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OPENING 

 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Members of the Spicy Taco Patrol Cub 
Scout troop led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITY COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:  Edwards, Gallian, Hundley, Agrimonti and Mayor Cook 
ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  City Manager Giovanatto, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk Johann, City 
Attorney Walters, Associate City Attorney Pistole, Planning Director Goodison, Public Works 
Director Takasugi 
 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
Jim Nelson referred to a February 2, 2015 letter to the City from William Keene, General 
Manager of Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District (SCAPOSD), 
which denied the City’s request to amend the Montini Trail Management Plan to allow leashed 
dogs on the trail.  He explained that as the CEO/President of Arbor Acres Farm, Inc., owner of 
Nicholas Turkey Breeding Farms, in 1995 he gave final approval to the sale of conservation 
easements in perpetuity to SCAPOSD for 306 acres covering a portion of the Mayacama 
Mountain woodlands.  The conservation easement had protected the property from any type of 
development and he asked the Council to also protect the Montini Open Space Preserve 
Conservation Easement in perpetuity to protect the land for many generations to come.  He 
quoted from a letter sent by the Sonoma Land Trust “The promise of conservation easements is 
a promise to the taxpayers who fund the purchases and to donors who gift easements that they 
are permanent in perpetuity.  Conservation easements are designed to be more than 
regulations that can be changed every election cycle.  Tempering with this promise breeds 
cynicism and imperils the whole land conservation system.” 
 
Lynn Clary presented a petition, created by the Overlook Trail Stewards, containing 914 
signatures in support of preservation-based land use policies on the Montini Preserve that 
would prohibit dogs on the trail.  He reported that 80% of the people contacted signed the 
petition and many of them were dog owners.  Reasons people gave for signing the petition 
included: Dogs affect wildlife; they do not belong on the preserve; trails were too narrow; dog 
owners do not follow the rules, do not clean up after their dog and do not understand there were 
some hazards for dogs.  Clary stated that the Police Department had been called to the trail 
many times already in response to complaints about dogs and suggested that money would be 
better spent on a dog park at Maxwell Park. 
 
Mary Nesbitt stated that use of the Montini Trail was much higher than had been previously 
estimated.  The Management Plan estimated six visits daily in the winter months but their actual 
average count was fifty on weekdays and a couple hundred on weekends.  She said there were 
many regular and repeat users including families with children, school groups, seniors, and 
tourists.  When asked, visitors commented their favorite things about the Preserve were its 1) 
peace, tranquility, serenity; 2) natural beauty and fabulous views; 3) ability to get close to nature 
so close to the City.  Nesbitt said the Preserve was wonderful the way it was and asked the 
Council to keep it that way and not allow dogs. 
 
Alex Leader announced his Kickstarter campaign to raise funds for his glass blowing business. 
 
Deirdre Sheerin announced Sweetwater Spectrum’s 2015 spring plant sale and invited all to 
stop by and support their community garden. 
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2. MEETING DEDICATIONS 

 

3. PRESENTATIONS  

 
Item 3A: National Surveyor’s Week Proclamation 
 
Mayor Cook read aloud the proclamation for National Surveyor’s Week and presented it to local 
Land Surveyor Phil Danskin who thanked Council for the recognition. 
 
Item 3B: Presentation by the Sonoma County Water Agency (SCWA) regarding their 

Proposed Water Transmission Budget and Wholesale Water Rate Increase 
for FY15-16 

 
Michael Gossman, SCWA Division Manager, presented Council with information regarding the 
agency’s budget and projected changes to water rates.  An overall increase of 5.46% was being 
recommended for the City.  Gossman explained that Clm. Gallian, as the City’s representative 
on the Water Advisory Committee-Technical Advisory Committee, would have an opportunity to 
vote on the recommendation that would be forwarded to the Board of Supervisors when they 
consider the proposed rate structure at their April 6, 2015 meeting. 
 
