
SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Notice of Meeting and Agenda 

January 28, 2015 
Sonoma Police Department, Community Room 

177 First Street West, Sonoma 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Contact:  Pat Gilardi, District Director to Supervisor Gorin at pat.gilardi@sonoma-county.org 
 
 

1.  Call to Order, Roll Call 
 

2.  Approval of Minutes of the meeting of November 19, 2014  Resolution 
 

3. Public Comment       Receive 
(Limited to items not appearing on the agenda) 

 
4. Applicant Name:  Steve Martin Associates, Inc.    Resolution  

Owner Name:  McQuown Enterprises LP, Attn: Mac McQuown 

Site Address: 5700 Cavedale Road, Sonoma 
 
Request for a Use Permit for a new winery with maximum annual production of 2,000 cases 
within existing buildings and tasting by appointment only and eight special events with maximum 
attendance of 50 people on a 160 acre parcel. 

 
1. Election of the Chair for 2015       Resolution 

  
2. Election of the Vice Chair for 2015     Resolution 

 
3. Election of the Secretary for 2015 Resolution 

 
4. Consideration of items for Future Agenda Receive 

 
5. Adjourn       Resolution 

 
 
 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission after distribution of 
the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Board of Supervisors’ Office located at 575 Administration Drive, 
Room 100-Al, Santa Rosa, CA, during normal business hours. 

Note:  Consideration of proposed development projects will proceed as follows: 
1. Presentation by project applicant 
2. Questions by Commissioners 
3. Questions and comments from the public 
4. Response by applicant, if required 
5. Comments by Commissioners 
6. Resoluiton, if indicated 

Web Links: 
 

County of Sonoma:  www.sonoma-county.org select Boards and Commissions 
City of Sonoma:  www.sonomacity.org select Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission 

mailto:pat.gilardi@sonoma-county.org
http://www.sonoma-county.org/
http://www.sonomacity.org/


SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 19, 2014 

SONOMA POLICE DEPARTMENT, COMMUNITY ROOM 
175 FIRST STREEET WEST, SONOMA 

6:30 p.m. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Cynthia Wood, Rochelle Campana, Pat Pulvirenti, Jack Ding, Greg Carr, Bruce Green, Tom 
Martin, Angela White, Ryan Lely, Dick Fogg, Gay Johann, Pat Stevens  
 
EXCUSED: Sean Bellach 
 
ABSENT: Ditty Vella 

 
1. Call To Order: 6:30 p.m. 
 
2.  Minutes Approved of September 24, 2014 Meeting 
 
3. Minutes Approved of the commission retreat of October 24, 2014  

 
4. Public Comment: None 
 
5. Applicant Name:  George Craig Miller  

Owner Name:   Same  

Site Address:   20820 Broadway, Sonoma 
Consider Request for a Use Permit to convert an existing 494 square foot commercial building to a wine tasting room 
on a 1.35 acre parcel. Hours of operation will be 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and 11:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. on Sunday, with one full-time and two part-time employees. No special events are requested. 
 
NOTE FROM MINUTE-TAKER: The tape that had most of the night’s presentations broke and could not be put together 
again, so the following is not in the usual detailed style but only contains the gist of the proceedings that could be 
culled from my brief notes.  
 
Applicant presentation: 
Craig Miller, owner of the site, deferred to Trey Blankenship from Sonoma Loeb, who explained that they are applying 
for a permit for an eight-seat tasting room with approximately 20 guests/10 cars a day so traffic impact would be 
minimal. Wine tastings will be paid and by appointment only. Wine and logo glasses will be sold and they anticipate 
having two wine club events a year. 
 
Commissioner questions: 
Vice-Chair Ding: LCTS (limited commercial traffic sensitive) designation? 
 
Trey Blankenship: That is in the BHS and Agua Caliente part of town. Our location is on the other side of town and we 
are the only ones on the site so no concerns with traffic. 
 
Craig Miller: This property has TS designation for morning and night-time traffic. Traffic is low – closing is at 6. 
 
Ms. Johann: Limited commercial? 
 
Craig Miller: There are no residences except north of the bridge – don’t know why it’s designated TS. 
 
Mr. Carr said that they should apply to CalTrans. Craig Miller and Trey Blankenship said they were awaiting their 
decision. 
 
Mr. Fogg and Mr. Stevens asked about Presentation School which is in the area. Craig Miller said that he had spoken to 
the principal and Trey Blankenship added that letters were sent to the neighbors. 



Mr. Carr: How many people are in the wine club? 
 
Trey Blankenship: Three. 
 
Ms. White: Are appointments encouraged? Do you intend to stay at eight seats? 
 
Trey Blankenship: This is the launching point. 
 
Craig Miller: I requested eight seats. 
 
Ms. White: Pedestrian safety? 
 
Craig Miller: The Parks Dept. requested that we put in a bike rack. 
 
Ms. Campana asked if septics were on the County sewer, the water quality and saltwater intrusion. Craig Miller said that 
they had a 50 ft line well. They will either drill a new well or retrofit. As for water, there is no chloroform or nitrates and 
he did not know about the saltwater intrusion issue. 
 
Ms. Campana: The cutoff time for other wineries is 5. 
 
Ms. Pulvirenti: Some are 5:30, others 6, around the square it’s 8. 
 
Mr. Fogg: The County is trying to standardize it from 10 to 5. 
 
Trey Blankenship: We are open to it. 
 
Public questions and comments: 
Dan Eraldi: This is a great addition. 
 
