting ceremony and meeting with 
the delegation from Tokaj. 
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10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 
City Manager Giovanatto reported that the Plaza Lighting project had been funded by the 
Tourism Improvement District (TID).  She noted that the TID also upgraded the Plaza electrical 
system.  
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
Fred Allebach thanked the outgoing Councilmember for their service.  
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m.  
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 1st day of December 2014. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 
 