Item 3C: Presentation of Regional Climate Protection Authority’s (RCPA) 

Countywide Greenhouse Gas Reduction Implementation Program 
 
Misty Mersich explained that Climate Action 2020 was a collaborative effort among all nine cities 
and the County of Sonoma to take further actions in reducing greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) 
community-wide and respond to the threats of climate change.  RCPA was working with each 
community to develop a comprehensive and detailed plan for each jurisdiction that would 
identify measures to reduce GHGs from sources including building energy, transportation, water 
use and transport, waste, wastewater and agriculture.  
 
Jerry Bernhaut stated that he had attended stakeholder meetings and that he felt the plan was 
flawed because it exempted the wine industry, which had an enormous carbon impact that was 
not being accounted for. 
 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 4A: Waive Further reading and Authorize Introduction and/or Adoption of 

Ordinances by Title Only. 
Item 4B: Approval of the Minutes of the March 2, 2015 City Council meeting. 

Item 4C: Acceptance of Bids and Award of Contract in the amount of $40,000 for the 
Sonoma Fire Station Partial Exterior Painting Project to Alpha G. Painting 
of Napa, CA. 

Item 4D: Adoption of Plans and Specifications, Acceptance of bids, Approve a 
Budget Adjustment in the amount of $318,339, and Authorize the City 
Manager to Award a Construction Contract to Piazza Construction, lowest 
responsible bidder, for the Field of Dreams Well #8 Project No. 1402 in the 
amount of $674,898.50. 

 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Gallian, seconded by Clm.  Hundley, to approve the consent calendar.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR/AGENDA ORDER – CITY COUNCIL AS SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY 

 
Item 5A: Approval of the portions of the Minutes of March 2, 2015 City Council 

meeting pertaining to the Successor Agency. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  It was moved by Clm. 
Agrimonti, seconded by Clm. Hundley, to approve the consent calendar.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
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6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
Item 6A: Discussion, consideration and possible action to conduct the first reading 

of an Ordinance of the City of Sonoma Requiring the Licensure of Tobacco 
Retailers and Amending Chapter 7.25 of the Municipal Code. 

 
Mayor Cook opened the public hearing.  City Manager Giovanatto reported that in 2014, the 
Council opened the discussion of establishing a Tobacco Retailers Licensing (TRL) program 
within the City limits of Sonoma.  Working collaboratively with the City Attorney, members of the 
public health community, and with ChangeLab Solutions staff presented an overview of the TRL 
ordinance to the Council for a brief introduction in October 2014 at which time the Council tabled 
the issue until the new Council was seated following the election.  On February 2, 2015, the City 
Council considered a draft ordinance entitled An Ordinance of the City of Sonoma Requiring the 
Licensure of Tobacco Retailers and Amending Chapter 7.25 of the Municipal Code and 
provided additional direction to staff.  She stated that the proposed ordinance being introduced 
encompassed all forms of tobacco and tobacco related products including electronic devices 
that deliver nicotine or other substances by means of inhaling. 
 
Associate City Attorney Pistole reported that pursuant to Council direction and further research 
by staff, modifications to the ordinance had been made as follows:  1) Included the most current 
definitions of “Electronic Smoking Device” and “Smoking” and Tobacco Paraphernalia” in 
accordance with information received from ChangeLab Solutions.  2) Omitted “Drug 
Paraphernalia” because of state preemption and the fact that existing state law permited the 
revocation of a business license if drug paraphernalia was sold.  3)  Limited TRLs to existing 
sites (16 total per State Board of Equalization).  No new TRL licenses would be issued upon 
adoption of the ordinance.  4) Permitting existing TRL’s to sell business to a third party at the 
same location.  License was not transferable if the business was relocated to a different 
location.  5) Not adding specific TRL sign regulation but rather relying upon Sonoma’s existing 
sign ordinance.  6) Prohibiting flavored tobacco products unless the package of cigars contained 
more than five cigars or unless a single cigar sold for a retail price exceeding $3.00.  7) 
Removed alternative dispute resolution section as a cure for violation of the ordinance.  Pistole 
explained that an increase of the age to purchase tobacco to 21 had not been included in the 
ordinance because of pending Senate Bill 151 introduced on January 29, 2015, which raises the 
age to 21 statewide. 
 
