
 

      
 

City of Sonoma  
Design Review and Historic  

Preservation Commission 

AGENDA 
Meeting of December 16, 2014 - 6:30 P.M. 

Community Meeting Room, 177 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA  95476 

 
 
Meeting Length: No new items will be heard by the Design Review and Historic Preservation 
Commission after 10:30 PM, unless the Commission, by majority vote, specifically decides to continue 
reviewing items. If an item is not heard due to the length of the meeting, the Commission will attempt to 
schedule a special meeting for the following week. If a special meeting is necessary, potential dates will be 
established at the close of this meeting, and a date set as soon as possible thereafter. 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER – Kelso Barnett, Chair 
 

              
Commissioners:   Tom Anderson  
                             Robert McDonald  
                             Micaelia Randolph 
                             Leslie Tippell 
                             Christopher Johnson (Alternate) 

  
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Presentations by audience members on items not appearing on the agenda. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes from the meeting of October 21, 2014. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 

ITEM #1 – Continued Sign and 
Design Review 

  
REQUEST: 
Consideration of sign review and 
new awnings for a retail business 
(Corner 103).  
 
Applicant:   
Lloyd Davis  
 
Staff:  Wendy Atkins 

Project Location: 
103 West Napa Street 
 
General Plan Designation: 
Commercial (C) 
 
Zoning: 
Planning Area: 
Downtown District 
Base: Commercial (C) 
Overlay: Historic (/H) 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Commission discretion. 
 
CEQA Status: 
Categorically Exempt 
 

ITEM #2 – Sign Review 
  
REQUEST: 
Consideration of a new wall sign 
and a new monument sign for a 
mixed-use building. 
 
Applicant:   
Audrey Lee  
 
Staff:  Wendy Atkins 

Project Location: 
19230 Sonoma Highway  
 
General Plan Designation: 
Commercial (C) 
 
Zoning: 
Planning Area: 
West Napa/Sonoma Corridor 
Base: Commercial (C) 
Overlay: None 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Commission discretion. 
 
CEQA Status: 
Categorically Exempt 
 



ITEM #3 – Sign Review 
  
REQUEST: 
Consideration of a replacement wall 
sign for a commercial building 
(Payless Shoe Source).  
 
Applicant:   
Johnston Sign Company  
 
Staff:  Wendy Atkins 

Project Location: 
19191 Sonoma Highway #21 
 
General Plan Designation: 
Commercial (C) 
 
Zoning: 
Planning Area: 
West Napa/Sonoma Corridor 
Base: Commercial (C) 
Overlay: None 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Commission discretion. 
 
CEQA Status: 
Categorically Exempt 
 

ITEM #4 –Sign and Design Review 
  
REQUEST: 
Consideration of sign and design 
review associated with a 
commercial building (Eraldi’s Mens 
Wear and Shoes). 
 
Applicant:   
Daniel Eraldi 
 
Staff:  Wendy Atkins 

Project Location: 
475 First Street West 
 
General Plan Designation: 
Commercial (C) 
 
Zoning: 
Planning Area: 
Downtown District 
 
Base: Commercial (C) 
Overlay: Historic (/H) 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Commission discretion. 
 
CEQA Status: 
Categorically Exempt 
 

ITEM #5 – Landscape Review 
  
REQUEST: 
Consideration of landscape review 
for a new single-family residence. 
 
Applicant:   
Chris Dluzak  
 
Staff:  Wendy Atkins 

Project Location: 
1036 Fifth Street East 
 
General Plan Designation: 
Low Density Residential (LR) 
 
Zoning: 
Planning Area: 
Central-East Area 
Base: 
Low Density Residential (R-L) 
Overlay: None 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Commission discretion. 
 
CEQA Status: 
Categorically Exempt 
 

 

ISSUES UPDATE 

COMMENTS FROM THE COMMISSION 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
I do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board on December 12, 
2014.    
 
CRISTINA MORRIS, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 
Rights of Appeal: Any decision of the Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission may be 
appealed to the City Council.  Appeals must be filed with the City Clerk within fifteen (15) calendar days following 
the Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission’s decision, unless the fifteenth day falls on a weekend or 
a holiday, in which case the appeal period ends at the close of the next working day at City Hall. Appeals must be 
made in writing and must clearly state the reason for the appeal. Appeals will be set for hearing before the City 
Council on the earliest available agenda.  
 
