
 

  

    COMMUNITY SERVICES & ENVIRONMENT COMMISSION 
EOC Room  

175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 

July 13, 2016 
 Minutes 

Commissioners Present:   Comms. Brown-Chairman, Allebach, Harrington, Hutzel, Metzler, Petlock, 
Pollack, Rateaver, and Wilbanks 

 
Commissioners Absent:  Comm. Cook 
 
Also Present:    Public Works Administrative Manager Wall 
     Special Events Manager Janson 
     Celebration of Mexican Independence: Alejandra Cervantes  
     Thomas Haeuser, Sonoma Lawyer 
     Lynn Clary, Sonoma Resident     

Chair Petlock called the meeting to order at 6:32 P.M. 

Public Comment on Items not on the Agenda: Lynn Clary, resident/former CSEC member, 
commented on events in general and expressed concern over the view of the Plaza and City Hall.   

1. Selection of CSEC Chair and Vice Chair 

Comm. Pollack nominated Comm. Brown for Chair and was ratified unanimously by commissioners. 
Comm. Harrington nominated Comm. Allebach for Vice Chair and was ratified unanimously by 
commissioners. The minutes will refer to Comm. Brown as Chair from this point forward. 

2.  Approval of the Minutes from June 8, 2016 

It was moved by Comm. Pollack and seconded by Comm. Petlock to approve the minutes of June 8, 
2016. The motion carried unanimously.  

3. Exception to the 120 day submittal deadline 

It was moved by Comm. Petlock and seconded by Comm. Pollack to approve the exception to the 120 
day submittal deadline for the Celebration of Mexican Independence event. The CSEC voted 8-0 (with 
one commissioner absent) to approve the exception. 

4. Event Reviews 

a. Celebration of Mexican Independence—September 18, 2016 
It was moved by Comm. Harrington and seconded by Comm. Petlock to approve the 
Celebration of Mexican Independence event application for 2016 subject to the Conditions of 
Approval. The CSEC voted 8-0 (with one commissioner absent) to approve the application. 

b. Sonoma City Party—July 28, 2016 
It was moved by Comm. Petlock and seconded by Comm. Pollack to approve the Sonoma City 
Party event application for 2016 subject to the Conditions of Approval. The CSEC voted 8-0 
(with one commissioner absent) to approve the application. 

5. Post Event Review 

a. Cinco De Mayo—May 1, 2016 
The applicant did not attend the CSEC meeting for the post-event review of the Cinco De 
Mayo event (held on May 1, 2016). Therefore, this review has been moved to the August 10, 
2016 CSEC meeting agenda. 



Community Services & Environment Commission: Minutes                                                                                    July 13, 2016 
 

 2 

6. Plaza Park Master Plan Presentation by Thomas Haeuser 

Thomas Haeuser presented on the importance of long-range planning. Chair Brown requested that 
Staff research the types of master park/bicycle plans and other long-range planning documents that 
currently exist for the City and report back during the August 10 CSEC meeting. 

7. Special Events Budget Template Discussion 

Special Events Manager Janson presented the revised Special Events Budget template that she 
would like to utilize for future events. The CSEC provided additional comments, and the revised 
version of the template will be distributed to CSEC members prior to implementation.  

8. Subcommittee Reports 

a. Tree Committee (Standing Subcommittee).  

9. Discussion of Plaza Park Ducks  

The CSEC reviewed the public’s concern for the human disturbance of the ducks in the Plaza Park as 
requested by the City Council. After review and public testimony, the CSEC acknowledged the sign 
clutter issue, and did not recommend pursuing additional signage in the Plaza. Instead, the CSEC 
identified a larger issue related to the lack of code and behavior enforcement in the Plaza by the 
Police Department. 

Therefore, it was moved by Commissioner Petlock and seconded by Commissioner Pollack to 
recommend the Council direct the Police Chief to staff the Plaza to enforce City codes and proper 
behavior (including the behavior toward the ducks in the Plaza Park). The CSEC voted 7-1 (with one 
commissioner absent; Chair Brown dissented) to approve this recommendation to Council.  

Chair Brown and Comm. Rateaver will meet with the Police Chief to review enforcement issues 
identified by the CSEC.   

10. Farmer’s Market Discussion 

The CSEC tentatively scheduled a special meeting on August 17th at 6:30 PM to further discuss the 
Farmer’s Market event. 

11. CSEC Meeting Location Follow-up 

The CSEC reviewed their current meeting location options. Chair Brown and Comm. Rateaver to 
meet with the City Manager to further discuss their options. 

12. Future Agenda Items 

The following items will be placed on the August 10, 2016 meeting agenda: 
• Location of Event Bicycle Parking (requested by Chair Brown)  
• Long-range Planning Documentation Update (requested by Chair Brown) 

13. Commissioner and Staff Comments 

Chair Brown adjourned the meeting at 9:12 P.M. The next regular meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, August 10, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

__________________________ 
Katherine Wall, Public Works Administrative Manager  
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