Clm. Hundley inquired about signage regulations.  Pistole responded that the already existing 
sign regulations were stronger than the ones contained in the model tobacco retail ordinance. 
Councilmembers offered their thoughts regarding flavored tobacco products and what should or 
should not be allowed. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Those speaking in favor of the ordinance and 
encouraging the Council to adopt the most restrictive regulations possible were:  Jill Whitham, 
Michele McGarry, Cathy Claeys, Elizabeth Emerson, Ted Sexauer, Laurie Bremner, and Pam 
Granger.  
 
Erick Beall, manager of Digital Ciggz (Santa Rosa), spoke in support of vapor products.  He said 
they had been developed as an aide to help smokers become nonsmokers and there was no 
justification to ban them.   
 
Aamir Javed, 7-11 owner, stated that they were very responsible in the sale of tobacco products 
and did not want to sell to minors.  Their clerks were trained to always check ID.  He said the 
proposed license fee would cut into his profitability. 
 
Mike Scott, 7-11 Field Consultant, stated they had a process in place to ensure they were not 
selling tobacco to minors.  He explained the training and ID compliance process and said they 
had zero violations.  The proposed ordinance would have a substantial financial impact on the 
stores. 
 
Brent Lowder of REsource (Retailers and Store Owners United to Rebuild California’s 
Economy) stated that if passed, the ordinance would severely impact local stores and give an 
advantage to the retailers located just outside the City limits.  He stated that Sonoma tobacco 
retailers had a 100% compliance rate from decoy sting operations in 2014. 
 
Jay Macedo, Sonoma County Department of Health, said they were willing to assist the City 
with implementation of the licensing and monitoring program.  The Board of Supervisors would 
be considering a similar ordinance at their April 7 meeting. 
 
When there were no additional speakers, Mayor Cook closed the public hearing. 
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Item 6A: Tobacco Retailers License Ordinance, Continued 
 
Attorney Pistole confirmed that, per the proposed ordinance, a tobacco retailer who suspended 
sales of tobacco for more than sixty days would not be eligible to transfer their license. 
 
Councilmembers then discussed the issues of flavors, the number of cigars in a pack, methods 
of identification, signage, how vapor cigarette (e-cigarette) use had grown, and how to protect 
the rights of adult smokers while at the same time protecting the youth.  They came to a 
consensus on the following issues:  The section banning flavored tobacco products would be 
revised to read “the package of Cigars contains five or more Cigars” rather than “more than 
five”.  E-cigarettes should be banned.  Pipe tobacco in any flavor would be allowable.  A 
government issued form of identification with a photo would be required.  Council directed staff 
to research and bring back additional information regarding what $5 would purchase in terms of 
cigars along with the other modifications to the ordinance. 
 
RECESS:  The meeting recessed from 8:34 to 8: 45 p.m. 
 
Item 6B: Discussion, consideration and possible action on the review and adoption 

of the 2015-2023 Housing Element, including adoption of a negative 
declaration.    

 
Mayor Cook opened the public hearing.  Planning Director Goodison reported that the Housing 
Element was a required element of the City's General Plan and an important tool that the City 
used to plan for existing and future housing needs.  The update retained the basic organization 
and policy directions contained in the 2009 Housing Element, refined the programs established 
in the earlier document, and added several new programs to comply with recent legislation.  He 
said it would not necessitate any changes in land use designation or rezonings because the 
land inventory analysis found that existing development capacity was sufficient to meet 
projected housing needs.  To promote public participation in the update process, surveys of the 
general public and the business community were performed, a community meeting was held, 
and a joint City Council / Planning Commission study session was conducted, along with 
separate public hearings before the Planning Commission and, now, the City Council.  The 
Department of Housing Development (HCD) reviewed the draft document and found that it 
complied with State law, subject to minor revisions that were reviewed by the Planning 
Commission.  At its meeting of January 22, 2015, the Planning Commission voted unanimously 
to recommend that the City Council adopt a finding of negative declaration with respect to 
environmental review, and adopt the updated Housing Element, including the revisions 
responding to HCD’s comments. 
 