Copies of all staff reports and documents subject to disclosure that relate to any item of business referred 
to on the agenda are available for public inspection the Monday before each regularly scheduled meeting 
at City Hall, located at No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA, (707) 938-3681.  Any documents subject to disclosure 



that are provided to all, or a majority of all, of the members of the Design Review and Historic Preservation 
Commission regarding any item on this agenda after the agenda has been distributed will be made 
available for inspection at the Administrative Assistant office, No. 1 The Plaza, Sonoma CA during regular 
business hours. 
 
If you challenge the action of the Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described on the 
agenda, or in written correspondence delivered to the Administrative Assistant, at or prior to the public 
hearing. 
 
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk (707) 933-2216. Notification 48 hours before the meeting will enable 
the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  
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City of Sonoma 
Design Review and Historic 
Preservation Commission 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
 DRHPC Agenda 

Item: 
 

Meeting Date: 

 
1 
 
12/16/14 

                                                                                            

Applicant 

Lloyd Davis 

Project Location 

103 West Napa Street 

Historical Significance 

   Listed on National Register of Historic Places, including Sonoma Plaza district (Significant) 
   Listed on California Register of Historic Resources (Significant) 
    Listed within Local Historic Resources Survey (Potentially Significant) 
   Over 50 years old (Potentially Significant) 
                                   Year built: 1921 
 

Request 

Consideration of sign review and new awnings for a retail business (Corner 103) located at 103 West Napa Street. 

Summary                   

Background: On November 18, 2014, the DRHPC considered and approved sign review, new paint colors, new awnings, 
and new windows for the retail business (Corner 103). The DRHPC approval included the following Conditions of Approval 
(see attached approval letter): 

 The new windows shall feature a wood frame; 
 The new windows shall be engineered to slide versus fold;  
 The final section of the windows shall require review and approval by staff, and shall be determined to be 

compatible with the existing windows and building; 
 The valance of the awnings shall contain a copper color to match the logo color for the business; 
 The text of the awning sign on the valance shall incorporate a charcoal color to match the window trim and 

front door color. 
 

In addition, if possible, a mullion shall be incorporated into the design of the new windows to integrate them with the 
existing windows. 
 
The DRHPC also approved a new window trim color and a new front door color consisting of Benjamin Moore Kendall 
charcoal (HC-166). In addition, the two planter boxes on the second floor corner of Napa Street and First Street West 
were approved to be changed to match that of the existing building, which is Benjamin Moore nimbus (1465). 
 
Staff administratively approved new exterior windows in the form of fixed wood fame windows with a mahogany finish, as 
described in the Conditions of Approval. Staff has not approved new doors. If new doors are proposed they shall be subject 
to review by the DRHPC. 
 
Design Review: At this time, the applicant has returned to the DRHPC with three options for awnings and awing sign 
colors: Option A; Option B; and, Option C. 
 

 Option A (owner preferred option): The canvas fabric awnings would consist of a Sunbrella slate color installed on 
the existing frames. The awing sign would consist of hand painted text, copper in color. The copper brand sign 
would consist of fabricate ½ inch copper finished water jet company branding pinned off new black fascia attached 
to the canopy.  

 
 Option B (as required in DRHPC Conditions of Approval): The canvas fabric awnings would consist of Sunbrella 

Slate with a Sunbrella nutmeg valance color. The awing sign would consist of hand painted text, copper in color. 
The awning valance sign would consist of hand painted text, charcoal grey in color. The copper brand sign would 
consist of fabricate ½ inch copper finished water jet company branding pinned off new black fascia attached to the 
canopy. 



 

 

 Option C: The canvas fabric awnings and valance would consist of Sunbrella Slate on seven awnings. In addition, a 
portion of two awnings (one facing east and one facing west) would feature a valance with combined Sunbrella 
slate and Sunbrella nutmeg colors. The awning sign would consist of hand painted text, charcoal grey in color. The 
copper brand sign would consist of fabricate ½ inch copper finished water jet company branding pinned off new 
black fascia attached to the canopy. 

