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City of Sonoma 

Building Department Informational Handout 
 

Change-Out Requirements for  

Existing Noncompliant Plumbing Fixtures 

Handout No: 45  

Issued: 11/16/16 

 
Effective January 1, 2014, when building permits are issued for additions, alterations or improvements, 
California Civil Code Sections 1101.1-1101.8 requires certain residential and commercial real property 
built and available for use or occupancy on or before January 1, 1994, to be equipped with water-
conserving plumbing fixtures.  This requirement applies to all of the noncompliant existing plumbing 
fixtures in an existing home, nonresidential building or tenant space as listed below regardless of 
whether or not plumbing work is in being proposed.   

[NOTE: For the purposes of applying and enforcing CA Civil Code 1101.1-1101.8, permits issued for structures not used for human 
habitation or commercial use (i.e. signs, decks, swimming pools, solar PV, sheds, detached accessory structures without plumbing 
fixtures, etc.) and permits issued solely for “repairs” are not considered to be an alteration or work of improvement and therefore are 
not subject to the mandatory requirements. Examples of repair work include, but are not limited to, electrical service change-out, 
HVAC change-out, reroof, plumbing repairs, siding or stucco, site work, termite repair, retaining walls, fences, walkways, water 
heater replacement, window replacement or other repairs or maintenance as determined by the Building Official.] 

 
Change-Out Requirements 

Fixture 
Noncompliant Plumbing Fixture 

(See CA Civil Code Sections 1101.1 through 1101.8) 

Water-Conserving 

Plumbing Fixture 

Toilet manufactured to use more than 1.6 gallons of water 

per flush 

1.28 gal. per flush max. 

Urinal manufactured to use more than one gallon of water 

per flush 

0.5 gal. per flush max. 

Showerhead manufactured to have a flow capacity of more than 

2.5 gallons of water per minute 

2.0 gal per minute max. 

Residential Kitchen Faucet emits more than 2.2 gallons of water per minute 1.8 gal per minute max. 

Residential Lavatory Faucet emits more than 2.2 gallons of water per minute 1.5 gal per minute max. 

Residential Common & Public Use 

Faucets 

emits more than 2.2 gallons of water per minute 0.5 gal per minute max. 

Nonresidential Public Lavatories emits more than 2.2 gallons of water per minute 0.25 gal. per use max. 

 
Exemptions 

 All buildings on the property or portions thereof that contain plumbing fixtures that were built and available for 

use or occupancy after January 1, 1994. 

 The property or building is a registered historical site. 

 The project is a commercial or multi-family addition that does not increase the floor area of the building by more 

than ten percent (10%). 

 The project is a commercial or multi-family alteration or improvement that does not have a total construction cost 

greater than one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000). 

 A licensed plumber has certified that, due to the age or configuration of the property or its plumbing, installation 

of water-conserving plumbing fixtures is not technically feasible. 

 The proposed project is solely for repairs and does not include the replacement of non-compliant plumbing 

fixtures.  

 The proposed project is for a structure(s) not used for human habitation or commercial use (i.e. signs, swimming 

pools, solar PV, sheds, detached accessory structures, etc.)
 

 