Heather Hines and Karen Warner of the Metropolitan Planning Group further explained that the 
Housing Element was required to include 1) Updated housing and demographic information, 
including a review of population and employment trends, an analysis of household and housing 
stock characteristics, a comparison of household income and housing costs, and an analysis of 
“special needs” groups, such as farmworkers and the elderly.  2) An analysis of the City’s fair 
share requirement for the provision of housing associated with the regional housing needs 
determination.  3)  A detailed inventory and assessment of vacant and underutilized sites within 
city limits and the 
sphere of influence potentially suitable for housing development.  4) A review of progress in 
meeting the policies and implementation measures set forth in the existing Housing Element.  5)  
An analysis of constraints on housing production, including governmental and non-
governmental restrictions.  6) Policies and programs, with numerical objectives, aimed at 
meeting local housing needs including the areas of production, conservation and rehabilitation.  
7) A discussion of public participation in the update of the Housing Element. 
 
Mayor Cook invited comments from the public.  Fred Allebach stated the Council needed to 
address the issue of housing affordability.  He suggested getting corporations to build affordable 
housing, having the County fast track development, bump up the Transient Occupancy Tax and 
dedicate it to affordable housing, adopt a real estate tax, and remove the vertical height limit. 
 
Gary Hermes thanked the Council for their continued enforcement of the Mobilehome Park rent 
control ordinance.  He stated that the State had suffered a tremendous loss of affordable 
housing due to the conversion of mobilehome parks to market rates. 
 
Karla Noyes questioned how much affordable housing was needed and commented that along 
with it came additional traffic and increased water use.  She did not like to see the area on 
Curtin Lane identified as a possible location for high-density housing because it was near an 
historical adobe structure. 
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Item 6B: 2015-2023 Housing Element, Continued 
 
Lin Marie deVincent stated that mobile home owners were happy their concerns had been 
addressed.  She would like to see a senior overlay zone established at some time in the future. 
 
When there were no additional speakers, Mayor Cook closed the public hearing. Mayor Cook 
and Clm. Gallian commended staff for a job well done.  It was moved by Clm. Edwards, 
seconded by Clm. Gallian, to adopt Resolution No. 10-2015 entitled A Resolution of the City 
Council of the City of Sonoma Adopting Findings of Negative Declaration With Regard to the 
2015-2023 Housing Element Update and Resolution No. 11-2015 entitled A Resolution of the 
City Council of the City of Sonoma Adopting the 2015-2023 Housing Element Update.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

7. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL 

 
Item 7A: Discussion, consideration, and possible action to refer a new Street Name 

Signage Replacement program to the Design Review and Historic 
Preservation Committee for review.  

  
Public Works Director/City Engineer Takasugi reported that recent regulations through the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) mandated that all street signage meet certain retro-
reflectivity standards and the City’s current street name signs did not meet that retro-reflectivity 
standard for headlight visibility.  Staff viewed this as an opportunity to consider a new design for 
the City’s street name signs that would distinguish the City of Sonoma and create a sense of 
place.  Takasugi stated that one of the Council’s 2014/15 Infrastructure Goals was to “Initiate 
Street signage replacement program to meet retro-reflectivity standards for headlight visibility” 
and $25,000 was budgeted to begin the program.  Staff was presenting this information to 
Council with a recommendation that they refer the Street Name Sign design study and concept 
options to the Design Review and Historic Preservation Committee for review and advisory 
recommendation to the City Council.  Takasugi presented the design concepts that had been 
developed by local sign maker Bob Sanders. 
 
The public comment period was opened and closed with none received.  Councilmembers 
discussed the design aspects and indicated they favored the three-color brown signs with the 
historic arch and the bear with a very readable thick font. 
 

8. REGULAR CALENDAR – CITY COUNCIL AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

 

9. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 
Clm. Gallian announced the next North Bay Division meeting would be in Napa. 
 
Clm. Hundley reported attendance at the Miss Sonoma County pageant.   
 
Mayor Cook reported on the Library Advisory Board meeting. 
 
Lead by Clm. Gallian, all sang Happy Birthday to Mayor Cook. 
 

10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SUCCESSOR AGENCY STAFF 

 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly and regularly adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sonoma City Council on the 6th day of April 2015. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gay Johann 
Assistant City Manager / City Clerk 