 
Awning: The proposal involves installation of a canvas fabric awning on nine existing welded aluminum frames along West 
Napa Street and First Street West.  In terms of compatibility, the exterior color scheme of the building is primarily a grey 
painted stucco material with charcoal trim.  Photographs of the proposed awnings are attached. As of the date of this staff 
report, awning samples have not been provided for Options B and C.  There are four different sized awnings associated with 
the proposal: (1) 1 awning is 3 feet tall and 13 feet wide; (2) 2 awnings are 3 feet tall and 9 feet wide; (3) 1 awnings is 3 feet 
tall and 4.5 feet wide; and, (4) 5 awnings are 3 feet tall and 3.5 feet wide. The proposed awnings will match the existing 
awnings in design; the only differences will be with respect to the color of the awning (see Options above). With regard to 
Building Code requirements, portions of any awning shall be at least 7 feet above any public walkway (Building Code 
§3206.4).  In addition, awnings may extend over public property not more than 7 feet from the face of a supporting building, 
but no portion shall extend nearer than 2 feet to the face of the nearest curb line measured horizontally (Building Code 
§3206.3). The proposal complies with these standards in that the awning would provide at least 7 feet of clearance above the 
public walkway, and would extend only 3 feet from the face of the building, resulting in 5 feet of clearance on First Street 
West and 7 feet of clearance on West Napa Street.  The purpose of the awning is to provide weather protection for building 
windows.  
 
Required Findings: As set forth in §19.54.080.H of the Development Code, in order to approve an application for design 
review, the Design Review Commission must make the following findings: 
 

 The project complies with applicable policies and regulations, as set forth in this Development Code (except for 
approved Variances and Exceptions), other City ordinances, and the General Plan. 

 On balance, the project is consistent with the intent of applicable design guidelines set forth in this Development 
Code. 

 The project responds appropriately to the context of adjacent development, as well as existing site conditions and 
environmental features. 

 The project will not impair the historic character of its surroundings. 
 The project substantially preserves the qualities of any significant historic structures or other significant historic 

features on the site. 
 The project substantially complies with the applicable guidelines set forth in Chapter 19.42 (Historic preservation 

and infill in the Historic Zone). 
 
The project is consistent with the Development Code and General Plan including the guidelines for Historic 
preservation and infill in the Historic Zone. In review of Section 19.54.080.G of the Development Code, there are a 
number of factors to be considered in design review. In review of the factors staff would like to note that the 
building is over 50 years old but it is listed as a noncontributing building located in the Plaza Historic District. 
There are no environmental features on or adjacent to the site. There is no clear architecture established by adjacent 
development.  
 

Awning Signs:  
 
Option A and Option B: Four lettering signs are proposed to be placed on the awnings along First Street West and West 
Napa Street as follows:  

 Two each “A Sonoma Tasting Experience” signs are proposed 2 square feet in area (4 inches tall by 6 feet wide). 
 One each “Corner 103” sign is proposed facing First Street West, 7.5 square feet in area (1.5 feet tall by 5 feet 

wide). 
 One each “Corner 103” sign is proposed facing West Napa Street, 12 square feet in area (2 feet tall by 6 feet wide). 

 
Option C: Five lettering signs are proposed to be placed on the awnings along first Street West and West Napa Street as 
follows: 

 Two each “Corner 103” signs are proposed 6 square feet in area (1.5 feet tall by 4 feet wide). 
 Two each “A Sonoma Tasting Experience” signs are proposed 1.06 square feet in area (3 inches tall by 4.25 feet 

wide. 
 One each “Corner 103” sign is proposed facing West Napa Street, 12 square feet in area (2 feet tall by 6 feet wide). 

 



 

 

 
 
Aggregate Sign Area: Based on the site’s primary frontage on West Napa Street (38 feet) and secondary frontage on First 
Street West (28 feet), the maximum allowable aggregate sign area is 27 square feet. The business would have an aggregate 
sign area of between 23.5 and 25.2 square feet, (depending on the Option). The proposal (Options A, B and C) are all 
consistent with this requirement.  
 
Number of Signs: A maximum of two signs permitted for any one business (§18.16.012 and §18.16.010). The proposed sign 
permit application does not comply with this requirement in that the applicant is requesting four or five awning signs 
(depending on the Option) for the business. The applicant is requesting a variance from this requirement. 

Variances: As noted above, the proposal would exceed the number of allowable number of signs. The DRHPC may grant 
variances from the provisions of the sign ordinance provided that certain findings can be made (see below). 
 

 Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions, not resulting from any act of the owner or applicant, 
apply to the location under consideration and not generally to other businesses or properties in the vicinity. 

 
 Strict adherence to a regulation may cause unnecessary hardship or prohibit the exercise of creative design, and the 

application submitted is extraordinary and outstanding in design; 
 

 The exception is the minimum necessary to serve its intended use; 
 

 The exception is in conformance with the purpose and intent of this title; 
 

 The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public interest or welfare, or injurious to properties or 
improvements in the vicinity. 

 
Other permits required: In addition to the requirements of this title, the awning shall be in conformance with applicable 
requirements of the 2013 California Building Code and where required by the 2013 California Building Code, shall obtain a 
building permit prior to installation. In addition, Section 807.2 of the Fire Code requires testing by an approved agency 
meeting the NFPA 701 flame propagation standards or the materials shall be noncombustible. Reports of test results shall be 
submitted to the Fire Code Official prior to issuance of a building permit.  If approved, the applicant should follow up with 
the Building Department to obtain an Encroachment Permit in order to allow work to be conducted on a public sidewalk. 
 
 

Commission Discussion 

 

 

 
 

Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission Action

  Approved   Disapproved   Referred to: _________________   Continued to: _________________ 

   

Roll Call Vote:   _______ Aye   _______ Nay   _______ Abstain   _______ Absent 

 
DRHPC Conditions or Modifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Attachments 
1. DRHPC Approval Letter Dated November 20, 2014 
2. Option A Drawings 
3. Option B Drawings 
4. Option C Drawings 
 

 
cc: Ingrid Martinez 
 10 Deer Island Lane 
 Novato, CA  94945-3465 
 

Lloyd Davis 
103 West Napa Street 
Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
Strata 
Brad Johnson 
23562 Arnold Dr.  
Sonoma, CA 95476 
 
Robert Saunders, via email 
 
Patricia Cullinan, via email 
 
Yvonne Bowers, via email 
 
SLHP Historic Survey, via email 
 
Mary Martinez, via will call at City Hall 
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City of Sonoma 
Design Review and Historic 
Preservation Commission 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
 DRHPC Agenda 

Item: 
 

Meeting Date: 

 
2 
 
12/16/14 

                                                                                            

Applicant 

Audrey Lee 

Project Location 

19230 Sonoma Highway 

Historical Significance 

   Listed on National Register of Historic Places, including Sonoma Plaza district (Significant) 
   Listed on California Register of Historic Resources (Significant) 
    Listed within Local Historic Resources Survey (Potentially Significant) 
   Over 50 years old (Potentially Significant) 
        Year built: 2003 
 

Request 

Consideration of a new wall sign and a new monument sign for a mixed use building located at 19230 Sonoma Highway. 

Summary 

 
Wall sign: A one-sided wall sign is proposed on the west facing elevation adjacent to Sonoma Highway. The proposed sign 
is 8.75 square feet in area (1.25 feet tall by 7 feet wide). The sign would consist of an aluminum sign face with raised 
aluminum and vinyl letters and graphics. Copy on the sign would consist of burgundy lettering on a yellow background with 
a black border.  
 
Wall Sign Regulations (§18.20.180): Wall signs projecting over the property line, including a light box or other part thereof, 
shall not exceed a thickness of 12 inches. The proposal is consistent with this requirement. 
 
Illuminated Monument Sign: A new, one-sided monument sign 30 square feet in area per side (5 feet tall by 6 feet wide) is 
proposed in a landscaped area just south of the building on the Sonoma Highway frontage. The 90 degree angled sign would 
be located adjacent to Sonoma Highway and the driveway entrance (just north of the driveway entrance). The sign would be 
mounted on an aluminum sign face, featuring raised aluminum ½ inch thick letters, and would be mounted on metal posts. 
Copy on the sign would consist of burgundy lettering, on a white background, with a gold border, and white posts. 
Illumination is proposed in the form of one 26 watt energy efficient floodlight. The applicant has stated that the sign will be 
illuminated from 7 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and normal business hours for the commercial tenant are 8 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
Monument Sign Regulations (18.20.120): Freestanding signs shall be limited to one per parcel or property. The top of a 
freestanding sign, including the sign structure, shall not exceed 12 feet. Every freestanding sign shall be wholly on the 
property occupied by the use or uses identified or advertised, not within six feet of any vehicular right-of-way and not over 
any part of the public pedestrian walkway. The proposal is not consistent with this requirement in that the freestanding sign 
would be located adjacent to the driveway located on the property.  The applicant is requesting a variance from this 
requirement. Note: the Public Work Director has reviewed the proposed location of the sign has indicated that the sign 
should not be an obstruction to traffic sight lines. 
 