Commissioner comments and discussion: 
The Commissioners discussed briefly the time that wineries are open and should close. Ms. White thought there should 
be diversity in businesses. Vice-Chair Ding said it was a conservative arrangement and he fully supported it. Ms. Wood 
thought it should have a 5:00 closing.  
 
Motion: Ms. Campana. Approve as requested with modification to County hours from 10 to 5. Ms. White seconded. 
Motion passed: 8 in favor, 2 opposed (Ms. Johann and Mr. Stevens). 
 
Mr. Stevens: It’s not the County standard. 
 
Mr. Fogg: It’s still on the table. Have the applicant be aware of the proximity to the school. 
 
6. Applicant Name:  Verizon Wireless, C/O Peter Hilliard  

Owner Name:   Lawrence and Beverly Silveria  
Site Address:   19600 Cypress Road, Sonoma 

Consider Request for a Use Permit to allow for an intermediate telecommunications facility to be located within a 60 
foot faux water tower and include nine antennas, two satellite dishes, and associated equipment cabinets on a 4.54 
acre parcel. 
 
Applicant presentation: 

Peter Hilliard of On Air LLC, said that Verizon Wireless requests approval for a free-standing facility in a DA district 
to provide coverage and capacity in the southern El Verano area of Sonoma Valley. The site is 4.54 acres, generally 
flat and has no structures except for a pump house over an idle irrigation well in the southwest corner of the 
parcel. Location of the tower is near the southwest corner of the parcel, over 300 ft from Cypress Road. The 
proposed facility will consist of a 60 ft faux water tank made from FRP, fiberglass reinforced plastic, and antennas 
will be installed inside the tank and will be completely shielded from view. All of the proposed equipment and the 



water tower will be surrounded by a 6 ft chain link fence located in the southwest corner of the parcel. Verizon 
wants the entire network to be able to sustain itself in the event of blackout situations. A standby generator 
meeting Sonoma County noise standards will run during emergency situations and it will self-test once a week 
during the day to ensure it is operating correctly. 
  
Commissioner questions: 

Mr. Stevens: Who are the nearest neighbors? 
 
Peter Hilliard: The Silvers and the Dunkers – they are 300 ft away. 
 
Ms. Wood: How large are the adjacent parcels and have you had conversations with the neighbors? 
 
Peter Hilliard: The Dunkers have 5 acres and the Silvers have 3 to 4 acres. 
 
Mr. Lely: The structures on the ground – cloaking with vegetation? 
 
Peter Hilliard: There is a lot of brush, bushes and a eucalyptus tree, also fencing. 
 
Mr. Lely: How will the material weather? 
 
Peter Hilliard: The color will remain the same – no oxidization. 
 
Ms. Campana: This is in addition to the two existing facilities? 
 
Peter Hilliard: Yes. 
 
Mr. Lely: What about co-location? 
 
Peter Hilliard: We are open to co-location. Condition is agreed upon on the approval. 
 
Mr. Martin asked about human exposure and feedback from neighbors. Peter Hilliard said it does not present a 
safety hazard or result in significant impact to the environment or to the area in which it is located. There is 
minimal traffic usage and typically one to two site visits per month. Operation of the facility will not conflict with 
other uses in the area and construction will result in minimal disturbance to the area. Packages went out to seven 
of the neighbors within the radius. Mr. Martin said that according to the Press Democrat, the 101 corridor has 
better reception than rural areas. 
 
Ms. Campana wanted to hear from the Commissioners who visited the site. Ms. Johann and Ms. White said that 
the area is rural and there are no nearby residences, therefore an ideal location for the tower. 
 
Vice-Chair Ding discussed the radiation issue and real estate values.  Peter Hilliard said that there is no impact in 
terms of radiation or to home sales. Just like a cemetery, it’s largely perception because it’s really a benefit to the 
property. 
 
Public questions and comments: 
None 
 
Commissioner comments and discussion: 
Ms. White thought that all was appropriate. Mr. Green asked if all future co-location will be inside the tower itself and 
no antennas on the exterior. Mr. Stevens said that the design is better than a faux tree. Peter Hilliard said that it’s a 
quiet kit – they had done a sound study. The site was chosen due to the distance from residences and 1200 ft from 
Arnold Drive. 
 



Motion: Ms. Johann. Approve the application as presented. Ms. White seconded. Motion passed: 7 in favor, 3 
opposed (Mr. Green, Ms. Campana, Vice-Chair Ding). 

 
7.  Consideration of items for Future Agenda  
The Commissioners asked for updates on various projects. Pat Gilardi said that many, such as Sonoma Raceway, Ledson, 
and BJB are on hold. Ms. Campana asked if Commissioners could ask to hear projects. Pat Gilardi said that they can ask 
for general discussions, or for updates, but not on specific projects. Mr. Fogg said there was a new state law on 
sustainable groundwater act of 2014 so maybe a presentation. Pat Gilardi said he could email Jay Jasperse. Mr. Martin 
asked about the future of SDC and if it’s in the January budget. Ms. Campana asked about riparian setbacks. Pat Gilardi 
said that most are on the County website. Mr. Lely asked about Highway 12 improvements. Pat Gilardi said that there is 
a holdup at CalTrans but the project will keep moving and construction will begin in the spring. Ms. Pulvirenti asked if 
there will be a meeting in December. Pat Gilardi said that Bella Stella is scheduled for December. 
 
8. Meeting Adjourned: 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 








