Aggregate Sign Area: Based on the property’s frontage on Sonoma Highway (100 feet), the maximum aggregate sign area 
allowed for the parcel is 46 square feet. The total aggregate sign area for the property would be ±38.75 square feet, including 
the proposed wall sign (8.75 square feet) and monument sign (30 square feet). It should be noted that multisided signs other 
than double-faced signs, constructed with faces at any angle, shall be counted as one sign per face (§18.16.021). The 
proposal is consistent with this requirement in that the total aggregate area would be 38.75 square feet. 
 
Size Limitations: No sign shall exceed 48 square feet in total area (§18.16.022). The proposal is consistent with this 
requirement in the wall sign would have an area of 8.75 square feet and the freestanding sign would have an area of 30 
square feet. 
 



 

 

Number of Signs: Only one monument sign is allowed per property, and a maximum of two signs are normally permitted for 
any one business (§18.16.010). The proposal is consistent with these requirements. 
 
Variances: As noted above, the proposed freestanding sign would be located closer to six feet from a vehicular right-of-
way. The DRHPC may grant variances from the provisions of the sign ordinance provided that certain findings can be made 
(see below). 
 
1. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions, not resulting from any act of the owner or applicant, apply to 

the location under consideration and not generally to other businesses or properties in the vicinity; 
 
2. Strict adherence to a regulation may cause unnecessary hardship or prohibit the exercise of creative design, and the 

application submitted is extraordinary and outstanding in design; 
 
3. The exception is the minimum necessary to serve its intended use; 
 
4. The exception is in conformance with the purpose and intent of this title; 
 
5. The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public interest or welfare, or injurious to properties or 

improvements in the vicinity. 
 
Other permits required: In addition to the requirements of this title, all signs and building improvements shall be in 
conformance with applicable requirements of the 2013 California Building Code and where required by the 2013 
California Building Code, shall obtain a building permit prior to installation.  
 

Commission Discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission Action

  Approved   Disapproved   Referred to: _________________   Continued to: _________________ 

   

Roll Call Vote:   _______ Aye   _______ Nay   _______ Abstain   _______ Absent 

 
DRHPC Conditions or Modifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Attachments 
1. Sign drawings 
 

 
cc: Audrey Lee 
 3020 Bridgeway # 201 
 Sausalito, CA  94966 
 
 Robert Saunders, via email 
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City of Sonoma 
Design Review and Historic 
Preservation Commission 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
 DRHPC Agenda 
Item: 
 
Meeting Date: 

 
3 
 
12/16/14 

                                                                                            

Applicant 

Johnston Sign Company  

Project Location 

19191 Sonoma Highway 

Historical Significance 

   Listed on National Register of Historic Places, including Sonoma Plaza district (Significant) 
   Listed on California Register of Historic Resources (Significant) 
    Listed within Local Historic Resources Survey (Potentially Significant) 
   Over 50 years old (Potentially Significant)    

Year Built: 1988 
  

Request 

Consideration of a replacement wall sign for Payless Shoe Source located in the Maxwell Village Shopping Center 
located at 19191 Sonoma Highway.  

Summary 

Background: 
In 1988, the Architectural Review Commission approved a sign program for the Maxwell Village shopping center. 
The sign program allows for the subject tenant space to have a sign that includes interiorly illuminated channel 
letters placed directly on the wall of the building. 
                               
At this time, the applicant is proposing a wall sign for an existing tenant, Payless Shoe Source.  The wall sign would 
be one-sided, with an approximate area of ±24 square feet (±16 feet wide by ±1.5 feet high). The sign face would be 
constructed of a white acrylic material with surface applied translucent orange and blue vinyl.  
 
Wall Sign Regulations (§18.20.180): Wall signs projecting over the property line, including a light box or other part 
thereof, shall not exceed a thickness of 12 inches. The proposal is consistent with this requirement. 

 
Other permits required: In addition to the requirements of this title, all signs and building improvements shall 
be in conformance with applicable requirements of the 2013 California Building Code and where required by 
the 2013 California Building Code, shall obtain a building permit prior to installation.  

 

Commission Discussion 

 

 
 

Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission Action

  Approved   Disapproved   Referred to: _________________   Continued to: _________________ 

   

Roll Call Vote:   _______ Aye   _______ Nay   _______ Abstain   _______ Absent 

 
DRHPC Conditions or Modifications 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Attachments 
1. Sign drawings 
 
 
 
 
cc: Johnston Sign Company 
 3595 Gravenstein Highway So. 
 Sebastopol, CA  95472 
 

Niles Company 
Attn: Tina Luther 
P.O. Box 298 
Sonoma, CA  95476 

 
 Payless Shoe Source 
 19191 Sonoma Highway 
 Sonoma, CA  95476  
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City of Sonoma 
Design Review and Historic 
Preservation Commission 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
 DRHPC Agenda 

Item: 
 

Meeting Date: 

 
 
4 
 
12/16/14 

                                                                                            

Applicant 

Daniel Eraldi 

Project Location 

475 First Street West 

Historical Significance 

   Listed on National Register of Historic Places, including Sonoma Plaza district (Significant) 
   Listed on California Register of Historic Resources (Significant) 
    Listed within Local Historic Resources Survey (Potentially Significant) 
   Over 50 years old (Potentially Significant)  
                                  Year Built: 1959 
 

Request 

Application for sign review and design review of new paint colors associated with a commercial building (Eraldi’s Mens 
Wear and Shoes) located at 475 First Street West.  

Summary 

Background: On September 23, 2014, the DRHPC continued a request for new paint colors to a future meeting with the 
recommendation that the applicant revise the color scheme and present photo renderings. 
 
Sign Review:  
 
Roof sign: The applicant is proposing to reface the existing roof sign. A new push-through letter sign face will replace the 
existing acrylic sign face 27 square feet in area (3 feet tall by 9 feet wide). The new sign face will be constructed of an 
aluminum material. Copy on the sign will consist of painted white lettering on a painted dark maroon background.  The 
existing sign cabinet is proposed to be painted black.  
 
Roof sign regulations (§18.20.160): Roof signs shall only be permitted when the silhouette of the sign is not in conflict with 
the silhouette of the rooflines of the building. Roof signs on flat roofs are prohibited. No roof sign shall be more than two 
feet in height. The top of a roof sign shall not exceed or rise above the lowest 25 percent of the height of the roof. The 
proposal is not consistent with this requirement in that the height of the roof is 9 feet and the height of the sign is 3 feet, 
resulting in a rise of 33 percent of the height of the roof.  The proposal is not consistent with this requirement. The applicant 
is requesting a variance from this requirement. 
 
Wall signs:  Two wall signs are proposed. The existing brown “Eraldi’s” sign 10.35 square feet in area (2.3 feet tall by 4.5 
feet wide) would be painted a white color. A new one sided wall sign “Since 1922” is proposed underneath the existing 
“Eraldi’s sign, 1.33 square feet in area (8 inches tall by 2 feet wide). The sign would consist of an aluminum material. Copy 
on the sign will consist of white vinyl lettering on a dark maroon background. 
 
Wall sign regulations (§18.20.190): Wall signs projecting over the property line, including a light box or other part thereof, 
shall not exceed a thickness of 12 inches. The sign complies with this requirement. 
 
Projecting sign: A two-sided projecting sign 2.8 square feet in area (1 foot tall by 3 feet wide) is proposed on the front of the 
building under the existing eve. The sign would be located perpendicular to First Street West. The face of the sign would 
consist of an aluminum material. Copy on the sign would consist of white vinyl lettering, on a dark maroon background, 
with a black border. 
 
Projecting Sign Regulations (§18.20.150): Projecting signs shall not exceed nine square feet in area on each side. Projecting 
signs shall not project over four feet from any wall surface nor be closer than four feet to any curb line of a public street. No 
projecting sign shall extend above the top level of the wall upon or in front of which it is situated, or in the case of building 
having sloping roofs, above the eaves of the roof. Any sign which is suspended or projects over any public or private 



 

 

walkway or walk area shall have an overhead clearance of at least seven feet. The proposal is consistent with these 
requirements. 
 
Aggregate Sign Area: Based on the property’s frontage on First Street East (33 feet)), the maximum aggregate sign area 
allowed for the parcel is 19.2 square feet. The total aggregate sign area for the property would be ±42.88 square feet, 
including the roof sign (27 square feet of aggregate sign area) the two wall signs (11.68 square feet of aggregate sign area), 
and one projecting sign (4.2 square feet of aggregate sign area). It should be noted that when calculating the aggregate area 
of a two-sided sign, each face is multiplied by 0.75 (§18.16.021). The proposal is not consistent with this requirement. The 
applicant is requesting a variance from this requirement. 
 
Size Limitations: Each face of a one-sided sign shall not exceed 48 square feet in area (§18.16.022). The proposal is 
consistent with this requirement. 
 
Number of Signs: A maximum of two signs are normally permitted for any one business (§18.16.010). The proposal is not 
consistent with this requirement in that four signs are proposed. The applicant is requesting a variance from this requirement. 
 
Variances: The proposal would exceed the aggregate sign area allowed for the parcel, exceed the number of signs normally 
permitted for any one business, and exceed the roof sign rise regulations. The DRHPC may grant variances from the 
provisions of the sign ordinance provided that certain findings can be made (see below). 
 
1. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions, not resulting from any act of the owner or applicant, apply to 

the location under consideration and not generally to other businesses or properties in the vicinity; 
 
2. Strict adherence to a regulation may cause unnecessary hardship or prohibit the exercise of creative design, and the 

application submitted is extraordinary and outstanding in design; 
 
3. The exception is the minimum necessary to serve its intended use; 
 
4. The exception is in conformance with the purpose and intent of this title; 
 
5. The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public interest or welfare, or injurious to properties or 

improvements in the vicinity. 
 
Design Review:  
The applicant is proposing a new color scheme for the existing building. The applicant is proposing to paint the exterior of 
buildings as follows (see attached rendering and color samples): 
 

 The front gutter is proposed to be painted calcite (Benjamin Moore CW-110). 
 The front posts are proposed to be painted calcite (Benjamin Moore CW-110). 
 The window trim is proposed to be painted calcite (Benjamin Moore CW-110). 
 The front door is proposed to be painted dinner party (Benjamin Moore AF-300). 
 The front door trim is proposed to be painted black beauty (Benjamin Moore 2128-10). 
 The wood area behind the front door is proposed to be painted stormy sky (Benjamin Moore 1616). 
 The wood area under the roof eves is proposed to be painted calcite (Benjamin Moore CW-110). 

 
In addition, new planters are proposed be placed in front of the business and will consist of a natural rust color. 
 
Findings for Project Approval: For projects within the Historic Overlay zone or a Local Historic District and projects 
involving historically significant resources, the DRHPC may approve an application for architectural review, provided that 
the following findings can be made (§19.54.080.G): 

1. The project complies with applicable policies and regulations, as set forth in this Development Code, other City 
ordinances, and the General Plan. 

2. On balance, the project is consistent with the intent of applicable design guidelines set forth in the Development Code. 
3. The project responds appropriately to the context of adjacent development, as well as existing site conditions and 

environmental features. 
4. The project will not impair the historic character of its surroundings. 
5. The project substantially preserves the qualities of any significant historic structures or other significant historic 

features on the site. 
6. The project substantially complies with the applicable guidelines set forth in Chapter 19.42 (Historic preservation and 



 

 

infill in the Historic Zone). 
7. The project substantially complies with any applicable preservation plan or other guidelines or requirements pertaining 

to a local historic district as designated through section 19.42.020. 
8. The project substantially complies with the applicable Secretary of Interior Standards and Guidelines for the Treatment 

of Historic Properties. 
 
Other permits required: In addition to the requirements of this title, all signs and building improvements shall be in 
conformance with applicable requirements of the 2013 California Building Code and where required by the 2013 California 
Building Code, shall obtain a building permit prior to installation. An Encroachment Permit shall be required for all work 
performed in the public right-of-way. Please contact Lisa Sevilla at (707) 933-2205 for information regarding City 
Encroachment Permits.  
 
 

Commission Discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission Action

  Approved   Disapproved   Referred to: _________________   Continued to: _________________ 

   

Roll Call Vote:   _______ Aye   _______ Nay   _______ Abstain   _______ Absent 

 
DRHPC Conditions or Modifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 
1. Project narrative 
2. Roof sign drawings 
3. Color samples 
4. Photo renderings 

 
cc: Daniel Eraldi 
 425 First Street West 
 Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
 Robert Sanders, via email 



 

 

 
Mary Martinez, via will call at City hall 
 
Patricia Cullinan, via email 
 
Yvonne Bowers, via email 
 
SLHP Historic Survey, via email 
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5 
 
 
12/16/13 

                                                                                            

Applicant 

Chris Dluzak 

Project Location 

1036 Fifth Street East 

Historical Significance 

   Listed on National Register of Historic Places, including Sonoma Plaza district (Significant) 
   Listed on California Register of Historic Resources (Significant) 
    Listed within Local Historic Resources Survey (Potentially Significant) 
   Over 50 years old (Potentially Significant) 
                                   Year Built: In process 
 

Request 

Consideration of a landscape plan for a new single family residence. 

Summary 

Background: On November 18, 2014, the Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission (DRHPC) considered and 
approved design review for a new detached single family residence. The applicant is now returning for consideration of the 
required landscape plan. 
 
Landscaping Plan: At this time the applicant is requesting review of a landscape plan (attached) for the property.  The 
applicant is proposing to plant two 24-inch box size golden rain trees, supplemented with shrubs and perennials. Per the 
conditions of approval (attached), the project shall be subject to the following requirements related to tree preservation, 
mitigation, and replacement: 

a. Trees removed from the site shall be replaced at a 2:1 ratio with 15-gallon trees or a lesser ratio if 24-inch box 
size replacement trees are used.  

b. The developer shall adhere to the tree protection measures included within the arborist report. 
c. Any replacement trees planted along the property frontages shall be consistent with the City’s Street Tree 

Planting Program, including the District Tree List. 
d.    The driveway shall be relocated away from the drip line of the large valley oak growing along the north boundary 

near Fifth Street East as shown on the approved site plan. Special protection measures, including the use of CU 
Structural Material, identified in the arborist report shall be applied. The project arborist, Sherby Sanborn, shall 
review the grading and improvement plans for compliance with tree protection measures and shall be on site 
during construction activities occurring in proximity to the tree. 

 
These conditions have been met on the landscape plan. 
 
Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance: A legend listing proposed species and planting sizes is provided for reference. In 
addition, water budget calculations prepared by the landscape architect (attached) demonstrate compliance with Sonoma 
Municipal Code §14.32, Water Efficient Landscaping. The calculations indicate that the proposed landscaping would utilize 
21,149 gallons or 86% of the associated annual water budget allotment of 24,556 gallons. 
 
Exterior Lighting: A lighting plan will be submitted by the applicant at a future date. 
 
 

Commission Discussion 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission Action

  Approved   Disapproved   Referred to: _________________   Continued to: _________________ 

   

Roll Call Vote:   _______ Aye   _______ Nay   _______ Abstain   _______ Absent 

 
DRHPC Conditions or Modifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments 
1.        Arborist Report 1036 Fifth Street East 
2.        City of Sonoma Maximum Applied Water Allowance Form, Estimated Total Water Use Calculations, and Hydrozone 

Table Form 
3.       Conditions of Approval 
4.       Landscape Planting plan 
5.       Site Plan 
6. Irrigation plan 
 
 
   

 

 
cc: Chris Dluzak, via email 
 
 1028 & 1036 Fifth St E LLC 

  1415 Fulton RD #205 
  Santa Rosa, CA  95403-7661 
  
  Charlie and Cindy Wiles 
  20148 Fifth Street East 
  Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
  Jennifer Arnold and George Greene 
  501 Este Madera Lane 
  Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
  Carol Schantz 
  476 Pear Tree Court 
  Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
  Bella Fox 
  511 Este Madera Lane 



 

 

  Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
  Peter and Deanna LaVault 
  568 Este Madera Drive 
  Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
  Dan Meader 
  19745 Eighth Street East 
  Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
  Charles Boles 
  474 Denmark Street 
  Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
  Suzi Pignataro 
  502 Este Madera Lane 
  Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
  The Hardister Family 
  515 Este Madera Lane 
  Sonoma, CA  95476 
 
  Robert Felder 
  1025 Fifth Street East 
  Sonoma, CA  95476 
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